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9. [AMERICAN INDIANS – IROQUOIS] [CRIME & LAW – FRAUD] [LITERATURE – MARK TWAIN] [RELIGION – 
MISSIONARY] [HISTORY – FRENCH REVOLUTION] 

1828-1855 – Small archive related to Eleazer Williams, a half-Iroquois Episcopalian missionary and pretender to 
the French throne as the Dauphin, the son of Marie Antoinette and King Louis XVI, who was immortalized by 
Mark Twain in Huckleberry Finn. 
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1. [MARITIME - NAVAL] [MILITARY – KING WILLIAM’S WAR] [PHILATELY] 

1690 – A letter from a young British naval officer reporting that after arriving in Boston he nearly died 
of “distemper” and that Sir William Phips had taken Port Royal in Acadia “without firing a gun” 

This one-page letter measures 7¾” 
x 12”.  It is datelined “Boston in New 
England / June ye 25th 1690”. It was 
sent by John Aston, a “Volunteer 
Per Order,” to his father Sir 
Willoughby Aston at Aston-by-
Sutton, Cheshire, England. It bears 
no postal markings as it was 
transported by private carrier since 
Britain did not begin transatlanic 
contract mail service until 1702. A 
forwarding letter from Mary Offley 
(Willoughby Aston’s mother-in-law 
and John Aston’s maternal 
grandmother) discussing family 
affairs is on the reverse. Docketing 
in a third hand reads, “Letters to Sir 
Willoughby Aston from his son 
Willoughby (sic) and Mrs Offley 
Mother to his Wife.” The letter is in 
nice shape. A transcript will be 
provided. 

At the time of this letter, England 
and France were engaged in King 
William’s War (the American 
theater of the Nine Years War) and 
John Aston was a Volunteer Per 
Order (i.e., a young gentleman 
training to become a naval officer) 
serving aboard HMS Deptford, a 50-
gun Fourth Rate Ship of the Line. 
The Deptford had recently engaged 
the French navy at the Battles of 
Bantry Bay and Beachy Head. After 
a stop in Jamaica, the ship sailed on to Boston, apparently in conjunction with Captain William Phips who 
had just salvaged a treasure from the Spanish treasure ship, Nuestra Señora de la Concepción, that had 
shipwrecked in 1641.  Upon arrival, Phips, who had recently been appointed as the Provost Marshal 
General of the Dominion of New England, led an expedition of seven ships and over 700 men to Acadia to 
put a stop to massacres by the French and their Native American allies along the border between New 
France and New England. As noted by Aston, Phips convinced the governor of the fortified French Acadian 
capital, Port Royal, to surrender without firing a shot. In the wake of his triumph, Phips led an unsuccessful 
invasion of Canada to capture Quebec with 34 ships and over 2,000 soldiers 
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“After I wrote to you at Jimaica, . . . I 
was taken very ill . . . with a very violent 
feavour and flux that continued for a 
fortnight but I cannot remember yf ever 
I was so near death in my life . . . but I 
thank God now I am almost recovered  
there was another young man came 
over with Sr William when I did and he 
. . . died in too days after he came 
ashore of ye same distemper. . I fear 
you have forgot my age for I am not one 
and twenty yet and I think it is very 
soon to begin on my own portion but . 
. . but since y’ know what I must trust 
to it is time to look sharp. . .. I desire 
you would please to send me a cargo of 
goods [and] you will easily hear what 
Goods is most suitable for this country 
by Sr Henry Ashers, if you had any of ye 
watches left they go of very well here. . 
.. Sir William has lately been out and 
taken a town called Port Royal without 
firing a gun and is now a fitting out for 
Caniday I should be very willing to go 
with him. . ..” 

Despite a successful start to his budding 
naval career, after being promoted to 
Captain and commanding HMS 
Penzance, Aston was found guilty of 
“financial irregularities” by a court-
martial and dismissed from the service.   

(For more information see “John Aston” and “Deptford” online at “Three Decks: Warships in the Age of 
Sail,” Lounsberry’s Sir William Phips, Faragher’s A Great and Noble Scheme and “Willoughby Aston” at 
Wikipedia.) 

Extraordinarily scarce. At the time of listing no manuscript material related to King William’s War is for 
sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub identifies one 1691 manuscript document related militia recruiting 
and several editions of Savage’s printed 12-page tract, An Account of the Late Action of the New-
Englanders, under the command of Sir William Phips, against the French at Canada, the most recent an 
incomplete example that sold for $10,980 at a Bonham’s auction in 2010.  OCLC reports that the New York 
Public Library holds a typewritten account of the Canadian invasion, and two letters are held by 
institutions: a sailor’s letter mentioning the danger posed by the French navy and a Native American attack 
on Sheepscot, Maine. Jisc (formerly the Joint Information Systems Committee) reports Aston family 
papers are held by the University of Liverpool, the British Library, John Rylands University, the Chesterfield 
Records Office, and the Liverpool Records Office.  It is possible that other King William’s War 
correspondence from John Aston may be included in one of those collections. 

SOLD  #9942 
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2. [BUSINESS – FUR TRADING & INTERNATIONAL TRADE] [PHILATELY] 

1735 – Letter between two prominent merchants discussing the shipping of “Pennopscot” beaver pelts 
and “Liver Oyle” from Boston to London 

This two-page stampless folded letter measures 15” x 
11¾” unfolded. It was sent by William Clark in Boston 
“To Mr Christr: Kilby / Mercht / In London”.  The letter 
was favor carried by a ship’s master, Captain Cary.  In 
nice shape. Transcript will be provided. 

The letter which is primarily about the export of beaver 
pelts reads in part: 

“Inclosed you have Invoice and bill of lading for the 
three hhd [hogshead] and a box of Beaver. . .. 
Inclosed are the three first bills of Exchange with the 
letters of advice & the beaver in the hhd is as good as 
a parcell as ever came from Annapolis & I could have 
sold it all here at 13S a pound round, the box is a 
parcel of Suparlative Spring beaver from Pennopscot 
[Penobscot, Maine], you may order the sale of it as 
you see it. . ..  the number of skins I put at Randum . 
. . an uncertain No: about 1¾ lb to a skin three 
papoose [young beaver] making but one skin and two 
half grown one for one. . .. Since righting the 
foregoing Donwell is arrivd from Annopolis and 
Penopscot and hath brought a good quantity of 
Beavor from whence I have engaged a Thousand . . . 
half of which shall send you by Harris, the other half 
shall ship John Bell. . ..” 

He also discusses the transport of other goods including exports 

“I have also shipt you by the John Robert Harris master who will sail in a Week fifty bbls of Liver Oyle, 
which we Esteem Superior to whale Oyle. Could I have litt on anything to have shipt should have sent 
you £500 more. . ..”  

and imports.  

“I pray gett me 100 squares of Window crown Glass . . . that is 12 long. 9 broad for Reparing my own 
house Garlin [a type of sheer linen] sorted and brown Ozenbrig [a tough coarse linen from Osnabrück] 
& holland & Roushia [Russia] Duck & Roushia linnens such as you sent me by Wingfield the last year. . 
..” 

Indigenous North American tribes had traded furs amongst themselves long before the arrival of the first 
Europeans.  However, once the newcomers arrived, they became eager participants and began exporting 
the furs back home.  Beginning in 1628, the Iroquois Confederacy came to dominate the trade through a 
series of genocidal “Beaver Wars” by  systematically exterminating their competition (e.g., the Wenro, 
Neutral, and Erie) and driving the defeated remnants of other tribes (e.g., the Huron, Shawnee, Lakota, 
Manahoac, etc.) from their homelands. With their monopoly, the Iroquois Confederacy controlled almost 
all of the furs traded to the French, Dutch, English, and later Americans. 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009955/william-clark-to-christopher-kilby/1735-letter-between-two-prominent-merchants-discuss-the-shipping-of-pennopscot-beaver-pelts-and
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(For more information about the Beaver Wars, see Barr’s 
Unconquered: The Iroquois League at War in Colonial America and 
Jenning’s The Ambiguous Iroquois Empire. . .. ) 

Europeans had held beaver fur in high regard since Roman times, 
and North American pelts, which were used to produce full-fur or 
felted-fur hats, became the most desirable product within the 
trade.  The pelts were sold in a variety of grades and prices that fell 
within three broad categories: castor gras (the most desirable and 
expensive pelts had been worn by Native American trappers for at 
least one hunting season and as a result were more pliable and 
easier to felt), castor sec (pelts that had been scraped clean, but 
never worn), and bandeau (pelts that had been minimally scraped 
and might be partially rotted by the time they arrived in Europe). 
While Clark doesn’t use these terms in his letter, it is likely his box 
held “Suparlative” castor and the hogshead barrels castor sec 
pelts. In 1735 the average price paid per pelt was 8.33 shillings. 
Hogshead held between 254 to 325 pounds, and the average weight of Clark’s pelts was 1.75 pounds. 
Therefore, not counting the additional thousand pelts that were shipped later, the value of this shipment 
would have been somewhere between $17,150 and $22,300 in 2022 dollars. 

(For more information about the beaver trade, see Feinstein’s “A Brief History of the Beaver Trade”  Carlos 
and Lewis’s “The Economic History of the Fur Trade: 1670 to 1870,” and McIntyre’s “John Pynchon and 
the New England Fur Trade: 1652-1656,” all available online.)  

William Clark was a prominent Boston merchant who also served in several government positions 
including as a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and Provincial Council.  It’s said his 
death in 1742 was due to a huge financial disaster incurred by the loss of 40 merchantmen during the 
French Revolutionary Wars.  Christopher Kilby, whose son married William Clark’s daughter, was one of 
the most prosperous merchants of Boston and, in conjunction with Clark, carried on an extensive trade 
with England, Nova Scotia, and the West Indies. He was named as the Massachusetts Colony’s agent to 
London in 1739 and his provisioning business thrived with the outbreak of the War of Jenkin’s Ear which 
was soon subsumed by the War of Austrian Succession and followed by the Seven Years War. He was a 
friend of John Hancock, who served as Kilby’s attorney. Although Kilby relocated to New York and then 
London, he still played a role in Boston commerce and after the Great Boston Fire in 1760, Kilby 
contributed £200 after which a street (that still exists today) was named in his honor. 

(For more information, about Clark and Kilby, see Lee’s “The Clark and Hutchinson Houses” in Proceedings 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Vol. 18, Tuttle’s Capt. Francis Champernowne: The Dutch 
Conquest of Acadie, and Other Historical Papers, Dow’s Everyday Life in Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
Nehgs’s “Christopher Kilby, of Boston” in The New England Historical and Genealogical Register Vol 26, 
Godfrey’s Pursuit of Profit and Preferment in Colonial North America, and Schutz’s Legislators of the 
Massachusetts General Court, 1691-1780.) and Nye’s online “Pounds Sterling to Dollars: Historical 
Conversion of Currency.”) 

Very scarce. There is one 1724 French contract relating to a “beaver expedition” for sale in the trade. 

Nothing similar has been sold at auction per the Rare Book Hub.  No beaver-related manuscript material 

is held by any institution per OCLC, however Christopher Kilby and William Clark letters (that may or may 

not be related to the beaver trade) appear in personal papers collections at several libraries. 

$2,500   #9955 
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3. [ECONOMICS – DEPRECIATION & PAPER VS SPECIE] [PHILATELY] [POSTAL SERVICE] 

1757 – Unsigned and unaddressed letter about the impact of currency depreciation upon the colonial 
postal service, probably from the Postmaster of Boston, Tuthill Hubbart, possibly to his great-uncle, the 
Co-Postmaster of the British North American General Post Office, Benjamin Franklin. 

This two-page unsigned and unaddressed letter is dated “May 17. 
1757” No postmark, however, the content suggests it was likely 
written at Boston; perhaps a draft or file copy. In nice shape. A 
transcript will be provided. 

At the time, postal rates were assessed in pennyweights and 
grains of silver which were only “units of accounting.” Actual 
payments were made in the local medium of exchange whether 
that be in shillings, pence, cents, etc.. Several years before, 
Massachusetts, due to runaway inflation, withdrew its paper 
money, known as Old Tenor, from circulation, and most business 
was transacted using coins which was more expensive than the 
overvalued paper money.  This was a problem for the post office.  

“Sr. . .. I am truly sensible of the depreciating curry. of our 
colony. . .. I have made sundry attempts & proposed to the 
principal Gentm. & men of the town to pay for their Letters in 
Sterlg – but they absolutely say they will not . . . some have gone 
so far as to assure me they would not receive their Letters on these terms, on the other hand they are 
continually murmuring & complaining of the high postage in Old Tenor than it used to be formerly.  It 
will be attended with great difficulty & next to an impossibility to remit punctually every Quan. the 
Ballance of the Office Acct. in Silver & Gold. . .. If it would not be thot. impertinent I would propose that 
instead of the 2 Post Riders being paid in Boston & N. London for their service they should be paid from 
this office at least the major part this method would be of service to I apprehend would be of no 
disservice to the office & ease me of a good deal of trouble – I am continualy in search of Dollars and 
have made some progress therein to discharge of the Ballance due to the Genl. Post Office, as for a Bill 
of Exchange I can hear of none . . . at present. . ..” 

The conclusion of the letter makes it clear that the correspondents also had a personal relationship. 

“I note your receiving a Hogd. of N. E. Rum . . . but am sorry to find that you are so dissatisfied with it, 
what view can you imagin I had in buying [poor] Rum, I am sure I was not benefitted on farthing by it. 
Capt. Richards bout. of the same man 8 or 10 Hogd. at the same price . . . one would imagin he had not 
done it if it would not answer with you. . ..” 

(For more information see Konwiser’s Colonial and Revolutionary Posts. . .. and Blake & Davis’s Boston 
Postmarks to 1890, Michner’s “Money in the American Colonies” at EconomicHistory.net, “The ‘Old Tenor’ 
Affair: Massachusetts Bay Colony 1751” at the National Humanities Center Tool Box, “’In the King’s 
Service’: Hugh Finlay and the Postal System in Colonial America” and Franklin’s “The Nature and Necessity 
of a Paper-Currency,” both at the National Archives; all but the first two available online.) 

Regardless of who the correspondents were, this is a scarce and important first-hand account of issues 
hindering the colonial post office during the time Benjamin Franklin’s postal reforms. At the time of listing, 
nothing similar is for sale in the trade.  One similar item has appeared at auction in the last 150 years per 
the Rare Book Hub. OCLC shows no similar items in institutional collections. 

SOLD #9968 
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4. [MARITIME – PRESS GANGS] [MILIITARY – SEVEN YEAR’S WAR] [PHILATELY] 

1759 – A young American sailor reports his ship was “arrested” and sold in London and that he was in 
danger of being impressed into service on a British man-of war during the Seven Year’s War 

This three-page stampless folded 
letter from William Waine to his 
parents measures 8” x 12¾”.  It is 
datelined “London, Decr ye 28th 
1759” and addressed “To / 
William Waine / in, / Boston, New 
England / Living in Kings Streat”.  
The letter was favored carried, by 
a sailor or passenger on another 
ship, so it bears no postal 
markings. In nice shape. A 
transcript will be provided. 

Although many Europeans 
suggest the Seven Years War 
began in 1756, it actually was 
touched off in 1754 when a small 
party of Virginia militiamen under 
the command of a brash, young 
American lieutenant colonel, 
George Washington, skirmished 
with French soldiers in the Upper 
Ohio River Valley, killing a French 
officer. That incident ignited long-
simmering tensions between 
England and France and began the 
French and Indian War. When 
that colonial war jumped the 
Atlantic and French and English 
allies joined the fray, it became 
one of the bloodiest conflicts of 
the 18th century and, in the words 
of Winston Churchill, “the first 
world war.” 

After its capture, probably by a 
British privateer, the merchant 
ship upon which Wayne served 
was apparently determined to be involved in trading with the French. Subsequently, it was taken to 
England as a “prize” and sold along with its cargo.  

