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1. [ABOLITION] [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [PHILATELY] [PLANTATION LIFE] [RELIGION - BIBLES] [SLAVERY] 
Certificate of Membership in the American Bible Society for John Blount Miller, a slaveholder in 
Sumterville, South Carolina.  New York City: American Bible Society, 1835. 

This certificate, which measures 10.5” x 16.75”, was sent as 
a stampless folded letter.  It bears a manuscript “25” rate 
marking (the cost to deliver single-sheet mail over 400 miles) 
as well as “paid” manuscript and hand-stamped markings.  
An annotation in the lower left corner reads, “Single Mail”.  It 
is postmarked with a red, circular New York handstamp dated 
March 24.  The certificate recognizes Miller’s contribution of 
$30 which made him eligible for membership.  The document 
is signed by John Cotton Smith as president and J.C. Brigham 
as the corresponding secretary.  It is in nice shape. 

The American Bible Society was founded in 1816 during the 
“Second Great Awakening” along with several other 
benevolent associations (e.g., the American Anti-Slavery 
Society and the American Temperance Union), with an 
intention of providing a Bible to everyone living within the 
United States.  It became quite popular and influential, 
attracting most of its members from Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches in the northeast.  By the 1830s, the 
society had collected hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
finance an ambitious distribution program.  As the abolition 
movement gained momentum, it began to criticize the 
society—as well as most religious denominations and 
associations—for not aggressively working to outlaw slavery 
and immediately emancipate all slaves.  In the case of the American Bible Society, this criticism took the 
form of the “Bibles for Slaves” campaign which demanded that the society ensure its Bibles were placed 
in the hands of all—but especially southern—slaves.  Although the society’s board expressed sympathy to 
the abolitionist cause, it maintained that its organizational charter required it to distribute its Bibles 
through affiliated chapters and it could not force those affiliates to provide Bibles to slaves.  Eventually, 
the “Bibles for Slaves” campaign petered out and the abolitionists split into two camps, one group of 
traditionalists who wanted to continue to work with churches and religious organization to advance their 
cause, and the Garrisonians who shifted their focus to political anti-slavery tactics and activities. 

John Blount Miller was a prominent South Carolina lawyer and planter who owned the Cornhill Plantation 
and approximately 35 slaves.  It’s unrecorded, but unlikely, he provided his slaves with society Bibles. 

J. C. Brigham, the society’s corresponding secretary was a former missionary who in 1824 had made a 
legendary trip across South America from Buenos Aires to the Pacific Ocean ministering to the needs of 
the Araucanian Indians. 

John Cotton Smith was an important Connecticut lawyer and politician who was also one of the earliest 
members of the American Antiquarian Society, having been elected for membership in 1813. 

American Bible Certificates are rather scarce.  As of 2019 none are available for sale in the trade.  OCLC 
shows only one institutional holding, and Rare Book Hub and Worthpoint identify only three that have 
come up for sale. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9353 

 



 

2. [ABOLITION] [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [SLAVERY] [TAR & FEATHERS] [UNDERGROUND RAILROAD] An 
unpublished, 6-page, raging manifesto against slavery and slave holders by a Conductor for the 
Underground Railroad who had been tarred, feathered, and exiled from Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  
James L. Bowers. East Camden, New Jersey: 1859. 

This 6-page, pin-bound unpublished manuscript manifesto measures approximately 7.5” x 9.5”.  It is in 
nice shape with some edgewear that affects a very small amount of text. 

James L. Bowers, a Quaker farmer from Kent County, Maryland, was a Conductor on the Underground 
Railroad.  In June of 1858, the Kent News exposed him and a free African-American laundress as assisting 
slaves in escaping to the North.  Shortly thereafter, a group of indignant slave holders lured Bowers from 
his home, placed a noose around his neck, and dragged him into the woods followed by his screaming 
wife.  He was stripped naked, tarred, feathered, and only released after he swore to leave the state within 
24 hours.  When the mob finished with Bowers, they began searching for his accomplice and found her 
hiding in the cabin of a freedman, who they whipped severely.  The laundress was stripped to the waist 
and “ravished,” tarred, and feathered.  Later, incensed by the mob’s acts, local non-slave holders attacked 
those suspected of the assaults while local police officers let the factions fight it out.  The Bower 
supporters won the day, and in response, the slave holders (including a Maryland Senator, Congressman, 
and judge), fearing for their safety, began to organize, culminating with a meeting where they promised 
immediate “summary punishment in the future to all such offenders and their active sympathizers and 
abettors.” (For more information, see “Lynch Law in Maryland,” The Liberator, 1858-07-09; “The Late 
Meeting of Maryland Slave Holders,” New York Herald, 23 July 1858; “Bowers, James L.” in Snodgrass, The 
Underground Railroad: An Encyclopedia; “The Key to Kent County History” at the website of The Historical 
Society of Kent County, Maryland; and Fields’s Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground; Maryland in 
the Nineteenth Century. 

This manifesto (which it appears Bower’s believed the Kent News would publish) is in response to that 
meeting and is filled with rage against slavery and slave holders, so much so that parts are nearly 
incoherent: 

“So far as Kent Co. is concerned the call has been made at the instance of a mob . . . headed by E F 
Chambers the largest slave owner in Kent Co.  for the last eight years there has been a spirit of 
deliberate . . . persecution . . . At last in inflicting a violent punishment on the undersigned. . ..  Now 
the call is a particular one from slave holders to do what, to make slaves of Free Nigers. . ..  The question 
who are those men . . ..  Chozen by Judge Chambers an unpopular aristocrat of unsound Judgment a 
knave Tyrant in state and church who uttered as base a budget of lies . . . against me . . . when I was 
deprived of defence. . .. they are in attempt making a dead effort to purge themselves of their Former 
indiscreat acts and attach blame to . . . Free Nigres, poor white men [and] Those who are opposed to 
slavery and particuly those who are honest enough to say so. . .. The Honorable Judge &c, &c, was once 
a soldier he says in the late War. Admit it he was the first to run. . ..  Let him answer . . . the Judge & 
Dick Hynson & others concocted that epistle somewhat to relieve as much as may be that disguised 
drunken Tar and Feather Mobite blood hounds from the eminent danger they were in on. . ..  A free 
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Country this when a few dishonest law breakers will horse whip a faithfull good colored man to the 
amt of two to three hundred . . . and Tar & Feather and ravish a yellow woman. . ..” 

Bowers continues his screed with proposals he would like to see the Eastern Shore slave holders adopt: 

“My view for future action would be first to modify 
the general management of slaves and treat them 
like a human being should be treated . . . without 
being molested . . . do not be in the habit of charging 
[them] with being onnery & rogues when they have 
the example set before them, and when any . . . are 
legally free.  Form a slave holder abolition society and 
see that [slaves] have their legal rights . . . remember 
the North star and the U.G. Railroad and every 5 
miles [provide] a stopping place [with] refreshmet. . 
..   Would it not be better that a few slave holders 
should sell off and remove to a more congenial clime 
where the risk will not be so great and leave the 
laboring classes & poor white men to manage their 
own affairs and those of the Free Negroes as they 
seem to greatly annoy the slave holders and their 
aristocratic appointments and life time offices would 
be more congenial to their wishes and less danger if 
any from escapes of their Servants or Slaves. . ..  
Allow slave holders three of four slaves as kitchen 
property . . .  others who may have but from one to 
four thousand must fork up to the last hundred.” 

Also, he identifies many slaves and free blacks who had mysteriously disappeared, making barely veiled 
accusations of murder against named slave holders. 

“Where is Stephen Dening boy Ben.   

Where is the boy that Parker took from T Toulson to Baltimore.   

How and what becom of Pery Prices free John . . . 

What has become of J Canells free man . . .  

Where is the free girl that I Hear redeemed from slavery . . .    

What has become of Porter’s Aron & woman and others young    

What has be come of J Vickers man living at Vanots who some say he was Murdered . . .” 

And in closing, Bowers invokes the memory of Patrick Henry, “Never. . .. If this is Treason make the best 
of it you can. . ..  Yours &c The Tared & Feathered Exile James L Bowers” 

Bowers and his family returned to the Eastern Shore following the Civil War, and it almost goes without 
saying that this manifesto was never published in the Kent News. 

Exceptionally important and rare with information not included in published accounts.   As of 2019, Rare 
Book Hub shows no auction results for anything similar, although it does record the sale of several letters 
(mostly post-war) from Conductors.  OCLC shows no institutions having anything similar, however two 
libraries hold collections from abolitionists active in the Underground Railroad. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9364 

 



 

3. [ADVERTISING] [CRIME & LAW] [LAND BOUNTIES] [MILITARY & WAR] Advertisement for an attorney 
specializing in obtaining military land patent bounties for veterans and heirs of veterans who had served 
in the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War, and the Indian Wars between 1775 and 1855.  
Samuel V. Niles.  Washington, DC: 1857. 

This handbill advertisement measures 
approximately 8” x 10 and is printed on 
light blue paper. Its accompanying 
mailing envelope is addressed “To the 
Heirs of Mrs. Ruth Bullard.”  The 
envelope is franked with a straddle copy 
of a one-cent blue Franklin stamp (Scott 
#24) that a previous owner has identified 
as coming from plate position 100L8.  
The stamp is tied to the cover with an 
indistinct circular postmark.  Both 
advertisement and envelope are in nice 
shape.  The advertisement has mailing 
folds and is loosely mounted to thin 
cardstock; the adhesive is likely water 
soluble and the handbill could probably 
be removed with minimal, if any, 
damage.  

The federal government provided 
bounty land for those who served in the 
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the 
Mexican War, and the Indian wars 
between 1775 and 1855. The land was 
first offered as an incentive to serve in 
the military and later as a reward for 
service. The land was able to have been 
claimed by veterans or their heirs.  The 
lots were on reserved tracts of public 
land, often on the frontier.  Few of the veterans or their heirs who claimed the bounties actually lived on 
the land.  Instead, most sold the property to developers or land 
agents.  Formal applications were required to claim the bounties, a 
formidable task as many of those entitled were illiterate.  Niles was 
a former employee of the federal General Land Service, the agency 
that managed these bounties. 

$150  Read’Em Again Books #9376 
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4. [ADVERTISING] [BROWNIES] [PALMER COS] [TOYS & GAMES] All-over illustrated advertising cover 
for The Tornado Top and Whistle featuring Palmer Cox’s Brownies.  Detroit: John C. Goodrich, circa 1895 

This advertising cover incorporates nine small drawings: five of the toy top and four of Palmer Cox’s 
Brownies playing with the toy top.  The envelope is franked with a one-cent blue Franklin stamp (Scott 
Type A87) that is tied to the cover by a Barry machine cancel.  The cover is in nice shape; however, the 
stamp has several pulled and worn perforations.   

The toy illustrations are 
titled “Bottom View,” “Top 
View,” “Holder,” “Ready for 
Variegated Colors,” and 
“Start in this manner.”  The 
Brownie illustrations are 
titled “We Want Tops,” 
“Playing a Trick,” “Whistle,” 
and “Watching Variegate 
Colors.”  Text accompanying 
the illustrations reads 
“Made of Brass and Nickel 
Plated.  No Strings or Springs to break, wear out or get lost.  It’s a dandy, and don’t you forget it.” 

Contemporary advertisements in Scientific American state that the top “changes color while going.”  
Making tops was apparently not Goodrich’s principal occupation as newspaper advertisements, 
advertising trade cards, and court records show that he was a successful real estate and insurance agent 
in the Detroit area. 

An unusual Palmer Cox Brownies advertisement for an unusual and short-lived toy. 

$125  Read’Em Again Books #9375 
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5. [ADVERTISING] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [FOOD & COOKING] [MUSTARD] [PHILATELY] Illustrated 
letterhead for Gulden’s Mustard, Capers, and Olives with its accompanying illustrated advertising cover.  
Charles Gulden.  New York: Charles Gulden, 1908. 

This colorful letter from Gulden’s 
Mustard contains a mimeographed 
notice (signed in print by Charles 
Gulden) informing stores the 
company has obtained a temporary 
injunction against a rival firm to 
prevent the sale of Chance & Son’s 
“Don Caesar” olives, whose name 
and packaging was quite similar to 
Gulden’s “Don Carlos” brand.  The 
multi-color letterhead features a jar 
of Gulden’s Mustard with its famous 
marketing spoon and two gold 
medals that had been awarded to 
the company.  The illustrated 
advertising envelope features the 
same illustration in black and white.  
It is franked with a 2-cent red 
Washington stamp (Scott #309), tied 
with a New York machine postmark.  
Apparently, the cover was first 
mailed without a stamp as it was 
applied over an earlier postmark, 
and an additional circular red 
handstamp reads, “Held for Postage 
S.”  All in nice shape. 

Gulden’s, known for its spicy brown 
mustard, is the oldest continuously 
operating and third largest mustard 
brand in the United States.  The company was founded in 1869 by Charles Gulden, and its popularity 
soared after he began attaching a small metal spoon to each jar.  The mustard won gold medals at the 
Chicago and Paris world’s fairs.  Today, Gulden’s is part of the international ConAgra Foods conglomerate 
and is made in Milton, Pennsylvania. 

The Third Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in Gulden’s favor and against Chance & Son in August of 1910. 

A colorful record of an established food company’s effort to protect its product line from infringement by 
competitors. 

$150  Read’Em Again Books #9309 
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6. [ADVERTISING] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PHILATELY] [PHONOGRAPHS] Business letter and invoice for a 
phonograph wholesaler enclosed in an illustrated advertising envelope featuring the famous “His 
Master’s Voice” illustration of a dog listening to a recording.  B. M. Pierce.  Cleveland, Ohio: The Eclipse 
Musical Company, 1909. 

The letter and invoice 
address a payment made to 
the company by a retailer 
located in Middleton, Ohio.  
The letterhead reports that 
the Eclipse Musical Company 
was the “exclusive 
distributors of “Everything in 
Talking Machines and 
Supplies,” and “Jobbers” of 
Edison Phonograph Records, 
Victor Talking Machines, and 
general supplies for cylinder 
and disc machines.  The 
advertising envelope features 
an illustration of the famous 
painting, “His Master’s 
Voice.”  It is franked with a 2-
cent red Washington stamp 
(Scott #332) tied to the cover 
with a Cleveland machine 
postmark dated 1909.  All are 
in nice shape; tiny chip to the 
bottom right corner of the 
invoice. 

In the early days of musical 
recordings, the word “phonograph” was strictly applied to the cylinder machines produced by Thomas 
Edison.  His largest rival, Emile Berliner, manufactured disc-based machines known as Gramophones.  
“Talking machine” was a generic term used to refer to either disc or cylinder-based machines.   

The famous “His Master’s Voice” logo was painted by Francis Barraud and first used by Berliner’s 
Gramophone company, which was based in the United Kingdom.  It found immediate favor in Berliner’s  
American subsidiary, the Victor Talking Machine Company, where it was used extensively.  According to 
contemporary Gramophone Company publicity material, the dog, a terrier named Nipper, had originally 
belonged to Barraud’s brother, Mark.  When Mark died, Francis inherited Nipper, with a cylinder 
phonograph and recordings of Mark's voice. Francis noted the peculiar interest that the dog took in the 
recorded voice of his late master emanating from the horn and conceived the idea of committing the 
scene to canvas.” (see Wikipedia) 

The Eclipse Musical Company was a large wholesaler of talking machines and related supplies that did 
especially well selling higher-priced items. (reported in several issues of Talking Machine World, 1908) 

$75  Read’Em Again Books #9309 
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7. [ADVERTISING] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [NEWSPAPERS] [PHILATELY] [PRINTING & PUBLISHING] Large 

bi-fold broadsheet promoting a service—the Black and White and Read All Over Union—that would 

place advertisements in up to 1,280 Midwestern newspapers with one subscription.  L. E. Bowers, 

manager.  Western Springs, Illinois, 1910. 

This large bi-fold broadsheet 

measures 12.5” x 19” unfolded.  It is 

printed in black and red.  The lot 

includes a small insert featuring 

Wisconsin newspapers and the 

advertising envelope used to mail 

the broadsheet from Chicago, 

Illinois to Ashville, New York which 

is franked with a one-cent green 

Franklin stamp (Scott #331).  It is in 

nice shape with mailing folds and 

two tiny splits where folds intersect. 

All 1,280 newspapers are listed on 

the broadsheet.  The service 

promises that “These papers will 

reach more than one million 

homes” and that they are an 

“exclusive list of picked papers in 

the Big Farm States . . . the richest 

section of the United States; where 

land prices are far the highest,  

where prosperity ever aboundeth 

[and] the per capita of wealth 

existing and annually produced is 

greatest of any section of similar 

size in the world.” 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9365  

 

 



 

8. [ADVICE & CONSENT] [MAPS & CARTOGRAPHY] [MILITARY & WAR – MEXICAN-AMERICAN] 
[PHILATELIC] [WESTERN EXPANSION]  Letter from 1850, franked with the first U.S. postage stamp (Scott 
#1) from John R. Bartlett requesting assistance in securing Senate confirmation to be the Chief 
Commissioner of the United States and Mexican Boundary Survey following the Mexican War.  John R. 
Bartlett.  Washington: 1850.   

This two-page folded letter was written on May 17, 1850 
and franked with a red-brown five-cent Franklin stamp 
(Scott #1).  It bears a circular Washington City D.C. 
postmark also dated “17 May”.  The letter is in nice shape 
with a tape stain on the reverse not affecting any text.  A 
Philatelic Foundation certification states the letter, 
stamp, and postmark are genuine.  Transcript included. 

Bartlett was a historian and linguist, most famous for his 
classic reference, the Dictionary of Americanisms.  He 
was appointed in 1850 by President Tyler to be the 
Commissioner of the border survey to formally set the 
United States’ southern boundary following the 
Mexican-American War.  The appointment was 
contentious, and Bartlett’s enemies spread false 
information about him that they hoped would cause him 
to lose the support of southern senators.  In this letter, 
Bartlett asks Navy Lt. Isaac Strain—a noted explorer of 
Baja California—to help him correct the false allegations: 

“You may have seen it stated in the Herald of 
yesterday that I am a protégé of Gov Seward and would probably be rejected in consequence.  So far 
from this being true, I will state that I am not acquainted with Gov S.- I never spoke to him or had any 
communication whatsoever with him. . ..  Now as the statement in the Herald may injure me with 
Southern members, I am desirous I should be corrected.  I have heard that my competitors had got 
another story – that I was an abolitionist_&_ in order procure my rejection_ I am not and never was 
an abolitionist. . .. please set this right. . ..  but do not publish this from me, which might not appear 
well.  You might however write a small article stating these facts.  Such an article, if published on 
Monday morning, may be of service to me.” 

Bartlett was confirmed and later met with his Mexican counterpart on the border.  There, they discovered 
that the peace treaty map used to define the new border was inaccurate.  The location of El Paso was off 
by 40 miles, the Rio Grande by 130.  Over the objections of his chief surveyor and without consulting 
anyone, Bartlett agreed to a compromise border, relinquishing claim to a strip of land 40 miles wide and 
175 miles long.  Unfortunately, this was the only corridor suitable for a southern transcontinental railroad.  
When news reached Washington, Bartlett was fired, and the new President, Franklin Pierce, directed the 
U.S. Minister to Mexico, James Gadsden, to purchase the land and resolve the dispute. 

Following his dismissal, Bartlett served as Rhode Island’s Secretary of State for many years.  In 1853, Lt. 
Strain was selected to lead the first U.S. expedition to explore the feasibility of a Panama canal that, 
although ill-fated, provided a wealth of valuable data that would be useful later. 

A testament to the machinations involved in the confirmation process as well as the Mexican War 
Boundary Commission made even more valuable by the certified use of the first U.S. postage stamp. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9406 

 



 

9. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR – NAVAL CRUISE] [SLAVERY] [SOUTH 
AMERICAN POLITICS] Letter from a new Surgeon’s Mate describing in detail Brazil and the politics of 
South America.  William S. W. Ruschenberger.  Rio de Janeiro: 1826. 

This three-page stampless folded letter is dated 
November 8th, 1826 and annotated, “Single” and 
“Ship”. It was addressed to the author’s mother in 
Philadelphia in “care of S. B. Pawle Esq. / Merchant / S. 
Front St”.  The letter was carried by the brig Lyon to 
Providence, Rhode Island where it received a red 
“SHIP” handstamp, circular postmark dated February 
5th,.and a manuscript “20¾” postal rate marking (18¾ 
cents for postage plus a two-cent ship fee). It is in nice 
shape with a few short splits along mailing folds.  A 
transcript will be provided. 

Ruschenberger packed an incredible amount of detail 
about Brazil and South America into this fascinating 
letter.  He discusses  

• Don Pedro, the Emperor of Brazil and King of 
Portugal, who lived just outside of Rio de 
Janeiro and had just finished arranging the 
marriage of his seven-year old daughter to his 
brother, 

• “3000 german soldiers” Don Pedro received from the Emperor of Austria and the “successful war 
. . . which he is carrying out against Buenos Ayers”,  

• Don Pedro’s wife, “a fine fat dutch girl”,  

• Brazilian churches, “splendid edifices literally lined with gold & silver & waxen saints”,  

• Cheap goods, “coffee is 10 cents a pound  sugar six – Flour twelve dollars a barrel!” 

• and Simon Bolivar, who “has declared himself Emperor of Chile & Peru.  How little can men be 
trusted. . .. A dozen bayonets were forced through his bed a few minutes after he had arisen.  this 
shows how his Declaration is received.” 

Most compelling is his description of Brazilian slavery: 

“A method of riding here is in a sedan . . . carried by two slaves each resting an end on his shoulder & 
this the ladies are transported to & fro enveloped in velvet. . ..  The negro slaves . . . are, for the most 
part, nearly naked.  They are always chattering like so many monkeys, even when alone & if they carry 
a heavy burden they Sing the whole way.  The slave market is detestable . . . I saw about 500 hundred 
for sale who have been here about 80 days, such a sight I never before witnessed.  The poor naked 
devils are thin and emaciated & many of them sick.  They are put into a room furnished with benches 
& paved with stone & when just in are counted like sheep driven into a sheep fold by a savage looking 
villain, a Portuguese, who touches each with a stick.  In this way I saw 132 driven into a room . . . & 
what is still more strange the infernal negroes of the town scoff at them as they pass.  I saw a Lady 
with her train at the market bargaining for a slave as unconcernedly as I would or a pair of gloves.” 

An amazing firsthand account of slavery and politics in early 19th century South America by a young 
surgeon’s mate who would become one of the most senior medical officers in the U.S. Navy and as a 
leader in Philadelphia’s scientific and medical associations. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9395  

 



 

10.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [EDUCATION] [MILITARY & WAR – SEMINOLE WARS] [NATIVE AMERICANS 
– CREEK & SEMINOLE] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION – SECOND GREAT AWAKENING]  A long and amazing letter 
from a school principal with details about the Seminole War, Creek Nation, Free Blacks, and the Second 
Great Awakening.  Ward Bullard.  Culloden, Georgia: 1836. 

Four-page stampless folded letter with a manuscript 
postmark, “Culloden’s P.O. / March 20th 1836”.  Sent 
to Margaret Bullard at Weybridge, Vermont.  A 
manuscript rate reading “Paid / 25” cents (the cost to 
mail a letter more than 400 miles) is on the front.  In 
nice shape.  Transcript included. 