“I was most barbrosley delt with . . . concerning of my waiges for I did not get a farthing [from my ship’s 
owners] untill ye 6 of December although our Vesell was sold last June I have now been on Shore a 
twelve month upon [my own] Expences for I could not go any weare untill our afair was Setled and 
besides the Lawyer told me that [I should have been] kept in Pay from the time that she was arested 
untill she was sold. . .. I should be glad to hear from you I lodg at the widow Cartwrights opiset bell wharf 
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in Shadwell [and] I 
intend to live as frugal as 
Posible I have got a very 
good lodging hear it is a 
house whear most of our 
new England People is 
Acquainted with. . ..” 

He further describes his 
legal escape from 
impressment as well as 
fears he will be forced to 
serve on a British warship. 

“I was Prest at New 
Castle and Obliged to get 
a man in my Boon which 
cost me £15 but that will 
not keap me Clear I was 
afraid to Venture to 
London without 
something to Protect me theirfore I got a Greenland Protection, and I must Either go their or loos five 
guines which I have giveing a Bond for the Protection but if that I go it will not be above three months 
Voige and them I am Clear all the Rest of the year. . .. Poor [Cousin] Cross . . . he is Prest and on Board 
of a man of war he was Prest there of this month [and Thomas] Cross is not been heard of since he 
whent from hear for Jamace which was last June. . .. I should not go to greenland upon no acct but for 
fear of being Prest and as I now Provided my self with Clothing fit for such a Voige I intend to preform it 
by the Blessing of God for I had suffer any thing [other] than to get on board a man of war. . ..” 

Impressment, of course, was the practice of taking men with “seafaring habits,” (i.e., sailors) into the 
navy by compulsion or force, usually without advance notice. Men who were taken by a Royal Navy 
press gang could be released if they provided a substitute, which is what Waine did at New Castle.  As 
Waine noted, that would not protect him from future impressment, so he took advantage of a legal 
exemption. Men who were under contract to sail on whaling vessels received paperwork, i.e., Greenland 
Protections, which legally prevented them from being pressed into the navy.  

(For more information, see Brunsman’s The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-
Century Atlantic World, Dancy’s The Myth of the Press Gang: Volunteers, Impressment and the Naval 
Manpower, “Seven Year’s War” at George Washington’s Mount Vernon website, “Seaman’s Protection 
Certificates – An Unusual Source” at the kindredpast website, and “The John Barwis Collection of 
Philadelphia Postal History: Philadelphia Foreign Mail: 1709-1775 Colonial Period” at the Schuler 
Rumsey Philatelic Auctions website.) 

Quite scarce.  No original source Seven Year’s War material regard naval impressment is for sale in the 
trade, and none is shown by the Rare Book Hub or Stamp Auction Network as having ever appeared at 
auction. Two institutions hold printing British Admiralty orders regarding the exemption of fishermen 
from impressment, and one institution holds a printed Admiralty instruction regarding the operation of 
an impressment gang. 

SOLD   #9951 
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5. [CRIME – DESERTION] [MILITARY – REVOLUTIONARY WAR] [PHILATELY] 

1785 – Letter requesting information about two deserters from the Maryland Line who had 
subsequently joined and deserted both South Carolina and Pennsylvania military units before rejoining 
Maryland forces. 

This one-page, stampless folded letter measures 
15½“ x 12 ¾” unfolded. It is datelined “Auditor 
Office   Annapolis 19th Augst. 1785” and was sent 
to “John Nicholson Esqr. / Comptroller General / 
Philadelphia”.  It bears a manuscript “way” 
marking. Despite its “Public Service” free-
franking it was charged the “confederated” 
mailing fee of “2.16”, (2 dwt or pennyweight and 
16 grains)  which  was converted into the local 
Pennsylvania of equivalent, “1/4” (1 shilling 4 
pence). A crossed-out “Paid” annotation in the 
lower left corner suggests that when Nicholson 
picked up the letter, the postmaster realized it 
should have been sent free of charge and the 
mistake was corrected. In good shape but slightly 
brittle with what appears to be archival tape 
repairs on the reverse. 

In this letter, the Maryland Auditor General 
queries his Pennsylvania counterpart about two 
Revolutionary War deserters. 

“A Sergeant of the Name Timothy McMahen 
and a John Knox a private, deserted from the 
Maryland Line on the march to the Southland in 
the year 1780 and in the year 1781 or 1782 
were found in the Troops of your state and So 
Carolina, and then [again] joined the [Maryland] Corps. . ..” 

During the Revolution, as reported by General Washington, “the scandalous practice of desertion” ran 
rampant in the Continental forces and at such “threatening heights” as to a times make it impossible to 
field an army for battle. Almost one-third of the force deserted; at the beginning of the war the rate was 
over 40%, although it lowered closer to 10% by its end. At one point Washington announced that he 
feared he “would be obliged to detach one half of the army to bring back the other.” 

Reasons behind the desertions varied greatly. Some men got bored, bristled at the regimen, became 
homesick, returned home to work their fields, feared combat, were disgusted by incompetent officers, 
resented lagging paychecks etc.  Most odious, though, were serial “bounty deserters,” like McMahen and 
Knox, who would enlist to draw bounties from one state, desert, and then enlist and desert from other 
states’ forces to draw additional bounties. 

Local newspapers were filled with advertisements offering rewards for returning deserters to their units. 
Punishments imposed on returnees were relatively light compared to later conflicts, in part due to the 
overwhelming need to fill the ranks of Washington’s army. Typically, first-time deserters would simply be 
pardoned, allowed to keep all bounties and pay they he had received, perhaps have an additional year or 
two added to their enlistments. They might also be drummed out of the service, fined up to two months’ 
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pay, or be imprisoned for a month. For more egregious cases, e.g., encouraging others to desert with 
them, they might receive 100 lashes. (Although this sounds horrendous to modern ears, a punishment of 
a hundred lashes was light in comparison to the British army where men were often sentenced to 500 or 
more.) The death penalty was reserved for men who took government-issued arms with them when they 
deserted, and even this sentence was seldom imposed. Only one bounty deserter is known to have been 
executed, but this was because during his repeated desertions and enlistments, he also sold forged  
discharge papers to over 100 other deserters. 

The letter, which was issued shortly after the war ended, makes it clear that Maryland had no interest in 
punishing MacMahen and Knox for their multiple wartime desertions, it simply wanted to document 
justification for not providing them with any bounties or back pay they claimed to have due. 

“They may have received Pay and Depreciation from the State of Pennsylvania, [and] their final 
Settlements are withheld until it can be known what has been done in the way of Payments while of the 
Pennsylvania Line. . ..” 

(For more information, see Edmonson’s Louisiana State University’s dissertation Desertion in the  
American Army during the Revolutionary War, Boyle’s “He Loves a Good Deal of Rum”: Military Desertions 
during the American Revolution, “Deserters a Day (1 through 5)” at the Journal of American Revolution 
website, Alexander’s “Desertion and Its Punishment in Revolutionary Virginia” in The William and Mary 
Quarterly Vol 3 No 3, Miller’s “Enlistment Bounties: Use and Abuse” at the Maryland State Archives.) 

Equally interesting, is the disjointed 
nature of the nation’s postal service 
before the Constitution was  ratified in 
1788.  In 1782, the Continental Congress 
established a “Confederation Post” with 
domestic postal rates set in 
pennyweights and grains of silver which 
were only “units of accounting.”  

Actual payments were made in local 
currencies, i.e., the medium of 
exchange, whether that be in shillings, 
pence, dollars, or cents. Letters were 
sent postage due, and their 
pennyweight-grain assessments were recorded in account books and written on the letters at sending 
post offices. When letters arrived at receiving post offices, postage was paid by addressees when they 
received their mail after the pennyweight-grains rates were converted to local currencies which varied by 
state. Sometimes receiving postmasters would annotate letters with cost expressed in local currencies. In 
this case the “2.16” rate of 2 pennyweight 16 grains (the charge to send a letter 100-200 miles) was 
converted to 1 shilling four pence, expressed as “1/4”, by the Philadelphia postmaster. (For more 
information, see Luft’s The Postage Stamps of the United States,  “1782 – United States Domestic Postal 
Rates” at rfajola.com and Michener’s “Money in the American Colonies” at EconomicHistory.net, and 
Schweitzer’s “State-Issued Currency and the Ratification of the U.S. Constitution” in The Journal of 
Economic History Vol 49 No 2.) 

Very scarce. No letters or first-person documents regarding American Revolutionary War deserters are 
for sale in the trade. None are identified as having ever been sold at auction by the Rare Book Hub. OCLC 
shows two institutions hold a total of five similar letters or documents. 

SOLD #9952  
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6. [BUSINESS – INTERNATIONAL TRADE] [MARITIME - PRIVATEERING] [MILTARY – FRENCH 
REVOLUTIONARY WARS] [PHILATELY] 

1795 – Letter from an English merchant to his brother in New York City commiserating over his 
“plundering” by the French, describing his plan to elude the same fate, and requesting a description of 
life in the city 

This two-page stampless 
folded letter measures 14½” 
x 8¾” unfolded. It was sent 
by George Egdell in Alnwick, 
Northumberland, England 
to his brother, William, in 
New York City. The letter is 
datelined “Alnwick Decr. 
10th 1794” and bears an 
Alnwick postmark and a 
scarce circular experimental 
cancel, “DE/13/94/PAID” 
that was only used between 
August and December of 
1794. (See Willcocks & Jay’s 
Postal History of Great 
Britain & Ireland, 98) 

The dateline suggests that 
the letter arrived in 
Falmouth too late to be 
carried to the United States 
on the ship Tankerville, 
which departed Falmouth 
on 14 December 1794 (The 
Tankerville was the same 
ship that carried two 
original copies of the Jay 
Treaty formally ending the 
American Revolution, 
however that vessel was 
captured and burnt at sea by the French who sent its crew to the West Indies.) So, it was likely transported 
on the next ship to depart, the Princess Royal, which left Falmouth on 28 January 1795 for Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, where its mail was moved to the Schooner Nancy for delivery to New York. (See “British Packet 
Sailings . . . Falmouth-North America 1755-1840” at rfrajola.com.)  

Following the French Revolution as the Jacobins attempted to export rebellion into other European 
monarchies, a naval war developed between England and France. This was compounded by French 
resentment over the Jay Treaty which reestablished trade relationships between the United States and 
Great Britain. As a result, British and French privateers wreaked havoc upon each other’s commercial 
shipping as well as American merchant vessels who engaged in trading with both sides. (See “The French 
Revolutionary Wars” at the HistoryWorld website.) 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009954/george-egdell/1795-letter-from-an-english-merchant-to-his-brother-in-new-york-city-commiserating-over-his
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George’s letter was 
written in the midst of that 
confusion. In it, he 
expresses concern about 
William’s capture by the 
French while crossing to 
America and his loss of all 
belongings. 

“We were very sorry to 
heare that you were 
taken by the French and 
plundered. when I 
receaved your letter my 
Master receaved one the 
sam time from Mather. . 
..” 

He also discusses his plans 
for evading the same fate 
during his upcoming visit 
to the United States. 

“I will not git over before midsummer but if it should hapan that I cannot git an american vessel to come 
over in I will take care that if I be taken by the French that they shall have very little from me except they 
streep me naked and if it be summer I will not find the want of [my clothes] very much. . ..” 

And he dearly wants to know about life in New York City so he knows what to expect and determine what 
to bring with him. 

“I would like to know about other busnesseass: Viz Tannors skinners weavers taylors washleather 
dressors hair dressers or barbours shoemakers or any other trade not mentioned in my letter. I would 
like also to know what sort of meat you cheafly live upon and what sort of drink you cheafly drink whither 
you have any good Porter any good ale and what is the price for I intend to have a good drink when I 
come over supose I have not a nother penny in the world. I would like to know what sort of clothes 
would be most necessary to bring over with me or whither it would be better to portches clothes when 
I come over. . ..” 

Interestingly, George also mentions another Alnwick mariner, Mather Scott, in his letter. 

“When I receaved your letter [about being plundered] my Master receaved one the sam time from 
Mather. . .. I conclude at present by giveing my best respects to Mr. Scott. . ..”   

In 2017, we sold a letter written by Mather Scott the previous October. At the time, he had just been 
released in New York after being captured and impressed by the Royal Navy while serving on an American 
merchantman. 

Rather scarce. At the time of listing, there is no similar first-person material related to the maritime trade 
turmoil created by the French Revolutionary Wars. Neither is there any similar material listed by the Rare 
Book Hub as ever having been auctioned. OCLC shows only five similar items held by institutions (one 
letter, two diaries, and two ship’s logs). 

$750 #9954 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009954/george-egdell/1795-letter-from-an-english-merchant-to-his-brother-in-new-york-city-commiserating-over-his
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7. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [CRIME – TREASON] [MEDICINE & NURSING] [PHILATELY] [WESTWARD 
EXPANSION – LOUISIANA PURCHASE] 

1807 – Letter from a renowned New Orleans surgeon, mentor of the first trained African-American 
physician in the United States, and an associate of Aaron Burr and John Wilkinson, expressing both 
admiration for and doubt about the Louisiana Purchase. 

This 1807 two-page stampless folded 
letter, measuring 16” x 11¾“ unfolded, 
was sent by Dr. Robert Dow, a long-time 
Scottish immigrant, living in New 
Orleans, Louisiana Territory, to John 
Watkinson at Middletown Connecticut. 
The letter was carried to New York as 
indicated by the annotation, “favored by 
Mr. Barnard” where it was placed into 
the mail system. It bears a circular 22 
August New York postmark in red and 
manuscript rate marking, “12½“, which 
at the time was the cost to send a letter 
between 90 and 150 miles.  

In this letter, Dow, not only expresses 
admiration for the Louisiana Purchase 
but also expresses concern about 
possible international complications. 

“Concerning the Acquisition, which 
certainly no Nation has ever made a 
more important one to its Interests 
than the U.S. has done. Pray God its 
Peace and Prosperity may not be 
interrupted, which we are actualy 
under an apprehension of by the late 
because between the two Countries, 
which it is to be lamented should ever 
have been otherwise than good 
Friends together. As yet we have 
received an imperfect document of it 
here. . ..” 

Dow, a Scottish-born physician, arrived in New Orleans, which was then part of New Spain in 1776. 
Considered to be the outstanding tri-lingual (Dow was also fluent in Spanish and French) doctor in 
Louisiana, he was appointed by Governor-General, Bernardo Galvez, as the medico of the Royal Hospital. 
Dow avoided the extreme medical treatments use at that time, e.g., bleeding, blistering, sweating, and 
only occasionally purging his patients. He was so highly regarded that President Jefferson recommended 
his appointment to the new Louisiana Territory’s first governing council. In this letter, Dow reports that 
professional popularity had drained his strength. 

“Mr. Barnard will inform you of the very active and busy life I lead here from morning to night. In 
consequence of a residence more than thirty years in the Country I am so well known, that among the 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009953/dr-robert-do/1807-letter-from-a-renowned-new-orleans-surgeon-mentor-of-the-first-trained-african-american
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old People of the 
Country more than the 
late arrived, I get no 
respite from them in the 
way of my Profession. 
So that I shall be 
recepitated to run away 
again form it in order to 
enjoy a quieter life 
which One at my time of 
Life should endeavour 
to attain. . ..” 

Dow had hosted the 
traitors, Vice-President 
Aaron Burr and John 
Wilkinson, the Senior 
Officer of the U.S. Army 
and future Governor of 
the Louisiana Territory,  during their visits to New Orleans earlier in the 1800s as President Jefferson 
contemplated the Louisiana Purchase. When coupled with Dow’s “apprehension” about the Louisiana 
Purchase, this suggests it might have been possible that he was at least sympathetic to their treasonous 
plot to separate Louisiana from the United States and rule over it as an independent nation. 