Ward Bullard was a recent graduate of Middlebury 
College who had traveled south to become the 
principal of the Culloden Academy located west of 
Macon.  In this densely detailed letter he provides a 
summary of the ongoing war with the Seminoles: 

“You probably have heard . . . of the distressing 
war with the Indians in Florida.  It is a was of no 
little moment to us so near the bloody scene.  The 
savages seem wrought up to the maddest 
desperation, rush to the combat, burn, pillage and 
slaughter with a steady unyielding perseverance 
with a tiger like ferocity, with an apparent 
fearlessness of death that can produce no other 
impression that they are resolved to die, and in 
dieing get or gratify as far as possible their 
relentless vengeance, or do it before they die, and 
make their death as costly to the United States as 
possible.  It would seem so, for what they do, they must know is done in the face of a power that can, 
must and will crush them . . . if they do not soon submit. . .. This must be the case, if that be true which 
said of Powell, their principal chief . . . that he has received an education in Kentucky. . .. They have 
plundered the whole country as high up as St. Augustine and now hold it in possession.  Several battles 
have been fought, and . . . battles were never more terrible for loss of lives.  It is not an idle rumor, but 
a dismal fact. . ..   three from upwards of two hundred regular United States men escaped with life 
from the merciless foe [and] a battle has lately been fought on the Witchlacoochy River, between 
about 800 men under General Gates (sic, Gaines) in a fort called Fort Drane and 1500 or 1800 
Seminoles.  The savages fought them from Saturday to Tuesday.  The whites at last charged, rushed 
upon them and drove them over the river, from whence they did not return.  It was thought about 300 
Indians fell. . ..  All in these parts have had to stand a draft.  I of course among the rest, but I had the 
good luck not to be drawn.” 

Bullard, however, has considerably more sympathy for the Creeks: 

“There have been some slight skirmishes between the whites and a few of the Creeks in Alabama.  But 
as a whole they are decidedly friendly. . ..  But this much I know; terrible injuries are done to the Indians 
by the villainous whites.  Taking away their land and removing them west of the Mississippi are not the 
only nor the greatest evils them.  I can speak . . . of worse things than these which take place in Creek 
nation.  The perfidious whites defraud the poor Indians in the purchase of their lands in a manner most 
shocking to humanity, most revolting to feelings of honesty.  They carry among them ardent spirits and 

 



 

fancy gee-gaw ornaments which they sell at 
exorbitant price.  Thus they vitiale (sic, vitiate) 
the Indians, render them still more savage, 
still more like brutes and fiends, still more 
wretched. . ..  They are then reduced to great 
suffering from hunger and cold.  Nay from the 
want of all things. Every species of crime 
abounds in the Creek nation.  Ah! What a mass 
of wickedness, and guilt and war!  The 
judgement day alone will unfold the 
wickedness.” 

He also notes with surprise the equality with which a freed black woman was treated: 

“Curious matters.  Mr. Stanford’s folks, the folks with whom I board, once, twice or thrice a year receive 
a visit from an old, smart, talkative, humorous negro lady, originally from Africa, who calls herself a 
king’s daughter.  She is now free, rides about the country on horseback, visits her friends, both white 
and black; sits down with the white part of the family, talks, laughs, eats at the table and is shown to 
a good bed when the family retires.  I had some conversation with her . . . during which she told much 
about Africa . . . and her own history.  She must needs tell me her maiden name which I wrote down.  
It is Cam-ber-jang-how-er-jow-er-a-lee-la-mah-hib-mo-dy.” 

And, he closes by discussing the Second Great Awakening that had been occurring throughout the country 
and the difference in religion between North and South: 

“Last Saturday and Sunday a quarterly meeting was held here.  A brother Chase from the Oneida 
conference was at it, and preached one sermon.  He is traveling here . . . as an agent for the Missionary 
Society.  I have not felt so much at home under any preaching since I have been in the state.  Great is 
the difference between the northern and southern manner of preaching.  The difference is as great as 
that of climate.  Southern preaching is such as is calculated to produce feeling on southern minds.  
There is generally much noise and sweet stirring language in it, and sometimes I think little but curiosity 
and sound.  Northern preaching is less productive of feeling (animal feeling) but has more thought. . ..  
How does religion flourish?. .. There was in this place last summer a meeting of ten days continuance 
attended with a very great excitement both on the part of professors and non-professors.  Souls 
thronged the altar by closing.  Every effort seemed to be used to produce effect, and effect was 
produced.  I closely watched the exercises of the meeting and the movements of the people and the 
after deportment of the reputed converts, and my opinion is there was not one genuine conversion 
among those whom I had the opportunity to observe.  If there was I am not capable of judging correctly 
from conduct or manner of life.  Oh how many professing of religion fall short of possessing it, and 
must miss Heaven at last.”   

During Bullard’s short tenure at the Culloden Academy from 1833 to 1836, he taught several students 
who would go on to prominence: Linton Stevens (an Associate Justice of Georgia’s Supreme Court), James 
D. Smith (a Georgia Governor), and Thomas Norwood (a U.S. Senator).  He returned north and joined the 
Troy Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church and became a minister after being ordained in 1841.  
In 1854, he retired from regular preaching after inheriting his father’s farm at New Haven. 

Bullard’s remarkable letter provides an exceptionally literate window into some the most significant 
aspects of life in the Southeast United States during the 1830s; a treasure trove of first-hand observations 
and concerns. 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9415  

 



 

11. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [PLANTATION LIFE] [PHILATELY] [SLAVERY] [TEXANA] [WESTWARD 
EXPANSION] Letter from a father in Alabama to his son in the Republic of Texas discussing his plans to 
emigrate there and establish a large cotton plantation.  Nathaniel Davis to Nathaniel Hart Davis.  
Madison County, Alabama via New Orleans to Montgomery Court House, Texas.  Christmas Eve, 1840. 

This four-page stampless folded letter, dated 
“Xmas Eve 1840,” measures approximately 16” 
x 9.5” unfolded.  It bears a circular blue 
“Huntsville / Ala” postmark dated “Dec 26,” a 
blue “25” cent manuscript rate mark (postage 
from Huntsville to New Orleans), a brown “56” 
cent manuscript rate mark (50 cents for 
distances >100 miles plus 6.25 cents for receipt 
of ships mail), a blue “PAID” handstamp, and a 
black “SHIP” handstamp.  In the lower left 
corner, it has a manuscript annotation that 
reads, “Care of Messrs / Bowe & Crenshaw / 
New Orleans.” A black oval handstamp on the 
reverse reads Wm Bryan / New Orleans / Agent 
of the Texian Post Office (See ASSC, v.1, p.382.)  
There are splits along the folds, some partially 
mended with what appears to be archival tape; 
the repairs should probably be redone.  A 
transcript will be provided. 

In this letter, a father poses numerous 
questions about Texas to his son, and makes it 
clear that he dearly wants to use his slaves to 
get rich, either by hiring them out to wealthy 
planters or by establishing  a large plantation 
of his own perhaps near “Legrange, Bastrope, Austin, Braxoria, or any other western town not too near 
the Coast”.  He also expresses a confident concern that if necessary, he could defend his family and 
property against Mexicans, Comanches, and other western threats. 

“What inducements have the wealthy planters to settle on the [flooded] Colorado [River] at the 
probable low price of cotton as long as Slavery exists   the profits of growing that staple will be 
destroyed entirely by a land carriage of any but a very short distance either on railroads, turnpikes or 
wagons. . . .  it will be highly desirable that I make some money out of my negroes and . . . I should go 
to some flourishing healthy town where I could hire my negroes out by the month & keep a boarding 
house & perhaps a livery stable . . . to make an honest living until I could resume the planting business 
upon a scale more flattering to my bride than what I have done in Ala. . . .  You have thought proper in 
some of yr former letters to allude to the probability of another Mexican invasion. . . .  If I . . . perish in 
heroic battle there is no place on earth should have my preference over Texas. . . .  I have bot me a 
highly finished German 30 inches steel barrel . . . carrying ½ Oz ball percussion lock & double triggers, 
will shoot level across Tennessee. . . .  I have sworn to kill a baffaloe and I may perchance shoot at a 
Comanchy  I have contracted with Taylor . . . to make me . . . a bowie knife.” 

All in all, a terrific letter with a rather scarce “Texian” postal marking from an especially eager emigrant 
who planned to become rich once he relocated to the Republic of Texas. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9286 

 



 

12. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [HAWAIIANA] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] [WHALING] A detailed whaling 
letter wherein an African-American whaleman does not mince words about his feelings for his captain, 
Hawaiians, and missionaries.  Frank Lawton.  Lahina, Hawaii: 1845. 

This three-page stampless folded letter is dated 
March 5th, 1845.  It was sent by Francis “Frank” 
Lawton from Lahina, Hawaii to his father Cuffe 
“Cuff” New Bedford by a private vessel.  It bears a 
red “SHIP” handstamp and a manuscript “6” cent 
rate marking.  It appears the rate was undercharged 
by two cents even if the letter was taken by the ship 
to the port of New Bedford.  At the time, the 
postage fee for addresses within 30 miles was six 
cents.  Since this cover was received from a ship, 
there should have been an additional two-cent ship 
fee for a total of eight cents.  The letter is in nice 
shape.  Transcript included. 

The early 19th century whaling industry was one of 
the few, and possibly the first venue where men of 
color enjoyed employment parity with whites.  
Although few blacks served as officers or 
shipmasters, and races were segregated on some 
ships, often white and non-white sailors were 
intermingled on board “checkerboard style.”. . .   

Cuffe Lawton, a free black man, was born in 
Newport, Rhode Island in 1789 and moved to New 
Bedford by 1826.   In Newport, Lawton had been a 
student at the African Free School, a member of 
that town’s Free African Union Society, and clerk of 
its African Benevolent Society. In New Bedford, he 
worked mostly as a laborer for whaling merchants, both on their vessels and around their homes. For 
whaling merchant Charles W. Morgan, he helped fit whaling ships, cleaned yards, and once sawed “old 
wood at Candleworks” from Morgan’s ship Francis Henrietta.  The Lawton house is still standing at 62 
Bedford Street in New Bedford.  (See Malloy’s African Americans in the Maritime Trade, U.S. Census 
Records and the online National Park Service brochure and essay, Behind the Mansions (New Bedford 
Whaling National Historic Park). 

Cuffe Lawton’s son, Frank, became a whaleman and eventually rose to the rank of mate.   In this literate 
and humorous letter, Frank candidly expresses his feelings about his ship’s captain and crew, Hawaiians, 
and missionaries: 

“I presume that you are well aware that I sailed in what was called a Bethel Ship for we had seven that 
were called professors of Religion but if his Satanic Majesty had picked them out himself he could not 
have been more pleased.  As for our Capt. He is actually the worst man I ever saw there is scarcely a 
single crime that he is not guilty of and we have a very good reason for saying that.  He has sailed in a 
certain class of vessels [probably slavers] which shall now be nameless.  By his own confessions he says 
that if the English were to catch him . . . his time would be short.” 

And he has little regard for Hawaiians and missionaries: 
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“I suppose that you have 
heard a great deal about the 
Sandwich Isles about their 
learning enterprise talents 
and happiness why one to 
read their papers would think 
that he was reading the 
description of some Fairyland 
but I must say that they are 
the most miserable set of 
Islanders that I ever saw.  
When Cook discovered them 
the population was estimated 
to be about 800,000 now they 
scarcely number 160,000 and 
of that number about 300 are 
white and 4 or 500 half 
breeds.  Now I should think that was a great decrease in the short space of 67 years perhaps you will 
inquire the reason for this decrease. . ..    I ask them and they will tell you it is the white man’s curse it 
is the Rum and fire arms and Poison and a hundred of loathsome diseases that Christian nations bring 
among them.  But it is the same wherever the white man goes there is a curse follows him where the 
print of his cursed footsteps are seen there you will see nations dying off by hundreds and thousands.  
We were at the island of Nooheva about 18 months ago and there it was the same they were dying off 
there some 20 and 30 in a day they mostly young persons.  When Cook first discovered these Islands 
the (S.I.) he speaks in the highest terms of their hospitality go in any of their houses from the chief to 
his meanest follower and you had everything that the Island afforded.  Go now and you can scarcely 
get a drink of water and in many places you cannot unless you pay for it.  Ask them about it and they 
will say that they are poor and I think they speak the truth for all kinds of provisions are very dear.  The 
principal food of the natives is Poe and fish the Poe is a kind of paste made of taro but the living of the 
chiefs and whites is vastly different go into their houses and you will see. . .. “ 

“As for the missionaries I hardly know what to say of them.  Were I to tell you the truth you would not 
believe me.  There fore I shall merely say that they have not done so much good as what they might.  
It is true most of the natives can read and write but for their morals I cannot say much in favor of them 
in one word they have learnt all the vices without the virtues of civilized nations. “ 

Although African-American whalemen were not uncommon, few rose to become mates or masters, and 
letters from them are rare.  As of 2019, the Rare Book Hub shows only one auction record for an African-
American whaling letter in the past 70 years.  Although OCLC shows no African-American whaling letters 
in institutional collections, the New Bedford Whaling Museum holds the family papers of Captain Paul 
Cuffee (no apparent relation), probably the wealthiest and most influential African-American of the early 
1800s. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9416 

  

 



 

13. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [CRIME & LAW] [FOOD & DRINK] A bond requiring a white man to appear 
in court on the charge that he furnished “spirituous liquor” to another man’s slave.  Various persons.  
Forsyth County, Georgia: 1848. 

In this one-page document, bondsmen pledge 
$100 as a guarantee that: 

“Adam Campbell shall personally appear 
before the Superior Court when held for said 
County on the fourth Monday in August next 
then and there to answer . . . for and 
concerning the offence of a Misdemeanor for 
furnishing a certain negro man slave by the 
name of Buc the property of one Captain 
McQuering with spiritous liquor for his own 
use. . . .”  

Although during the earliest days of slavery in the 
American colonies, slaves were permitted to use 
alcohol and beer in ceremonies and rituals that 
they had practiced in Africa, as their numbers 
increased, colonial governments began passing 
laws regulating the practice.  By the middle of the 
18th century, most colonies were severely limiting  
slaves’ access to liquor “based on the notion that 
Blacks were too irresponsible to be trusted with 
the use of alcohol or fear that Blacks would be less 
accepting of the conditions of their servitude, 
more difficult to control, and more prone to 
violence. [Concern regarding] mass drunkenness 
and potential revolt was heightened following Nat 
Turner’s and Denmark Vessey’s revolts.” (See 
Christmom’s “Historical Overview of Alcohol in the 
African American Community” in Journal of Black 
Studies, Jan. 1995.) 

From the size of Campbell’s bond, it would appear that he may have previously been convicted for the 
same crime as in 1848, the Georgia Code specified that if any 

“person whatsoever shall sell to or furnish any slave . . . spirituous liquor, wines, cider, or any 
intoxicating liquors for his own use, or for the purpose of sale, such person so offending shall, upon 
conviction thereof, pay a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than fifty dollars, for the first 
offence, and upon a second conviction, tp be subject to a fine and imprisonment in the common jail of 
the county, at the discretion of the court, not to exceed sixty days of imprisonment and five hundred 
dollars fine. . . .” 

Rather scarce. As of 2019, there are two similar documents for sale in the trade, and the Rare Book Hub 
shows two have been sold at auction.  OCLC shows three similar documents are held in institutional 
collections. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9349  

 



 

14. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] Letter from a Lieutenant in the 27th 
Massachusetts Infantry while encamped at Washington, North Carolina, which includes an assessment 
of the 1st North Carolina Colored Volunteers.  Lieutenant J. H. Judd.  Washington, North Carolina: [1863]. 

This three-page letter is datelined, “Washington 
N.C. Jan 24th”” 1863.  Its envelope is postmarked 
“Washington / Jan 26 1863” and bears a “Due 3” 
handstamp.  Both letter and cover are in nice 
shape.   

In this letter, Judd writes a friend in East Hampton, 
Massachusetts and reports that he has recently 
encamped at Washington as part of the Union 
Army’s occupation of the North Carolina coast 
shortly before it was placed under siege by 
Confederate General D. H. Hill.  Already, the Union 
forces were planning for its defense: 

“Thar is no Regt . . . that can be better trusted 
with the outer Picket Post than the Gallant old 
27th. . ..  Washington is a pleasant Town on the 
Tar River  its streets are more regular & I think 
if any thing this place pleasenter than Newbern  
Our communication with Newbern are mostly 
by water, distance by water 120 miles by land 
some 35 miles But the Rebs & the lack of 
bridges rather  interfere with the land rout. . ..  
It has been well fortified one long Fort has been 
built after Gen Fosters plan in shape like a star  
the fort is well maned  the guns all of them are good  some of the of long range.  Four Block Houses 
have been built one piece of the battery in each.  In the river opposite the Town are two Gun Boats of 
heavy armament besides the cavalry & infantry. . ..” 

He also comments on the freed slaves that had flocked to the Union lines as well as recognizing the 1st 
North Carolina Colored Volunteer Regiment, one of the first African-American units to be formed: 

“Two cos of the 1.N.C Regiment are her thy make grand soldiers.  I think thy will fight full as well as our 
men  in fact there is no other way for them  they know to will if they are taken prisoner they must be 
treated with out much mercy  As to the Blacks ther is no end to them you meet them at every turn  
They seem to have great respect for the Union Soldiers & regard us as their friends  As a general thing 
they are very ignorant & degraded but there are some exceptions to this & noble ones  to.” 

The Confederate Army laid siege to Washington during March and April of 1863.  Although the Union forces 
were far too few to break through Southern lines, the Confederates would not have been able to take the 
city without incurring massive casualties.  As a result, the siege developed into an artillery duel.  Eventually 
Union reinforcements arrived by both land and river, and the Confederates were forced to withdraw in mid-
April. 

A fine first-hand account of the Union defenses at Washington including the freed slaves that flocked to 
Union lines and one of the first African-American infantry regiments. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9398  

 



 

15. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] [RISQUE] [SEX]  A risqué letter 
to a married woman from a white Union soldier (presumably from her husband), who was stationed at 
one of the principal training camps for U.S. Colored Troops, suggesting a rather passionate and energetic 
reunion upon his return home.  To Mrs. I. A. Waterson from H.  Camp Nelson, Kentucky to Worcester, 
Massachusetts, December 28, 1863. 

This two-page letter is dated “Dec. 
28th/1863”.  Its envelope is franked 
with a 3-cent Washington stamp (Scott 
#65) tied to the cover with a circular, 
black “Camp Nelson, KY.” postmark 
dated “DEC 29” and a neat slash of 
black ink. The cover is annotated “Boo 
Hoo” in the lower left corner. Both 
letter and cover are in nice shape.  A 
transcript will be provided. 

In this letter, after bemoaning the 
weather and mud, H, who possibly just 
returned from furlough, laments that 
the couple cannot spend the next 
Thanksgiving and Christmas together 
after which he promises: 

“I am still light hearted, & will make 
you the same when I get home.  If 
the bed wont hold us we can sleep 
on the floor like Soldiers, & if the 
floor won’t hold us we can take a 
tent & live in the woods. . . . You 
may go off to bed & leave me if you 
please when I get home, but I guess 
I can find you. . . .  Then I should 
want to stay all Summer & next 
Winter, & I don’t when I should ever 
get ready to go. . . .” 

Camp Nelson, Kentucky, was established in 1863 as a supply depot for the Union Army, but it soon became 
apparent that it was not feasible to haul supplies from it to operations near Knoxville and the Cumberland 
Gap.  At the same time, escaped and abandoned African-American slaves, known as ‘contraband’ before 
the Emancipation Proclamation, made their way to the camp for sanctuary and support.  There, males 
were pressed into service by the Union forces to build fortifications, bridges, and construct railroad lines.  
After the Emancipation Proclamation, the camp became one of three sites that trained former slaves to 
become soldiers, and four black regiments were raised: 5th and 6th U.S. Colored Cavalry Regiments and 
the 114th and 116th Colored Heavy Artillery Regiments. 

An unusually passionate and risqué letter made all the more desirable by the rather scarce “Camp Nelson” 
postmark on its accompanying envelope. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9287 

  

 



 

16. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [BONE-PICKING] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [CRIME & LAW]  Letter from a 
Pennsylvania police chief to a Virginia justice of the peace requesting assistance in locating two bone-
pickers “all being colored people” who had stolen a “fleabitten” horse and wagon with mismatched 
wheels. Edw. W. Smeltz. Lancaster, Pennsylvania to Rockingham, Virginia: 1889. 

This two-page letter, dated 19 November 
1889, is in nice shape with mailing folds.  A 
transcript will be provided. 

In this letter the Police Chief of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania notifies a Rockingham County, 
Virginia Justice of the Peace to be on the look-
out for two horse thieves: 

“Wm. Storgend or Strogell . . . who has a 
sister . . . of Rockingham (all being colored 
people) with another man . . . (also 
colored) stole the following from John 
Stewart (colored) of this city. . . .   

A grey Horse, between 14 and 15 hands 
high, weight about 1300 lbs, all over 
fleabitten, no marks except a large went 
near root of his tail.  

A market wagon with top, running gears 
and two left wheels painted brown with 
yellow strip, two right wheels painted 
dark, the body painted black and striped 
red. . . . they said they were going in an 
entire different direction from what the 
did go and from all accounts are making 
their way to your place. . . .   

They said they wanted this team to gather bones. . . .” 

In the nineteenth century, rag-and-bone men, often referred to as bone-pickers, scoured city streets, 
gutters, alleys, and dust-bins for old bones, worn out clothes and blankets, and scraps of metal.  They 
were generally quite emaciated as they normally dined on thrown-out leftovers, old bread crusts, and the 
meat they found on bones in the garbage or that they successfully begged from cooks and housekeepers.  
The tools of their trade were usually a greasy shoulder bag for carrying their finds and a crooked stick for 
rooting through piles of ash and garbage.  Those who owned carts or wagons were envied by their 
colleagues.  Bone-pickers considered old cloth, rags, and bits of metal as prize finds as those could quickly 
be turned into cash, however bones were the staple of their trade.  After the bone-men had gnawed off 
whatever meat was remained, the bones would be sold to processors who charred them in iron retorts 
and then ground them into powder (bone char) which was used to make black paint or ink, filter impurities 
from sugar, and improve yields in fertilizer. (See Walton’s online article, “Rag-and-Bone Men” and also 
“Bone Black” in the 1920 edition of The Encyclopedia Americana.) 

An interesting letter referencing a crime associated with a line of work abandoned many years ago. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9230  

 



 

17. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [ENTERTAINMENT & THEATER] [HARLEM RENAISSANCE] [MILITARY & WAR 
– WORLD WAR I] [MUSIC] Two pieces of sheet music—Mirandy and On Patrol in No Man’s Land—as 
performed by the 360th U.S. Infantry Harlem “Hell Fighters” Band.  Lieutenants James “Jim” Europe, 
Noble Sissle, and Eubie Blake.  New York: Jos. W. Stern and M. Witmark respectively, 1919. 

Both pieces of sheet 
music measure 
9.25” x 12.25”.  Four 
pages each including 
the covers.   

The front cover of   
Mirandy features a 
half-tone photo of 
Jim Europe in 
uniform and a 
smaller cameo of 
Noble Sissel.  The 
cover of On Patrol in 
No Man’s Land 
features the same 
image (but smaller) 
of Europe and a 
panoramic image of 
the “Hell Fighters” 
Band.  Both pieces of music are in nice shape with some light minor soiling. 

Two collaborations of giants in African-American music who all served together in World War One in 
Harlem’s 369th Infantry Regiment.  James Reese Europe, the leader of the Hell Fighter’s Band, was the 
most important black musician of the early 1900s.  In 1910, Europe organized the 1 Clef Clu, a society for 
black musicians, and in 1912 its 125-member orchestra made history when it performed a concert at 
Carnegie Hall for the benefit of the Colored Music Settlement School.  It was the first band to play proto-
jazz at Carnegie, 24 years before Benny Goodman’s famed performance and 12 years before Whiteman 
and Gershwin played at Aeolian Hall.  During World War One, Europe obtained a National Guard 
commission in the 360th and led its band traveling over 2,000 miles to perform for American, British, and 
French soldiers as well as French civilians.  Nobel Sissle and Eubie Blake were equally important African-
American composers and musicians who helped Europe form the Hell Fighters Band.   

Unfortunately, shortly after Europe returned from World War I, he was stabbed to death by a drummer 
in his band during a concert performance in Boston.  Sissle and Blake, who had become a formidable 
Vaudeville duo, went on to compose Shuffle Along, one of the first African-American musicals to be 
performed on Broadway, and usher in the golden age of the Harlem Renaissance.   