Dow was also the mentor of the first trained black physician, James Durham, to practice in the United 
States.  Durham  was born a slave and served as an apprentice to a Loyalist physician, John A. Kersley. 
After Kersley died in prison during the Revolutionary War, Durham’s ownership transferred to George 
West, a British Army surgeon. West’s regiment was transferred to British Pensacola, Florida, and after it 
was defeated by Galvez in 1781, Durham was apparently claimed as a spoil-of-war and sold to Dow in New 
Orleans. Recognizing Durham possessed nearly all the qualifications of a physician, Dow completed his 
training and, for $500, freed Durham in 1783, after which he became his professional patron.  Durham 
was earning approximately $30,000 by 1788. He traded correspondence with Dr. Benjamin Rush in 
Philadelphia, and after New Spain forbade medical practice by non-degreed physicians in 1801,, Durham 
relocated to Philadelphia..  

John Watkinson, the addressee of this letter, was part of the Watkinson clan that immigrated to the United 
States in 1794 and played a principal role in establishing Connecticut as a major center in the American 
textile industry. (At the time of listing, we have a comprehensive archive relating to the Watkinson’s 
immigration and subsequent development of their textile business; please enquire if interested.) 

(For more information, see Interim Appointment: W.C.C. Claiborne Letter Book, 1804–1805 edited by Jared 
W. Bradley, “Spanish Siege of Pensacola Begins” at the History.com website, Nakamaya’s Black Surgeons 
and Surgery in America, Hanger’s A Medley of Cultures: Louisiana History At The Cabildo, and a James 
Wikinson Letter sold as Lot 487 in the Neal Auction of 16-17 July 2016.)  

Exceptionally scarce. At the time of listing, no Robert Dow items are for sale in the trade. Only two Robert 
Dow items have ever come up for auction per the Rare Book Hub, a letter of introduction sent to him for 
Aaron Burr’s partner in crime, John Wilkinson, and an oil portrait by Jose Francisco Xavier de Salzar Y 
Mendoza..  No Robert Dow items are held by institutions per OCLC. 

$1,500 #9953  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009953/dr-robert-do/1807-letter-from-a-renowned-new-orleans-surgeon-mentor-of-the-first-trained-african-american
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8. [ARTISTS – JOHN J. AUDUBON] [BUSINESS – MERCHANTS] [SERVITUDE – SLAVERY & COOLIES] 
[TRAVEL NARRATIVES] [PHILATELY][WESTWARD EXPANSION – KENTUCKY & MISSOURI] 

1812 – “You will no doubt have heard before this reaches you of my having formed a connection with 
my Brother in law J J Audubon a commissioned business in this city under the firm of Audubon & 
Blakewell.” 

This four-page stampless folded letter 
from Thomas Woodhouse Blakewell 
of Fatland Ford near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, measures 16”x 9 ½” 
unfolded. It is datelined “New Orleans 
6 Febry 1812” and addressed to a 
cousin near Derby, England. As 
indicated in the lower left corner, it 
was privately carried to Liverpool on 
the British ship Ceres and bears a 
“Ship Letter / (crown) / Liverpool” 
transit handstamp and manuscript 1-
shilling-due rate mark. In nice shape. 
A transcript will be provided. 

Jean-Jacques Rabin was the son of 
Jean Audubon, a French sugarcane 
plantation owner who enslaved 
hundreds of Africans in Saint-
Domingue (now Haiti) and his mixed-
race chambermaid mistress, Jean 
Rabine. Fearing the threat of a slave 
rebellion, Audubon relocated Jean-
Jacques to France in 1788 where he 
was joined by his sister, Muguet, in 
1791.  Simultaneously, Audubon 
purchased a homestead, Mill Grove, 
near Valley Forge, Pennsylvania as a safe haven, should the need arise.  In 1803, to avoid Jean-Jacques’s 
conscription into the French army during the Napoleonic Wars, Audubon slipped him into the United 
States as John James Audubon using a forged passport. Here, he settled at Mill Grove, and after falling ill 
with a severe fever, he was nursed back to health by a neighbor, Lucy Blakewell, at her father’s estate, 
Fatland Ford. The couple was married soon after in 1808   A slave-owner himself, in partnership with a 
family friend, Jean Ferdinand Rozier, Audubon established a mercantile business in Louisville, Kentucky, 
before moving on to Henderson, Kentucky, and ultimately to Ste. Genevieve in what today is southeastern 
Missouri. After dissolving his business arrangement with Rozier, he joined in another partnership, this 
time with his brother-in-law, Thomas W. Blakewell, and together, as described in this letter, began to 
move their business to New Orleans. 

“You will no doubt have heard before this reaches you of my having formed a connection with my 
Brother in law J J Audubon a commissioned business in this city under the firm of Audubon & Blakewell. 
. .. On my way hither I made a long circuit – through the Western parts of the United States. . .. I went 
to Pittsburgh in the stage 300 miles [and then] embarked in a small boat just large enough for two 
persons – a man to row & myself [on an] extremely interesting voyage down the Ohio to Louisville . . . 
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the details of which would form a volume – here I found Mr. A & Lucy & after spending a few days, Mr 
A & myself set off on horseback southward & westward through Kentucky by way of Henderson & 
Shawnee town at which latter place we crossed the Ohio & traversed the Indiana and Illinois Territories 
& came to the Mississippi at St Genevieve about 300 miles above the mouth of the Ohio making by land 
from Louisville about 600 miles. . .. In our journey across the Indiana & Illinois Territories we were 
somewhat apprehensive of the Indians – who had recently evinced a warlike disposition & has since 
been the occasion of a bloody engagement between them & the whites in that quarter. . ..” 

After suggesting that his cousin trace their route on a map of the United States, Blakewell continued. 

“After we had arranged our business at St. Genevieve . . . Mr. A. went back to Kentucky & I, wanting to 
get down to New Orleans . . . went down the Mississippi in a canoe alone to the mouth of the Ohio – 
taking Indian corn bread & dried venison as provisions – there being but few white inhabitants to the 
Ohio. . .. At the confluence of the Ohio [I took] the first large boat . . . on their way down to New Orleans 
[before] getting to Natchez . . . where I stayed some time awaiting the abatement of the yellow fever 
which was then raging violently in this city. . .. Mr A & Lucy will join me here next fall until then Mr A’s 
presence to the Northward & westward will be necessary in forming correspondents for our 
establishment. We intend avoiding all speculation on our own account and shall confine ourselves to 
the transaction of business on commission & hope by this plan to avoid all that uncertainty so necessarily 
attendant on the general success of Merchants. . ..” 

However, the War of 1812 interrupted their plans, and the partners returned to Henderson where they 
successfully managed their business until the Panic of 1819 forced them into bankruptcy. Upon his release 
from debtors’ prison, Audubon, an amateur painter and ornithologist since his youth, became the first 
paid employee of the Western History Society (now Cincinnati’s Museum of History) and traveled through 
the South having committed himself to identifying and painting all the birds of North America. 

(For more information see Rhodes’s John James Audubon: The Making of an American and DeLatt’s Lucy 
Audubon: A Biography.) 

The Ceres was an infamous British slave ship from 
Liverpool that made at least four slaving voyages 
between West Africa and Trinidad, Jamaica, 
Havana, and Charleston. After Great Britain 
abolished the slave trade and the East India 
Company lost its shipping monopoly, the Ceres 
made several trips to Calcutta, Bengal, Demerara, 
and San Domingo, presumably at least in part to 
supply coolies from the Indian subcontinent to work in Britain’s oppressive West Indian sugar plantations. 
(See the Transatlantic Slave Trade Database and Lloyd’s Lists, both available online) 

Although first-hand accounts of Audubon’s career as a painter are available, there appear to be none 
regarding his attempt to establish a mercantile business with his brother-in-law in New Orleans. As such, 
this letter fills a significant gap in the documentation of his pre-artistic life. At the time of listing, there are 
no similar accounts available for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub reports none have been sold at 
auction, although a short seven-line 1813 letter to Audubon from Daniel Boone was sold in 2016. 
Additionally, collections of Audubon letters that might contain similar content were sold by Sotheby’s in 
1952 and 1970. Although OCLC reports that several institutions hold collections of post-1813 Audubon 
papers, none include earlier material during the time Audubon and Blakewell attempted to establish a 
business in New Orleans.  

SOLD   #9945 
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9. [AMERICAN INDIANS – IROQUOIS] [CRIME – FRAUD] [RELIGION – MISSIONARIES] [ROYALTY – 
FRENCH REVOLUTION] 

1828-1855 – Small archive related to Eleazer Williams, a half-Iroquois Episcopalian missionary and 
pretender to the French throne as the Dauphin, the son of Marie Antoinette and King Louis XVI 

“Trouble has done it; trouble has brung these gray hairs 
and this premature balditude. Yes, gentlemen, you see 
before you, in blue jeans and misery, the wanderin’, 
exiled, trampled-on, and sufferin’ rightful King of France.” 
So begins Mark Twain’s hilarious skewering in 
Huckleberry Finn of Eleazer Williams, one of the most 
intriguing rogues of 19th century America. 

This lot consists of six items. All are in nice shape. 

1.  An 1828 New York manuscript certifying that the 
Reverend Eleazer Williams is “eminently qualified for 
the duties of a Missionary among the Indians, in the 
employment of the Domestick and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States.” Glue stain and docketing on the reverse. 

2.  A lithograph of the Dauphin, “Louis XVII” measuring 
3” x 5” that was printed by François-Séraphin Delpech 
in Paris sometime between 1818 and 1825. Mounted on 
a piece of heavy tan paper. A few spots of light foxing. 
The lithograph is based on a portrait of the prince by the Polish artist Alexander Kucharsky painted in 
1795; it now hangs in the Palace of Versailles, 

3.  A clipped autograph reading, “Eleazer Williams / Missionary to the St. Regis / Indians and others. 
Janry 9th 1855”. Remnant of a scrapbook page on the reverse. 

4.  An autographed photograph of Williams circa 1853. In the photo, Eleazer wears the blue sash of the 
French royal family. The oval photograph measures approximately of 4” x 3½”. It is slightly over-exposed 
and mounted on tan paper measuring 6” x approximately 6 ¾”. Light soiling. 

5. Two replies to research inquiries. One from the Msgr. Walter Funche of Hogansburg, New York, the 
other from Laurence C. Floyd at The Library of the General Theological Seminary in New York City”  

Eleazer Williams was likely born in 1788 to a descendent of a captured white woman, Mary Ann Rice 
(Konantewanteta), and her husband, the anglicized Mohawk chief, Thomas Williams (Tehorakwaneken). 
Educated at a Congregational seminary and fluent in Iroquoian he became an itinerant missionary, and 
later claimed that during the War of 1812, he also served as Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, 
spied on the British, served as a Ranger, commanded an artillery battery, and developed tactics used at 
the Battle of Plattsburgh. However, his undocumented and uncorroborated claims for thousands of 
dollars in remuneration were rejected, although one biographer believed that he received $10,000. 

Following the war, Eleazer settled in New York and affiliated with the Episcopalian Church where he served 
as a missionary to the Oneida. There, Williams launched a scheme to create an “Indian Empire” over which 
he would rule. The Iroquois tribes of New York were under pressure to relocate west of the Mississippi 
River, and Williams, began employing his considerable rhetorical skills to convince the them that it was in 
their best interests to do so. To accomplish his plan, after receiving a tract of 4,800 acres in Wisconsin, he 
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moved to Green Bay in 1822. Three hundred followers 
joined him the next year, and many more soon after. In 
1828 he received official certification to operate his 
mission (the document is part of this lot).  In 1842, the 
state seized his 4,800-acre missionary-empire for failing 
to pay taxes, and Eleazer was left with only his home and 
a 40-acre plot of land.  

At this time, Eleazer began to claim that he was the lost 
Dauphin of France, the son of King Louis XVI and Marie 
Antoinette who were executed during the French 
Revolution. The Dauphin had been spared execution but 
instead was held captive under the control of a sans-
culotte couple who abandoned him alone in a cell in the 
Tower of the Temple. Although, the Dauphin most likely 
died of tuberculosis in 1795, arguments had long been 
made that at some point he was spirited from solitary 
confinement by Royalist supporters. In 1848, following 
another French Revolution, Louis Phillipe I abdicated, and 
Napoléon Bonaparte became president of the new 
Republic. The throne of France was again empty, and hundreds of Dauphins appeared to claim the throne. 

Eleazer’s bid was one of the most bizarre. It was based on an encounter with François d'Orléans, the Prince 
de Joinville, in the early 1840s while traveling on a Great Lakes steamship. Becoming friendly and after 
considerable conversation, both allegedly concluded that Eleazer was Louis XVII. Supposedly, the Dauphin 
had been secreted to America where to protect him from discovery by French agents he had been left in 
the care of the Oneida chief, Tehorakwaneken. Later, Eleazer claimed de Joinville intentionally tracked 
him down to request—in exchange for small fortune—a signed abdication that would provide the prince 
an uncontested pathway to the throne. Eleazer refused. Eleazer promoted this claim throughout America, 
and although he found some support, he was discounted and ignored, until John H. Hanson published an 
article, “Have We a Bourbon Among Us?” in the February, 1853 edition of Putnam’s Monthly Magazine 
after which Prince de Joiner publicly refuted Eleazer’s account, denouncing it as “from one end to the 
other a work of the imagination, a fable woven wholesale. . ..” Rapidly Eleazer became the focus of 
outright ridicule. Crestfallen, he abandoned his family in Wisconsin, returned to New York, and continued 
to pursue his claims to the throne and a military service pension until he died, impoverished, in 1858. 

(For more information see, “Williams, Eleazer” at the online Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 
Bonaparte’s “Eleazer Williams: The Lost Mohawk” and “The Unquiet Rest of Eleazer Williams” at the 
Wampum Chronicles website, “Ellis’s “The Recollections of Rev. Eleazer Williams” in The Report and 
Collections on the State Historical Society of Wisconsin Vol 3, Morell’s “A Fable Woven Wholesale” at 
AptaVerse Blog, Hanson’s The Lost Prince: Facts Tending to Prove the Identity of Louis the Seventeenth, of 
France, and the Rev. Eleazar Williams. . .., and Stevens’s The Lost Dauphin, Louis XVII, Or Onwarenhiiaki 
the Indian Iroquois Chief) 

A scarce grouping. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade. Auction records show that 
a handful of Eleazer Williams signed letters and clipped autographs have appeared at auction (including 
eBay) over the last hundred years. Collections of Eleazer Williams papers are held at the Deerfield, Detroit, 
and Newberry Libraries. There are no records of autographed photographs, and the 1828 missionary 
certificate is clearly unique. 

SOLD #9963  
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10. [PHILATELY] [RAILROADS] [TRAVEL NARRATIVES] [WESTERN EXPANSION – ACROSS THE 

ALLEGHENIES] 

1835 – A  terrific description of the first railroad line through the Allegheny Mountains, a technological 
marvel that reduced travel time from Philadelphia to the Ohio River from weeks to 3-5 days. 

This three-page stampless letter measures 7 ¾” 
x 13”. It was written by Charles Harris in 
Pennsylvania to his brother, Pliny, in Maine. The 
letter is datelined “Ebensburg, Pa Sept. 12th 
1835”. It bears a “25” rate mark and circular 
Ebensburg postmark, dated “Sep 15”  In nice 
shape with a few splits beginning along some of 
the mailing folds. A transcript will be provided. 

In this long letter, Harris provides an incredibly 
detailed of a trip through the Appalachian 
Mountains via the Allegheny Portage Railroad. 

“You are aware probably, that Penn. Is 
considerably ahead of any other state in the 
number and extent of her public 
improvements. Of the canals, & Rail Roads, the 
Penn. Line which form as communications 
between the Atlantic & the great valley of 
Mississippi is the most important. This 
includes the Railroad from Phila to Columbia . 
. .  next a Canal to Hollidaysburg . . . thence, 
the Portage Rail Road across the Alleghany 
mountains to Johnstown . . . and from thence, 
a Canal to Pittsburg. . .. It has been every 
expensive to the State. The cost of the Portage 
Rail Road dos not fall much short of 2 million 
dollars. . .. 