Exceptionally scarce.  As of 2019, no other examples are for sale in the trade.  OCLC shows no institutions 
holding copies of either, however examples of No Man’s Land are in collections at the Library of Congress, 
Brown University, the New York State Archives, and the National Library of Australia.  It appears that 
Mirandy is only found at the Maryland Historical Society.  Rare Book Hub shows no auction records for No 
Man’s Land and only one for Mirandy, a 2008 Swann auction. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9378  

 



 

18. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [BOXING] [MILITARY & WAR – WORLD WAR II] Negroes and the War by 
Chandler Owen.  [Washington, DC]: United States Office of War Information, [1942]. 

This 10” x 13” 
pamphlet contains 
72 unnumbered 
pages encouraging 
African-Americans 
to support the U.S. 
effort in World War 
Two.  Complete, 
but as usually 
found, it is quite 
worn as it was 
printed on cheap 
acidic paper.  There 
is extensive repair 
to the cover with 
what looks like 
archival tape.  

This propaganda 
pamphlet was 
issued to drum up African-American support for the U.S. participation in World War II.  It contains 
Chandler’s introduction followed by a series of photo-essays titled: “We’ve come a long way, We have 
built great institutions, From the humblest beginnings . . . out of our deepest need we have built the Negro 
Church, The Negro farmer’s life improves steadily with Government help, In the city, We go forward in 
health, The young generation in the city, and In the Armed Forces.” 

The half-tone images in this pamphlet are exceptional and include home, farm, work, the Tuskegee 
airmen, and other military scenes as well as portraits of contemporary African-American celebrities in 
business, medicine, entertainment, and the arts including music and literature.  The most impressive page 
in the pamphlet is inside the rear cover and features a full-page image of champion boxer Joe Louis in an 
Army combat uniform lunging forward with fixed bayonet. 

Chandler Owen, was an exceptionally popular and influential African-American writer, editor, and political 
activist, who as the founder of the socialist journal, The Messenger, campaigned vociferously against 
African-American participation in World War One.  He eventually became disenchanted with leftist 
politics, and by the time World War Two began, Owen was a prominent member of the Republican Party.  
Despite his disgust with President Roosevelt and the Democratic Party’s policies toward African-
Americans, Owen accepted a position with the Office of War Information where he authored this 
pamphlet. 

This important publication is fairly scarce and seldom found complete.  Most of the two million copies 
have disintegrated over the years, and extant examples are usually ragged and tattered.  This example 
shows significant wear but is in far better shape than many, even those found inside institutions.  As of 
2019, one other example is for sale in the trade, and per Rare Book Hub, it has only appeared once at 
auction.  Although digital and microform editions of the pamphlet are available, OCLC shows only seven 
institutions hold physical examples in their collections. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9292 

 



 

19. [ALCOHOL & TOBACCO] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY]  Letter discussing the 
prospect of selling tobacco in England from a business colleague in Liverpool to a pair of brothers in the 
United States who were trading  merchants in Petersburg, Virginia and owned a huge tobacco 
plantation in North Carolina.  W A & G Maxwell to A & R Cunningham. Liverpool, England to Petersburg, 
Virginia: 1825. 

This one-page stampless letter was written in 
Liverpool on January 15, 1825 and carried to 
the Black Ball Line’s agent.  It was dispatched 
on the packet ship, James Cropper, which 
departed on January 22 and arrived in New 
York City on March 3 after which it was 
forwarded to Petersburg.  It bears a straight 
line “SHIP” hand stamp in red and a 
corresponding circular New York transit stamp 
dated March 2.  It also bears a manuscript 
“20¾” postage rate (18¾ cents for postage 
plus a two-cent ship fee). See Pullin, p 186.   
The letter is in nice shape. 

In this letter, the Maxwells inform the 
Cunninghams about the prospects for selling 
tobacco and cotton in England during the next 
year: 

“We have little to add to what we wrote to 
you . . . on the subject of Tobacco, except 
that there appears some expectation that 
Government, during the next session of 
Parliament probably may propose some 
reduction in the duty.  If so it may throw 
some life into the market & probably 
improve prices a little but the stock in England is too weighty to expect any material rise. . .. an 
interesting document on the Cotton Trade . . . the vast consumption of this article in England & the 
great reduction in the stock as Companies with what it was at the close of the previous year. Future 
prices depend on a great increase in the supply we are to receive from the U. States in 1825. . .. 

The Cunninghams were prosperous long-time Petersburg merchants who dealt primarily in the tobacco 
trade.  The family also operated a large store just across the border in North Carolina, not far from South 
Boston and Danville along the primary stagecoach route to Petersburg.  Nearby, they established an 8,000 
acre plantation manned by over 190 slaves, which made them the wealthiest planters in the region. 

A very nice example of a packet mail letter from England to an important family of Virginia-North Carolina 
planter-merchants regarding expectations for the tobacco and cotton markets. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9385 

 
 

  

 



 

20. [ALCOHOL & TOBACCO] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] Letter from Frederic de 
Graft, a Baltimore Merchant, to Mess. Clossmann, a wine merchant in Bordeaux.  Fredric de Graft. 
Baltimore: 1833. 

This one-page folded letter was written on 
March 20, 1833 and privately carried to the 
New York forwarding agents DeRham, Islen, 
and Moore who placed it aboard the Old 
Line’s packet ship, Henri IV. (The envelope 
bears an oval “De Rham Iseling & Moore” 
forwarding handstamp.)  The ship arrived at 
Le Havre on 14 April as attested to by a 
circular receiving mark and a “Pays 
D’Outremer par Le Havre” (Overseas Mail by 
Le Havre) hand stamp.  It was then 
forwarded to Bordeaux where it arrived on 
the 18th.  The cover is in nice shape.  
Docketing reads, “1833 / F. de Graft”, and it 
is signed “Frederic De Graft”. 

Phillipe Frederic Clossman (or Clossmann) 
was a well-regarded wine trader from 
Bordeaux who also owned several vineyards 
that are still in operation today (e.g., 
Château de Malleret).  In this letter to 
Clossmann,  de Graft, a Baltimore merchant, 
places an order with for “good old Brandy” 
noting that previous correspondence   

“has induced me to give you a small 
Order for Brandy & I request you to send one via Newyork or Philad if no direct Opportunity should 
offer.  12 or 15 Pipes of good old Brandy Dupuy’s Brand in large Pipes & of the same quality you 
formerly sent me.” 

Dupuy—actually Otard-Dupuy—brandy, which is still in existence as Baron Otard, was one of the three 
major cognac houses when this letter was written.  It was founded in 1795 by Jean-Baptiste Antoine 
O’Tard de la Grange, together with two growers-distillers, the brothers Jean and Léon Dupuy.  It was 
located at the Chateau de Valois, an old and beautiful estate in the center of Cognac on the Charente 
River.  The firm prospered and developed a strong following in the United States where Léon Dupuy had 
many excellent business contacts.   

A very nice example of a packet mail letter—with an interesting New York forwarding agent marking—to  
France regarding the importation of some of the finest Cognac available at that time. 

$100  Read’Em Again Books #9383  
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21. [ALCOHOL & TOBACCO] [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] Letter from Ebenezer 
Stevens & Sons, a New York importing firm, to Messrs Otard Dupuy, one of the most important Cognac 
producers in France.  Ebr Stevens & Sons.  New York to Cognac, France: 1836. 

This two-page folded letter was written on 
December 31, 1836 and sent to Cognac, 
France via the Havre-Whitlock Line’s packet 
ship Albany.  It arrived at Le Havre on 
February 1, 1827 where a “Bureau 
Maritime” receipt stamp was applied along 
with a “Pays d’Outremer par Le Havre” 
(Overseas Countries by Le Havre) marking 
was applied.  A Cognac receipt stamp dated 
February 4 was applied to the reverse.  The 
letter, which is nice shape, is docketed “Ebr 
Stevens & Sons / New York” and signed 
“Ebezr Stevens Sons.”. 

Otard-Dupuy, which is still in existence as 
Baron Otard, was one of the three major 
cognac houses when this letter was written.  
It was founded in 1795 by Jean-Baptiste 
Antoine O’Tard de la Grange, together with 
two growers-distillers, the brothers Jean and 
Léon Dupuy.  It was located at the Chateau 
de Valois, an old and beautiful estate in the 
center of Cognac on the Charente River.  The 
firm prospered and developed a strong 
following in the United States where Léon 
Dupuy had many excellent business 
contacts.   

In this letter, the Stevens company complains about the cotton market’s impact upon their importation 
of brandy: 

“The ‘Mary Jane’ the conveyance pointed out to you for a portion of the Brandy requested from you 
we have thus long detained in the expectation of a considerable fall in the prices of cotton here, which 
as yet has not been but partially realized.  We expect however to get her off in a few days and as she 
is a fast sailer she may be on her return in time for Spring Sales.” 

Stevens & Sons was likely the remnant of a trading company founded by American patriot Ebenezer 
Stevens, who was a participant in the Boston Tea Party and a member of the Sons of Liberty.  With the 
outbreak of the Revolution, Stevens joined Paddock’s Artillery along with Paul Revere and eventually 
received a commission in the Continental Army where he served under the Marquis de Lafayette and later 
served as an artillery commanded at Yorktown.  After the war, Stevens became a prominent merchant in 
New York City until he died in the 1820s.   

A very nice example of a packet mail letter to France regarding the importation of some of the finest 
Cognac available at that time. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9381  

 



 

22. [ANTI-SEMITISM] [ART] [COMMUNISM] [JUDAICA] [NATIONAL SOCIALISM (NAZI)] [PHILATELY] 

Official postcard for Der ewige Jude (The Eternal Jew) degenerate art (entatete Kunst) Exhibition 

sponsored by the Nazi Party.  Vienna: 1938. 

The postcard measures about 4” x 6”.  It 

is titled, “Der ewige Jude” and features 

the official poster of the exhibition: a 

caricature of an eastern Jew wearing a 

kaftan and holding gold coins in one 

hand and a whip in the other. It was 

sold as a souvenir of the exhibit.  In 

English, the text reads, “Great Political 

Show in the Northwest Vienna Exhibit 

Hall until August 2, 1938.  Open daily 

from 10 am to 8 pm.”   

It bears a commemorative exhibit 

postmark on the reverse. 

The Eternal Jew exhibit of degenerate 

art was sponsored by the Nazi Party 

and rotated through Munich, Vienna, 

and Berlin during 1936.  It displayed 

numerous works by avant-garde artists 

such as Max Beckmann, Ernst Kirchner, and Emil Nolde, not as aesthetic masterpieces, but as art deserving 

of ridicule, derision, and condemnation.  It also included many photographs and stereotypical images of 

Jews while suggesting that they were attempting to boshevise central Europe.  Between the three venues, 

over two million people attended. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9371 

  

 

 



 

23. [ANSCHLUSS] [ANTI-CATHOLICISM] [ANTI-SEMITISM] [JUDAICA] [NATIONAL SOCIALISM (NAZI)] 
[PHILATELY]. “Mander s’ischt Zeit!” (Men, It’s Time!) - National Socialist propaganda postcard 
commemorating the ‘Anschluss’.  Graz, Austria: 1938. 

The post card measures approximately 4” 

x 6” and is titled, “Mander s’ischt Zeit!” 

(Men, It’s Time!).  It features an 

illustration of a group fleeing from a sea of 

Nazi flags.  It was published by Leopold 

Stocker of Graz, Austria in 1938.  The 

postcard is like new. 

“Mander s’ischt Zeit!” was the battle-cry 

of a famous Tyrolean freedom fighter, 

Andreas Hofer, during the uprising against 

the Napoleonic French and Bavarian 

invasion of  1809.  On 8 March 1938, 

Austrian Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg 

used the same rallying cry to no avail  in a 

speech urging Austrians never to unite 

with Germany.  Four days later, Adolf 

Hitler gave a speech before 250,000 

jubilant Austrians at Vienna’s Heldenplatz, 

von Schuschnigg abandoned his 

chancellorship.  The Nazi’s then took up 

the slogan to urge the Austrians to force 

von Schuschnigg, Social Democrats, Jews, 

and Catholics from the country. 

The postcard shows that happening as the 

former Chancellor leads a group running 

away from a pack of Nazi flags.  With him 

are a caricatured Jew hugging a box of money, a terrified priest and politician, and a member of the 

Schuschnigg Youth.    

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9372  

 



 

24. [ANTI-SEMITISM] [COMMUNISM] [JUDAICA] [NATIONAL SOCIALISM (NAZI)].  An official postcard 

from the 1939 Grosse antibolischewistische Aussellung (Great anti-Bolshevik Exhibition).  Vienna: 1939. 

This German propaganda postcard 

measures approximately 4” x 6” and 

features the official poster of the Great 

anti-Bolshevik Exhibition) that was held in 

Vienna in 1939. The illustration shows a 

skeletonized Russian soldier carrying a 

rifle and machine gun while advancing 

across a flaming globe emblazoned with a 

Star of David, Hammer, and Sickle. 

The card title reads, “Bolschewismus 

ohne Maske” or Bolshevism Unmasked.  

The card was sold as an exhibition 

souvenir.  It is franked with a pair of 

German stamps commemorating the 

Nazi’s assumption of power.  They have 

been cancelled with the official exhibition 

postmark.  The card is in nice shape. 

Beginning in 1937 the Nazi’s began to 

hold annual anti-Bolshevik exhibitions 

that rotated between large German 

cities.  The exhibitions were focused upon 

exposing the efforts of the Soviet Union’s  

Comintern—i.e., the Communist 

International—to undermine nations and 

install communist regimes.   

This card is from the anti-Bolshevik exhibition held 

at Vienna in February 1939.  This was the last of 

these regularly held shows as later that year, Adolf 

Hitler and Josef Stalin signed their infamous non-

aggression pact; suddenly and unexpectedly the 

two totalitarian rivals, Nazi Germany and 

Communist Russia, became allies.   

SOLD  Read’Em Again #9373 

  

 

 



 

25. [AVIATION] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN] Small grouping of three items related to the famed American 
aviatrix Florence E. “Tree Tops” Klingensmith and her record setting 1,078 loop flight at the Wold-
Chamberlain Airfield in Minneapolis on June 22, 1931.  Florence E. Klingensmith.  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota: circa 1931. 

This grouping consists of three items: 

• An autographed airmail cover franked with a red and 
blue 5-cent Beacon airmail stamp (Scott #C11) and a 
Minneapolis station number “2” barrel postmark 
date Jul 27.  It is addressed to a St. Joseph, Missouri 
address.  The cover is autographed in the upper left 
corner “Florence E Klingensmith / “Tree Tops”. The 
cover is in nice shape. 

• An autographed 3.5” x 4.5” b/w photograph of 
Klingensmith leaning against her plane.  In nice shape, 
however most of the autograph is difficult to see 
straight-on as the ink matches the black of the 
photograph.  The last two letters “th” of 
Klingensmith’s name can be seen easily in the right 
margin, however, to read the full autograph, the 
photo must be tilted.   

• An undated newspaper clipping from the St. Joseph 
(Missouri) Gazette featuring a half-tone image of 
Klingensmith and reporting on her record-breaking flight: “Makes 1,078 Loops / Florence 
Klingensmith, Fargo, N. S., flyer made 1,078 loops in a plane over Minneapolis.”   

Florence Klingensmith (nee Gunderson) was born on a small farm in Oakport Township, Minnesota.  A 
daredevil since childhood, she became infatuated with riding motorcycles at high speeds.  In 1928, Charles 
Lindbergh visited Fargo, North Dakota, where Klingensmith lived at the time, inspiring Florence to take 
flying lessons. That summer, she agreed to be a skydiver in exchange for flight lessons from Edwin Mead 
Canfield. Over that winter she was able to persuade Fargo businessmen to purchase a plane, Miss Fargo, 
for her to use to promote the city at fairs, flying meets, and air races.  In June 1929, she became North 
Dakota’s first licensed woman pilot and that summer she barnstormed county fairs and flew in her first 
air race, finishing in fourth place. 

She set repeated woman’s world records for making the most inside loops in one flight, first in April 1930 
with 143 and then again on June 22, 1931, where before more than 50,000 spectators, Florence flew for 
4.5 hours making 1,078 loops.  At the 1931 National Air Races, she won four woman-only events and 
claimed over $4,000 in prize money.  The next year, she won the most coveted prize in women’s aviation, 
the Amelia Earhart Trophy, with an accompanying Essex Terraplane automobile.  In 1932, she placed 
second in the Shell Speed Dash, setting the stage for her entry into the otherwise all-male 100-mile Frank 
Phillips Trophy Race at the International Air Races in Chicago. In it she flew a fabric-covered Gee Bee 
Model Y Senior Sportster whose stock 22-horsepower engine had been replaced with a 670 horsepower 
Wright Whirlwind.  During the race, while Florence was in fourth place, the stress on her overpowered 
aircraft was too much causing her to crash.  She died instantly and was later buried in her family’s plot in 
the Oakport, Minnesota Cemetery. 

A nice grouping of mementos from one of the most important and successful of the early women aviators. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9405  

 



 

26. [BANKING & FINANCE] [JUDAICA] [PACKET MAIL] [PANIC OF 1837] [PHILATELY] Letter from George 
Newbold in New York requesting loans from the de Rothschild Frères in Paris to keep the Bank of 
America afloat following the Panic of 1837.  George Newbold.  New York: 1839. 

This three-page stampless letter was written on 
September 30, 1939 and carried by the Second Line’s 
packet ship, Charles Carroll, to Paris.  It bears an 
indistinct circular “outre-mer” (“overseas”) receiving 
stamp in red on the front and an indistinct circular Paris 
arrival stamp in blue on the reverse.  The letter is in nice 
shape.  A transcript will be provided. 

Newbold was the President of the Bank of America when 
he wrote this letter thanking one of the French branches 
of the Rothschild’s gigantic, but mysterious, financial 
empire for providing loans and asks for additional credit 
to keep the bank afloat: 

“I have now to address that our cashier will remit you 
. . . fs 500,000. . ..  The credit of £100,000 Stg that you 
were pleased to give us for the period of Six months 
having now expired we desire for our future 
government to learn your decision upon the 
application relative to a credit contained in my letter 
. . . November last.  Believing that it may become 
desirable & useful to this Bank to render available in Europe a part of the Treasury Notes issued by the 
United State Government . . . we have had it in contemplation to send you some for that purpose. . ..  
I have now to request [you] to advise me whether it will be convenient & agreeable to you to receive 
from this Bank any sum not exceeding $500,000. . ..  Treasury notes will become due in May next & 
are then payable with interest of six percent per annum.  We desire to know whether it would suit you 
to hold an amount of the Treasury notes not exceeding $500,000 until about 30 days. . ..” 

In the early 1830s, silver flowed into the U. S. from Mexico and China; land sales and tariffs generated 
substantial revenues; cotton exports soared; and the British began investing heavily in the U. S. 
infrastructure.  However, in 1836, the Bank of England realized that its monetary reserves had become 
dangerously low.  Inflation reached critical levels, and in October there was a run on Irish banks, and many 
English banks found themselves in dire straits as well.  Attempting to attract deposits, the Bank of England 
raised its interest rates, forcing other banks—including those in the United States—to follow suit.  Banks 
scaled back on lending and money became scarce.  The American expansion ground to a halt, the price of 
cotton plummeted, land prices crashed, and Western and Southern banks began to close.  The panic 
spread to the Atlantic seaboard and the Bank of America along with most banks in Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia failed in May of 1837.  It was through the efforts of Newbold and Albert Gallatin that they 
were able to obtain enough capital and credit to reopen a year later.  For more information see “Wall 
Street in History” in The Magazine of American History, Vol X (1883), Newbold’s obituary in The Bankers 
Magazine, Vol 13, and Sumner’s A History of Banking in the United States. 

A unique, first-hand peek inside the otherwise closed world of international banking during the early 19th 
century that could undoubtedly provide considerable grist for those researching anti-banking, anti-
internationalism, anti-Illuminati, and anti-Semitic conspiracy theories.  

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9387  

 



 

27. [BLOCKADE RUNNERS] [CRIME & LAW] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] Three 
documents related to the Civil War Prize Money claims of John C. Hamlin, an Acting Master in the Union 
Navy, for capture of the blockade runners Adela, Andromeda, and Florida.  Various authors.  
Washington, DC: 1865-1869. 

This lot consists of one approved prize money claim 
and two letters regarding disallowed prize money 
claims.  All three documents are in nice shape.  The 
approved claim has some minor edgewear. 

Naval records identify John C. Hamlin as a first a mate 
and then Acting Master on several vessels. His claims 
relate to his service aboard the U.S.S. Huntsville and 
the U.S.S. Pursuit. 

The approved prize money award is for the U.S.S. 
Huntsville’s capture of the Confederate Steamer 
Adela which was carrying a cargo of cotton, rosin, 
and other commodities, probably from Mobile, 
Alabama.  The partially printed award document 
reads: “To John C. Hamlin . . . for the sum due him for 
his share of Prize Money accruing from the capture 
of the Adela 192.45 . . . “Prize Money.” 

The other two letters are related to Hamlin’s prize 
money claims for being on the crew of the U.S.S. 
Pursuit during the capture of the Steamer Florida in 
St. Joseph’s Bay near Pensacola and the Schooner 
Andromeda off the Cuban coast.   

The first of these was sent from the Treasury 
Department to Hamlin’s attorneys not only denying his claim but reporting “that from evidence already 
on file in this office from several parties, it is evident that he has attempted fraud of the grossest kind 
[and that] no payments will be made to him . . . until he has satisfied all concerned.” 

The second is a two-page reply to the Treasury Department from Hamlin’s lawyers acknowledging that 
his claim regarding the Florida was false, but expressing disagreement regarding the Andromeda: 
“Finding we had been grossly deceived in regard to his representations as to the Florida we took 
measures at once, processed a warrant & after much trouble & expense secured him.  His 
representation however as to the Andromeda which was not payable at the time & after assuring 
ourselves he was entitled to, induced us to free him, knowing the reimbursement of our money was 
only a matter of time. . ..  We have now respectfully to request that you will forward the {evidence in 
your office] to us. . ..  Mr. Hamlin and we assure you that while anxious to secure our own interests, it 
should not be done at the detriment of others.”  It is unknown if Hamlin ever received any Andromeda 
prize money. 

Scarce.  As of 2019, there are no auction records for similar items listed at the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows 
one institution holding a single Treasury document awarding prize money.  There are no records anywhere 
regarding prize money fraud or legal disputes over prize money.  Two personal letters regarding prize 
money are held at institutions, and one has been sold at auction. 
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28. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] [ALCOHOL & TOBACCO] Two transatlantic letters 
discussing the market for American tobacco and other products.  Stewart Brothers.  Liverpool to 
Richmond via the Black Ball Line. 1830-1831. 

These stampless folded letters both measure 16” x 10” 
unfolded. The 1830 letter discusses the market for 
American tobacco in Liverpool, and the 1831 letter 
discusses the market for other products, specifically 
butter, oats, flour and cotton. One letter is in nice 
shape; the other has several splits along mailing folds. 

The 1830 letter, dated 1 March, was privately carried 
to the Black Ball ship Manchester (as annotated) and 
departed Liverpool the same day. It bears a New York 
“Ship” handstamp and a receiving postmark dated 
April  7th.  A manuscript rate marking of 20½ cents (18½ 
cents plus a 2 cents captain’s fee) indicates the postage 
due upon delivery.  Its first page discusses the state of 
the Liverpool tobacco market, “You have James Brown 
& Son Monthy Tobo. Circular by which you still notice 
that the Tobo sales for last month was but limited to 
only 2/8 hhs -Virga stems . . . lower than I at one time 
anticipated.  I am sorry that I have not been able to sell 
any of Jno Stewarts . . . something may cast up that 
may bring this Tobo to a good sale yet.“  The second 
page is a two-year summary of sales of “Tobacco in Liverpool” with prices for varying grades of James 
River LeaF, Stemmes, Georgia & Carolina Leaf, Kentucky Leaf, Rappahannock Leaf, and Maryland Scrubs. 

The 1831 letter, dated 14 May, was sent via the Black Ball ship Pacific and departed Liverpool the 17th.  It 
bears a circular New York receiving “Ship” postmark dated 14 June.  It also bears a manuscript 20½ rate 
mark. The contents discuss the effect of more rapid international mail service upon the English 
marketplace.  “American produce is loosing money at present   the short of it is that when any Article pays 
a proffit the communication is now so quick between this Country & America & other countrys that the 
markets get glutted in a few months.. ..  Cotton has fell at New Orleans to 36 cents.”  It also references 
the turmoil in England brought on by the Reform Act of 1831.  “This country has been and still is in a very 
agitated state respecting the Reform Bill the general elections for the New Parliament is going on very 
favorable for the King & his ministers & with less Bitterness that expected there will be it is supposed 150 
of a Majority for reform in the New Parliament which meets next month.” 

The transatlantic Black Ball Line was founded in 1817 by a group of New York Quaker merchants and 

initially consisted of four packet ships including the Pacific, all running between Liverpool, England and 

New York City. It took its name from its flag, a black ball on a red background. It made two scheduled 

sailings per month and by doing so was able to drastically reduce costs.  With infamously strict crew 

discipline and improvements in ship constructions, Black Ballers dramatically reduced average eastward 

crossings to only 23 days and westward voyages to 40. See Pullin’s North Atlantic Packets, pp 193-194. 

A nice pair of packet mail letters with an important summary of tobacco export information and insight 

about market changes brought on by faster communications via packet ships. 
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29. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] [WOOL] Letter from a Marblehead, Massachusetts 
merchant in Spain informing his family at home of the opportunity to import inexpensive year-old 
Merino wool and make it appear to be fresh and of high quality.  Samuel Hooper to Robert & John 
Hooper.  Bilbao, Spain: 1831. 

This three-page stampless, folded letter is 
datelined “Bilbao 5th Augt 1831.” Although it 
references an enclosed invoice, the invoice is no 
longer present.  The letter was no doubt favor-
carried to Le Havre in France as it bears a faint 
forwarding agent cachet on the reverse that 
reads, “Wells & Greene Havre” and from there 
placed on an unnamed private vessel bound for 
New York.  There is a faint “New York Ship” transit 
mark dated October 15 on the front as well as a 
manuscript “38½” postal rate.  (The postal rate is 
in error; it should have been 39½ cents; 18¾ cents 
x 2 for the letter and invoice plus a two-cent letter 
fee).  Although the text is dense, the letter is easy 
to read and in nice shape with some blurring of 
the rate mark. 

The Hoopers were a very successful and very 
wealthy Marblehead merchant family, and the 
letter makes it clear they were a clever and shifty 
bunch as well: 

“The 53 bags at 7½ [reales] was purchased 
here; we do not consider it better if as good as  
. . . the succeeding parcels on the invoice . . . at 6¾. . ..  I hope the wools will prove satisfactory.  Messr 
Aguire was opposed to purchasing such low qualities, but from what I know of the market at home 
they will prove good enough.  Most of them are of last years washing and having been so long in the 
bags they are a little stained next [to] the outside.  In shewing them the samples should be taken from 
as near the center of the bag as possible.  They are so dry that they would have a better appearance 
for laying sometime in a damp place.  Fresh samples are said to look best and if drawn out some time 
after the wools have landed will have a fresher appearance.”  

On the surface, it seems strange that American merchants would be importing Merino wool when, by the 
1830s, the size of the Merino flocks in New England numbered nearly 10,000,000 sheep.  However, despite 
those numbers, home-grown wool accounted for only about 80% of what was required.  American 
manufacturers needed to import 12 million pounds of wool annually to meet the demand, and Bilbao was 
the place to get it.  The city was the trading hub for Spanish wool and hundreds of exporters worked in 
the city.  (For more information, see O’Flanagan’s Port Cities of Atlantic Iberia. . ., and Hurwitz’s 
dissertation Grazing the Modern World: Merino Sheep in South Africa and the United States: 1775-1840. 

Early 19th century letters from Bilbao, Spain to the United States are scarce, especially with a “Wells & 
Green” agent mark, and the content documenting an American merchant family’s intent to pass off old, 
substandard wool as a fresh high-quality product is enlightening. 
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30. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] Letter from a lighter captain at the port of 
Apalachicola to his ship’s owner in New York explaining why earnings had been meager.  Charles L. 
Russell.  Apalachicola, Florida: 1843. 

This one-page letter is dated “Apalachicola 
Janry 15th 18,43”.  It bears a circular, red 
“Apalachicola FTy” postmark with a bold red 
“25” rate stamp.  It is in nice shape. A 
transcript will be provided. 

In this letter, Russell, the Captain of the lighter 
Ida replies to a query from the ship’s owner, 
Nathaniel L. Griswold, a prominent New York 
merchant: 

“You say that you are supprised at the small 
earnings of the Ida   this is owing to the 
large number of lighters here and the low 
rates all striving to do something  she has 
made her Bills more than any other Boat in 
Bay  I was told by the Captain of a Lighter a 
day or two since that he had been here five 
weeks and had earned but $23  in fact their 
has been little or nothing doing for the past 
month.“ 

Russell also addresses several other issues 
with Griswold: 

“The Beef & Bread has not yet arrived but 
presume it will in season as I am not yet out. . ..  The Texter I am expecting to day from New Orleans 
we are – getting along very well with the new Lighter  I sent you the draft for Sails Rigging some time 
ago  presume you have Recd it before this I will make enquires about lands for raising tobacco and 
write you in my next. . ..” 

Apalachicola was established in 1831 to serve as a shipping port for cotton and lumber, and it soon 
became the third largest port on the Gulf of Mexico.  Its waterfront was lined with warehouse and shipping 
agents, and the port itself was filled with lighters—shallow draft schooners—that transported cargo to 
and from the ocean going vessels that had to anchor off shore.  The port was so prominent that a US 
customs house was opened in 1821, and the French established a consulate office to monitor their 
commercial interests.  

An interesting letter describing activity at the port with a scarce Florida Gulf Coast post mark.  
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31. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [NULLIFICATION CRISIS] [POLITICS] [TARIFFS] Circular printed and sent to 
Congress by the hatters of Philadelphia in support of passing the Protectionist Tariff of 1832.  Nathaniel 
Fowle, John Land, et. al.  Philadelphia: 1832. 

This one-page printed circular, dated “Philadelphia, 
May 30th, 1832”, was folded and sent by mail to the 
“Hon. P. Ellis” (Senator Powhattan Ellis of 
Mississippi) at “Washington City, D.C.”  It bears a 
small, circular “PHIL 6 JUN” postmark in red and 
black “FREE” handstamp, which was appropriate at 
the time as the circular was being sent to a member 
of Congress. 

This lengthy circular, created and distributed by the 
hatters of Philadelphia, lays out a detailed case for 
the passing of the Protectionist Tariff of 1832 from 
the perspective of northern hat manufacturers.   

It begins with a short discussion of the beginning of 
the hat industry in colonial America in which “the 
material of which hats were then made was in 
abundance, almost at our doors, and purchased at 
very low prices.”  That changed, the hatters point 
out, when English hat makers who partnered with 
“Fur Companies on this continent were enabled to 
procure the beaver and muskrat (two of the most 
valuable furs of this country) cheaper than the 
American Hatters.”  This they noted led to a decrease in their ability to continue to produce first-rate hats, 
as they were forced to use lesser quality coney (rabbit) fur, unless they purchased American beaver or 
muskrat fur from English merchants.  Additionally, English hat makers began to drop the prices of 
completed hats that they exported to the United States forcing American manufacturers to sell at the 
“lowest possible price” and driving worker salaries down “to a level with the paupers of Europe, with all 
the train of moral degradation consequent to such a state.”  Not only, they claimed, did this affect 37,500 
male hatters and apprentices, it also hurt 7,000 female hat trimmers. 

The Tariff of 1832 was passed to reduce the clamor an even more draconian tariff created in 1828—known 
in the South as the Tariff of Abominations—on a sectional vote in Congress when Northern politicians 
protected their growing industries without concern for drastically driving up the cost for manufactured 
goods imported from England.  Worse, the tariff crippled demand for Southern agricultural products by 
imposing a 45% tax on raw goods like cotton and tobacco.  This tariff—which was not supported by 
Senator Ellis—passed but did far to little to lessen the extraordinary financial burden placed on the South 
and led directly to the Nullification Crisis and the chain of events that set the stage for  secession and the 
Civil War.   

No doubt these circulars were sent to each of the 46 Senators and 240 Representatives of the Twenty-
Third Congress, however it is very scarce.  No others are for sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub shows 
none have appeared at auction, and OCLC shows only one institutional holding (at the American 
Antiquarian Society) 
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32. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [GARDENS & NURSERIES] [HORTICULTURE] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] Three-
page letter and invoice for trees and bushes from the first commercial nursery in America sent by packet 
mail from Flushing, New York to a renowned Scottish horticulturist in Edinburg.  William Prince to Eagle 
Henderson.  Flushing, New York to Edinburg, Scotland: 1846. 

This stampless folded invoice-letter was 
prepared on January 20, 1846.  It was 
privately carried on the Ship Gondola to 
the Scottish port at Greenock, and it 
bears a scarce “Greenock / Ship Letter” 
receiving hand stamp and a May 10th 
receiving mark.  There is an 8d rate 
marking probably made when the letter 
arrived at Greenock.  The letter is in nice 
shape.  

In this invoice-letter Prince informs 
Henderson that this shipment will be the 
last of the year:  “We consign to you for 
sale or for your own use . . . at such prices 
as can be obtained – Seeds are so very 
scarce this year that we cant send 
anymore and since these were shipped 
we have orders for several of these kinds 
which we had none left to supply. . ..” 

The shipment included: four barrels of 
Scarlet Oak, one and a half barrels of Red 
Oak, one barrel of Mossy Cape Oak, and 
assorted bushels and quarts of Virginia 
Juniper, White Birch, Hibiscus, Balsam, 
and many more varieties. 

The Linnaean Botanic Garden and Nurseries—the first large-scale commercial nursery in North America—
was started by Robert Prince in Flushing sometime around 1730.  William Prince was Robert’s son, and 
the nursery remained in family hands for 130 years and the next five generations.  During the Revolution, 
the nursery was protected by British and Hessian soldiers, many of whom sent specimens home to Great 
Britain and Germany.  On one occasion, President Washington visited the garden by barge from 
Manhattan and purchased a plum tree for Mount Vernon.  (See the on-line article “Discovering history at 
Flushing’s Botanical Gardens” and “The Princes’ nursery and estate in Flushing” on-line at the Queen’s 
Chronicle website.) 

Alexander Henderson of Press was an early and important Scottish nurseryman and seed merchant who 
also served as the first Chairman of the National Bank of Scotland and Lord Provost of Edinburgh.  His seed 
shop was known as Eagle & Henderson.  After Alexander died in 1826, the firm continued to operate, and 
Wikipedia suggests that Eagle was Alexander’s son. (See Wikipedia for more information.) 

A unique first-hand piece of horticultural history sent by packet mail between the most important 19th 
century nurseries in Scotland and the United States.  
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33. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [GOLD RUSH] [LGBT] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] Letter from a French ship 
captain to his male lover in Paris explaining that he had chartered his ship for the China trade and 
established himself as a merchant in Stockton during the first few months of the California Gold Rush.  
Sender’s signature appears to read V. Havres. San Francisco, California: 1849. 

This three-page, stampless folded letter—in English—is dated 
“San Francisco 3th July 1849” and addressed to Aristide Servan 
via “Charle Legaut, Employee des Postes, Paris”  Sent “via 
Panama” from San Francisco, it arrived in Avers (Antwerp), 
Belgium on 6 September as indicated by a circular receiving 
stamp and was forwarded to Paris on 8 September as shown 
by a second Belgian postmark.  An indistinct Paris arrival stamp 
is on the reverse.  Two manuscript rate marks, applied in 
Europe, are on the front. In nice shape.  Transcript included. 

In this letter, Havres assures Aristide that “I love you as 
tenderly as ever my dear friend & you know that I am so for 
life,” and continues to relate the problems he has endured and 
the success he has achieved: 

“I was back in California at the end of February & was 
completely ruined.  the little money I had made in my 
passage from China to Calif. Went in expenses & payment 
of debts.  I discharged all our old crew & had about 3.000 
to pay.  I then chartered the Pacifico to S. H. Williams . . . & now I am indebted . . .  about $3.500, the 
vessel having been repaired completely & newly coppered. . .. I was completely alone with very little 
money in a country where you must spend $10 a day to live.  I entered their in business with an 
Americain of the name of G. Fourgeaud & established a store up in the mining country . . .  & have 
been doing well. . ..  we live under a tent with 95 degrees of heat . . . in short time I will be an old 
carcass. you cannot conceive how people become old here.  I have seen men who in one month have 
become entirely grey. . .. You cannot conceive what has been life in California, now . . . every one is 
comfortable in comparison of how they were 4 months ago.  I have passed also hard & disagreable 
days, & have now plenty grey hairs. . .. The Pacifico is arrived . . . 30th June . . .  55 days with Chinese 
Cargo [but] I am not in a state of health to go to Sea again. . .. I should like very much to sell her. . ..” 

He further reveals that like other Forty-Niners, he had gone money-mad: 

“I believe that I will remain some time in Calif. It is a making money country, & you know that I must 
make our both fortunes. . .. I am very well seen here as a merchant je rage entre deux eaux. . .. I have 
become very brute. . .. I must make money. . ..  I do not beleive that I have open a book this six months.  
about politics. . ..   I have heard that L. N. was president in France but I have not time to occupy myself 
about it. . ..   Ask me the current price of all the Calif. Markets, then I am in my element. . ..” 

30,000 Frenchmen eventually immigrated to California during the Gold Rush.  However, Havres—in 
February of 1849—was surely one of the first, as the lingotiers did not arrive until much later after gold 
fever took France by storm following a series of lotteries offering transportation to California as prizes.   

A wonderful early Gold Rush letter touching upon mercantile opportunities, mining, ship repair, the China 
trade, living conditions, and same-sex love.  A 2012 Behr “Certificat” from Paris guarantees the letter as 
genuine in all respects.   
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34. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [FOOD & DRINK] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] Four-page letter from a sutler 
describing how he sold goods to soldiers at a large training camp.  “Sam”.  Camp Butler (Springfield, 
Illinois), 1864. 

In this letter, a sutler, 
named Sam, describes 
his method of selling 
wares to soldiers at one 
of the largest Union 
training camps during 
the Civil War. 

“I had a very good 
trade yesterday 
amounting to 70$ so 
I went to town this 
morning to prepare 
for another accason 
of the same kind only 
better, which only is 
when there is a 
number of soldiers 
paid  The Sutlers all 
cary their goods to 
Head Quarters  get in 
side of the guards 
Pile them on Boxes & 
Sell all they can  The soldiers are called on one side and & came out on the other (we get on the other)  
This was the first time that I have sold in that way any.  I looked rather too much like a Boy Pedling 
Papers or Apples.  But I have my camp tax to pay equal to any others & I concluded I would try the 
same & see what virtue there was in it.  I think I will try it again if an opportunity affords.  They tried 
so many things that we put on an extra margin when there  There will be some paid tomorrow.  There 
is only 470 in camp now There will be some 100 day men in tomorrow which will revive the Business 
some.” 

He also grouses about having to pay federal tax, noting that he will need to pass that cost along to his 
customers. 

I am very Lazy now though you knew that long before  I don’t have enough to do to keep  a two year 
old Boy out of mischief.  Well the Infernal Revenew man just came around and called for ten Dollars 
which you see will give me something to do.  In order to make up will have to mark my goods all over. 

A nice first-hand description of how sutlers marketed their goods to soldiers on paydays, and in the time-
honored practice of retailers anywhere, they simply passed the cost of additional taxes on to the 
consumer. 

As of 2019, no similar sutler’s letters or for sale in the trade, and there are no auction records at the Rare 
Book Hub.  OCLC shows no similar letters held by institutions. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9325 

  

 



 

35. [BUSINESS & LABOR] Letter proposing the establishment of a “Pant Factory” in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi.  W. O. Huff.  Meridian, Mississippi: 1904. 

In this three-page letter, W. O. Huff of Meridian, 
Mississippi proposes to construct a pants factory in 
partnership with Mr. Thos. M. Ferguson of 
Hattiesburg. 

His proposal is short, direct, and rather blunt: 

“I believe $10,000.00 can be raised out side of 
Hattiesburg.  Can you not raise $40,000.00 in your 
city for the establishment of a Pant Factory. . ..   
One hundred machines will turn out 70 Doz. Pants 
per day and will require from 10 to 15 salesmen 
whose commission will be about 7½%.  You can 
count on not less than 10 to 12% dividends 
annually.  Remember that some experienced 
labor can be had which is quite an item in starting 
a new factory.  Now I cannot see why a Pant 
Factory cannot be established in Hattiesburg with 
proper efforts.  I am very busy and don’t see how 
I can work up this enterprise but if I should hear 
sufficient encouragement I might turn some 
things loose for a while.” 

He also proposes that his son be made manager: 

“My son Oscar M. Huff is fully competent to take 
charge as foreman and can give satisfactory 
references as to his ability along this line; he can 
also give about all necessary instructions to a 
Business Mgr of the outside and office works.” 

Thomas M. Ferguson was a prominent retailer in Hattiesburg at the time.  The 1900 census shows that 
William O. Huff of Alcorn, Mississippi was a travelling salesman and that his son, Oscar, who was about 23 
in 1904, was indeed a “pant factory manager”, probably at the Alcorn Woolen Mills, where “On the 2d 
[floor], cutting and making pants [was managed]. Fifty-five ladies manipulate the sewing machines and 
make up thirty dozens per day. . ..” (See “Corinth’s Industrial Heritage” at the online Corinth Information 
Database.)   

It is unlikely that Ferguson took Huff up on his offer, as the 1910 census shows both of the Huffs still living 
in Alcorn where William was employed as a furniture salesman and Oscar as a pant cutter.  None-the-less, 
the letter is still an interesting testament to Mississippi’s textile industry which in the antebellum period 
when “compared to southern states such as Georgia and the Carolinas . . . was slow and somewhat erratic 
[but grew quickly] from the 1880s through the early 1900s, when inexpensive, nonunion labor of white 
men and women, especially in eastern and central Mississippi, made the state an attractive place to start 
new factories that made clothing and other cloth products.”  (See “Textile Mills” in the online Mississippi 
Encyclopedia.) 
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36. [CIRCUS & FAIRS] [MEDICINE & NURSING] [POULTRY BREEDING] One-page letter on illustrated 
stationery from a prize-winning poultry breeder who served as the Superintendent of P. T. Barnum’s 
Bridgeport Hospital.  C. H. Crosby.  Bridgeport, Connecticut: Bridgeport Hospital, 1890. 

This one-page letter, dated Jun 12, 1890, 
is written on illustrated stationery that 
features an image of Bridgeport Hospital.  
P. T. Barnum’s name stands at the top the 
list of hospital officers as the institution’s 
“President”.  Crosby is identified as the 
institution’s “Superintendent.”  The 
letter is in nice shape. 

In addition to serving as the hospital’s 
superintendent, Crosby was a champion 
chicken breeder who entered and won 
contests throughout the Mid-Atlantic 
and New England.  He also served as the 
Vice-President of the American Poultry 
Association.  In this letter to an important 
chicken breeder and competitor, W. W. 
Smith, he bluntly replies to a purchase 
inquiry:  

“The hen you wanted is dead.  I have 
lost since Feb in one way or another 
10 birds that were worth a good deal 
of money -  2 were killed by a dog that 
were wonders – I inclose your 
samples of feathers from one of them 
- the Underhill is out with 3 or 4 of my 
best ones and a fine cock being bred 
from – I shall have to leave them with 
the man till next fall.  As he wants to 
get all the chickens he can from them  
I have nothing that you want that I can 
spare just now . . ..” 

While P. T. Barnum is most remembered 
for his incomparable showmanship, he was also a civic-minded politician who did much for Connecticut, 
especially Bridgeport.  He served two terms as a Republican representative in the Connecticut Legislature 
where he was a strong supporter of the 13th Amendment which abolished slavery in the United States.  
He also served as the Mayor of Bridgeport where he worked hard to improve the water supply, bring gas 
lighting to streets, and enforce liquor and prostitution laws. It was during this time that he was 
instrumental in the founding of Bridgeport Hospital and subsequently served as its first president as 
shown on this letterhead. 
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37. [CIRCUS & FAIRS] Advertising card and stereoview for Roltair’s Creation, one of the most elaborate 
attraction at the St. Louis World’s Fair.  St. Louis: 1904. 

This lot consists of a 3.5” x 5” b/w 
advertising card and a multi-color 
stereoview for Roltair’s Creation.  
Both are in nice shape; the card has 
some minor discoloration at the 
margins. 

Creation was one of the most 
popular and profitable attractions 
at the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1904.  
Created by Henry Roltair, it was 
situated on The Pike and had an 
elaborate, gigantic entrance.  The 
two-hour show began with a 1,000-
foot backwards slide to reach the 
beginning of a .5-mile-long gondola 
ride through the biblical story of 
Creation. Upon exiting their 
gondola, riders were greeted by 

illusions of a cut-in-half living woman and a talking black man sitting on the tines of a pitchfork.  After a 
climb up a dark staircase, the visitors entered a cyclorama picturing First Century Rome and Venice.  Next, 
they were ushered into a 400-seat amphitheater where they viewed a music, light, and pyrotechnics show 
based on the Creation story. The show ended with Adam, lying in a bed of roses, losing a rib as Eve 
appeared and angels sang from above. 
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38. [CRIME & LAW] [PHILATELY] [POLITICS] [SOVEREIGN CITIZEN MOVEMENT] [TAX RESISTANCE] A 

“sovereign citizen” treaty providing ‘documentation’ to prove that people living within the territory of 

the United States could become  become one of “The Sovereign People of America,” and thus 

unaccountable to any federal or state laws including those requiring the payment of taxes.  James 

Thomas McBride.  Sevierville, Tennessee: Divine Trust, 2010.  

This 35-page document, “Universal Postal Treaty for the 
Americas,” published by the “Office of the Postmaster 
General, Trustee of the Global Trust, Divine Province,” is 
mounted within a black leatherette portfolio.  A printed 
letter from “James Thomas McBride Postmaster General” 
is laid in.  The document and portfolio are in excellent 
shape; the letter has some minor wear.   

The impressive document is filled with excerpts from the 
Constitution, U.S. law, and court cases as well as illogical 
gobbledygook that anyone can use to declare themself a 
‘sovereign citizen’ thus becoming unaccountable to all 
U.S. and state laws.  In his letter, McBride reports that 

“We are now recognized by the United Nations as a 
sovereign nation with the full support of the Military to 
bring . . .  the United States of America back into 
Original jurisdiction.  We have established a new 
banking system . . . established to discharge debts . . . 
and return the property to the people [and] discharge 
of all debt of the American people. . ..  We [will] fund 
the currency . . . to be issued by the de jure Treasury . . 
. replacing the federal reserve Notes. . ..  This summer 
promises to be one that will go down in history [with] 
the end of the Federal Reserve Banking system, the 
Internal Revenue Service and the income tax. . .. ” 

The sovereign citizen movement consists of about 300,000 
tax resistors, financial schemers, and anti-government activists bound by a belief that they are not subject 
to any federal or state statutes.  They do not recognize U.S. currency and claim they are not subject to any 
taxes.  Most consider county sheriffs to be the only legitimate legal authorities.  The federal government 
has successfully prosecuted many for tax violations, perhaps the most notorious being the actor Wesley 
Snipes. 

McBride, a convicted cocaine dealer, discovered the movement while jailed in the 1990s and upon his 
release began to sell a fake Identification cards and other documents that he claimed would provide 
immunity to federal and state tax laws.  Before he was convicted of conspiracy and impersonating a 
diplomat in 2012, he made over $500,000 from his scheme. 

A fascinating document detailing the bizarre thought process and misguided legal justification behind the 
sovereign citizen movement. Quite scarce.  As of 2019, noting similar is for sale in the trade, nor are there 
any records of similar documents having been sold at auction.  OCLC shows no institutional holdings of 
this treaty or any other similar sovereign citizen documents. 
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39. [DIVORCE] [IMMIGRATION] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN} Letter from an American passenger 
describing the arrival of an  immigration ship and informing a prominent, but despicable, Connecticut 
minister that his long-suffering wife (who would soon initiate one of the most notorious divorce cases 
of the 19th century) would shortly be returning from Europe. Sarah Gibbs to the Reverend Dr. Samuel F. 
Jarvis.  Ship Burgundy to Middletown, Connecticut: August 14, 1837. 