“I will give you only a hasty description of the 
Portage, which will probably interest you the 
most. When this route was first surveyed, it 
was proposed to construct a Canal the whole way by means of a Tunnel through the base of the 
mountain, about four miles.  This design however was soon given up and the present R Road proposed. 
The bed of the road is graded about 25 ft wide, & has a double set of tracks. There are five Inclined Plains 
on each side of the mountain – the greatest angle of inclination with the horizon is about six degrees. 
Overcoming in the whole distance a rise and fall of nearly 26 hundred feet. Cars are drawn up by means 
of stationary engines at the head of each plane of 30 or 35 horse power. The most interesting parts of 
the work that I observed in passing along, were the Tunnel through a spur of the mountain, and a Viaduct 
across the Conemaugh a small river on the western side.  By the politeness of our Capt. we were 
permitted to alight from the car and indulge our fancy in our examination of each. The Tunnel is 900 ft 
in length, cut through a solid rock arched only a short distance at each end. The Viaduct is built of a kind 
of sand stone – has a single arch of 80 ft span. . .. 
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“The location . . . is through an entire wilderness. The eye of the traveller is arrested in some places, by 
the dense and almost impenetrable forests on either side, at the other by the lofty peaks of the  
Alleghenies rising to the clouds and again by the deep ravines winding among hills. . .. At the Summit 
there is a fine house of public entertainment  a store and a number of shantees which give the 
appearance of a little village. Here the passing traveller might spend a day or two very agreeably. The 
valetudinarian might stop to breath the luxury of the mountain air, and find it perhaps as beneficial as a 
trip to Saratoga or the White Sulphur. The sportive individual too might find amusement and healthful 
exercise by an occasional ramble in the forests. Game is plenty. Turkey & Pheasants are numerous, and 
you may sometimes observe the timid deer trip carelessly along as if unmindful of the passerby. 
Travellers, if they desire it can seldom miss a good dinner of Venison at this season of the year. . .. 

“The building of McAdamized road across the mountain to connect the two portions of the canal at 
points below the junction of the R. Road has been in contemplation for some time past. It is thought the 
Rail Road will never be able to do the business required, besides there is a want of water in those 
portions of the canal nearest the mountain. . .. The Rail Road is a splendid piece of work and shows what 
ingenuity and labors can accomplish. The deep excavations, the high embankments, the tunnel, viaduct, 
& culverts present to the view, a work of vast labour and expense, and must command the admiration 
of every beholder, not merely for the execution, but the boldness of the design. . ..” 

Indeed, the Allegheny Portage Railroad was a marvel of its time. It opened in 1834, only a year before this 
letter was written, and remained in operation until 1854. The all-weather line rose along saw-toothed, 
straightaways where animal teams pulled amphibious wheeled barges along slightly inclined narrow-
gauge tracks. At intervals there were five sections of much steeper trackwork where the wheeled barges 
were attached by cables to stationary steam-engine-powered windlasses that did the heavy lifting. The 
railroad’s 901-foot-long Staple Bend tunnel was the first railroad tunnel built in the United States, 
although two canal tunnels preceded it.  

The letter also contains descriptions of the region’s burgeoning iron industry, especially around Pittsburg, 
its coal deposits, its fertile cropland, and its mineral springs. 

Very scarce. At the time of listing, there are no other contemporary first-hand descriptions of this railroad 

for sale in the trade, and none have ever come up for auction per the Rare Book Hub. The companies 

surviving files are scattered between several institution per OCLC. 

SOLD  #9957  
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11. [BUSINESS – BOOTMAKING] [ECONOMICS - DEPRESSIONS] [EDUCATION - ACADEMIES] [EXONUMIA 

– HARD TIMES] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – PRESIDENTIAL] 

1841-1845 – An archive of correspondence between an exceptionally wealthy  Massachusetts 

bootmaker-politician and his son regarding life as a student at Philips Exeter Academy and chronicling 

the devastating seven-year depression that followed The Panic of 1837. 

This archive consists of nine stampless folded 

letters between Nathaniel White at Quincy, 

Massachusetts,  and his son, George, who 

attended Philips Exeter Academy and later Yale. 

The letters were written between 1841 and 1845; 

eight were written by Nathaniel and one by 

George. The letters bear a variety of manuscript 

and handstamped postal markings. In nice shape. 

Transcripts provided. 

The archive also contains two anti-Democrat 

“Hard Times” tokens, ridiculing Presidents 

Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren whose 

fiscal policies caused the American economy to 

crash and enter a depression as least as deep and 

catastrophic as that of the 1930s.  

Nathaniel White was a prominent and extremely 

wealthy Democratic politician who had amassed 

a “fortune” in the shoemaking industry after it 

changed from a piece-work process into a central 

shop system that allowed for much greater 

production.  

In the letters, without mentioning Jackson or Van Buren, Nathaniel describes the collapse of his 

shoemaking business, continued funding of George’s education, his opposition to the Cold Water Party (a 

temperance faction of the Democrats associated with the Know-Nothings), and the mid-term election of 

1842 which turned out the Quincy Democrats replacing them with Whigs. 

A few excerpts include: 

12 July 1841 – “I have sold about 2000 pr of the Brogans (that is rather slow,) . . . well I am in hopes that 

the Boot trade will be full middling this next fall. . .. If you are in want of any money to pay your Board, 

or other neccessarys you will just write say when you want it. . ..” 

30 July 1841 – “You ought not give your self any uneasiness on my account for I should not of undertaken 

[your enrollment at Exeter] had I not ment to go with you in all things necessary for your progression. . 

.. A. Wood &c has cum in & ordered 60 cases of Boots of different kinds and I must attend to my Business. 

. .. If I do not cum up you will hear from me in season to pay your board. . ..” 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009960/nathaniel-georg-white/1841-1845-an-archive-of-correspondence-between-an-exceptionally-wealthy-massachusetts
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5 November 1841 – (From George) “We are 

examined by the Teachers at the close of the 

1 & 2 terms, and by the Trustees at the close 

of the 3d term. . .. Those who have not 

ambition enough to go ahead with their 

studies are those who have parts in the 

exhibition at the end of the. . .. Without your 

sustaining arm in pecuniary affairs my desires 

for a liberal education would come to naught. 

. .. My board will amount to $38. . ..I dont 

know about my wood but I think it will be 

about $5, and lights $1.25 and there are 

several books that is necessary that I should 

have one is Webster’s Dictionary came to 

about $3.50 and Anthon’s Classical Dictionary 

. . . costs about $5. and I shall have to purchase 

several Greek books. . ..” 

17 February 1842 – From Nathaniel: “I made a 

good years work last year nominally but how 

it will prove before I get my pay I know not, 

but think I shall loose 8 or 10 hundred dollers 

and the old debts I think much of it will go by the Bankrupt Law. . .. I can calculate rather over $3,000 

loss in all . . . when I get rid of the old debts . . . I shall feel more comfortable. . ..” 

6 November 1842 – From Nathaniel: “Mr Gregory [the Universalist minister and leader of the Cold Water 

Party] has undertaken to drive every body to act & do as he does . . . and that makes a great deal of 

trouble. . .. At any rate . . . He will be arrested . . . for haveing 2 wifes and I do not see any thing to save 

him from the states prison. . .. My business it is not worth having. . .. I am [now] dismissing my thick shoe 

makers for I have no orders nor do I expect to have any and I have amost all my shoes on hand that I 

had made, several thousand pr at any rate, I have sold about 2200 pr of boots but sold low for the sake 

of selling. . .. Our election cums of now in about a weak. . .. There is so many parties I cannot give any 

gess how it will go in Quincy, about all they talk about is Gregory [who] I am afrade will throw us off the 

track. . .. I wish for you to keep along as tho you were sure of Receiving my aid . . . I shall not forsake you 

[unless] compelled to by poverty. . ..” 

27 November 1842 – Nathaniel: “You had better cum home . . . on account of expence in these hard 

times, your Board will cum to more than the expence home & back and your lights [and} fewell &c must 

cost more than in warm weather. . .. I should rather send less money now [just] what is necessary for 

the present term and then more when you want it. . ..” 

3 April 1843 – Nathaniel: “We 7 men by we [I mean] prety much all the old leading democrats were 

unsuccessful [at our town’s] Citizens Meeting, which was on account of being split up by Gregory last 

fall at that meeting. . .. The result was all the Whigs were elected. . .. Having the Democrat Party Broken 

Up in such a maner is I think two bad after we have ben [working] so hard & long, to have sutch a man 

as John Gregory cum in without the shadow of good principle. . .. There is a man . . . a violent whig but 

Gregory tickled him up so he voted for him last Fall, and this spring . . . he signed the temperance Pledge 
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in hopes by so doing he should get employ as keepr of the 

Alms House . . . but he was disappointed in that and he took 

it in his head every body were enemys to him and I suppose 

a little deranged went down to the alms house kicked in one 

window. . .. [He] met Mr Gregory went at him saying the 

world id on fier & cuming to an end [and] kicked him in the 

belly [and] grabbed him by the hair struck him several times 

saying you are the d--d Rascal that has caused all this trouble 

&c &c.” 

9 August 1844 – Nathaniel: “Now as for what Coledge you go 

to you must Loock out for your self about  I have asked 

several persons about it and each one have theyer Favorite 

Place so that I can not judge for you. . ..” 

Presidents Jackson and Van Buren were blamed by the vast majority of the population for the Panic of 

1837 and its follow-on depression, and both of these “Hard Times” tokens were issued to humorously 

vent the country’s anger. 

The obverse of one of the tokens in this archive features Jackson as a pirate raiding a strong box, 

brandishing a sword, and clutching a bag of money while proclaiming, “I take the responsibility.” The 

reverse features a Democratic donkey along with Jackson’s oft-ridiculed statement, “The Constitution 

as I understand it.” 

The obverse of the other token features a ship crashing into a rocky coast with the legend “Van Buren / 

Metallici Current.” The reverse shows a ship, the Constitution, racing at full speed under blossoming sails 

with the U.S. flag unfurled and the legend “Webster / Credit Current.” Daniel Webster, of course, was 

the leader of the Whigs. 

George White, Nathaniel’s son, went on to become one of the most prominent men in 19th-century 

Massachusetts. After graduating from both Harvard and Yale, he practiced law and served in numerous 

judicial positions in the state and on the state’s Constitutional Convention Committee.  He founded the 

Chauncey School in Boston and later purchased the Quincy Patriot which he then edited. 

For more information, see Hazard’s “The Organization of the Boot and Shoe Industry in Massachusetts 

Before 1875” in The Quarterly Journal of Economics Vol 27 No 2, “George White” in Reno and Jones’s 

Biographical: Massachusetts, Campbell’s “Panic of 1837” at The Economical Historia website,  Memoirs of 

John Quincy Adams comprising portions of his Diary from 1795 to 1848 edited by Charles Francis Adams, 

“Massachusetts Convention” in Universalist Union 3 July 1841, and Schwager’s “Hard Times Tokens” at 

the Coinage website.  

Rather scarce. At the time of listing, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, and Rare Book Hub reports 

nothing similar has appeared at auction. OCLC notes several institutions hold single letters mentioning 

the impact of the Panic of 1837 and the Hard Times depression that followed, and that the University of 

Michigan has a similar archive however it doesn’t contain any reports about any of the subsequent 1840s 

elections.  Various Hard Times tokens can be found for sale at coin shows and on eBay. 

$2,000   #9960 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009960/nathaniel-georg-white/1841-1845-an-archive-of-correspondence-between-an-exceptionally-wealthy-massachusetts
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12. [MILITARY – MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – PRESIDENTIAL] 

1846 – An Indiana officer from the most misused regiment in the war relates the monotony of life in 
the Army’s worst camp just before the Battle of Buena Vista. 

This three-page stampless folded letter measures 15½” x 
9¾” unfolded. It was sent by Lieutenant Harrison Daily to 
his father in Charleston, Indiana and datelined “Camp 
Belnap September 12 1846”. It bears a manuscript “10” 
rate mark and a rare shaded, italicized, straight-line 
postmark “Pt Isabel” “.  

Daily was a member of the Clark Guards, which was 
assigned to the Third Regiment in Indiana’s Volunteer 
Brigade. By the time his unit reached Texas, General 
Zachary Taylor had already routed a much larger Mexican 
army at the Battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma 
and was enroute to Monterrey. Much to their chagrin, 
the found themselves stationed at Camp Belknap a 
miserable, intemperate, sandy, and disease-ridden 
temporary collection point that held almost 8,000 
arriving volunteers. His letter reads in part: 

“We have but three men in the Hospital at this time. . .. 
the two first are well in a manner and will be on duty in 
a few days if they get no backset. Brauneck will die in a 
few days & all that appears to be the matter with him is a want of energy. he was taken unwell when 
we first landed . . . & has laid in his tent & the Hospital ever since without energy sufficient to move 
around. this is the worst climate for a Lazy man for when he is down once it requires a greater effort for 
him to move and every one of us more or less suffers with laziness. the sun shines very warm and if it 
was not for a constant breeze we could not stand it. [We are told] that our regiment will move up the 
river in a few days but I doubt it very much. [as] it is reported as being quite unhealthy up the river. . .. 
Our regiment has moved down on the bank of the river again for the Convenience of water. When we 
were in the Chapperal all the water we used had to be carried from the river and they had to make a 
salt lagoon waist deep to get it. . .. I would not be supprised if you see Jack Carr at Home by the first of 
Nov. he mopes around here and I think he will Resign. . ..” 

He also provided an update on the campaign. 

“Genl. Taylor left Comago for Monteray on the 5th inst & it is reported that the Mexicans have a force 
of some 10,000 men there if the report should prove true he will undoubted have a fight. . .. Captain 
Gilson & Col. Lane went up the River to Matamoras on last Monday & will probably go on to Comargo. 
We look for them Back by Sunday & I suppose they will bring the news when they return. . ..” 

(Daily’s letter would have been transported to a supply depot named Fort Polk in honor of the president 
where it was transferred to a U.S. post office that had been established at Point (now Port) Isabel. The 
shaded, italicized straight-line “Pt Isabel” postmark on this letter is especially rare. It is identified on page 
389 of the 1997 edition of the  American Stampless Cover Catalog where it was valued at $800 in 1997. 
At that time, the ASSC noted that the earliest known use of this marking was on 16 September 1846; the 
postmark on this letter predates that by four days.) 
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Life for Daily and the 
Indiana Brigade only 
got worse as the war 
progressed. In camp, 
the daily routine never 
changed: two hours of 
squad drill in the 
morning followed by 
both company and 
regimental drill in the 
afternoon. Intervening 
periods were filled by 
gathering wood, water, 
and provisions, cooking, 
washing, and camp 
maintenance. With 
time, the volunteers from other states began to join the regulars, and by December 10th, Belknap was 
deserted except for the Indiana Brigade. 
As the result of petty differences between 
General Taylor and Indiana Brigade’s 
chain of command, none of its regiments 
were called forward; instead, two were 
relocated slightly upriver of Belknap, and 
to the disgust of Daily’s first regiment, it 
was ordered south to an even more miserable location guarding the mouth of the Rio Grande.  Morale 
plummeted as disease ravaged the unit. Violent diarrhea, from both foul rations and contaminated water 
that ran downriver and needed to be strained and boiled before use, ran rampant. There was no hospital 
and inadequate medical support. On many days, the regiment could not even muster 200 men for its 
morning formation, and fife and drum death marches played constantly throughout the day. After lumber 
in the camp was exhausted, barrels were broken apart to fashion caskets, and when they ran out, men 
were buried in the sand wrapped only in their blankets. Graves seldom stayed covered for long as winds 
shifted the dunes.  

Finally, the Brigade  was called forward to Monterey in December. The 390-mile march was tedious and 
exhausting as men choked on clouds that rose from roads covered with ankle-deep dust. Yet they 
persevered and became almost celebratory as they approached the federal camp at Walnut Springs. Then, 
six miles out, a courier arrived bearing an order directly from General Taylor. The entire Indiana Brigade 
was informed its services were not required in the upcoming battle and it was directed to return to its 
former camps. Apparently, the General had considerable dislike for the Indianians. So, the men trudged 
back from where they had come until another courier overtook them at Matamoros; Taylor had redirected 
them to march back to Walnut Springs, where they prepared to join the attack on Buena Vista.  

Almost needless to say, when Taylor capitalized on his military service during the 1848 presidential 
election, Indiana’s electoral votes were cast for his opponent, Senator Lewis Cass of Michigan. 

(For more information, see Whitcomb and Perry’s Indiana in the Mexican War, and Buley’s three-part 
article and “Indiana in the Mexican War” in the Indiana Magazine of History, September 1919-March 
1920.  

SOLD #9948  
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13. [EDUCATION – UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION – CHINA MISSIONARY] 

1847 & 1849 – Two letters from a member of the University of Michigan’s first graduating class who 
became one of the first American missionaries at Foochow (Fuzhou) after foreign access to China was 
opened following the First Opium War. 

Two stampless letters sent by Judson Dwight 
Collins from Foochow (Fuzhou), China to his Uncle 
Cheney at home in New York. One is datelined 
“Fuh-Chu-Fuh. China. Oct 12. 1847” and the other 
“Fu ch ua China Sep 20 49”.  

The 1847 cover bears a “By Ship” manuscript 
annotation and a New York City 12-cent ship 
receiving handstamp dated March 1, [1848]. 

The 1849 cover bears what appears to be a 
manuscript “Local/Paid 2/4” (2 shilling / 4 
pence) annotation as well as a rectangular 
“PAID” handstamp. It is annotated, “ By Ship / 
car Rawle Drinker & Co. / Hong Kong” in the 
upper front left corner and bears a Hong Kong 
transmit handstamp on the reverse. A red New 
York City 12-cent ship receiving postmark with 
an indistinct date is at the upper right. 

Collins, a native of Wayne County, New York, was 
one of the twelve young men in the University of 
Michigan’s first graduating class in 1845, after 
which he instructed student in Latin, Greek, 
botany, chemistry, and rhetoric for two years at 
Albion College. He was ordained as a Methodist 
elder in 1847 and volunteered to accompany the 
Reverend M. C. White to establish the first 
Methodist mission in China at the Foochow Treaty 
Port which had recently been opened following 
the British victory in the First Opium War. They arrived in Foochow in September, and Collins opened a 
school for boys later that year. He established a second school in 1848, and along with White worked on 
a Bible translation and distributed religious tracts throughout the region.  

Collins commenced his first letter shortly after his arrival. Although he barely mentions his missionary 
duties, the detail he provides about the Foochow region and its people is captivatingly detailed. He begins 
with the location of his mission. 

“This place is called Foutchow E. of Canton. I have written it . . . to give you the best idea I can of 
pronunciation here. . .. I am living in a comfortable house on an Island in the river Min. The Island which 
is small is densely covered with houses on each side of it. A long stone bridge crosses the branch of the 
river  Ships come up to this place which is about 30 miles from the ocean  The city is on each side of the 
river mostly however to the north. . ..  .  You know that Fuhchau is the middle one of the five [treaty] 
ports in China. Having Canton and Amoy to the South and Mingpo and Shanghai to the North. You notice 
further  it is situated a few miles (30) up the River Min. The river Min about halfway from the Ocean to 
the City Separates to from a Great Island 15 or so miles long. Opposite the City is a small Island called 
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Tun Chu. A part of the Suburbs cover 
it. There I live when at home. A 
bridge goes from the Is of Fun Ch 
across the river on each side. . ..”  

[Collins inserted a well-done hand-
drawn map at this point.] 

“The plain north a few hills rising up 
in it extends every side of the city 
from 5 to 10 miles. Then comes on 
the mountain country. Then comes 
some very rugged rocky hills to the 
S.W. of our house over which we 
see the sun go down of in great 
glory. Not being much used to rocks 
& precipices having only seen . . . the short hills or sand knobs of Michigan. I thought it would be worth 
while to get a good look at something which is really up and down. I have before rambled over the 
mountains about here . . . always delighted and amazingly tired. These hills are naked of trees and give 
a man small chance of ? on them. . ..”  

He also includes a description of the local streets and buildings 

“I can give you no correct idea in words of a Chinese city. The houses usually are stone & without cellars 
and built around a square open place in the middle. The material is usually brick which forms the outside 
& inside faces of the walls and the space between is filled up with a very coarse rude plaster made of 
dirt broken earthen brick bats and such like. The roofs are of earthen tiles. . ..  The streets as they are 
called here would not allow a wagon to pass through them. They are so narrow that if two horses were 
to stand side by side in there would scarcely be room for a man to pass. . ..” 

As well he describes food, crops, and the manner of dress. 

“The country about Fuhchau is at first a plain rather river flats which are kept most of the time covered 
with . . . rice. Boiled rice is the principal food of the Chinese, a man of moderate capacity will swallow 
three good sized bowlsful at a meal & feel tolerable hungry after. There method of eating is very elegant. 
That is they bring the edge of the bowl to their open jaws and with a couple of sticks poke in the grain 
till their chops are descended like a chipmunks after cornplanting. . .. 2 crops of rice and 1 of wheat can 
be raised in a year. There are orchards of pear, plumbs, peach, orange, olive, and many other kinds of 
fruit trees. . .. Sugar cane grows here in abundance. And sugar is cheep. Several potatoes are raised 
instead of the Murphies. I was up at Shanghai a few months since [and] went by canal about 80 miles. A 
crop a plain as level as the ocean. It is amazingly productive. The wheat field stretching out as far as my 
eyes could reach. . .. The rice is raised on the flats along the courses of the rivers. It is now nearly rip, 
and as we have had no rain of late the fields are watered by pumping up water from the river and ditches 
leading from the river. . .. The hogs raised are the ‘real Chinas’ short chubby and as black as coal. A good 
many people in the city keep a pig and fed it on slops. . .. 

“In warm weather the people who labor wear nothing but a pair of very short trousers reaching about 
from their hips to their knees. The more genteel wear long cotton or silk frocks, drawers, white cloth 
stockings and cloth shoes with soles of at least an inch in thickness made I think of felt. . ..” 

And finally, while not directly addressing his mission, Collins provides his perspective of the local religion. 
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“You will doubtless be glad to know something of the 
religious observances of this people. Like other nations 
destitute of Gospel light they are Idolaters. There is 
something in the thought that man created in his Makers 
Image. Of high  & mighty capabilities. Spiritual in his 
nature & destined to immortality. Should bow down to 
stacks of wood & stone and painted clay. So abhorrent to 
right reason – to every better feeling of our nature that 
it is painful to cherish it. To the reflecting mind it imparts 
pain second only to that which he experiences when 
viewing who has rejected all worship of God and is 
putting forth every energy to rob himself of the high 
prirogation which possesses of worshiping God. But sad 
as is Idolatry ? are here ? called upon to witness it. We 
see the city “give to idolatry. The temples are the finest 
edifices in the city. And there are multitudes of them. The 
priests inhabit these and have the care of them.  One sect 
of priests have their head shaved perfectly bald. They 
subsist & support the temple upon voluntary 
contributions. Several have called upon us for voluntary contributions. Several have called upon us for 
donations. But we have not thought consistent to indulge them. On these temples there are multitudes 
of Idols mostly of human form and from 2 or 3 inches to 15 or 20 In height. Almost every town has an 
idol put up in a neat little cupboard like piece of furniture and the Chinese burn incense before them – 
sometimes they make a feast before them I saw a case where a man had spread his table with rich food 
before the idol & let it remain over night supposing the deity would partake of the spiritual part during 
the night & with morning he assisted by his family would eat the remainder. . ..” 

In 1850, Collins became the Superintendent of the Foochow Mission, however he did not remain so for 
long. Sanitary conditions were problematic on the island, and after Collins became seriously ill, he 
returned home to Michigan in 1851 and died the following year at his parents’ home in Washtenaw 
County. 

Not long after Collins departed, the mission relocated off the island to nearby Cangqian Hill and 
established the Church of Heavenly Peace, which played a major role in development of modern China 
until forced from the country following the communist victory in the civil war. 

Sandwith Drinker and Samuel Birge Rawle, whose company is mentioned on one of the covers as a 
forwarding agent, settled in Hong Kong in 1846 and jointly formed a mercantile business. 

(For more information, see Brunger’s “The Grave of Judson Collins - First Methodist Missionary to China” 
from the May 1979 issue of Historical Messenger and Carlson’s The Foochow Missionaries 1847-1880, 
both available online.)  

An exceptionally rare set of letters. No similar first-hand manuscript accounts of life in China from the 
early missionary years are for sale in the trade or have been sold at auction per the Rare Book Hub. Little 
original source material from the early treaty port missions is held by institutions. OCLC reports an 1848 
letter from the first Baptist missionary in China is held at Wake Forest University, a biographical file related 
Collins is held by the Detroit Public Library, and Ohio Wesleyan University holds journal kept by Collins’s 
assistant, Moses White.  

SOLD   #9972 
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14. [CALIFORNIANA] [CRIME – VIGILANCE COMMITTEES] [POLITICS – STATE] 

[1851] – Letter from San Francisco to Vermont describing the birth of the San Francisco Committee of 
Vigilance, a near-lynching that was witnessed by thousands and interrupted by the Washington Guards 

This three-page letter 
headed “San Francisco, 
Apr.”, bears no year 
date, however its author 
accurately describes the 
events of February, 1851 
that gave birth to the San 
Francisco Committee of 
Vigilance. In nice shape. 
A transcript will be 
provided. 

“We had considerable 
excitement here some 
weeks ago; but I 
presume you have 
heard of it; but in case you have not, I will relate it. Two men went into the store of one of our merchants 
in the evening, and asked to look at some blankets, while the store-keeper had his back turned, to take 
them down, one of the men struck him with a heavy slung shot, knocking him down, rendering him 
insensible, and nearly killing him; the other then robbed the store of $2000.00 they then both fled; 
several days after they were arrested, when it was known that they were taken, the citizens collected 
together, and endeavored to take the prisoners from the jail, and lynch them on the Square; they would 
have succeeded if a company of soldiers had not [come] to the rescue; the crowd still continued to 
remain around the place where the prisoners was confined, for three or four days, numbering at time 
from six to ten thousands attempting also at times to break into the jail and take them out by force; 
however they did not succeed; they then appointed a judge and jury from among the crowd, and 
proceed to try them without delay; all but one of the jury was for lynching them and therefore they 
could do nothing with them until the proper courts had tried them with out breaking their word, for 
they had promised to abide by the jury’s decision. The excitement at last was over. . ..” 

On 19 February 1851, two men entered the Jansen & Bond Company and after knocking J. C. Jansen 
unconscious and leaving him for dead, fled with $2,000 in gold coins. Although the crime was no more 
heinous than the hundreds that occurred weekly, Jansen was so well known and popular that the public 
became unusually incensed. One of the perpetrators was identified as James Stewart (or Stuart), a British 
convict who, after completing a 12-year sentence in an Australian penal colony, had come to California 
seeking easy pickings in both the gold fields and the booming cities of San Francisco and Sacramento. Just 
the month before, Stewart had murdered a Sheriff in Marysville and stole $4,000 from his home. On 20 
February, the San Francisco police arrested another Englishman, Thomas Berdue, whom they mistakenly 
believed to be Stewart. Both men had near identical appearances including scars above the left eye and 
crippled forefingers. Although Jensen hovered near death, when Stewart was taken to his bedside, the 
merchant identified him as the assailant.  Word spread and a mob gathered in the street to steal Berdue 
from the police and it was only following the appearance of the Washington Guard that he was safely 
returned to his cell. After the mob surrounding the jail grew to 6,000, the authorities agreed to hold an 
immediate ad hoc trial. When one jury member, G. E. Shenk, surprisingly announced he was not convinced 
of Berdue’s guilt, the crowd went wild and attacked the jury, shouting “Hang them too!” The police, aided 



To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

by 250 volunteers, held fast, and it wasn’t until a month later that 
Berdue was convicted in an official court after which he was 
transferred to Marysville to stand trial for the sheriff’s murder. 
Again, Berdue was misidentified as Stewart, convicted, and 
sentenced to hanging. Luckily, his execution was postponed for in 
July, the real James Stewart was caught robbing a ship. At his trial, 
Stewart unexpectedly confessed to a number of other crimes 
including the sheriff’s murder and the assault and robbery of 
Jansen. Within two hours, the real Stewart was hanging from a 
makeshift gallows erected on Market Street. Afterwards, Berdue 
was freed from Maryville and compensated with a payment of 
$2,000. 

The Committee of Vigilance was formally organized during these 
events on 9 June 1851 and soon claimed over 600 members. It 
operated extra-legally and often in opposition to the corrupt San 
Francisco government.  Members captured, held, interrogated, 
tried, and sentenced suspects without due process. It concentrated its efforts to stop the city’s rampant 
crime by closing disreputable boarding houses and isolating ships in the harbor which were known to be 
nests of crime. Four people were lynched, and one was publicly flogged. It also eliminated a core of violent 
Australian convicts, deporting fourteen to Australia, exiling another fourteen, and turning fifteen over to 
the police for trial. The Committee then dissolved as the September elections approached. 

The Committee was reestablished in 1856, after a crusading newspaper editor, James King of William, was 
assassinated by James P. Casey, a city supervisor and key member of the Democratic Party’s notoriously 
corrupt political machine that ruled San Francisco. The public had again had enough and soon the 
reincarnated Committee attracted over 6,000 members determined to clean up the city government. In 
the well-founded fear that he would escape punishment through political influence a large force of 
Committee members removed Casey from the city jail along with Charles Cora, who had murdered a 
sheriff. After trials were held at Committee headquarters, both men were hung from beams extended 
from the building’s windows. The executions were ceremoniously conducted before a formation of three 
thousand Committee members bearing muskets and sabers and 10,000 citizens who cheered from the 
windows and roofs of nearby buildings. Following the hanging, Governor J. Neely Johnson, declared San 
Francisco “in a state of insurrection” and along with William T. Sherman, who he had appointed to lead 
the California militia, and an utterly despicable California Supreme Court Justice, David S. Terry, 
impotently attempted to regain control of the city.  By June, the political machine was dismantled and 
over twenty of the mayor’s cronies were deported to Panama or the Sandwich Islands. The Committee 
disbanded after establishing a People’s Party which swept the Democrats from office in the fall election. 

(Williams’s History of the San Francisco Committee of Vigilance. . .. is the most objective, authoritative, 
and detailed account of the 1851 Committee. For 1856 Committee information, see excerpts from 
Wooley’s California: 1849-1913. . .. at the San Francisco City Museum website, Florcken’s “The Law and 
Order View of the San Francisco Vigilance Committee of 1856” in the California Historical Society Quarterly 
Vol 14 No 4 and The Memoirs of William T. Sherman.) 

Exceptionally scarce. At the time of listing, no other first-hand accounts of first attempted lynching by 
the Vigilance Committee are for sale in the trade, nor have any ever appeared at auction per the Rare 
Book Hub. OCLC identifies only one similar account, which is held at Yale, however others may be in 
Vigilance Committee papers collections held at Yale and the Huntington. 

SOLD   #9961  
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15. [BUSINESS – BOOKS & PUBLISHING] [PHILATELY] 

1852 – Bookseller’s catalog featuring “Niles Principles and Acts of the Revolution in America and over 
100 other Rare and Valuable Works.” 

This four-page printed catalog was issued in 1852 by 
Sylvanus G. Deeth, a prominent New Brunswick, 
New Jersey bookseller. It was sent through the 
postal system in an unsealed envelope at the 
“Circular” rate of 1-cent. The envelope is annotated 
“Circular” in the upper left corner and is franked 
with a blue, 1-cent, imperforate stamp that has 
been canceled with a blurred circular postmark. The 
circular is in nice shape; the envelope shows some 
edgewear, and the stamp has been closely trimmed 
along the top edge. 