This two-page folded letter measures 16” x 10” 
unfolded.  It bears a circular red New York “Ship” 
postmark dated August 16 and is in nice shape. 

The ship Burgundy regularly brought immigrants from 
Europe to the United States.  On this voyage, which 
began at Le Havre in April, it transported 41 U.S. 
citizens and 79 immigrant farmers from Prussia and 
Bavaria to New York (see the Immigrant Ship 
Transcribers Guild On-Line) where Ms. Gibbs reports 
in her letter to Dr. Jarvis that it was quarantined for 
three days “tho’ there has been no sickness on board 
except measles – they are obliged to cleance the ship 
at Staten Island and then land strange passengers and 
our baggage cannot be taken out until the ship comes 
up, unless we consent to it being examined by an 
inferior officer.”   

Ms. Gibbs also informs the Reverend Jarvis that “I saw 
Mrs J and daughter a few days before I left Paris, they 
were all well, very much occupied in preparation for 
their return to America, It was their intention to sail the 8th of this month.” 

No doubt, Ms. Gibbs would have no idea that this information would be something that Jarvis simply did 
not want to hear as Sarah was returning to the United States to begin divorce proceedings.  In 1810, 
Samuel Jarvis, then a young minister recently graduated from Yale, married Sarah McCurdy Hart, one of 
the “seven graces,” the most beautiful women in New England at the time.  Although Jarvis became quite 
wealthy as one of the most prominent pastors in New England, and the couple had five children together, 
their marriage was miserable from the start.  It eventually ended in one of the most notorious divorces of 
19th century America and was chronicled in newspapers and pamphlets of the day.   

Samuel was a serious, humorless, and stubborn man, while Sarah was high strung, tempestuous, and 
easily angered.  Soon after the wedding they began to annoy, anger, and infuriate each other. Samuel was 
also physically abusive, not only to Sarah but to at least one of his daughters. During the divorce 
proceedings, which were initiated soon after Sarah returned from her mutually agreed upon exile in 
Europe, it came to light that Jarvis had repeatedly punched her in the head, seized and wrung her nose, 
dragged her across floors, held her captive in a small apartment, forced her to remain silent at all times, 
limited her food, and attempted to  commit her to an insane asylum. 

A remarkable and scarce first-hand account of the arrival of an immigrant ship in New York made even 
more compelling by its connection to the infamous Jarvis-Hart divorce.  As of 2019, no similar accounts of 
an immigrant ship’s arrival in New York are for sale in the trade.  There are no records at the Rare Book 
Hub or OCLC of similar accounts being held by institutions or sold at auction.  Collections of Jarvis papers 
are held by the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut and the New York Public Library. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9320 

 



 

40. [EDUCATION] [PHILATELY] [TEXANA] Letter from the son of a Texas pioneer sent to a sister in Rhode 
Island which includes information about the construction of Gonzales College; franked with a scarce 3-
cent Washington stamp (Scott #10A).  Wm D. H. Peck.  Gonzales, Texas: 1851.   

This two-page folded letter was written on September 
18, 1851.  It was franked with a three-cent orange-
brown Washington stamp (Scott #10A) and received a 
manuscript postmark that reads, “Gonzales / Sept 20th”.  
The letter was missent to Bristol, Pennsylvania where it 
received a circular red postmark dated October 10 and 
a manuscript annotation “Missent & forward” before it 
was sent on to Bristol, Rhode Island.  The letter is in nice 
shape.  A transcript will be provided. 

The Peck family presence in Texas began in 1831, when 
Nicholas Peck purchased four tracts of land and settled 
in Gonzales. He was the Gonzales representative to the 
Texas Independence Consultation of 1835 and served in 
the Texas Republican Army, fighting at San Jacinto.  
After he died in 1838, most of his large family returned 
to Bristol, however two sons, Benjamin and William, 
remained on the Gonzales homestead and operated a 
very successful mercantile business. 

Benjamin, who the younger William mentions in this 
letter, fought in the Texas-Indian Wars, but was in poor health by the beginning of the Civil War.  His 
younger brother William, who wrote this letter, joined a volunteer company under the command of 
General Ben McCulloch and helped capture San Antonio and Indianola.  He then formally enlisted and 
served as an officer in both the Texas Volunteers and Waul’s Legion. He campaigned throughout 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, and Florida and fought under General Forrest at the Battle of Fort Pillow.  
Following the war, William returned to Gonzales. (See the on-line website, Sons of Dewitt Colony.) 

In this letter, William remarks on his rather mundane life and an exceptionally dry spell of weather, 
“news is out this way  wal there is none as usual except that we have had a fine rain and that is 
something new for we hav not had any of account before since last May . . . everything was dryed up 
before the rain”. 

More importantly, he reports with pride, that construction of what would become Gonzales College 
had begun, “they are progressing rapidly with the Collage  they hav got the Rock nearly all Hauled  I 
think thay wil get through next Saturday night”.   

Gonzales was one of the first Anglo-American settlements in Texas west of the Colorado River.  It has been 
referred to as the ‘Lexington of Texas’ as it was the site of the first fight of the Texas Revolution when 18 
citizens repulsed a Mexican force of over 100 who attempted to seize the town’s cannon, which had been 
presented to them by the Mexican government several years before.  Gonzales College was one of the 
earliest Texas institutions of higher education.  In 1851, stones from Peach Creek were hauled to the 
building site by ox-cart and construction of the school’s beautiful two-story building began. Classes began 
in 1853 with 50 male students, and two years later after a second building was erected, the colleges 
enrolled women as well, granting Bachelor of Arts degrees to its first women students in 1857. (See The 
Handbook of Texas Online.) 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9392  

 



 

41. [EDUCATION] [WOMEN] Letter from a young woman on illustrated stationery from the Encildoun 
Boarding School for Girls.  Unidentified author.  Ercildoun, Pennsylvania: 1861. 

Four-page letter on stationery featuring an 
illustration of the Encildoun Boarding School for 
girls.  The letter is dated March 3d, 1861.  Although 
the bifold lettersheet is complete, the last 
sentence on the final page is truncated, and there 
is no closing or signature.  Otherwise in nice shape. 

The Ercildoun School, originally founded by 
Smedley Darlington in 1851 as a boys’ school, 
became a female boarding school three years 
later. By 1859, it included a ‘Normal Department’ 
to prepare young women for teaching, and its 
Catalog promised “Those desirous of obtaining 
situations as teachers, will be assisted in procuring 
such as their qualifications entitle them to fill.”  In 
this humorous letter, a young woman from the 
school, writes to her younger sister about a trip to 
Philadelphia where she was introduced to Hugh 
Foulke, the headmaster of the Gwynedd Boarding 
School for Boys: 

“Well, about a quarter of 1 PM. The cars took 
us [to] the Depot. . .. I was peering out the 
window expecting to know Hugh Faulke (that was the scamps name) by intuition & my eye soon fell 
with the certainty on a certain tall, slim, precise looking individual who wouldn’t weigh more than your 
humble servant_ the Dr. spied him & says “There’s Hugh Faulke” . . . & as I stepped on the platform I 
heard the Quaker introduction  . . . “How does thee do.” “Quite well, thank you” “It is a beautiful day” 
(excruciatingly precise remember) “Are you all there are from Chester County” wish you could have 
heard the Yankee twang to are & seen the bland smile exposed to view teeth the half of which were 
gold & such a smooth face & so Quaker_ I could scarcely sustain my risibles_ I went to the sitting room 
& . . . in the course of time he came in, remarked that there had been a slight shower.  I must be hungry 
– would we wait till the rain had entirely ceased or go at once to a saloon.   

The sitting room was suffocatingly hot & on his assuring me that the rain was exceedingly slight I 
preferred going immediately_ but Oh Jupiter! do you remember that Thursday? The wind had a perfect 
hurricane as soon as we were on the street_ such an exposure of gaiter boots, big ancles, crinoline & 
embroidery – we took a street car . . . & soon found ourselves seated in a saloon . . . just opposite 
Independence Hall_ “will thee have turkey &c &c – or oysters” “Oysters thank you” “fried, roasted or 
stewed,” “stewed if you please” & “for dessert will thee prefer pie & pudding or ice cream”  “Ice cream 
thank you” _ “lemon, raspberry, strawberry or vanilla” _ “vanilla if you please” “pound cake or sponge” 
“sponge cake is preferable with cream I think.” You would have collapsed or screamed out I know_ I 
sat there so amused just dying with laughter_ we talked politics the state of the country, what brought 
it such peril, would her statesman be able to bring her out of her troubles a perfect Union again &c. 
&c.”  

A fascinating first-hand glimpse of a young woman’s interview for a teaching position. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9402 

 



 

42. [ENGINEERING] [RAILROADS] {TRAVEL][TUNNELS] Invitation to attend Annual Excursion Trip from 
Chicago to Boston via the Hoosac Tunnel.  Frank H. Clarke.  Chicago: Fitchburg and Troy & Boston 
Railroads, 1881.   

This three-page, printed, folding invitation features an 
illustration of the East Portal of the Hoosac Tunnel under 
the title, “Hoosac Tunnel Route.”  Text beneath the 
illustration reads, “Office General Western Passenger 
Agent.” The invitation is signed-in-print by” Frank H. 
Clarke, Gen’l West’n Passenger Agent.”   It is franked with 
a one-cent dark ultramarine Franklin stamp (Scott #182) 
with a smeared cork cancel.  It is addressed to “Ticket 
Agent, N.Y.P.& O. Ry. Ravenna, Ohio.”  An octangle 
Ravenna postmark dated April 1, 1881 is on the reverse. 
Lightly soiled. Short split to one mailing fold and small 
tape repair on the reverse. 

The invitation reads in part: 

“A cordial invitation is extended to you and your family 
to participate in the Annual Excursion Trip, Chicago to 
Boston and return. . ..  The train will leave from our 
palace depot. . ..   But two stops will be made, one at 
the Niagara Falls Tunnel . . . to examine the World’s 
Electric Light Company’s Engines [that] manufacture[s] 
the power for our Electric Locomotives. The other . . . 
at the Hoosac TUNNEL. . ..  Attached to the train will be 
ten of our rich and luxurious BOUDOIR CARS, five grand and expensive DINING ROOM CARS, a large 
and commodious BALL-ROOM CAR, and a beautiful and charming THEATER CAR.” 

An engineering marvel, the Hoosac Tunnel runs in a 
straight line for 4.75 miles.  Although first proposed in 
1819, the project was delayed by lawsuits, mergers, 
and funding issues for years, and the first train did not 
run through the tunnel until 1875. The legal issues were 
cloudy, and at the time three railroads laid claim to 
tunnel access: the Fitchburg Railroad, the Troy & 
Boston Railroad, and the Boston Hoosac Tunnel & 
Western Railroad (BHT&W).   

By the time of this invitation, the BHT&W had lost its 
claim, and the other two railroads amicably operated 
the Hoosac Tunnel Route.  Contemporary “Official 
Railway Guides” show Clarke as the Chicago ticket 
agent for both railroads, and announcements and reports of “annual ticket agent excursions” are found 
in contemporary railroad and station agent magazines and journals. 

An interesting and apparently scarce piece of railroad and engineering ephemera.  As of 2019, nothing 
similar is for sale in the trade nor shown by OCLC to be in institutional holdings.  There are no records of 
sales auction house sales at Rare Book Hub or LiveAuctioneers, and Worthpoint shows no eBay sales. 
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43. [ESPIONAGE] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [VIRGINIANA] Draft copy of a letter to the Union 
Army’s Office of the Provost Marshall in Williamsburg reporting that a prominent citizen had been 
caught smuggling “Correspondence for the benefit of disloyal Persons”.  Unsigned but likely from the 
Sergeant of the Provost Guard.  Williamsburg, Virginia: 1864. 

This three-page letter, dated 23 February 1864, is 
unsigned and contains a number of cross-throughs and 
revisions indicating it is, no doubt, a draft.  In nice 
shape.  Transcript included. 

In this letter, the author—probably the Sergeant of the 
Provost Guard—reports to his lieutenant that: 

“Mr. George W. McCandlish who after having taken 
the Oath of Allegiance to the United States has used 
the Privilege his oath entitled him to, to assist 
disloyal Persons living in the Place contrary to Genl 
Orders Served at this office forbidding such Persons 
receiving communications from any sections of the 
county    

“Mr McCandlish was arrested by the Corpl of the 
Provost Guard and searched during my absence 
from the Town under the impression that he was 
carrying on a Correspondence for the benefit of 
disloyal Persons in this Community and without the 
Knowledge of the Comdng Officer. . ..   

“The accompany letters that were found on his 
Person will show the extent to which this 
correspondence has been carried The letter marked “A” admits that Mr McCandlish is the medium by 
which the writer received letters from the North  the letter marked “B” was also found on his Person 
_ the tenor of the letter will convince you of the sentiments of the writer  the letter marked “C” is but 
a family letter but the manner of Communication in violation of orders I have in consequence retained 
it  it also shows and easy way of Communication with the Enemy  Mr McCandlish  

“I allowed to go free in consideration of the fact of his Possessing the before mentioned Pass and also 
from the fact of his being a Person that could be served at any time  Awaiting instructions from Head 
Qrs” 

Public records show that McCandlish, who was about 60 years old at the time of this letter, was a long-
time resident of Williamsburg and an alumnus of the College of William & Mary (1821-1822).  According 
to the 1830 census he owned 11 slaves, so it is likely that he was a small planter.   In the 1830s-1840s he 
owned the Chiswell-Bucktrout House and rented rooms to college students.  At about the same time, 
McCandlish served as the “Sergeant of Williamsburg.”  (Since colonial times, many Virginia communities 
had Town or City Sergeants.  Depending upon the needs of their communities, these elected officials 
provided a variety of functions similar to those of constabularies, jailers, tax collectors, etc.)  Although it 
is unclear how these charges were resolved, McCandlish died from a “continued fever” in July of 1865.   

An excellent starting point for further research as to what information McCandlish was smuggling, for 
whom was acting, possible accomplices, and the outcome of his case and its effect, if any, upon his health. 
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44. [CIRCUS & FAIRS] [MARDI GRAS] A small archive of ephemera from Mardi Gras celebrations held by 
the Krewe of Rex (also known as the School of Design) between 1883 and 1901 including ball invitations, 
invitation envelopes, and admit cards.  New Orleans, Louisiana: Rex, 1883-1901 

These eight items are being sold as 
one lot.  Some are exceptionally 
elaborate with moving parts.  They 
vary in size from 5” x 3.5” to 13” x 
12” (unfolded).  Condition varies; 
some have no wear and others have 
old tape repairs, scrapbook scuffs, 
etc. It looks like most of the older 
tape could be removed and 
replaced with transparent archival 
tissue. Quite presentable, despite 
the flaws. 

1883 – Theme: Atlantis, the 
Antediluvian World. Admit card 
and invitation envelope.  The 
admit card (for “Miss Emma 
Rice”) is in excellent shape.  The 
envelope has tape repairs on the 
inside and two scrapbook scuffs 
on the exterior. 

1888 – Theme: Human Passions 
and Characteristics.  Admit card.  
Mended scrapbook scuff/tear. 

1894 – Theme: Illustrations from Literature.  Invitation with its die-cut ribbon seal.  The elaborate 
folding invitation has tape on the reverse, a small (.25”) scrapbook mounting hole, and a missing curly-
cue at the upper left.  Its die-cut ribbon seal is in nice shape although the ribbon is creased. 

1896 – Theme: Heavenly Bodies.  Invitation and rotating “envelope”; all four elaborate moving parts 
still rotate. There are scrapbook scuffs to outside of the large discs. 

1901 – Theme: Human Passions and Characteristics.   Invitation. In great shape with some wear along 
the center fold. 

Undated – Envelope with creases, chips, and missing its sealing strap. 

The Krewe of Rex was founded in 1872. It was organized by New Orleans businessmen in part to put on a 
spectacle in honor of the New Orleans visit of Grand Duke Alexis of Russia during the Carnival season with 
hope to also lure visitors to the city where they would spend money.  Rex parades are known as the largest 
and most impressive of the Carnival.  Guest tickets to its annual membership ball on Mardi Gras night are 
highly coveted, and the celebration made worldwide headlines in the 1950s when the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor bowed down to Rex and the Queen of the Carnival. 

Some flaws, so priced accordingly.  Still a very presentable lot of scarce Mardi Gras ephemera. 
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45. [FARMING] [GOLD RUSH] [PHILATELY] Gold rush letter from a farmer who found there was more 
money in growing hay than mining for gold.  W [illiam Brantley] Furman.  Sonora, California: 1852. 

This stampless folded letter measures 17” x 10.75” 
unfolded.  It is datelined “Sonora Cal. 2th Sept 1852”. The 
front of the cover bears a circular “10” rate mark, 
handstamped in blue.  It is postmarked with a double circle 
Sonora postmark dated “Sepp / 28”.  The letter is in nice 
shape although a 2” x 2.5” blank piece of the reverse cover 
margin is missing from when it was opened.  Transcript 
included. 

In this letter, William Furman writes his brother at home in 
Georgia thanking him for his advice to start a farm in 
California, suggesting that he had wasted much of his time 
there, perhaps mining for gold. 

“Had I been governed by such a course all my time since 
I have been in California I would long ere this have had 
a splendid fortune. . .. I am now in the Southern mines 
& own the best farm in this part of the country.  I now 
have about ten men employed in the way of cutting 
hay.  I have already of 200 tons cut & cured.  I sold 50 
tons yesterday at $70.00 per ton amounting to $3,500.  
It will be worth from $100 to $150 per ton as winter advances. . ..  I have good offers for my farm it 
strikes me I could sell out in time.” 

After gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill, most prospectors began to descend on the foothills above 
Sacramento, however a few came south and found that gold was plentiful at a creek location first 
discovered by a man named Benjamin Woods.  Camps along Wood’s Creek began to blossom and soon a 
small village named Jamestown was established. Drawn by reports of success, large numbers of Mexicans 
from Sonora moved into the region and soon the original miners were overwhelmed by immigrants from 
Mexico augmented by a few from Chile, Peru, Argentina, China, and Australia.  As a result, the town 
acquired a strong Mexican flavor with the colorful brush houses as well as a central plaza. Gambling, 
particularly the Mexican national game of Monte was everywhere, as were saloons and liquor. Fandango 
houses and bullfights were popular. A town government was formed, primarily from U. S. citizens, many 
of whom were merchants that catered to the Mexican miners.  The situation in Sonora was not unique as 
residents of many other original mining locations had also been fortune-hunters from around the world.  
Seeing a lucrative cash cow, the California legislature imposed a Foreign Miners Tax that required all 
foreign miners to pay the state $20 per month.  Of course, most miners could not afford the fees and 
simply left for home.  At Sonora, the population decreased from 5,000 to 1,000 creating havoc with the  
local economy.  Although the tax was eventually reduced to only $3 per month, the city never fully 
recovered although several significant “pocket” mines continued in operation until the 1860s. (See The 
History of Sonora at sonoraca.net for more information.)   

The Furmans were part of a prominent South Carolina family and grandsons of the man for whom Furman 
University was named.  No doubt most of William’s sales were to the miners and town folk of Sonora. 
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46. [FOLK ART] [PHILATELY] A wonderful calligraphic birthday greeting on the reverse of a U.S. postal 
card in German and featuring an illustration of a large bird.  Frank to Julia Sedelbauer.  Monroe, 
Michigan to Detroit, 1878. 

1-cent Liberty head postal 
card (Scott #UX5) posted 
in Monroe, Michigan to 
Detroit.  The card is 
illustrated on the reverse 
with an especially fine 
calligraphic drawing of a 
dove.  The surrounding 
text is in German and 
wishes the recipient luck 
on her 21st birthday.  In 
nice shape with a faint .5” 
crease at the card top. 

SOLD  
Read’Em Again Books #9317 

 

47. [FOLK ART] [FORTUNE TELLING] [PHILATELY] [WITCHCRAFT] A hand-drawn humorous fortune-
telling card featuring a witch and cross-eyed man.  Addressed to Uhrichsville, Ohio, circa 1902. 

This post card is franked 
with a 1-cent blue-green 
Franklin stamp (Scott 
#300) with a multi-bar 
machine cancel.  The 
reverse features a hand 
drawn illustration titled 
“The Fortune Teller Postal” 
with text that reads “A 
cross eyed dude is going to 
propose – turn him down!” 
between drawings of a 
fortune-telling witch and a 
cross-eyed man. 
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48. [GULF COAST] [INSURANCE] [MARITIME] A Certificate of Sea Worthiness for the Brig Favorite issued 
prior to a voyage from St. Joseph, Florida Territory to Boston, Massachusetts.  Paul Wardens and others.  
St. Joseph, Calhoun (now Gulf) County, Territory of Florida: 1838. 

This manuscript certificate of seaworthiness 
measures 775” x 9.7”.  It is in nice shape. 

Certificates of seaworthiness were—and still 
are—issued before owners could obtain 
maritime insurance for their ships and cargo.  
This certificate reads in part: 

“Be it known that . . . the Portmaster for the 
Port of St. Joseph . . . and John Gray Ship 
master having been called on by . . . the 
Consigny of the Brig Favorite . . . to examine 
and survey the said brig to determine if she 
is sea worthy for her situation to take a Cargo 
of Cotton to Boston therefore Certify and 
state that after a thorough examination . . . 
find her perfectly tight and strong, her 
timbers sound and good, her spay Rigging 
and Sails in first rate order, and that she is in 
every respect with tackle . . . fit for any 
voyage.” 

At the time, St. Joseph was a booming town and 
the largest community in Florida.  It was 
founded in 1835 as the result of a land dispute 
between the city of Apalachicola and a Scottish-owned company that had been authorized by the Spanish 
government to trade with the Creeks and Seminoles.  The conflict was resolved but not before land prices 
in Apalachicola skyrocketed and many residents moved west and resettled on the shores of St. Joseph 
Bay.  As it turned out, the bay made for a far more favorable harbor than that at Apalachicola, and the 
cotton shipping business exploded after canal and railroad connections were established to the 
Apalachicola River.  By 1837, St. Joseph was the largest community in Florida with an estimated population 
of up to 12,000.  This document was issued at the height of St. Joseph’s boom.  Unfortunately, a pair of 
severe storms damaged several ships and businesses by 1839.  Worse, in 1841, a ship brought a yellow 
fever epidemic to the port that killed many and drove the rest of the population to flee; by the beginning 
of 1841 less than 500 people remained. A monstrous hurricane, “The Late Gale of St. Joseph” struck the 
town in September and a follow-on forest fire burned much of what was left.  By 1844, the town was 
deserted.  A new city, Port St. Joe, was founded near the original site after the arrival of the Apalachicola 
Northern Railroad in 1909. 

The Brig Favorite out of Boston was possibly the same vessel that had served as a privateer in the War of 
1812 and later as one of the last American slave ships.  If so, it was also the first ship to successfully 
transport a cargo of ice, when it carried a shipment of 130 tons from Boston to Martinique in the West 
Indies. 
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49. [IMMIGRATION] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] [WOMEN] Letter from a 

British immigrant to her mother at home in Surrey about her journey to Cleveland where she and her 

husband have temporarily settled.  M. L. Heatuaris.  Cleveland, Ohio: 1840. 

This four-page letter is dated July 29, 1840 and 

postmarked in Cleveland the following day.  It has a 

red “PAID” handstamp and blue “25” manuscript rate 

mark indicating the cost to send the cover to New 

York where a red circular transit handstamp dated 

Aug 3 was applied.  There it was carried on the Blue 

Swallowtail’s packet ship, “Independence” to 

Liverpool.  (See Pullen, p. 244.)  A two-line “Liverpool 

/ Ship Letter” receiving mark and a September 9th 

London Penny Post handstamp are on the reverse. 

Criss-cross writing, but legible.  A transcript will be 

provided.  The letter is in nice shape. 