A half-page advertisement in Norton's Literary 
Register And Book Buyers Almanac for 1854    
announced that Deeth,  a “Dealer in Rare and 
Valuable American books with Public and Private 
Libraries, Book Collectors, and Literary Persons, 
throughout the Union, Buys, sells, and exchanges, 
deals extensively in scarce and valuable Periodicals 
– American and English – but primarily American. . 
..” This catalog makes that apparent. 

Deeth had recently purchased the remaining stock 
of Niles’ Principles and Acts of the Revolution in 
America, and he promotes it heavily in this catalog, devoting almost 2½ pages to its description, the page-
and-a-half lists priced titles from his inventory including a 76-volume set of the Niles’ Register, an 8-
volume set of the American Annual Register, a 6-volume set of the Army and Navy Chronicle, 20 years of 
the American Rail Road Journal and over 100 additional titles.  The catalog also notes that “any of the 
works specified [can] be supplied, most of them (but not all,)at about half of the subscription prices.”  

Deeth was a prominent New Jersey book seller who achieved posthumous fame when his personal library 
was sold by J. E. Cooley in New York who published a catalog of its contents as Bibliotheca Americana . . . 
an Exceedingly Valuable Collection of Books entirely Relating to America [including] Autograph Letters of 
George Washington and Books from Washington’s Library. . .. 

Prior to selling books, Deeth taught calligraphy for at least a time in Virginia as attested to by an 
advertisement in the Alexandria Gazette & Daily Advertiser of 6 December 1821, which notes he 
guarantees that “any diligent pupil may acquire the theory of two correct hands in 15 days. . ..” Most likely 
the two writing ‘theories’ that he taught were the most common and useful styles in the first half of the 
19th century, a mercantile script well suited for business writing and a “running hand” which could be 
rapidly written with lifting the pen from its paper. 

At the time, advertising circulars could be mailed at the heavily discounted rate of 1-cent provided they 
were not sealed shut. 

A nice example of a catalog issued by a 19th century dealer who specialized in books printed in America.  

$250 #9958  



To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

16. [ALMANACS] [BUSINESS: BOOKS & PUBLISHING] [MILITARY – CIVIL WAR] [POLITICS – 
CONFEDERACY] 

1862 -The Confederate Almanac for 1862 

Confederate States Almanac for the Year of Our Lord 1862. 
Being the second after Bissextile, or Leap Year, The Eighty-
Sixth of American Independence and the Second of The 
Confederate State. Calculations Made At The University of 
Alabama. Edited by T. O. (Thomas Osmond) Summers. 
Nashville, Tennessee: Southern Methodist Publishing 
House, 1862. Approximately 4¾“ x 6 ½ “. String-bound 
pamphlet with 32 pages including title. Cover title inside of 
a rectangular frame. Small vignettes on monthly tables. 
Faint dampstain and light soiling. Bit of wear at the corners. 
Listed in  Parrish & Willingham 5293 and  Eberstadt 134:231. 

In addition to astronomical tables prepared by the 
University of Alabama, this almanac contains information 
promoting the Confederacy including a patriotic poem, The 
Stars and Bars, a list of government officials, and a note that 
optimistically  announces,  “As this is going to press, the 
telegraph reports that the number [of states] is increased to 
twelve, by the admission of Missouri.” As well, a densely 
typeset “Memorabilia” section lists important events 
between 20 December 1860 and 26 November 1861. Many 
relate to the early skirmishes in Virginia and also the fight for Missouri. Some of the entries include: 

“Apl. 19. – The Massachusetts regiment fires on the people, and many are killed. . .. Great excitement 
follows, and the Maryland people proceed to burn the railroad bridges, and tear up the track. . .. 

May 10-11. – St. Louis massacre[s]. The German volunteers, under Francis P. Blair., Jr. wantonly fire upon 
the people in the streets of St. Louis, killing and wounding a large number. . The defenceless people 
again shot down. Thirty-three citizens butchered in cold blood. . .. 

May 24. – Alexandria, VA., occupied by 5000 Federal troops, the Virginians having retreated. Co. 
Ellsworth killed by the heroic Jackson, who was martyred on the spot. . .. 

July 12. – Fight at Rich Mountain, Va., in which the less than 300  Confederates displayed Spartan valor 
in opposing over ten times their number by who they were overwhelmed. . ..” 

Nov. 15. – Lincolnite traitors burn bridges and cut down telegraph wires in East Tennessee. Many of 
them since apprehended. . ..” 

Leadership, missionary, and membership details (both “White” and “Colored”) for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South are included as is information about the church’s publishing houses including the 
one that produced this almanac, the Nashville Publishing House. Also included is a seven-page catalog of 
“Books for Sale” by J. B. M’Ferrin, an agent for the Nashville Publishing House. 

Scarce. Although digital, microform, and print-on-demand copies are plentiful, at the time of listing only 
one other example is for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub reports only six have appeared at auction 
in the past 135 years. OCLC reports 17 physical copies, however one is “Not Holdable” and some are 
microforms or reprints. 

SOLD    #9966  
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17. [BUSINESS – PROSTITUTION]  [CRIME – KEEPING A DISORDERLY HOUSE] [WOMEN] 

1862 – A Pennsylvania woman is indicted for keeping a “disorderly house” in Lycoming County. 

This lot contains four items: an indictment 
of Anna Maria Griffith for “keeping a 
disorderly house,” a warrant for Ms. Griffith 
and other witnesses to appear in court, a 
folded manila file cover, and a pink ribbon 
that binds the file cover.  Both the 
indictment and file cover are dated “No. 9 
January S. 1862. The warrant ordering her 
to appear at court and setting her bail at 
$100 is dated January 14, 1862. In nice 
shape. 

Ms. Griffith’s indictment by Lycoming 
County reads: 

“The Grand Inquest of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania . . . do 
present That Anna Maria . . . on the first 
day of January in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty two and for a long period of time both before and after . . . with force and arms 
did keep and maintain a common, ill governed and disorderly  house to the encouragement of idleness, 
gaming, drinking and other misbehaviour to the Common nuisance and disturbance of the neighborhood 
and of all the good citizens of this Commonwealth. . ..” 

The legal term “disorderly house” was first used in England when it appeared in “Disorderly Houses Act 
1751” which specifically noted that it included common bawdy houses or brothels, common gaming 
houses, common betting houses, and disorderly places of entertainment. Most commonly, charges were 
filed against madams who repeatedly used the same buildings for their brothels. In some states, the crime 
was a misdemeanor punishable by small fines or short imprisonments. Unfortunately, the outcome of this 
trial was not recorded in this file.  

Perhaps the trial never took place as disorderly houses were usually shut down quickly once complaints 
were received, and most arrests were never disputed. Most often, complaints were filed by neighbors 
willing to testify to the effect that a house was a  "resort of tipplers, gamblers, prostitutes, and other 
disorderly persons who disturbed the peace of the neighbors at all hours of the night" or that prostitutes 
and persons of "bad character" met there nightly to dance. Sometimes the police received more specific 
complaints that identified madams by name; one from New York City reported that on the previous 
Sunday afternoon either Ann Perkins or a female resident of her house was seen with a male "in a State 
of Nature with the front window open to the street." This scene proceeded "to drive from their windows 
every respectable female in view and collected a mob of boys."   

(For more information, see the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica, Cornell University’s Legal Information 
Institute, and Hill’s Their Sisters' Keepers: Prostitution in New York City, 1830-1870, all available online.) 

At the time of listing, no similar items are for sale in the trade. The Rare Book Hub shows four similar items 
have appeared at auction in the past 115 years. OCLC shows two similar items are held by institutions. 

SOLD #9971 
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18. [AMERICAN INDIANS –CHEROKEE & SAGINAW CHIPPEWA] [CRIME – MURDER] [MILITARY – CIVIL 
WAR] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS – RECONSTRUCTION & STATE] [RAILROADS] [WESTERN EXPANSION] 

1864-1868 – Three letters from a Michigan Civil War Medal of Honor Awardee: one reporting on the 
Battle of Campbell Tavern, one describing the aftermath of the crater explosion at Petersburg and the 
third recounts his new post-war  life in Missouri during the Reconstruction. 

The first of these three letters contains four pages and is 
datelined “Annapolis Maryland / April 8th 1864. Although 
unsigned, it is in the same hand as the other two letters 
and was found in the same lot, so it is safe to assume that 
it was written by the same author, Corporal John A. 
Falconer, a Civil War Medal of Honor Awardee, assigned to 
the 17th Michigan Infantry Regiment. The letter is enclosed 
in an envelope addressed to Mr. M. H. Thomas (a miner per 
the 1860 census) of Cherokee Flats, Butte County, 
California. The cover is franked with two 3-cent Franklin 
and one 2-cent Jackson stamps and postmarked with a 
circular Annapolis handstamp dated “Aug / 9 / 1864”. In 
nice shape; the Jackson stamp has some postal damage.  

In this letter, Falconer reports that he is well and goes on 
to inform Thomas that 

“We had hard times in Ten . . . we suffered everything 
cold hunger fatigue  we had to make shoes out of raw 
hide . . .  we lost a good many men in the fight at 
campbells station . . . we had two other skirmishes one 
at Mossy creek and Strawberry plains lost a man both 
times  we have got lots of recruits  our col just came 
from home last night . . .  there was only one fight at 
Knoxville and the rebs got licked so bad they will not try 
it again. there was a song made up a bout it there is a picture of . . . a charge made by our regt in the 
night on . . . a brick house we drove them out burnt the house and only lost two men  . . .  we left Tenn 
for the purpose of going on an expedition with Gen Burnside  the first mich colored regt is here in our 
camp and soon Indian sharpsooters  I don’t know where we will go we will start in 3 or 4 weeks I think  
. . .  we have got all of the battles on our colors that we have taken part in South mountain Pet’burg 
Jackson Knoxville and east Tenn  east Tennessee is to represent all the fights and suffering there” 

The 17th Michigan Infantry was raised in 1862, with soldiers recruited in south-central Michigan; one of 
its companies was composed almost entirely from students attending Michigan State Normal College 
(today, Eastern Michigan University). The regiment fought with distinction at the Battles of South 
Mountain and Antietam, earning the sobriquet, the “Stonewall Regiment.” Assigned to the Army of the 
Tennessee, it fought valiantly in numerous skirmishes and small battles throughout eastern Tennessee 
as the rear guard of the Union’s IX Corps and during the Siege of Knoxville, after which it was ordered to 
Annapolis where 200 fresh recruits replenished its ranks. After departing Annapolis, the 17th participated 
in General Grant’s 1864 campaign and fought at the Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Courthouse, 
and the Crater.  Falconer, at the time a corporal, was awarded the Medal of Honor for leading the action 
during the Siege of Knoxville that he described in his letter.  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009949/john-a-falconer/1864-1868-three-letters-from-a-michigan-civil-war-medal-of-honor-awardee-one-reporting-on-actions-in
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“The President of the United States of America, in the name of Congress, takes pleasure in presenting 
the Medal of Honor to Corporal John A. Falconer, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism on 
20 November 1863, while serving with Company A, 17th Michigan Infantry, in action at Fort Sanders, 
Knoxville, Tennessee. Corporal Falconer conducted the "burning party" of his regiment at the time a 
charge was made on the enemy's picket line, and burned the house which had sheltered the enemy's 
sharpshooters, thus insuring success to a hazardous enterprise.” 

The unit of ”Indian sharpsooters” mentioned by Falconer was Company K of the 1st Michigan 
Sharpshooters. It was organized in 1861 and composed of Saginaw Chippewa (Ottawa-Ojibwa) 
warriors. After initially serving in garrison duties, the company joined Burnsides at Annapolis and went 
on to fight at the Crater and the Battle of the Wilderness.  

The First Michigan Colored Regiment, later redesignated the 102nd Regiment of Colored Troops, was 
organized in Detroit with volunteers from Detroit and Canada in 1864 (1863 according to some 
sources). It saw limited combat in several minor battles and served as the second line of defense at 
Port Royal in garrison duty on the outskirts of Jacksonville, Florida. Of its nearly 1,500 members, six 
were killed in combat, five died of wounds, and 129 succumbed to disease.  

Cherokee Flatts (now Cherokee) was a gold mining town in Butte County, California. The area was 
inhabited by the Maidu Indians prior to the Gold Rush when they were displaced by a band of Cherokee 
miners from Oklahoma who established a claim on the site in 1849. During the 1850s, they were joined 
by a number of Welsh miners, and a first-rate town was soon formed. After Thomas Edison purchased 
and electrified one of the mines, in-mine lighting spread throughout the community.  The Cherokees 
were the first to perfect hydraulic mining which, although very efficient and highly profitable, wreaked 
havoc on the land. In its heyday, the mines of Cherokee Flats were among the most valuable in 
California. 

The second letter has two pages and is datelined 
“before Petersburg Va Aug 4th 64”. No mailing 
envelope as it was enclosed inside a newspaper 
that described the Battle of Petersburg. It was 
sent by Private John A. Falconer, a Civil War 
Medal of Honor Awardee. In nice shape.  

Some of the highlights include: 

“I send this inside of a paper it has the 
account of the fight we had here last 
saturday  I saw it all but the blowing up of the 
fort. I was not up to front soon enough but I 
saw all I wanted to  some of the wounded laid 
in the field 36 hours through the hot sun  it 
was awful to see the dead piled up  this paper will give you some sight into it so I will not write anything 
about it  it will not stop here yet  old grant will try them another hack before long  I think our rgt is in 
the rear . . .  we are making . . . about the size of a common flour barrel  they are much like a willow 
basket and used for fortification  . . .  we drawed cold fish last night for the first time  we live better 
now than we ever did before in the army  there is another call up of 500000 men to be drafted after 
the 1st of sep if not filled up by volltr before. . ..” 
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The third letter consists of three pages and is datlined 
“Knob Noster Mo. July 2nd 68”. No mailing envelope. It 
was sent by Falconer from his new home in Knob 
Noster, Missouri. In nice shape. A transcript will be 
provided.  

Its content is wide-ranging; Falconer discusses his 
homestead, growth of the town, the Pacific Railroad 
(Missouri Pacific Railroad), a murder, and 
reconstruction politics in Missouri. Excerpts include: 

“I came here about 3 months ago I have been at 
work masoning I have mad from $5 to $6 aday . . . 
the country is improving fast . . . good fruit and 
grains [and] winter wheat . . . we have bought 120 
acres of land here 110 acres of prairie 20 of timber 
for $2200. . .. 2 years ago this place did not have 
hardly a house now it has about 40 stores and shops 
of business  it is on the P.R.R. you can see from two 
to 6 and 7 freight trains in here at one time. “I was 
sitting in the depot one evening when a couple 
young men of this place got to fighting and one of them shot the other dead  they tryed the one that 
shot but acquited him. . .. I may take a ride with some of the Knob Nosters for some one ought to take 
pity on them for they are anxious to go there is a Radical meeting here this afternoon  there is lots of 
Rebs here but Union is to strong for them and they Beef cool. . ..” 

Knob Noster was named for two large hills that protrude from the flat prairie. When the Pacific Railroad 
(later the Missouri Pacific Railroad) reached the town in 1867 after years of delay, it consisted of about 
30 businesses and a population of around 450. When the owner of the land needed for the depot refused 
to sell his property, another citizen sold the railroad space about a mile south, and the entire city 
relocated to the new location. That explains Falconer’s comment about 40 stores springing up almost 
overnight. 

In antebellum Missouri, nearly everyone opposed abolition, even the most ardent Unionists. That 
changed after the war during Reconstruction when the population split into Radical and Conservative 
factions within the Democratic Party. The Radicals wanted to give blacks full civil rights and punish 
secessionists. The Conservatives wanted to preserve as much of the old social order as possible. In time, 
the Radicals joined the Republican Party; the Conservative remained Democrats. 