In this densely written letter, apparently the second 

since she arrived in the United States, a daughter 

writes home telling of her travel from Buffalo to 

Cleveland.   

“We reached this city from Buffalo in about twenty-

four hours without accident save the breaking of the 

rudder . . .. I spent the greater part of the 24 hours in 

bed . . . a rolling cross sea making me and most on board very sick.  These boats call at all the principal 

places on the Lake shore for passengers goods & also for a supply of fuel for burning wood. . ..  This creates 

very considerable delay. . ..  These towns are . . .  all pleasantly situated . . . at or very near the mouth of 

a river . . . they vary as to hill & valley but are all fertile.  This is one of the pleasantest places we have been 

at, indeed except Cattskill . . ..  [It is] said to contain 7 or 8,000 but it appears to us that 4 or 5,000 would 

be nearer to the mark,. . .. It is situated at the mouth of the Cuyahoga river (which is about as large as the 

Thames at Richmond, and winds beautifully / the shores of the lake rise considerably on both sides, 

affording very pleasant walks & fine sites for residences. . .. within 2 minutes walk of our abode, we can 

witness the sun set in the Lake [although] at present the heat will not admit for walking after 9 am until 6 

pm. . ..  I tell you that Thomas (you know what a cold subject he is) in the heat of the day, sitting still, 

perspired profusely, though wearing no cloth clothes & cotton socks. . ..  The first very hot weather 

affected us both – me with . . .  diarrhea, Thomas similarly [and also] flatulency.” 

She goes on to describe Cleveland’s churches in some detail, complain slightly about the “dear” prices of 

everything from meats to cucumbers, to flour, to clothes washing and even the “making of a muslin dress, 

perfectly plain.”  She does however remark on her surprise at finding no “loath want & distribution which 

are so rife in our own land & almost quite unknown here.  We have never been asked for a half-penny 

since we landed nor seen a beggar.” 

A young English woman’s detailed account of her travel to and first impressions of her new home in 

Cleveland, Ohio. 
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50. [INLAND WATERWAYS] [PHILATELY] [PLANTATION LIFE] [RIVERBOATS] [VIRGINIANA} A two-page 

letter from a northerner to his mother describing the entwined family relationships of three “elligant” 

James River plantations that was transported by steamboat.  Harry H. Sheets.  Upper Brandon, James 

River, Virginia: 1880 

This two-page post war letter was sent by 

riverboat from a Tidewater plantation not far 

from Weyanoke, Virginia to Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Its envelope is franked with a green 3-cent 

Washington stamp (Scott 184) and bears a river 

agent postmark reading “Nor & Rch Riv. Rt.” 

(Towle G044-b)   

The letter traveled rapidly as a receiving 

backstamp shows it reached Indianapolis on June 

2nd.  Although four different riverboat lines 

traveled from Norfolk to Richmond, only one 

provided regular mail service; the James River 

Steamboat Company’s boat, John Sylvester, made 

three round trips weekly.  It likely carried the 

letter to Norfolk where it was then dispatched by 

rail to Indianapolis.  

While the letter is short on description—although 

it does emphasize the impeccable manners of 

Cousins Shirley, Mann, Bill, and Polly—it is 

fascinating as it shows the relationship between 

the four cousins and several aunts and uncles who own or 

manage three “elligant” plantations that are all very near 

each other on the James River: Upper Brandon, Lower 

Brandon, and the Row (Shirley Plantation). 

The Norfolk and Richmond River Route postmark is scarce.  

No others are currently for sale in the trade, and there are 

only three records of philatelic auction sales in the past 65 

years: this one by Apfelbaum in 1945 and two by Siegel, one 

in 1969 and one in 1979. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9366 

  

 

 



 

51. [INVENTIONS] [LONGITUDE] [MAGNETISIM] [MARITIME] [PACKET MAIL] Letter from an American in 
Liverpool describing his efforts to prevent an Englishman from stealing credit for inventing a longitude 
device based on a theory by a prominent Georgia physician, Joel Abbott.  Dr. J. Hall.  Liverpool: 1818. 

This two-page letter was sent from Liverpool to 
New York on 30 July 1818.  After delivery to a 
ship’s agent, it was dispatched on the second 
voyage of the Black Ball Line ship, the Amity, 
which departed Liverpool on 2 August and 
arrived at New York City on 3 September where 
it was sent on to Lebanon Springs.  The cover 
bears a red straight line “SHIP” handstamp and 
a circular red New York transit mark.  A “20½” 
cent postage rate mark was applied in New York 
City; 18 ½ cents for postage plus a 2-cent ship 
fee.  (See Pullin, p. 175.)  The letter is in nice 
shape.  Transcript included 

Although John Harrison perfected a marine 
chronometer in 1760 that solved the problem 
of accurately measuring longitude at sea, his 
“sea clocks” were prohibitively expensive, so 
the quest went on to find a more economical 
method not involving the complex use of a 
quadrant.  In 1795 during a trip from Georgia to 
New York City, Dr. Abbott fleshed out an idea 
suggesting it might be possible to measure longitude magnetically using a device containing a ball of 
mercury.  He shared his theory with an unnamed, but scientifically inclined, traveling companion from 
Great Britain.  In 1818, while Abbott’s friend, Dr. Hall was in Liverpool, he discovered that a Mr. Woods 
was garnering considerable recognition for creating a device almost identical to Abbot design.  When Hall 
suggested that Woods credit Dr. Abbot, Woods denied that he had ever heard of the doctor and 
discredited his theory.  Competing claims ran rampant on both sides of the Atlantic for several months in 
1818 (e.g., see “Longitude” in The American Monthly Magazine and Critical Review, Vol, IV.)  In this letter 
to his wife, Lucy, Hall reports: 

“I fear our uniting with Doctor Abbott will be attended with various difficulties in this country. . ..  Mr. 
Wood has made some improvement in our machine and several are sent out on trial – there have been 
reports from two that are out one was from a Sea Letter a little more than 20 degrees from Liverpool 
said to be within a few minutes by accurate observation. . ..  Doct. Abbotts theory is not acknowledged 
to be either original or correct. . .. Whatever may be the outcome of that part of the business, I have 
the satisfaction to find that we have put a machine in motion that has excited the attention & inquiry 
of the scientific men in this country and which is acknowledged to be the great desideratum . . . & 
which will be of immense utility for mankind. . ..  What arrangements we shall make with Mr. Wood is 
yet uncertain – He refuses to acknowledge D. A. theory or to enter into any agreement wherein he is 
a party & so the matter rests for the present. . ..” 

Unfortunately for all concerned, Dr. Abbott’s theory and the devices didn’t work.  A unique and fascinating 
first-hand report from within an ‘ownership’ tussle over an early 19th Century scientific theory that was 
carried on one of the very first packet ships from England to the United States. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9384  

 



 

52. [INSANITY] [MEDICINE & NURSING] [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION -QUAKERS] Letter from 
an early American Quaker psychiatrist reporting on the Beaconite Schism within the British Society of 
Friends and discussing a visit to the Middlesex Lunatic Asylum.  Pliny Earle.  London: 1837. 

This four-page stampless folded letter is dated “London 6th 
Mo 3d 1837” and annotated “Paid to Liverpool for the 
Packet-Ship ‘Virginia’ Captain Watson from Liverpool for 
N. York on the 8th Inst.”  It bears a New York Ship 
handstamp, dated Jul 22 and a manuscript “20½” postal 
rate (18½ cents for postage plus a two-cent ship fee).  In 
nice shape with a 5” split to one mailing fold and tiny holes 
at the intersection of others.  transcript included. 

At the time Pliny Earle wrote this densely-packed letter, he 
was a recent graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School and had traveled to France for additional 
study.  While there, he visited London to participate in the 
Quakers’ Yearly Meeting and became a first-hand observer 
of the schism that was occurring within the Society of 
Friends.  His letter is filled with details about the Yearly 
Meeting, Isaac Crewdson (the leader of the schism), and 
other members on both sides of the controversy.  

Crewdson and 250 of his followers, known as Beaconites, 
believed that the Friends had come to place too much 
emphasis on the Inner Light at the expense of Biblical teachings.  As Earle noted, this was most apparent 
with regard to “water baptism and the Lord’s Supper.”  As Earle predicted, shortly after this letter was 
written, the Beaconites left the Friends, many joining with other more evangelical believers. 

Perhaps more interesting, is Earle’s closing paragraph in which he states, 

“I expect to leave the city tomorrow. . .. There are many objects of interest in that neighborhood not 
the least of which is the Middlesex Lunatic Asylum said to be the largest and best conducted institution 
of the kind in England.  The system of employing and amusing the lunatics and governing them by mild, 
persuasive and lenient means, rather than by coercion, is there a successful operation.  Although the 
great superiority of this method of government has been so full demonstrated it is a fact no less strange 
than true that several of the most prominent institutions here still adhere with unyielding tenacity to 
the old method – the chains and strait jacket.”   

This appears to be Earle’s first reported visit to an institution for the insane.  His interest continued and 
by 1840 he was the resident physician for the Friends Hospital for the Insane at Frankford, Pennsylvania, 
and later served in a similar position at New York’s Bloomindale Asylum.  He eventually toured all the 
insane hospitals in Europe and delivered a groundbreaking series of lecture on mental disorders before 
assuming a position as a professor of psychology at the Berkshire Medical College, the first professorship 
of mental disease in the United States.  In 1864, Earle was appointed as superintendent of the 
Massachusetts State Hospital for the Insane.  He was a founder of the American Medical Association and 
the Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institutions for the Insane. 

A detailed recounting of the Beaconite Controversy and a testament to one of the founders of American 
Psychiatry’s budding interest in the care of the clinically insane. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9389  

 



 

53. [LAW & CRIME CRIME & LAW] [PHILATELY] [SURVEYING] [VIRGINIANA] Two-page letter from a 
Virginian, temporarily residing in Tennessee, to his lawyer about lawsuits regarding family lands in 
Tennessee.  Joseph McGavock.  Nolensville, Tennessee: 1825. 

This two-page stampless letter is dated, “Cross Rodes July 
the 3rd 1825”.  It bears a manuscript postmark, “Nolensville 
Ten / July 11th” and a rate mark of “25” cents, the cost to 
send a letter up to 400 miles.  It was received by William Hay 
at the Wyeth Court House on July 23rd.  In nice shape.  
Transcript included. 

In this letter, Joseph McGavock, a member of the 
prosperous southwest Virginia McGavock family, provides 
information regarding land (and slaves), presumably owned 
by the family in Tennessee:  

“Concerning the surveying of the place . . . I feel very 
uneasy about it, far without evidence can be obtained 
before or against that time, I am afraid it will go against 
me . . ..  the Bills of Sales have been Recorded in Franklin  
Jacobs was Recorded at the same time yours were.  
Andrew was executed with the others, I have imployed 
too the best lawyers in Franklin.  I will try and use every 
exertion in my power to save the Negroes  I have had a 
great many difficulties since you left this Country to save the property but I have scuffed out at last 
and over came them all, except the last the worst of All, and if it was a Just debt it would not vex me 
so much.  the Receipts you speak of I have searched for and cant find them  I think that Mr Shelton 
must have them.  on the East Side of this branch there is 55½ acres on the west side 29½  it is rented 
for 2½ Barrels of Corn per acre  Burks place Contains 12½ acres 8½ poles it is rented for $2 per acre to 
Thomas Webster, the Harpeth place has not been surveyed yet but will be done I expect shortly. . ..” 

Joseph also notes with some pride the improvements he has made to his Tennessee land:   

“We have fine crops of Cotton and tobac also Corn and wheat. . .. I have a blacksmith shop carried on 
here now.  Andrew works in it with a young man that had a set of tools. . ..  there is also a wagon maker 
shop here in the wagon yard. . ..  I think if nothing happens I will Clear four or five hundred Dollars by 
Christmas.” 

Joseph’s development of the estate at Nolensville (not far from Nashville) follows the model set at the 
family’s main estate at Fort Chiswell, Virginia.  There, in addition to operating a plantation, the family 
established a major trading hub, not just for settlers but the military as well.  It held stocks of lead, powder, 
and flint among the regular goods at its store and included an inn, mill, smithy, and carpentry shop. 

Joseph returned to Wythe county after spending several years in Tennesse (perhaps out of concern for 
his children): “Martha Ann is learning very fast.  Sarah learns her hear at home.  She is in too Sylables.  we 
are uneasy about her scooling, there is no school near here, and Sarah don’t like to send her to Nashville.  
she appears more anxious to send her to Virginia.  The fact is this is a Rough Neighbourhood to rase a 
Child in.”   

Once home, he and his brother, Stephen, built an impressive five-story mansion with large Palladian 
windows that still stands today as an event center and restaurant. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9400 

 



 

54. [LAW & CRIME] [MILITARY & WAR - RECONSTRUCTION]  Official copy of a telegram from Secretary 
of War E. M. Stanton providing guidance regarding “the Jackson case,” which had created a schism 
between Mississippi Provisional Governor William Sharkey and Henry Slocum, the Commanding 
General of the Department of the Mississippi, following the arrest of a plantation owner for the murder 
of a freedman.  Edwin M. Stanton.  Vicksburg, Mississippi By Telegraph from Washington, D.C.: 1865. 

This one-page official copy of a telegram sent by Secretary 
Stanton to General Stanton is dated “Vicksburg Miss Aug 1st 
1865”.  It is in nice shape; transcript included.  In it, Stanton 
first clarifies General Slocum’s chain of command; he was to 
report to General Philip Sheridan and not General George 
Thomas.  Stanton goes on to direct: 

“Your report in Jackson case has just been received.  as 
soon as I can obtain the Presidents instructions fully in 
reference to the course of policy to be pursued in like 
cases I will communicate these to you. . ..  you will proceed 
with the trial . . .but before executing any sentence you 
will transmit the records for the Presidents approval.” 

Following the Confederacy’s defeat, government rule 
throughout the South was confused as provisional 
governments, military commands, and the Freedman’s 
Bureau all vied for authority.  Lawlessness was rampant with 
bands of robbers infesting some states, whites imposing 
‘justice’ upon freedmen as they had upon slaves, and armed freedmen attacking whites in retribution and 
banding together in self-defense.  In Mississippi, tensions came to a head quickly.  Governor Sharkey was 
adamantly opposed to army authority over civilians.  When the army arrested a planter, Joseph Jackson, 
for killing a freedman based only on one former slave’s accusation, Sharkey directed Judge Daniel Merwin 
to issue a writ of habeas corpus securing Jackson’s release.  General Slocum then arrested Judge Merwin.  
Stanton’s telegram was sent to Slocum amid this confusion.   

In a reconciliation attempt, President Johnson announced that the military was charged with supporting 
state governments, not controlling them, but he left the jurisdictional decision in the Jackson case to the 
Attorney General who sided with Slocum.  Dissatisfied, Sharkey ordered his counties to establish a militia 
company and assume provost duties, eliminating the need for soldiers to do so.  Slocum countermanded 
Sharkey’s order, and President Johnson once more became involved.  On August 21st he sent Sharkey a 
letter countermanding Slocum but recommending caution, “I would not organize the militia until farther 
advances are made in the restoration of State Authority.”  Further he promised that “The Military 
Authority and the suspension of the writ of Habeas Corpus will be withdrawn at the earliest moment it is 
deemed safe to do so.”  While not a complete victory, the President’s support of Sharkey’s Provisional 
Government encouraged Alabama and Georgia—followed by the other states—to press for their own 
autonomy.   (See Fitzgerald’s The Union League Movement. . ., “William Lewis Sharkey” in the online 
Mississippi Encyclopedia, Bradley’s The Army and Reconstruction: 1865-1877, The Papers of Andrew 
Johnson Vol. 8, and Permin’s Reunion without Compromise.)   

A seemingly innocuous telegram that actually documents President Johnson’s deliberations regarding the 

path Reconstruction would soon take throughout the South.  Very scarce; nothing related to this Case has 

been sold at auction, however one institution holds a letter regarding the arrest of Joseph Jackson. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9409 

 



 

55. [MAPS & CARTOGRAPHY] [SURVEYING] [VIRGINIANA] Colonial surveyor’s plat for land owned by 
William Hackney in “Richmound”,  i.e., Richmond County, Virginia.  John Coppedge, Surveyor.  
Richmond County, Virginia: 1720. 

This document, which measures approximately 
12.5” x 16”, was created by John Coppedge for 
William Hackney in 1720.  The inset map measures 
8.5” x 5.75:.  The document is in nice shape with a 
few tiny holes at the intersection of some filing 
folds; a 5” x 2.5” piece of margin has been removed.   

An 8.5” x 6” wonderful plat map is drawn in the 
upper left corner of the document and a 4” x 5” key 
is adjacent.  The map is titled “William Hacknee (sic) 
his plat for 824 Acres of Land.” It contains an ornate 
compass rose with a center pinprick where a 
compass was used for orientation.  It includes 
important features found on Hackney’s property 
including: “Rockie River”, “Cow Lick Run”, “The 
Marsh Path”, and “The Rowlling Road to Rappa:”.  
The river and creek are shaded in blue.   

The lower half of the document is a text description 
of the property that begins: “Richmound . . . 
Surveyed on 24th of December ano 1720.  Henry 
Coffee and Richard Holloway Chain Carriers Sworn 
for William Hacknee a parcel of proprietery Land . . 
. above on the Branches of Rock River and Cow Lick 
Run a plat of Svyd Land according to the Symmetrical proportions Is herewith . . . as follows. . ..”  It is 
signed, “John Coppedge Surveyer of Counties of Northld [Northumberland] and Lancaster” 

Several public documents record William Hackney as living in Middlesex County and owning property in 
Richmond County, the county immediately north of Middlesex.  Both counties lie on the western side of 
the Rappahannock River, and the surveyor’s map shows the Rolling Road to the Rappahannock River on 
running due east on the map as would be appropriate for land located in Richmond County.  Public records 
show that “John The Surveyor” Coppedge lived in Northumberland County, across the Rappahannock 
from Middlesex and Richmond Counties.   

Rowling or rolling roads were so named because giant hogsheads of tobacco were rolled along them to 
river ports by groups of slaves or teams of oxen.  The process was relatively economical and fast although 
it damaged the leaves packed inside.  It wasn’t until the 1850s that roads and carts had improved enough 
to abandon the rolling of hogsheads.    

Half of this document’s reverse is covered with neatly done mathematical computations.  There is also 
docketing that reads: “Wm Hackneys platten” and “Wm Hackney’s Platt & Survey for 824 acres    In 
Richm’d Dec 24th 1720.” 

Very scarce.  As of 2019, there are no auction records of any similar surveyor maps from Colonial America 
listed at the Rare Book Hub, and OCLC show only two held by an institution (the Library of Congress); 
neither is of Virginia. 

SOLD   Read’Em Again Books #9408  

 



 

56-7. [MAPS & CARTOGRAPHY] [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] Bird’s eye and camp views 
of Alexandria and Suffolk, Virginia on Union Civil War patriotic envelopes.  Charles Magnus.  New York: 
Chas. Magnus, circa 1862-1863. 

56. Alexandria - Four unused illustrated 
patriotic covers published by Charles 
Magnus during the Civil War. Two of the 
illustrations are in color and two are in b/w.  
All the envelopes are in nice shape; light 
soiling with  old mounting ghosts on the 
reverse of some 

All the views are different and show the city 
center, docks, and railroad.   They are titled: 
Bird’s Eye View of Alexandria, Va. No. 4.C, 
No. 5.B, No. 5.C., and No. 5.C. (a different 
illustration.)   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9360 

57. Suffolk - This colorful unused Civil War 
patriotic cover is titled “Maj. Gen. Peck’s 
Headquarters at Suffolk, Va. 1. And the 11th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry Camp (Col Spears.)”  
There are two illustrations on this envelope.  
The lower illustration shows Peck’s 
headquarters complex.  The upper 
illustration shows the 11th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry’s encampment including its sutler’s 
store, bakery, stables, officer’s tents, etc. It is 
in nice shape. 

General Peck was given command of all 
Union troops in Virginia south of the James River after his distinguished performance at the Battle of 
Malvern Hill.  During Confederate General James Longstreet’s Tidewater Campaign, Peck led the Union 
defense which withstood the siege of Suffolk, protecting the Union naval yards at Norfolk and 
Portsmouth.  The 11th Pennsylvania Cavalry was part of Peck’s force. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9361 

Magnus, a New York City printing entrepreneur, is known for his color lithographs of city views, song 
sheets, maps, and patriotic illustrations for stationery and covers during the American Civil War.  His work 
was especially popular, and he is best-known for the extensive variety of high-quality illustrated envelopes 
he published.  He produced his covers using steel, copper, and stone plates, hand and stencil coloring, and 
color lithography.  Magnus, himself, applied the final coloring on his most complex works. 

Although examples of these envelopes occasionally turn up for sale on eBay, as of 2019, no others are 
currently for sale in the trade and there are no auction records for these covers in the Rare Book Hub 
database.  Nine examples (some duplicates) of similar Alexandria envelopes (1.A., 1.C., 2.B., 5.A., and 5.C.) 
are held between the American Antiquarian Society and George Mason University.  OCLC shows no 
examples of the Suffolk envelope held by any institution. 

 

 



 

58. [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] [SOCIAL WELFARE] Invoice—sent by Boyd’s City Express—for property 
rental to support the Sailors’ Snug Harbor, one of the first charitable organizations in the United States.  
Joseph Greenleaf to Caleb Swan.  New York: 1857. 

This invoice was sent by Joseph Greenleaf, the 
Treasurer of Sailors’ Snug Harbor on Staten 
Island to Caleb Swan at 126 Ninth Street.  It is 
dated 28 October 1857 and bills Swan $100 for 
“Six Months Ground Rent”.  It bears a 
somewhat blurred Boyd’s City Express 
postmark dated October 29 along with a “PAID 
J.T.B.” handstamp.  The invoice has an 
annotation that reads, 380 inmates at the 
Asylum of Staten Island”.  The invoice is in nice 
shape. 

Sailors’ Snug Harbor was founded by a retired 
ship captain, Robert Richard Randall He had 
inherited a huge estate from his father, another 
sea captain, who had amassed a fortune as a 
privateer during the French and Indian War and 
the American Revolution. After Captain Tom 
retired from sailing, he became a prominent 
New York merchant, and upon his death, 
Richard took over the business.  In 1790, 
Richard purchased the 24-acre “Minto Farm” in 
what is now Greenwich Village where he built a 
large manor house. When he died in 1817, Robert specified in his will that the Minto Farm property was 
to be used by the Marine Society to create a “snug harbor,” a marine hospital for “the purpose of 
maintaining aged, decrepit, and worn-out sailors.”  Robert’s intent was that its “inmates” (i.e., residents) 
would live in the manor house and grow “sufficient” food on the farm to support themselves.  By the time 
challenges to hus will were resolved in 1831, the Marine Society had determined that it would make far 
more economic sense to open a much larger Snug Harbor on a 160-acre complex on Staten Island, and 
subdivide the Minto Farm land into rental properties as the area surrounding Washington Square Park 
had become especially popular with well-to-do New Yorkers.  Row houses, apartments, and studios were 
built on the property to lease, and the rents received were far in excess of its expenses.  By 1899, the 
charity reported an income of nearly $500,000 while expenses hovered at $200,000.  At its peak, Snug 
Harbor was home to over 1,000 sailors, however by the 1960s almost no sailors remained at the complex. 
It closed in 1965, and much of the property was purchased by Staten Island to serve as a cultural center.  
For more information see Morris’s Memorial History of Staten Island, and Feighery’s “Robert Richard 
Randall and Sailors’ Snug Harbor” at VCU Libraries Social Welfare Project.) 

Caleb Swan rented a three-story brick building that the charity had built on Ninth Street where he 
established a commission merchant business. 

Boyd’s City Express was one of the first local post offices in the United States delivering intracity mail 
several times daily within New York City.  It faced continual harassment from the U.S. Post Office from the 
time it opened in 1844 until it closed in 1885, shortly after a raid by postal authorities.  (For more 
information see Bowman’s “A Primer on Boyd’s City Express Post” at pennypost.com.) 