(For more information see, the American Civil War Database, “John A. Falconer” at the Military Times Hall 
of Valor website, “17th Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment” at the Civil War in the East website, 
“Company K of the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters” at American Battlefield Trust website, “102nd United 
States Colored Infantry Regiment” at Wikipedia, “Reconstruction Politics in Missouri” available online, and 
“History” at the City of Knob Noster website.) 

A fine grouping of firsthand accounts by a Michigan soldier that includes an account of the action for 
which he was awarded the Medal of Honor,  the assembling of Union forces (including Native American 
sharpshooters and a regiment of Colored Troops in preparation for Grant’s 1864 campaign, the aftermath 
of the explosion of the Crater at Petersburg, the country’s westward expansion, and Reconstruction life 
in Missouri following the Civil War. 

$1,500    #9949 
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19. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [DANCE – CAKEWALK] [RACISM – CARICATURES] [TOYS, GAMES, & 
PUZZLES]  

c1875 – Chopped Up Nxxxxxx: Puzzles to Put Together produced by McLoughlin Brothers of New York 

The illustrations on this page are intentionally 
blurred. To see them clearly along with the full title, 
please visit the link. 

This set contains two puzzles (each with all their 
pieces) and the box. The box measures approximately 
8¾” by 10½”. Each puzzle measures about 9” x 10½”. 
One puzzle depicts a caricature of an African-
American cakewalk dancer in drag with bonnet, cape, 
and parasol. (Female cakewalk performers did not 
become common until the 1890s. Before that, men 
dressed in drag to portray women.) The other puzzle 
shows a caricaturized four-person African-American 
combo consisting of a singer, piano player, drummer, 
and bass player. The box top illustration is the picture 
guide for one of the puzzles; there is no guide for the 
other. The puzzle pieces are in nice shape with some 
light soiling; one piece has been repaired. The box 
shows some minor wear and soiling but the top 
illustration and lettering is bright and colorful. The 
box hinge is intact.  

There were apparently four two-puzzle sets in this series. Box tops of the McLoughlin’s other sets show a 
pair of cakewalk dancers, a man smoking a cigar, and a performer ringing a bell. All four are exceptionally 
scarce and very hard to find in serviceable original boxes with all pieces.  

These jigsaw puzzle sets have been characterized as 
“blatantly sadistic,” “threateningly violent,” and "the 
earliest and most racist" children's toy published in 
the United States. “Racist”? Absolutely; “sadistic”? 
and “threateningly violent”? Absolutely not. The 
phrase “chopped up” in the title simply means they 
were jigsaw or “dissection” puzzles, and another 
McLoughlin puzzle set published at the same time was 
titled Chopped Up Animals. (See Cross’s Kids' Stuff: 
Toys and the Changing World of American Childhood.)  

At the time of listing, no other Chopped Up Nxxxxxx 
puzzle sets are for sale in the trade, however we have 
sold two within the last ten years. The Rare Book Hub 
shows no auction results for any of these puzzle sets. 
OCLC reports only one set is held by an institution, 
Princeton’s Cotsen Children's Library) although other 
examples are located at the University of Florida and 
the New York Historical Society. 

SOLD   #9422 
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20. [ADVERTISING – TRADE CARDS] [ARTISTS – CURRIER & IVES] [BUSINESS  – SADDLERY] [GAMBLING 
– HORSE RACING] 

1878-1880 – Three Currier & Ives trade cards advertising a saddlery 

Three colorful advertising trade 
cards featuring horse racing 
illustrations from Currier & Ives 
prints copyrighted between 1878 
and 1879. Each card measures 
approximately 5” x 3”. The card 
fronts are in nice shape; the card 
backs have some slight toning. 

The cards were issued by the 
Denver Manufacturing Company, 
Chicago a wholesaler providing 
harnesses, saddles, and saddlery 
hardware to retail merchants.  
The company was in business 
from 1878 until at least the mid-
1890s. 

The humorous card fronts depict 

“The Sports Who Lost Their 
Tin.” 

“A Crack Trotter: Between the 
Heats.”  (The jug of liquid being 
poured into horse is labeled” 
gin.” 

“’A Crack Trotter’, in the 

Harness of the Period.” 

The reverse of each card shows 

the same illustration of the 

company’s “Celebrated Iron 

Horn Stock Saddle!” 

SOLD #9959 
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21. [HAWAIIANA] [LAW - ESTATES] [PHILATELY] 

1879 – Legal document regarding an inheritance written in Hawaiian and bearing two Hawaii revenue 
stamps 

This three-page manuscript legal document 
measures 8” x 12.5”. It is franked with two black 
Hawaiian $1 revenue stamps (Scott Hawaii R3) that 
are canceled with a boxed straight-line “CANCELED” 
handstamp and a double-triangle “STAMP DUTY 
PAID” handstamp dated 21 Jun 1879. The document 
is written in Hawaiian with official certification and 
docketing written in English. The certification was by 
J. D. Hanokost “for the District of Makawao / Maui 
HY” In nice shape. 

Kapua, Umi or Ummi Kapua (w), and Kehau (w) are 
named within and are signatories (by their Xs) to the 
document. “W” or “w” are signifiers that often follow 
female Hawaiian names of the period and stand for 
wahine or woman. Unfortunately, I don’t read 
Hawaiian, and Google Translate does a rather poor 
job handling this language. However, multiple 
references to Maui along with two translated 
phrases (“inheritance for the rest of time” and “the 
Lands are for you for the inheritance and financial 
management forever”) indicate that this document 
might be a will or the settlement of an estate. Its 
content and docketing suggest that the property 
may have come from someone named T. A. Kanalulu and that is related in some fashion to the Makawao 
Sugar Plantation. However, it is unlikely that any of the three named people worked cutting sugar cane. 
Multiple sources indicate that while there were some native Hawaiian’s who worked in sugar mills that 
ground the cane, very few, if any, engaged in the physically punishing plantation field work; they could do 
much better farming or fishing on their own. Plantation field work was left to Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean immigrants. 

The Makawao Plantation Center consisted of a half-dozen or so independent sugar plantations (including 
the East Maui Plantation, the Brewer Plantation, Hobron's Ranch and the Makee Plantation) that operated 
within the dominant, but cooperative, orbit of the region’s largest, the Haiku Sugar Company.  

(For more information about sugar plantations in Hawaii, see Maclennan’s “Hawai'i Turns to Sugar: The 
Rise of Plantation Centers, 1860—1880” available online, the Makawao History Museum website, and  
Dorrance and Morgan’ Sugar Islands: The 165-Year Story of Sugar in Hawaiʻi.) 

No similar pre-territory Hawaiian documents written in Hawaiian and franked with Hawaiian revenue 
stamps are for sale within the trade. OCLC shows none, however there may be some in personal papers 
collections held by several institutions. Although the Rare Book Hub shows no auction listing for similar 
items, the Stamp Auction Network and Worthpoint show that about 25 similar documents have sold in 
philatelic or ebay auctions of the past 25 years at prices between $150 and $650, although none were 
dated as early as this document and only two were written in Hawaiian, one typed and one manuscript. 

SOLD #9950  
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22. [BUSINESS– SUGAR] [CRIME – CANNIBALISM] [HAWAIIANA] [MARITIME – SHIP’S SALE & 

SHIPWRECK] 

1886 – An impressive, rubricated authorization certificate to sell a Hawaiian sugar magnate’s 412-ton 
bark that later suffered a disastrous shipwreck that made international headlines. 

This large, 13½“ x 26¼“, power of attorney 
signed by Robert Paterson Rithet authorizes 
William Harrington Marston, to sell his bark, 
Lady Lampson, “for any sum . . . anywhere.” 
It is dated “twenty fourth day of March A.D. 
1886.” It bears two 1¾” embossed crown 
seals that read “Customs / British Columbia” 
and small green paste-on star. Docketing on 
the reverse notes the document was filed by 
the “Collector General’s Office / Honolulu, 
H. I.” and recorded in “Book 2 Transfers of 
Hawaiian Vessels”. In nice shape with near 
invisible archival repairs to splits along the 
reverse of some storage folds. 

The document fully describes the ship within 
several rubricated sections  

Rithet was a Canadian tycoon with 
investments in many industries who 
championed his adopted hometown, 
Victoria City. He became involved in the 
sugar trade, and while serving in Hawaii as consul for British Columbia, took advantage of his position as 
well as Hawaiian planters’ anger with the Sugar Trust’s push for annexation by the United States to secure 
supply contracts with many plantation owners. He later reorganized those contracts to establish the 
California and Hawaiian Sugar Refining Company in San Francisco with himself as its president.  Today, 
C&H Sugar is the world’s largest producer of refined cane sugar. 

Captain Marston was an early resident of Berkeley, California and is noted for bringing the first shipment 
of Hawaiian sugar to the United States at San Francisco in September 1876.  

In 1893, the ship’s new owners, Captain J. Peterson and his wife, were aboard the Lady Lampson bound 
for Honolulu with a load of coal when it struck a reef off the Palmyra Atoll. The Petersons and five 
crewmembers boarded one lifeboat, and four crewmembers boarded another. After drifting for nine days, 
as food ran out, the second mate advocated butchering the cabin boy since his young ribs would be the 
most tender, however, he was squelched by the captain and the child was not eaten. Astonishingly, the 
boats had drifted in a large circle, returning to the wreck where provisions were restocked before others 
seriously began to consider the mate’ss suggestion. The boats then became separated, and after the 
captain’s reached Honolulu, the other was presumed lost until it was later found to have been rescued by 
a passing ship. 

(For more information, see “Wrecked on a Reef . . . Another Cannibal Story” in the Auckland Times 6 May 
1893 and “Rithet, Robert Patterson” at the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, both available online. See 
also, "The Marstons in Berkeley" in the Winter 2005 issue of the Berkeley Historical Society Newsletter.)  

SOLD #9946  
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23. [ADVERTISING – TRADE CARDS] [AMERICAN INDIANS – PLAINS WARRIORS] [BUSINESS– SOAP] 

[RACISM – CARICATURES] 

c1895 – Colorful three-dimensional die-cut trade card featuring a Native American war party in an 

advertisement for Sunlight Soap 

 

An unusual and scarce three-dimensional trade card for Sunlight Soap that measures about 8”x8”x4” 

when standing. In nice shape. 

The card features colorful die-cut figures of American Indian warriors galloping on horseback. An 

advertising poem, Caught at last!, is printed on the reverse of the figures; it explains that the warriors are 

not attacking but only searching for Suncoast Soap. Racist when viewed through the lens of today’s 

presentism but certainly not considered as such by British and American consumers when it was issued. 

Suncoast Soap, the world’s first packaged laundry detergent, was first marketed by the British company, 

Lever Brothers, in 1884. It was sold worldwide, entering the U.S. market in 1895, and variations are still 

sold today by Unilever and other related companies as a general cleaner, bath soap, dishwashing liquid, 

washing powder, fabric conditioner, and washing-up product. 

SOLD #9969 
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24. [BUSINESS  – SUGAR] [HAWAIIANA] [MARITIME - INSURANCE] 

1887 – “I found the Mainhatch battened, covered with one new tarpaulin one old one the hatches 
calked and purged, but the water found its way through. . ..” 

Partially-printed “Report of Survey” of damaged 
cargo conducted by the Bureau Veritas, datelined 
“Honolulu June 1st 1887”  bearing a circular 
handstamp that reads “Bureau Veritas * Registre 
International /  Surveyer at Honolulu Iles Sandwich / 
Paris 1828” signed by “A Fuller / Surveyor ‘Bureau 
Veritas’”. The survey was conducted on the “Am. Ship 
‘Timour’ / Tonnage 915 / Captain J. Johnson / Owner 
Ed. Laurence Jr.” In nice shape. 

The survey was requested by C. Brewer & Co. one of 
Hawaii’s “Big Five” sugar companies after the ship 
arrived at the Port of Honolulu following an especially 
hard voyage from Boston that include sailing through 
multiple gales off the Cape Horn including one in 
which a sailor was blown off the main topsailyard and 
fell headfirst into the deck. During the inspection 
Fuller determined that the main hatch  was properly 
“battened, covered with one new tarpaulin one old 
one” and properly “calked [probably with tar or pitch] 
and purged [probably with burning sulfur to drive out rats and other vermin]. . ..” Nonetheless, “the water 
found its way through and damaged” considerable cargo during the voyage: “4 pckgs beadstead, 3 bdls 
shafts, 3 bales Excelsior, 4 Cs Mdse, 4 kegs Nails, 3 kegs Nails, 6 Cs Gasoline, 5 Coils Rope.” 

Fuller also reported that “The forward afterhatch were well secured and the cargo under these dry.” 

(For more information see “Arrival of the Timour – Fatal Accident to a Sailor” in Honolulu’s Pacific 
Commerical Advertiser, May 31, 1887, available online.) 

C. Brewer & Co. was founded in 1826, the oldest of the Big Five Hawaiian sugar companies. Initially it 
traded in general merchandise before focusing on agricultural supplies and eventually whaling goods. In 
1863 the company purchased three plantations on Maui and entered the sugar business. After purchasing 
the Pepeekeo Sugar Company in 1904, it became one of Hawaii’s largest landowners and handled over ¼ 
of the islands sugar. It entered the macadamia nut business in the 1960s and by 1990 was the world’s 
leading supplier. It closed its sugar business in 1994, sold its macadamia interests in 2000, and formally 
dissolved in 2006. 

Bureau Veritas, originally named the Bureau de renseignements pour les assurances maritimes 
(Information Office for Maritime Insurance) was founded in Antwerp, Belgium in 1828, to conduct surveys 
that would provide insurers with information to assess the reliability of ships and prevent fraud by 
examining the condition of maritime cargo. It moved to Paris in 1833, and today has expanded its services 
to many other industries with over 1,500 offices in in 140 countries. 

At the time of listing, no other similar Bureau Veritas certifications from Hawaii are for sale in the trade, 
listed as having come up for auction by the Rare Book Hub, or identified as being in institutional collections 
by OCLC. 

SOLD #9947 



To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

25. [BUSINESS – SALVAGE] [MARITIME – DEEP SEA DIVING] [PHOTOGRAPHY – OCCUPATIONAL] 

1904 – Two cabinet card photographs of a wrecking steamer’s crew including its deep-sea diver. 

Two photographs: one measuring 
approximately 7” x 4½“, the other 4½” 
x 6¾”. Both are mounted on cabinet 
cards measuring 8” x 10”. The 
photographs are in nice shape, just a 
tad overexposed. The cards are dirty 
and stained with edgewear; the upper 
left corner of one is missing. 

One photo shows a deep-sea diver 
dressed-in without his helmet 
standing on the deck of a ship. The 
other shows the ship’s crew six 
including the dressed-in diver holding 
his helmet.  

There are no notes on the reverse of the card showing 
the entire crew. Ink annotations on the rear of the 
card showing only the diver read: 

“Wm. Gammon Sr.” (presumably the diver) 

“Wrecking Steamer Breakwater” 
“Sparrows Point Md” 

“Diving for tug boat Gearny” 

“May 24 1904 approx” 

There also is a later pencil ‘ownership’ annotation in 
a different hand that reads: “Gammon, Mr. Rich 
[presumably a descendant] / 105-C Mt Ephraim 
Avenue / Mt. Ephraim, N.J./236-636” 

A half-dozen-or-so online newspaper articles written 
between 1907 and 1911 identify the ship as having 
been owned by the “Breakwater Company of 
Philadelphia.” It operated primarily within the 
Chesapeake Bay area and raised sunken barges, 
tugboats and other craft in the bay, at the Baltimore 
harbor, and even rescued a yacht stranded in open 
ocean off Greens Run, Virginia.  

Scarce. At the time of listing, no similar photographs 
are for sale in the trade, nor are any auctions listed at 
the Rare Book Hub. Worthpoint show sales of several diver post cards (only one was a real photo post 
card) at eBay. While OCLC shows several digital diver images are held by institutions, only one (in Australia) 
has physical photographs (two) in its collection. 

$250 #9956 
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26. [CRIME – MURDER & WAR CRIMES] [IMPERIALISM] [MILITARY – PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR] 

1902 – General Orders announcing that the Reviewing Authority over 
the Court-Martial of Marine Major Littleton W. T Waller, the “Butcher 
of Samar,” had disapproved his acquittal but none-the-less accepted 
the finding of “not guilty” due to Waller’s impaired mental state at 
the time of the atrocity. 

General Adna Chaffee. Headquarters Division of the Philippines. Manila 
P. I., May 7, 1902. General Orders, No. 93. Before a general court-
martial at Manila, Rizal Province, Luzon, Philippine Islands . . . was 
arraigned and tried . . . Major Littleton W. T. Waller, U. S. Marine Corps. 

This eight-page pamphlet 5¼” x 8”. It has three horizontal and one 
vertical storage folds; otherwise in nice shape. 

While little remembered today, this court-martial appalled the public 
and galvanized American anti-imperialism with its description of the 
war crimes committed by Major Waller, who executed his unit’s 11 
cargadores (unarmed ‘burden bearers’ or porters) more in retaliation 
for the deceitful massacre at Balangiga and frustration over his failed mission rather than true fear of a 
treacherous attack, as well as the accepted counter-guerrilla strategies of retaliation and reprisal then 
employed by all militaries which Waller claimed his commander, General Jacob H. Smith, ordered. 

 “I wish you to kill and burn. The more you kill and the more you burn, the better you will please me. [I 
want] all persons killed who [are] capable of bearing arms [over] ten years of age. . ..   The interior of 
Samar must be made a howling wilderness.” (Smith maintained his only directions to Waller about killing 
were with regard to armed insurrectos, denied making any declaration regarding the execution of 
prisoners, and claimed he never delegated the “power of life and death” to Waller. Some historians have 
suggested this ‘statement’ was at least partially concocted by Waller and three associates in an attempt 
to justify the execution.) 

Although the trial did not generate much interest at first, by the time of its climax when Waller, who was 
serving as his own attorney, faced-off with Smith on the witness stand, American newspapers, even the 
most expansionist and jingoistic, trumpeted the crime and railed against international “total war” norms 
that had there-to-fore encouraged such atrocities.  

No doubt, the public outcry over this trial and the concurrent British atrocities committed in the Second 
Anglo-Boer War by Harry “Breaker” Morant and the Australian-led Bushveldt Carbineers influenced 
American delegates to the Hague Convention Number IV of October 18, 1907, which required that 
“invading troops [ensure] inhabitants and belligerents remain under the protection and rule of the 
principles of the law of nations, as they result from . . . the laws of humanity, and the dictates of the public 
conscience.” 

(Recently published accounts of the Samar incident show considerable bias in one form or another.  The 
most objective, detailed, and complete account is Dean’s Arizona State graduate thesis, Atrocity on trial: 
The court-martial of Littleton Waller. See also, Nurik and Barrett’s “Legality of Guerrilla Forces Under the 
Laws of War” in The American Journal of International Law Vol 40 No 3.) 

Surprisingly scarce. No other examples of General Chaffee’s summary are for sale in the trade. None have 
ever been auctioned per the Rare Book Hub or are in institutional collections per OCLC.  

SOLD #9964 
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27. [IMPERIALISM] [MILITARY & WAR – PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN WAR] 

1902-1904 – Correspondence archive of a rather distastefully ambitious American soldier who 
transferred to the Philippine Constabulary only to die in the Great Philippine Typhoon of 1904. 

This archive consists of 27 letters home written by a 
recently enlisted private, Guy Foote, deployed to 
the Philippines toward the end of the Philippine-
American War and his subsequent service as a 
lieutenant in the Philippine Constabulary. The 
letters are in nice shape, two with a worn envelope. 
Also includes an additional War Department letter 
regarding Foote’s personal effects after he drowned 
when the Coast Guard Cutter Leyte went down off 
the coast of Samar in the Great Philippine Typhoon 
of 1904.  In nice shape. A partial transcript of the 
letters will be provided. 

The letters show Foote’s initial apprehension, later 
enthrallment, and finally distaste with regard to a 
career in the U.S. Army and his later ambition while 
serving as a fiscal officer in the Constabulary. 

“We will leave here Saturday morning on the 
Transport Warren and I think we will go by the way 
Honolulu. . ..  Each turn of the wheel takes me 
further from home. . .. I doubt, if having the move 
to make over again, I would have the courage or knowing what I do of the Army if I would enlist. . ..  The 
first land sighted was the Island of Samar where the bulk of the hostilities are at present. . ..   

“I can hardly make up my mind as to what course to take about going up for a commission. . .. If I try for 
a commission it will take some studying to pass the examination. . .. If I should decide to try for it, and if 
I try I will succeed, & would transfer to the Cavalry. . ..  

“[I] had not been long in the service when I seemed to enamored with Army Life.  The more I see of it 
the less I like it.  The officers are too ‘snobbish’ to suit me. . .. I think I will accept a position or 
appointment in the Constabulary, which is the Army of the Philippines, as paymaster which has been 
offered me. . ..” 

The letters a clearly display his intent to avoid hardship, secure “soft” assignments. They are filled with 
schemes to obtain better pay and attempts to curry favor. He makes clear his hope that he won’t have to 
see combat and even, perhaps, expresses a modicum of empathy with the African-American deserters 
who he almost was ordered to pursue. 

“I have been assigned to Co F. of the 8th, which is stationed at Lillia about eighteen miles from here. I 
leave for there by wagon train on Monday. . .. The Battallion of the 8th is not on southern Luzon but 
near the North Line of the healthiest part of the Islands.  Little or no fighting. Batangas Province to the 
south is the stronghold of Malvar the only Insorecto General of any importance who has not 
surrendered. It is thought that he has quite a number of deserters from the American Army mostly 
Negroes from the 9th Cav. And 25 Inft. . ..  There has been some surrenders of importance that will put 
a stop to all fighting of any importance.  On the 16th Malvar the most active of Insurgent Generals 



To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

surrendered to Cap Johnston at Santa Formas with 161 
soldiers [and] 18 officers and 40. . .. Thirty five men 
from this Co . . . are out after about 40 niger deserters 
. . . who were with Malvar.  I do no care to go. . .. The 
1st Sgt . . . told me of going over the mountains and of 
places where they had to go up rope ladders to keep on 
the native trails, and of there coming back to camp with 
hardly any clothes on their backs and no shoes, with 
their feet cut by rocks and bodies by the underbrush, 
and so worn out that everything but their rations 
ammunition and rifles were thrown away. . ..” 

He freely displays his disdain for the “natives.” 

“The natives here are the Togalas or Tagalogs [and] 
they live entirely on rice and fish, and eat all of the fish 
except the tail. . .. The Kalorum sect is a tribe of natives 
very similar in life and habits to the American Indians, 
though they have none of the cunning or bravery of the 
later. . .. The novelty of seeing half clothed men and 
women and children with no clothes and seeing their 
ways of living and habits soon wears off and they come 
down to a half civilized & ignorant people. . .. The 
natives have the idea that [Cholera] is a scourge from God and that precautions are useless, every night 
they parade around the town carrying candles and images and pictures and singing or chanting their 
prayers. . .. One can form no idea of the absolute ignorance of these people without coming in contact 
with them. There is but one way to control them and that is through fear, and none of them are to be 
trusted, they will steal anything if they think they will not be found out. . .. I have addopted a boy, or 
rather an animal to bring up. He is as near as he knows about eight years old and was captured with a 
band of ladrones in this province. ..  I have a hard job on my hands to try and civilize him. . .. I would not 
be surprised that upon close inspection he has a monkey’s tail as he bears a close resemblence to one.”   

As part of Foote’s duties as a District Paymaster for the Philippine Constabulary, he had “nine provinces 
to make payments in,” and it was on one of these trips in the Coast Guard Cutter Leyte that it was caught 
off the coast of Samar in the Great Typhoon of 1904. The vessel was completely destroyed in exceptionally 
high seas with winds over 100 mph and a torrential storm that dumped almost 2.5” of rain in two hours. 
All 35 lives aboard the ship were lost including Foote, ten other Americans, and 24 Filipinos. (For more 
information see “Great Losses in Philippine Storm” in the New York Times of 30 September 1905 and “The 
Great Typhoon in the Philippine Islands in September, 1905” in Nature 5 July 1906.) 

The Philippine Constabulary was a paramilitary police force established to combat the remaining brigands 
after the main insurrecto forces had surrendered. It consisted of Filipino enlisted men and mostly 
American officers primarily drawn the occupying U.S. Army. It was the first-formed of the four branches 
in the Armed Forces of the Philippines, and in 1993, it was merged with the Integrated National Police to 
form the Philippine National Police. (For more information, see Wikipedia.) 

Scarce. At the time of listing, no other collections of first-hand letters or journals describe occupation duty 
in the Philippines immediately after the defeat of the Insurrectos are for sale in the trade. Neither have 
any come up for auction per the Rare Book Hub, nor are there any in institutional collections per OCLC. 

SOLD    #9965  
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28. [BUSINESS – INTERNATIONAL RANCHING] [LAW  – CATTLE BRANDS] 

1925 – Series of letters registering an Arizona cattle brand in Sonora and requesting permission to 
transport livestock between the United States and Mexico 

In this series of five typed letters, exchanged 
between 4 August and 9 November 1925, the Little 
Boquillas Ranch near Hereford, Arizona registers a 
cattle brand for use in Sonora, Mexico and arranges 
a meeting to obtain approval to move cattle across 
the border. In Spanish but translated transcripts will 
be provided. All in nice shape.   

On 4 August, the General Treasury of the Sonoran 
State replied to a query (not included) from the 
Cananea Cattle Company of Sonora, either on behalf 
of or in partnership with the Boquillas Land and 
Cattle Company, informing it that the cost to register 
a new cattle brand was $15.30.  On 19 August, the 
Treasury notified the Boquillas Land and Cattle 
Company that its application to register a cattle 
brand with the Titulo de Marca de Herrar could not 
be processed because it was in a foreign language 
(English) and not Spanish.  On 1 October, the General 
Treasury informed the Boquillas Land and Cattle 
Company that it had reviewed its brand registration 
request and that “no mark of branding was found 
equal or similar to the one referred to and designed 
[and] in August. . ..” On 9 November, the General Treasury informed the Boquillas Land and Cattle 
Company request that it would be willing to discuss the reexportation of imported cattle. 

It is likely that the brand registered by the Boquillas Land and Cattle Company was one of the two listed 
in the 1921 Brand Book for the State of Arizona (shown in the image and available online; not included). 

In 1833 the Mexican government issued a land grant of 18,000 acres to Rafael Elias Gonzales family titled 
San Juan de las Boquillas y Nogales (Saint John of the Little Springs and Walnut Trees). These first settlers 
initially were successful, but the Apache soon drove them out, and the land remained unpopulated until 
after the Gadsden Purchase of 1853, when some Americans attempted to settle in the region but were, 
likewise, driven off.  American settlers returned after copper and silver were discovered near what 
became Tombstone and Bisbee, this time in mass. In 1880, San Francisco businessman George Hearst took 
advantage of a forgotten Gadsden Purchase clause and purchased the entire Boquillas land grant from 
Elias Gonzales descendants and sold some land parcels as ranches, farms, etc. After his death, his son, 
William Randolph Hearst, sold the remaining property to the Kern County Land and Cattle Company which 
formed the Boquillas Land and Cattle Company. The new company established the Little Boquillas Ranch 
and evicted the squatting American homesteaders.  The ranch remained in operation until it was 
purchased by the Tenneco Oil Company in 1971 which exchanged it for other land with the Bureau of Land 
Management . The Bureau of Land Management then used the ranch to establish the San Pedro National 
Conservation Area. (See Wikipedia for more information.) 

$150 #9962 
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29. [ADVERTISING – MATCHBOOKS] [ENTERTAINMENT – MOVIES & NIGHTCLUBS] [FOOD & DRINK – 
RESTAURANTS] [GAMBLING – CASINOS] [HOLIDAYS – CHRISTMAS] [TOBACCO] 

1930s-1940s – Collection of “Feature Matchbooks” advertising restaurants, night clubs, a casino, and 
more. 

This collection contains ten “Feature 
Matchbooks.” Two are large matchbooks that 
measure approximately 3½” x 4¼” closed and 3 
½” x 8” when opened.  Four are standard-size 
matchbooks and measure about 2” x 2” inches 
closed and 2” x 4” opened.  Four are mini-
matchbooks and measure about 1½” x 2” 

In the mid-1930s, the Lion Match Company of 
Chicago began selling what it called “Feature 
Matchbooks.” These allowed companies not only 
to customize matchbook covers advertising their 
business, but also to use inside “flattened” 
matchsticks to promote their products and 
services as well.  Although Lion produced the 
majority of these featured matchbooks, other 
companies followed suit.  All but two of the 
matchbooks in the lot were made by Lion. 

Included in this collection are 

A “Merry Christmas” matchbook advertising the 
Exposition Fish Grotto at San Francisco’s 
Fisherman’s Warf featuring matchsticks that form 
a portrait of Santa Claus,  

Another advertising Red Skelton’s sponsor, Raleigh 
903 cigarettes, and his recently released movie, 
The Fuller Brush Man, that featured caricatures 
and a photo of Red as well as a matchstick 
illustration of a brush, 

One advertising the Hawaiian Gardens in San Jose, 
the self-proclaimed “Show Palace of the West,” 
which offered unique performances by trained 
Bullfrogs.  Its matchsticks proclaim the nightclub’s 
name between palm frond silhouettes. 

And many more including matchsticks from a 
casino on the Nevada side of Lake Tahoe.  Some of 
the other matches are in the form of a Chianti 
bottle, a Mexican dancer and guitar player, a 
bouquet of roses, automobiles, etc.. 

$200 #9970  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009970/1930s-1940s-collection-of-feature-matchbooks-advertising-restaurants-night-clubs-a-casino-and
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009970/1930s-1940s-collection-of-feature-matchbooks-advertising-restaurants-night-clubs-a-casino-and


To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

30.[ECONOMICS – DEPRESSIONS] [LAW – FORECLOSURES] [PHILATLEY] 

1932-1940 – Lot of over 65 foreclosure documents from the Great Depression 

This lot contains around 65 foreclosure documents from the Administrator’s Deeds, Great Depression: 
Master’s Deeds, Sheriff’s Deeds, Special Master’s Deeds, Trustee’s Deeds, Trustee’s Deeds Under Sale, 
and Warranty Deeds. 

 

The Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company was listed as the plaintiff or complainant in all of the 
foreclosures and the defendants were always single citizens or married couples. 

All but one of the foreclosures took place in a swath of states across the United State Midwest; the outlier 
was in Oregon. 41 occurred in Iowa or Missouri, and the remainder scattered among Illinois, Indiana, 
Kansas, and Ohio. 

All are franked with U.S. Revenue stamp from the Series of 1917 or 1917-1933 and range in value from 
50-cents to $10.  Franking varies by document; singles were used to frank some, and colorful combinations 
are found on others.  The stamps have manuscript, handstamp, and cut cancelations. 

Several of the documents have “Affidavits of Publication” with newspaper clippings attached. 

A rather cold and unemotional first-hand testament to the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

$300 #9967 

  

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009967/1932-1940-lot-of-over-65-foreclosure-documents-from-the-great-depression
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009967/1932-1940-lot-of-over-65-foreclosure-documents-from-the-great-depression


To see additional images and/or information, click on an item’s first image or catalog number. 

 

 

 

Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of 

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books. 

---------- 

We hope you can join us at one of our upcoming live shows 

23 October – The Ann Arbor Rare Book Fair – University of Michigan 

12 November– The Boston Satellite Rare Book Fair  

18-20 November – The Chicago Philatelic Exhibition – Itasca, Illinois 

In the meantime, please follow us at read-em-again.com. 

 