$150  Read’Em Again Books #9393 
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59. [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR - NAVAL CRUISE] [PHILATELY] A small archive of 12 U.S. and world-

wide covers (including Denmark #2) from the estate of a mid-19th century U.S. naval officer.  S. P. (Simon 

P.) Gillett.  Various locations including Copenhagen, La Spezia, Naples, Portsmouth, Trieste, etc.: mid-

1860s to 1871. 

These covers (none 

include content) span 

six or seven years in 

the career of 

Lieutenant S.P. (Simon 

P.) from the mid-1860s 

until 1871 when he left 

the U.S. Navy to pursue 

a banking career in 

Evansville, Indiana, his 

wife’s hometown.  

The highlight of the 

group is an envelope 

posted in Copenhagen 

and franked with a 

slate and green, 16 

Skilling Danish stamp 

(Scott #20), a scarce 

stamp to locate on 

cover.  Other stamps on the covers include Denmark (Scott 

#s 17 and 18), Great Britain (Scott # 39), Italy (Scott #s 26, 

27, 31 and 35), Austria (Scot #s 29 and 31), and U.S. (Scott #s 

65 and 114). 

They bear a variety of postage due, receiving, transit 

handstamps, and postmarks.  Condition is mixed, but most 

covers and stamps are in nice shape.  See individual scans at 

the Read’Em Again Books website for the condition of each 

cover. 

A previous owner has marked 2008 catalog values on the 

back of each cover.  Together the catalog value totals over 

$885. 

This grouping could easily form the core of a fascinating one-

frame philatelic exhibit that with a little research about Gillet and the ships upon which he served would 

no doubt be an award-winner. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #3336 

  

 

 



 

60. [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] [YACHTING] Invitation to participate in the Cleveland Yachting Association 

1880 Inter-Lake Regatta.  C. B. Krause.  Cleveland, Ohio: Cleveland Yachting Association, 1880. 

The bi-fold, cardstock invitation is addressed to L. 

Lockwood Esquire of Sandusky.  It includes a chart of 

the regatta course as well as the regatta rules and list 

of prizes. Also included are the cover letter and 

envelope used to forward it; both are branded with the 

club’s CYA pennant. The invitation measures 5.75” x 

4.5” unfolded. 

The letter and invitation report that the regatta was to 

be held on July 5th, 1880 and that all entries would be 

assigned to one of three classes: First (over 35’, 

entrance fee $10, first prize $75), Second (22’ to 35’, 

entrance fee $5, first prize $60), Third (under 22’, 

entrance fee $3, first prize $40).  They also provide 

additional information about the course, the 

committee, and a special prize.  The envelope is franked 

with a three-cent green Washington stamp (Scott 

#183).  Everything is in nice shape. 

The CYA, founded in 1878, was organized by George W. 

Gardner, the mayor of Cleveland who was also a 

pioneer in yacht racing.  Its first regatta was held in 

1879; this invitation is for the 

second. 

For more information see the 

Encyclopedia of Cleveland History 

on- line at Case Western University 

and Brown’s The History of 

American Yachts and Yachtsmen. 

SOLD Read’Em Again #9374  

 

 



 

61. [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR – WORLD WAR I] Small archive of material related to the only 
capture and destruction of a German U-Boat during World War One by an Allied vessel, the U.S.S. 
Fanning.  Assembled by Yeoman Herbert E. Beattie.  Mostly 1917.   

The collection consists of: 

-  A carbon copy of the Commanding Officer’s (Lieutenant A. S Carpenter) report, “Engagement with, 
and destruction of German Submarine S.M.U-58,” 17 November 1917.  10 pages.  Includes a hand-
drawn chart of the engagement and a list of German prisoners and deceased. 

-  A one-page mimeograph commendation from Vice Admiral William S. Sims awarded for “engaging 
and destroying German submarine. Dated November 24, 1917. 

-  A rotogravure newspaper photograph “Captors of a German Submarine Crew” showing the officers 
and men of the U.S.S. Fanning in dress uniforms posing on board the destroyer. The article mistakenly 
identifies the commanding officer as “A. S. Garner”.  Undated, but 1917 from the “Southampton En”. 

-  A carbon-copy of the Commanding Officer’s (Lieutenant Commander J. H. Everson) report, “Report 
of the torpedoing and sinking of Collier ‘Baron Ailsa’,” 9 May. 1918.  4 pages.  Includes a report of the 
Fanning’s rescue of the survivors, a list of the survivors, and a hand-drawn chart of the Fanning’s rescue 
search and attempt to damage the submarine with depth charges. 

-  A newspaper account titled “Destroyer Captor of Hun ‘Sub’ Here”. Dated August 28, 19[19]. The 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 

-  A newspaper account titled “Destroyer Fanning Junked; Sank U-Boat in World War”.  Dated “7/6/34” 
Philadelphia newspaper, title unknown. 

 



 

-  Seven real photograph postcards (RPPCs): 1) a view of the starboard size of the ship (in dazzle 
camouflage) titled “U.S.S. Fanning. In European Waters. 2) a view of the aft of the ship (in dazzle 
camouflage) titled “U.S.S. Fanning / ‘Base Six.’” The reverse of the photo is annotated “Notice the 
depth charges on the stern. . ..  Notice the white speck . . . at the top of the hill. . . there the Lusitania 
victims are buried.”  3) waves crashing over the ship’s bow. 4) a posed image of ten crew members 
(seamen and petty officers). 5-7) three different images of the rescue of survivors of the S.S. Madura, 
a British cargo ship [18 Oct 1917] – “Survivors coming along side,” Survivors from the S.S. Madura 
coming on Board U.S.S. 
Fanning, Survivors on board 
Fanning.” 

-  A 17” x 14” Navy recruiting 
poster featuring the captured 
submarine and crew, “’We 
have met the enemy and they 
are ours’ / The Navy’s First U-
Boat Capture / We got them 
Here they are, captured. . .. 
Lad! If you want action, get in 
the game and enlist in the 
Navy. . ..”  The poster is 
annotated on the reverse, 
“This came from my father 
Herbert E. Beattie who 
participated as a Yoeman (sic) 
on the U.S.S. Fanning during 
the capture. / Robert 
Beattie.” 

During World War I, Queenstown (now Cobh), Ireland was a naval base for British and American 
destroyers operating against the German submarines that were attacking allied shipping.  The first group 
of American destroyers arrived in May of 1917, and their sailors became the first U.S. servicemen to enter 
combat during the war.  When the destroyers (which were, at the time, little more than open boats) were 
met at the dock by Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly who, looking at the weather-beaten men and ships, inquired 
when they could be put to use, the senior American officer, Commander Joseph Tausig replied, “We’re 
ready now, Sir!” 

An important collection of scarce and unique items from a morale -building victory early in the United 
States’ participation in World War One.  As of 2019, no other examples of the official reports or orders 
are for sale in the trade, have been offered at auction, or are held by institutions per OCLC.  The Rare Book 
Hub shows that a logbook for the Fanning was sold at auction in 2008.  It also shows two examples of the 
recruiting poster have been sold at auction.  OCLC shows no institutions holding examples of the posters 
although a google search turns up several that do.  One RPPC of the Fanning in dazzle camouflage is 
currently for sale on eBay.  There are no eBay records of sales for the other RPPCs, neither are any listed 
as having been sold at auction or held in institutional collections. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9357 

  

 



 

62. [MILITARY & WAR – SEMINOLE WARS] [PHILATELY] Seminole War letter from an Army Paymaster 
in Florida to the Paymaster General, Nathaniel Towson, informing him of the status of payments to 
regulars and volunteers and reporting that he had ignored directions from the Florida Governor, Richard 
K. Call.  Charles H. Smith.  St. Augustine, Florida to Washington City, D.C.: 1836. 

This three-page stampless folded letter is dated St. 
Augustine E. F. (Eastern Florida) Oct:26th 1836.” It was 
sent by Charles H. Smith, an army paymaster to 
Nathaniel Towson, the Paymaster Genera.  It bears a 
“FREE” handstamp and a circular St. Augustine Fla 
postmark dated Oct 27.  Docketing indicates it was 
received on “9 Novr. 1836.”  The letter is in nice shape. 

In this letter Smith reports on the payment status of both 
Regular Army and Volunteer units: 

“Having paid everything that can be paid as well 
Regulars as Militia; I . . . made arrangements for the 
Payment of a Volunteer Compy to be Mustered out 
on the 29th Inst. . ..  I did hope to be able to leave 
Florida as soon as I had made the Payment to the 
Regulars at Garys Ferry but there is a company of 
mounted men at Mandarin whose tour of six months 
service will expire on the 16th. . ..  So much anxiety is 
expressed for the payment . . . both in this & the other 
side of the St. Johns that unless some other paymaster . . . I expect I shall remain & Pay them, which 
will make a clean sweep of every thing which is to be done here for some time to come.  This . . . will 
prevent . . . getting my accounts in time for your annual Report, but I will endeavour to make such a 
statement as well as show that the Troops have been all Paid.  If the Tennessee Vol now in the vicinity 
of Garys Ferry shall be mustered for Payment, I shall have to draw for at least 100,000$.” 

Smith also dismisses a letter from Florida Governor Richard K. Call, an Andrew Jackson crony who had 
been appointed ant dismissed as the commander of Florida volunteers.  Call was an inveterate writer of 
critical and complaining letters to Washington.  

“I drop you a line to acknowledge the Receipt of . . . a Letter of Gov Call written to you on the 18th Sep 
. . . in relation to the Character of the Florida Militia. [It] comes too late to be of service to me, & I do 
not see that it could have been useful at anytime. . ..  I understand that Major Mapes . . . incurred a 
great deal of odium at Newnansville by taking the ground which had been indicated to him, which he 
was afterward obliged to abandon, & paid everything.  I have not time now to reply to the Governors 
remarks in relation to me.  This whole letter evinces more zeal than information.” 

Mapes was an Army paymaster who had been detailed to Call’s staff while he commanded the volunteers.  
Obeying Call’s direct orders, he began to pay everyone who listed on a Florida militia muster rolls.  When 
it was later discovered that many of these men had never left their homes, Call unsuccessfully attempted 
to place the blame on Mapes. (See Congressional Series of United States Public Documents, Volume 358.) 

An interesting and scarce Eastern Florida mail from a junior officer caught up int the politics of the Second 
Seminole War that provides insight into difficult administrative tasks associated with managing the wide 
variety of units that participated. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9403 

 



 

63. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] One year of letters home written by soldier in a three-
month volunteer unit that defended Washington, DC at the beginning of the war before it reorganized 
into a three-year unit that fought in a number of battles including Antietam, Fredericksburg, and 
Gettysburg.  John E. Gillespie. Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington DC, and Virginia: 1861-1862. 

Ten letters sent by a private in the 1st Pennsylvania 
Infantry Regiment, later the 1st Pennsylvania Reserve 
Regiment.  They begin with the unit’s creation in June 
1861 and continue through May 1862.  During this time 
the unit first mustered at Camp Wayne in Westchester, 
Pennsylvania, traveled into rebel Maryland to bivouac 
at Camp Carroll, established quarters at Tenleytown in 
DC, occupied positions south of the Potomac at Camps 
Pierpont and Langley in Virginia, and marched on 
Falmouth at the beginning of the Peninsula Campaign.  
39 pages of text, eight covers (three patriotic).  Three 
envelopes are franked with Scott #16 and five with 
Scott #65.  The letters are in nice shape; the covers 
show some wear.  Transcripts included. 

4 June, Camp Wayne, Pennsylvania – “I arrived 
safely in West Chester . . . got my uniform . . ..  We 
all met at the Armory 9 oclock Monday morning and 
. . . marched through the principal streets of the town, stopping at the principal places and giving three 
cheers for the ladies. . ..  There are six companies here now.  We expect some ten or dozen more .  . 
There is musicians of every description; Fiddlers, fluteres, fifers, accordians, bones, banjo, triangles 
and most every kind. . ..” 

19 June, Camp Wayne, Pennyslvania – “There was a fellow drummed out [of] Camp for being insolent 
to one of the officers. . .. He was hemmed in by six muskets to keep the crowd from tearing him to bits.  
There were 9 fifes and sixteen drums.  We havn’t received our regular arms yet.  We have about 80 
stand of old muskets. . ..  There is a Rifled Cannon, said to [shoot] 2½ miles with precision. . . .” 

24 July, Camp Carroll, Maryland – “We . . . went down the Northern Central railroad & arrived at 
Baltimore about 8 oclock [where] we marched . . . through the streets, the same I believe where the 
fight was. . .. When we came down from Harrisburg we saw those bridges that were burnt.  The road 
is guarded from the [state] line to Baltimore, every bridge and every deep cut. . ..  We stopped at 
Cockysville . . . and loaded our muskets. We heard they would have attacked us if it had not been for 
the regiments encamped there. . ..  there was a kind of little riot in Baltimore the day that the news 
came of the defeat [at Bull Run (Manassas] but that is not so bad as said . . . only about 700 of troops 
killed, about 400 wounded. . . .”  (Actual losses were 486 killed, 1,011 wounded, and 1,216 missing.)” 

27 September, Camp Tenally (Tenleytown, DC) – “We had a review last Saturday, we were reviewed 
by Gen. McClellan & staff & prince De Joinville.  I suppose you also saw the account of our march to 
the Chain Bridge. . .. Gen Smith’s Brigade at the Chain Bridge went out into Virginia to reconoitre.  We 
had orders to march in a minute’s notice in case he would be attacked. . .. Our Reg. has been out on 
picket three times . . . & Monday we expect to go to Great Falls. . .. We got our new guns last Saturday.  
They are Springfield Rifles.  They have a range of a thousand yards.  We all like them. . ..” 

14 October, Camp Pierpont, Virginia – “Last Wednesday . . . we got marching orders.  We packed our 
knapsacks & fell into line . . . & left Tenallytown ‘en route’ for the sacred soil of Virginia . . . to a place 

 



 

called Langley [and took possession of 
‘Prospect Hill’], where we were drawn up 
in ‘battle array’. . ..  Last Monday night we 
had one of [the] hardest storms that ever 
I experienced. . .. I was on guard that 
night for about 9 hours, several of the 
men wouldn’t come out but they were 
punished severely for it.  The night we 
crossed over there was forty five 
regiments came over. . ..  Last Friday . . . 
we had ‘orders’ to fall in, that a fight was 
out.  We dropped everything, seized our 
guns & accoutrements, fell in line . . . we started out double quick. . .. All the regiments around here 
were drawn up . . . expecting a fight.  We don’t know the reason why an attack wasn’t made. . ..”   

25 October, Camp Pierpont, Virginia – “[A] very distressing accident occurred.  [A soldier] went up on 
a hill & found a shell (one that hadn’t bursted) . . . & carried it down to his companions. [It] exploded, 
killing one man instantly & injuring . . . several others. . . ..” 

28 October, Camp Pierpont, Virginia – “I suppose you saw the account of that affair at Bales Rock.  It 
disheartened the men [a] great deal.  Yesterday there were orders read before the regiment that it 
wasn’t by Gen. MClellan’s orders that the fight occurred, that he knew nothing of it until after the fight 
was over.  That expedition that had gone down on the coast will leave its mark.  If . . . successful, we 
will advance farther South.  If not, we will winter here. . ..” 

3 December, Langley, Virginia – “There is some little skirmishing, but it isn’t very serious.  Today our 
Brigade went out on a foraging expedition. . .. There is a report flying around here that our division 
was to go South in the next fleet, but I think that is all talk. . ..” 

6 May, Falmouth, Virginia – “Of course you have seen the accounts of Banks retreat – of his being 
reinforced to – of the battles McClellan has had before Richmond – of the evacuation of Coring, & of 
Halleck taking ten thousand prisoners & fifteen thousand stand of arms. . ..   Last Saturday the 1st 
Brigade . . . that was across the river came back on this side – it was reported that a large [force] was 
advancing.  Our pickets were drove in – but – they did not advance much farther.  There are two or 
three gun-boats lying down the river that keeps them back. . .. There is but very little going on. . .. 
nothing to raise an excitement [unless a crowd of contrabands or deserters come in, , ,, 

The 1st Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry was raised early in the war after President Lincoln first called 

upon volunteers to defend Washington.  Originally, its members agreed to serve for three months by 

which time, they thought, the conflict would be over.  By the time their service reached ninety days, it 

was clear that the war was going to be  long and hard, and many of its soldiers volunteered to continue 

their service in a renamed unit, the 1st Pennsylvania Reserve Regiment, also known as the 30th 

Pennsylvania Infantry, which later fought at Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. 

This is a terrific collection of well-written letters that provide first-hand observations of camp-life during 

the early months of the war when newly formed volunteer union regiments eagerly swarmed to 

Washington to defend the capital.  Made even more desirable by a number of attractive patriotic 

illustrations on its envelopes and stationery. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9367 

 



 

64. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] A letter from a Confederate soldier in the 1st Virginia 

Cavalry shortly after the First Battle of Manassas (Bull Run) to his sister in Winchester, Virginia. Richard 

Davis Murphy.  Camp Onward near Fairfax Court House, Virginia: 1861. 

This 8-page, 4” x 6” letter was written shortly after the 

first major battle of the Civil War while the 

Confederate Army was camped on the outskirts of 

Washington in northern Virginia.  The letter is dated 

“Aug,” and its envelope is postmarked “Fairfax C. H. / 

Aug 22”.  The envelope bears a pencil rate mark, “pc 5” 

probably indicating five cents postage was prepaid as 

state units in the Confederate Army were not granted 

franking privileges.   The letter is in nice shape with a 

split beginning along one fold; the complete envelope 

been roughly opened. Transcript included. 

Murphy joined the 1st Virginia Cavalry just before the 

First Battle of Manassas in late July of 1861 and wrote 

this letter home while the unit was subsequently 

placed in defensive positions on the Virginia side of the 

Potomac River.  In it, he discusses camp life (“Ink is 

rather a scarce article in the Camp and money is much 

more so with your humble servant so you will have to 

put up with the led Pencil. . ..  We have very good fare 

for Camp life. Our bread is not good one objection”, 

friends (“Bob . . . says he is going to join our regiment but I think that rather doubtful as Bob is a great 

deal like some other young men of my acquaintance they love their care too much to be in the army”, and 

mail problems(“I had begun to wonder why I had not received some word from home.  All this week our 

mail here had been very irregular”).  He also describes recent encounters with Union soldiers., 

“Our soldiers had captured a great deal of baggage from the Yankees up in Loudon Co.  I believe the 

Yankees got on this side of the river the recent heavy rains raised the River & they could not get back. 

. ..  When our Companies go on picket duty near Alexandria they have little skirmishes with the enemy 

but these do not amount so much.  The last time we were on duty were at a little place called 

“Allendale” (probably Annandale) about six miles from Alexandria.  [I] lay hid near a woods all morning 

to get a pop at the Yankees but did not see any, about a half hours after we were relieved 40 of the 

enemy came there and fired at two of our men but nobody was hurt they fired & then run – a boy who 

was in the woods saw them & told us that they run like every thing – Yankee Skunk!!” 

Murphy, a Princeton graduate, joined the 1st Virginia Cavalry—Colonel J.E.B. Stuart’s regiment in July 

1861.  The regiment served throughout the war and fought with distinction at the First Battle of Manassas, 

Gettysburg (where Murphy was wounded), and Spotsylvania Court House.   It was surrounded along with 

the rest of Lee’s army at Appomattox but cut its way through the Union lines, losing only man.  Murphy 

was a private when he wrote this letter but had become a Major by the end of the war. 

An engaging letter from a soldier in one of the Confederacy’s best Cavalry units. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9362  

 



 

65. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] Letter from a soldier who had reached his limit dealing 
with his Lieutenant Colonel, whom he described as a “villain” while ominously suggesting that there 
“will be more officers shot than privates before this war is over.”  William Morrisey.  Halls Hill, Virginia:  
probably 1862. 

Three-page letter with envelope.  The letter is dated “Halls Hill 
Nov 29th”, and the envelope bears a circular Washington, DC 
postmark dated Nov 20, 1862.  The envelope is endorsed 
(censored?) along the top edge in a different hand, “J. E. 
Newgan . M.C.”  Both are in nice shape.  Transcript provided. 

In this letter, Morrisey rants and complains about the 
leadership of his regiment, and it is clear the regimental 
officers had no clue as to how to deal with an ill-disciplined 
unit.  Instead of working to instill discipline, they implemented 
harsh measures that severely punished all of the soldiers both 
physically and mentally.   

“I am afraid the regiment will bust up their trouble in Camp 
almost every day now, when a man is guilty of an offence  
they ride him on a 4 legged horse about 5 feet from the 
ground  they make him straddle it for 4 hours & if ther 
offence be very great the Buck and Gag  him with 8 lbs tied 
to his legs and has to remain in this position until he is 
released. . ..  We had a mutiny in camp, the boys threatened 
to shoot the Lieutenant Colonel and they pulled down the 
horse I previously mentioned. . ..  we have all new officers they are awful Sassy and Stiff, they say that 
they will cut the heads of us if we don’t do as they tell us. . ..   the lieutenant Colonel . . . makes us rise 
out of bed some nights . . . Showing his authority. . .. Oh he is a villain you better believe. . ..  They will 
be more officers shot than privates before this war is over . . . so let it rip. . ..” 

Bucking and Gagging was a painful torture frequently used to punish attempted deserters.  A soldier would 
be forced to sit in the dirt and bring his knees up to his chest while his hands were brought around to the 
front where they were tied to his shins. A stick or rod would be shoved over his arms but under his knees.  
He would be gagged, often with a stick, to force his mouth open and prevent tongue movement.  The 
soldier might be left in this position for hours. 

It is unclear exactly what unit Morrisey belonged to or in what year this letter was written.  Many units at 
many different times were stationed in camps south of Washington, DC to protect the capital from 
Confederate attack.  (Halls Hill was in Arlington, Virginia.)  Military records identify several different 
soldiers named William Morrisey, but the mostly likely author of this letter was a Private William Morrisey.   
He enlisted in November 1862 and eventually served as a blacksmith in the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry.  
That unit was stationed south of the Potomac River in defense of Washington from January 1863 through 
August 1864.  The  Private Morrisey in this unit deserted in February 1863. 

Halls Hill has an interesting post-war history.  During the war, it became a collecting point for contraband, 
i.e. escaped or freed slaves, who continued to reside there following the war.  The community was walled 
off by the city of Arlington to ensure its African-American inhabitants could not mingle with white citizens.  
It was not until 1966 that the City of Arlington removed a section of the wall to allow free passage between 
Halls Hill and Arlington proper.  Sections of the wall remain standing to this day. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9379 

 



 

66. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [MUSIC] Magnus Song Sheet Booklet: Six Military and Patriotic 
Illustrated Songs.  Elaborately Colored.  In a novel form. Series No. 1.  New York: Charles Magnus 
(Branch Office, Washington D.C.), circa 1863. 

Song sheet titles included in this Magnus multi-color illustrated 
“Series No. 1.” song sheet booklets vary.  This one contains: 
Taking Up Quarters, The Prisoner’s Hope (Tramp, Tramp, 
Tramp), While there’s Life there’s Hope, The Soldier’s 
Dream/The Soldier’s Team, Parody of When this Cruel War is 
Over, and Traitor Spare that Flag.   

However, this “Series No. 1.” differs from others we have 
previously sold or seen in several ways. 

Its paper is different.  Other No. 1 series were printed on 
cardstock.  All but one of the leaves in this group are printed 
on regular paper. 

Its binding is different.  Other No. 1 series were issued as 
leporellos (accordion style).  All these leaves are unbound.  
The leaf edges are sharp without fraying suggesting they 
were never joined in accordion fashion. 

Its title page/cover is different.  Other No. 1 series title 
pages/front covers have song sheets printed on the 
reverse.  This one does not; it has a blank reverse.  

Since the leaves are unbound, there is no rear cover.  The 
rear covers of the leporellos contain advertising for other 
Magnus publications.   

The leaf-size is different.  The leporello panels measure 
approximately 5.25” x 8” which is smaller than the song 
sheets issued separately by Magnus.  These leaves in the 
No. 1 series are smaller still; they measure 5.25” x 7.75”. 

The reverse of the song sheets is different.  The reverse of 
the cardstock leporello panels are blank.  The reverse of 
the paper song sheets in this group are scribed with light 
blue lines indicating they were intended to be used as 
writing paper.  While larger separately issued Magnus 
song sheets often had similar writing lines, the leporello 
panels did not. 

Perhaps this was sold as a package of stationery for soldiers using the same title page as the leporello of 
song sheets.  The leaves have some wear and soiling.  The title page and one song sheet have neatly 
mended tears.  

As of 2019, no others complete sets of Magnus Series No. 1 song sheets are for sale in the trade.  No 
Series No. 1. sets like this are held by institutions or have been sold at auction, However, OCLC shows 
ten examples of the leporello editions are held by institutions, and the Rare Book Hub identifies four 
auction sales of leporello editions. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9369  

 

 



 

67. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] Soldier’s letter from a camp near Falmouth, Virginia thanking two 
sisters for their photographs, mentioning completion of picket duty, and reporting he has been sick 
since the Battle of Fredericksburg.  Charles E. Bush.  Falmouth, Virginia: 1863. 

This three-page letter (no cover) was dated April 
15, 1863 and contains messages to two different 
Woodard sisters: Fanney and Marietta.  In nice 
shape.  Transcript included. 

Bush was an atrocious speller and writes 
phonetically the best he could.  In the letter he 
thanks each of the sisters for sending their photo, 
mentions he has just returned from picket duty, 
reports he is preparing to march the next day, and 
informs them he became sick after the Battle of 
Fredericksburg: 

“I now set my self down to answer yr kinele 
letter . . . with yo picore and Marsettes in it  yo 
cant guss how how glad I was to git thos pictores 
thay jest looked like you did. . ..  I have bind on 
pickt for three days a longe the river whare we 
cood see the rebls  one of our fellos tok one of 
papers and went over and exchanged papers 
with rebbels  thay say thay are hard oupe for 
food but thay say that thay wont give up as 
longe as thay have a man left to fit  we had one 
day of fine wether and it rained the rest of the 
time and so I thot wood writ to night fore I don’t 
knowhs when isll have time to ret agane for we 
we have ordes to march with aight days rashons 
in our haversack to  morrow moring   it is still 
raning to night and my head akes so bad I can hardly see to writ to yo   when igot in from picket I was 
wet to the skin. . ..   

I am about sick to night and do expect to march to morrow  my health is fine poore this winter cot 
abad Colde on the battlefield at Fredercburge  we laed on the filed all night   rit sone  give my love to 
all  write sone. . .. “ 

Military records show that Charles E. Bush was a 21-year-old farmer when in December 1861 he enlisted 
in the 84th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiment.   

The regiment fought in General Burnside’s disastrous defeat at the Battle of Fredericksburg where on the 
evening of 13 December many soldiers, especially the wounded, succumbed to the weather after lying on 
the battlefield in the freezing cold.  Following the battle, and before he was relieved, Burnside led his force 
on the infamous “Muddy March” following which, the 84th Pennsylvania encamped at Falmouth. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9411    

 



 

68. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [POLITICS] Letter from an Indiana soldier stationed at Suffolk, 
Virginia commenting on an attempt by Indiana Democrats to overthrow the state government.  W. 
Lewis.  Suffolk, Virginia: May 31, 1863 

This four-page letter is written on patriotic 
stationery that features an illustration of the U. S. 
Capitol.  In it, Lewis—a member of the 13th 
Indiana Regiment—reports that it has been quiet 
as “the enemy has retired beyond the black water 
a distance of 20 miles from here [and] nothing 
worthy of notice has transpired here since the 
siege [of Suffolk] was raised on the 4th this 
month.”  He also proudly notes that his unit has 
just presented its commanding officer with a $400 
sword. 

Most interesting, however, is the anger he 
expresses about the Battle of Pogue’s Run: 

“I heard a few days ago that the Butternuts 
were about to take possession of Indianapolis 
and that they had raised our old flag over one 
of their Seceshmetings   now if this be true 
someone will have to suffer for it if ever get 
home   the life of the man that toock our flag 
out of the state library is not worth a great deal 
if any of our boys should meet him.” 

While Lewis may have been mistaken about a 
Butternut raising a Seceshmeting flag at 
Indianapolis, the attempt by the Indiana 
Democratic Party to incite a rebellion against the 
Union was real.  Many of the delegates—most of 
whom were members of the Knights of the Golden Circle—to the party’s state convention entered the 
meeting hall with concealed weapons as part of a plan to overthrow the state government.  The governor, 
who had been notified of the plot, ordered eight soldiers with cocked rifles and fixed bayonets to enter 
the 10,000-man convention and begin seizing the hidden revolvers.  The meeting, of course, dissolved in 
chaos, and later that night the Democrats boarded many trains for home and began firing rounds into the 
city as they departed.  A group of Union soldiers placed a cannon on the tracks to stop two of the trains 
near Pogue’s Run, and then searched each car, demanding the surrender of all firearms.  Over five 
hundred pistols were confiscated from just these two cars, and over the next few days, nearly 2,000 more 
firearms were found to have been thrown from the train windows into the creek. 

The Knights of the Golden Circle was a secret cabal of wealthy southern slave-holders and their 
Democratic allies in several northern states who—before the war—had plotted to create a slave-holding 
empire by seizing parts of the United States, Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean. 

A scarce report by an indignant Indiana soldier serving in Virginia of a thwarted state coup initiated by the 
Democratic Party back home in Indiana.  As of 2019, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, there are no 
auction records for similar items, and nothing similar is held in institutional collections. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9330 

 



 

69. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] [PHILATELY] A stampless cover from an officer in the 57th Georgia 
Infantry Regiment posted at Vicksburg, Mississippi as a parolee after he was wounded and captured 
during the Battle of Champion Hill (Baker’s Creek).  Lieutenant A. J. (Andrew Jackson) Miller.  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi: Company K, 57th Georgia Regiment, Jun 25 [1863]. 

This stampless cover—there is no 
letter—was mailed by Miller from 
Vicksburg to a friend back home in 
Georgia.  He has annotated it along 
the left edge, “From A J Miller / Co. 
K 57th Ga Rgt”.  It bears a 25mm 
double-circle Vicksburg Miss 
postmark dated “Jun 25”.  A “10” 
rate mark was handstamped next 
to the postmark indicating that it 
was sent 10-cents postage due.  
The rate mark has been covered 
over with ink cross-hatching 
probably applied when it was 
picked up and the post due fee was paid.  The envelope shows some wear and is missing a small part of 
its back flap.   

This a rather scarce Vicksburg postal marking.  See page 121 in the Confederate States of America Catalog 
and Handbook of Stamps and Postal History. 

Company K of the 57th Georgia Infantry Regiment was known as the Oconne Greys.  The regiment was 
organized in the spring of 1862 from residents of Troup, Peach, Montgomery, and Oconne Counties.  It 
first served in Tennessee and Kentucky before being reassigned to T. H. Taylor’s Brigade where it was 
employed in the defense of Vicksburg.  It fought in the bloody battle of Champion Hill (Baker’s Creek) 
twenty miles to the east of Vicksburg on 16 May 1863, the most important engagement during General 
Grant’s Vicksburg Campaign and considered by some to be the pivotal battle of the entire war.  The Union 
needed to win to achieve ultimate victory, and the Confederacy needed a victory to survive.  One of the 
Union commanders at the battle reported that it was a savage struggle; “It was literally a hill of death.”  
Following the Confederate Army’s decisive defeat, the siege of Vicksburg became inevitable, and the fate 
of the city was sealed 

Official records show that Lieutenant Miller was captured during the Battle of Champion Hill after being 
critically wounded in the leg.  He was immediately paroled and allowed to rejoin his unit which retreated 
into Vicksburg on the 2nd of June where it remained until the city fell on July 4th, and the entire regiment 
was forced to surrender.  Miller was invalided on December 15, 1864 and allowed to return to his home 
at Milledgeville where he remained until the end of the war. 

A scarce postmark from an identified Confederate soldier who was wounded and captured at Vicksburg, 
but a little raggedly, so priced accordingly. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9356 

  

 



 

70. [MILITARY & WAR – CIVIL WAR] Letter from an officer in the Virginia 50th Infantry Regiment, who 
can see that the war will end badly for the Confederacy, just before his capture and death at Fort Pulaski 
as one of the Immortal 600.  Alexander McCall King.  Near Orange Court House, Virginia: [1864]. 

Three-page letter from a Captain in Virginia’s 50th Infantry 
Regiment to his aunt.  The letter is dated only “Feb 10th / Near 
Orange C. H.” but regimental and personal  service records, 
confirm it was written in 1864. In nice shape with some toning 
and minor soiling.  Transcript included. 

Virginia’s 50th Infantry Regiment assembled at Wytheville in the 
summer of 1861, and its service was valiant but extremely 
difficult.   It initially fought in unsuccessful campaign to control 
Kanawha Valley where horrendous weather, mountainous 
terrain, and disease inflicted huge losses. In 1862, the unit 
fought bravely and with heavy casualties at Fort Donelson, 
where it was nearly captured.  After later capturing Charleston, 
West Virginia it was to retreat to the New River, and the fierce 
battles at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg hurt the unit badly. 

No wonder that when King set wrote this letter about locating 
a lost trunk, he was morose and dispirited: 

“I am again in camp living on poor beef & corn bread, but about as well satisfied as one can be engaged 
in a hopeless cause, undergoing privations and sufferings without a parallel in history.  I think our 
‘model republic’ is hopelessly gone up without some interposition of Providence, we again come back 
to the most detestable of all things abolition rule. . .. There is nothing ‘sensational’ in the dull monotony 
of camp life – nothing to relieve the weary tedium of our every day sameness – except at night a 
concert from the ‘Stonewall Minstrels (a group of soldiers who performed to raise spending money)’.” 

If King only knew what was shortly in store for him, he would have embraced the “weary tedium” of camp 
life.  After he was captured at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court house, he was imprisoned, first at Point 
Lookout and then Fort Delaware.  Shortly after Kings capture, the Confederate Commander in South 
Carolina, Major General Jones, moved 600 Union prisoners into the direct line of Union artillery fire at 
Charleston.  In turn and to affect a stalemate, his Union counterpart, Major General Foster moved 600 
Confederate prisoners, almost all officers, at Morris Island in Charleston Harbor in the direct line of 
Confederate artillery fire. When a yellow fever epidemic forced Jones to remove the Union prisoners, in 
response, Foster moved the Confederate prisoners to Fort Pulaski near Savannah.  At the same time, the 
Union discovered the horrendous treatment and starvation rations its captured soldiers received in 
Confederate prisons, especially Andersonville and Salisbury.  In response, Fisher placed the Pulaski 
prisoners in the fort’s cold and dank, dungeon-like casemates where for 42 days they were issued only 
“retaliatory rations;” 10 ounces of moldy cornmeal and ½ pint of near rancid pickled onions per day. 

Although the prisoners knew that they would be freed and released on parole if they would renounce the 
Confederacy and sign a loyalty oath to the Union, all refused, and thirteen men died in captivity at Pulaski 
and another 33 died after their release.  King was one of them, he died from scurvy on February 14th, 
1865.  With their suffering and refusal to sign loyalty oaths even when under extreme duress, they became 
heroes throughout the South where they were solemnly referred to as the Immortal 600. 

Wartime letters from members of the Immortal 600, especially those who died at Fort Pulaski are rare. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9414 

 



 

71. [MILITARY & WAR – APACHE WARS] [NATIVE AMERICANS - APACHE] [PHILATELY] Letter from an 
Army surgeon at Camp Huachuca reporting a 15-day, 600-mile scout along the Mexican border 
searching for Apaches and a visit by General Sherman.  J. J. V.  Fort Huachuca, Arizona Territory: 1882.   

This three-page letter is dated April 17, 1882. The envelope is 
franked with a 3-cent blue-green Washington stamp (Scott 
#207) and bears a circular Huachuca, A. T. postmark with the 
same date.  Both are in nice shape. The letter has a four-inch 
split along one mailing fold.  A transcript will be provided. 

In response to increasing raids by the Apache, the 6th Cavalry 
Regiment was deployed from Kansas to Arizona eventually 
establishing Fort Huachuca, not far from Tombstone, in 1877.  
While the regiment was successful in convincing most of the 
Chiricahua take up life on the San Carlos Apache Reservation, 
a large number of warriors fled to the mountains and 
continued to sporadically raid settlements and fight a guerilla 
war against the army.  In the summer of 1881, Nock-ay-det-
klinne, a heretofore respected and peaceful medicine man 
began leading ghost dances on the reservation and near the 
fort.  Although he was killed in a battle (some say murdered 
by soldiers) his ceremonies and visions inspired renegades 
and their raiding increased.  In response, the 6th Cavalry 
increased its patrolling, chasing elusive bands of Apaches 
throughout Arizona and New Mexico.  This letter was written 17 April 1882, shortly after one of those 
patrols returned to Fort Huachuca. In it the surgeon explains to a former medical school classmate: 

“I have just returned to post from a 15 day scout; and found your letter awaiting me.  I enjoyed the 
trip very much; we travelled about 600 miles, on horse-back went down as far as the border of old 
Mexico; of course we are not allowed to pass the line; we were unfortunate in not being able to catch 
and any? hostile Indians. . ..  Why don’t you obtain an appointment in the Army. . .. I have been very 
successful; last night I cut down and tied the Dorsalis Pedis artery, patient bleeding to death from a 
wound. . ..  ever since graduation been practicing medicine & since I have been in Army have performed 
nearly all the operations with remarkable success. . ..   Take Horace Greely’s advice & come West.”   

If the surgeon had been on patrol a week later, he would have been in the midst of action for on the 21st, 
a patrol crossed the Rio Grande and surprised a band of Apaches, killing 14 warriors and seven women. 

His letter also describes a visit to Tombstone made by General Sherman on April 7th: 

“Genl Sherman and party were here a few days; I like the old man very much, he of course created a 
sensation particularly in Tombstone; just before reaching town he was met by a party of notorious cow 
boys who immediately began firing off their pistols greatly to the danger and fear of the ladies; its 
considered a good joke. “ 

Sherman was touring Arizona at the request of President Arthur who feared southern border security 
was jeopardized  by  lawlessness following the crimes of the Clantons and Cowboys, the Gunfight at O.K. 
Corral, the kangaroo court that followed, the assassination of Morgan Earp and crippling of Virgil, and 
the subsequent Vendetta Ride by Wyatt Earp, Doc Holiday, and their “Posse.” 

A unique cavalry surgeon’s first-hand report of happenings at Fort Huachuca during the Apache Wars. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9394 

 



 

72. [MILITARY & WAR – WORLD WAR II] [PHOTOGRAPH] Photograph album-scrapbook kept by a pre-

World War Two combat engineer-photographic technician documenting his training at Fort Belvoir.  

“Vic” Morphonios.  Primarily Ft Belvoir, Virginia: 1941-1942. 

This 10” x 7” album is filled with over 90 
b/w photographs, most measuring 5” x 4”.  
The photographs are attached with corner 
mounts; almost all are captioned.  Some of 
the ephemera is laid in.  Mounts for three 
of the photos have been lost, it appears 
double stick tape was used to reattach 
them.   

The photographs include:   

• Bridging and Pontoon School 

• Field Demonstrations (shelter tent 
and personal gear, M1917 water-
cooled machine gun, water 
purification units, bayonet 
dummies, etc.) 

• Demolition training 

• Photographic technician training 
(classrooms, press and camera 
trucks, copy cameras, map and 
repro presses, map reproduction 
work, copy camera work, time 
exposures, etc.) 

• Uniforms (eight different types) 

• 1941 Army Day Parade in 
Washington, DC (the soldiers are 
wearing M1917 “Doughboy” 
helmets) 

• Fort Belvoir scenes (barracks, bunks, inspections, classmates, band, day room, other buildings) 

• Washington, DC (White House, Capitol (including an aerial view), Cherry Blossoms, Union Station, 
Lincoln Memorial, etc.) 

Also included are two patriotic postcards, post exchange sugar ticket, and a postcard from MacDill Field 
in Tampa with a caption suggesting Morphonios was assigned to the 28th Engineers there before he was 
reassigned to the 708th Engineers in Alaska.  

Also, a May 1941 photo postcard folder from the 6th Division at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri is laid in.  It 
contains ten half-tone ‘photos’ of pre-WWI soldiers, vehicles, and equipment with line drawings of a 
regimental flag, officer ranks, enlisted chevrons, enlisted collar insignia, and officer branch insignia. 

A fine collection of snapshots taken by an enlisted army photographic technician not just showing life in 
the pre-WWII army, but the training of and equipment used in his trade. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9344 

  

 



 

73. [MINING] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] A Montana Territory County Recorder’s receipt documenting 
the filing and subsequent transfer of a mining claim on the King Solomon Lode in Meagher County.  N. 
T. Richardson, County Recorder. Diamond City, Meagher County, Montana Territory: 1866. 

The front of this 
partially printed claim-
filing receipt dated 
April 5, 1866, 
measures 7.25” x 
2.75” and is illustrated 
with a woodland 
scene showing three 
deer in a stream.  It 
reads, “I hereby certify 
that Wm Parberry has 
recorded claim No. 
Three (3) NE from 
Discovery on the King 
Solomon Ext Lode 300 
feet, located in Woods 
District.  Meagher 
County Recorded . . . 
N. T. Richardsen 
County Recorder.” 

A manuscript transfer 
dated Sep 24th, 1866 is 
written in red ink on the reverse,” I hereby certify that I have this day transferred all right title and interest 
in and to the written named Lode to Thos Riley of the aforesaid County and Territory Wm Parberry.” 

In 1864, gold was discovered at a gulch near Big Belt Mountains by four former Confederate soldiers who, 
allegedly, had surrendered and been offered amnesty if they agreed to move west up the Missouri River 
to Montana.  Within days of their discovery, the population of Confederate Gulch swelled to 60.  A gold 
rush soon followed, exploding the region’s population to more than 10,000, and a town mushroomed just 
to the east at Diamond City where merchants and prostitutes provided supplies and services to the 
miners.   

The King Solomon Load was located on Clancy Creek about seven miles east of Confederate Gulch and 12 
miles from Diamond City.  Although the early prospectors’ dreams of finding gold in the King Solomon 
Lode never panned out, in time it was discovered that the lode was very rich with a galena lead ore that 
contained a high concentration of silver.  By the end of 1869, the region’s gold fields had played out and 
the population of Confederate Gulch and Diamond City all but vanished.  However, lead and silver mining 
at the King Solomon Load continued until 1916 (see the Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
website, Knopf’s Ore Deposits in the Helena Region, and the goldrushnuggets.com website). 

An attractive early prospecting document from the Montana gold rush of the mid-1860s 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9338.  

 



 

74. [MINING] [PHILATELY] Small archive of materials related to the Silver King Mine.  By, to, or for Mr. 
W. S. Risley of Albany, Oregon.  Elkhorn, Oregon (now a dead post office): 1911 – 1920. 

This lot of consists multiple items: One canceled check 
from the Silver King Mining Company, one application 
and contract to purchase Silver King Mining Company 
stock, two Silver King Mining Company employment 
agreements accepting shares of capital stock in lieu of 
wages, two letters on Silver King Mining Company 
letterhead regarding “grub” needed at the mine, one 
note on plain paper enclosed in a Silver King Mining 
Company envelope, and one file copy of a letter 
regarding the transfer of a stock certificate. The items 
are in nice shape.   

Two of the covers are postmarked with Doane Type 2, 
No. 1, “railroad track” cancels.  Doane Cancels were the 
Post Office Departments first attempt to improve 
postmark legibility by issuing rubber handstamps. The 
name honors Edith R. Doane a Postal Historian who 
became interested in these early 20th Century 
Handstamps in the 1950's. They were used at smaller 
4th class post offices where receipts did not exceed 
$500 in a year.  Type 2 Doane Cancels have 2 sets of 
railroad track type bars with a number in them. They were issued from Sep. 29, 1903 until Jun. 30, 1905. 
The "1" inside the bars meant the Elkhorn Postmaster’s annual compensationwas  less than $100. 

The contents of two letters suggest that one supervisor and four miners worked the mine and are rather 
eye-opening regarding life at site. 

“I don’t want to run out of grub. . ..  Those parties that hired apple guards to go onto the Cedar Creek 
plasser clame was those gallotes that was up here with that lightning gold separater Richards and the 
other galoots with the stand up collars and bath robes. . ..  Have recd some of the grub.  Wish you 
would send me $5 or $10 . . . as my old 30-30 is Broke and I want to get it fixed . . . as there is a cooger 
hanging around. . ..  have got to get some nails to do some fixing up things and have borrowed money 
to by Postage Stamps and tobacco.  I hear there has been $150,000 put up to sink on the Silver King, 
how is it.  There was a party here from Portland who tells me that . . . there was some machinery 
bought for the Silver King.  What is it. . ..  I have rcd. 100 lbs of flower and the bacon, coffee, one case 
– tomatoes – and one case milk, beans, and if you have sent anything more I have not recd it  old man 
Shire said that was all that was there – I am out of lard and sugar.” 

The mine was located in the Lester Mining District on the western slope of the Cascades about 17 miles 
from a railway station at Lyons.  It consisted of 12 contiguous claims with a total of 240 acres.  The “Queen 
Vein,” contained the richest ore.  Although only traces of gold were present, in places it contained up to 
almost 41 ounces of silver per ton.  Although no official production numbers were recorded, the mine is 
remembered for providing a large amount of silver for the relative short time it was operated.  It is still 
accessible and safe to explore as the Bureau of Land Management has left it open and ungated. 

A nice grouping of documents from a short-lived, but productive, Oregon silver mine made more 
interesting by the use of relatively scarce postal handstamps on the company’s outgoing mail. 

$200  Read’Em Again #9370 
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75. [PACKET MAIL] [PHILATELY] [SOCIETY] [WOMEN] A scathing letter from the gold-digging widow of 
a Philadelphia merchant regarding a societal snub she received in Paris.  Jane Griffith Koch.  Paris: 1838. 

This two-page stampless folded letter is dated 
December 28, 1838. It was transported by 
ship from Le Havre to New York and bears a 
27 February “New York Ship” transit stamp.  It 
was originally rated a “52” cents for a double 
ship letter but changed to “27 cents (25 cents 
inland postage plus two cents ship letter fee) 
as Jane apparently removed a separate letter 
she had originally planned to enclose.  The 
letter is addressed to her brother-in-law.  It is 
in nice shape.  A transcript will be included. 

Jane Griffin had been a laundry maid for a 
wealthy and widowed Philadelphia merchant, 
Jacob Gerard Koch.  When Jacob fell ill during 
the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1798, Jane 
allegedly promised to care and nurse him if, in 
return, he promised to marry her if he 
survived.  Jacob lived and the couple were 
married, much to the chagrin of Philadelphia 
society who regarded her as a “poor, ignorant, ill-tempered and very homely Irish girl.”  In 1819, the couple 
moved to Paris.  After Jacob Koch died in 1830, Jane remained living in Paris.  She soon became engaged 
to Uriah P. Levy who was living in Paris at the time, however the marriage never materialized.  (Levy was 
the first Jewish Commodore in the U.S. Navy and one of the wealthiest men in New York City, who is best 
known for purchasing and restoring Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello.)  She eventually remarried in 1846, 
shortly before her death.  See “The Koch-Messchert Family Papers” at the University of Delaware and 
Leepon’s Saving Monticello: The Levy Family’s Epic Quest. . .. 

This letter was written in 1838 when the very wealthy Jane remained in Paris and was enduring societal 
slights by the American expatriate community.  In it she raves against two acquaintances, one perhaps a 
son from Jacob’s first marriage. 

“I was in hopes that the villain William had some shame and decency left, but . . .he seems lost to all 
proper feelings and sense of propriety.  You must suppose what I felt on meeting him in the Champs 
Elysees . . . in his elegant equipage with the hussy of M Clempson seated by his side dressed up in 
imitation of my dress, her bonnet exactly the same coloured velvet I bought . . . driving my two Saddle 
horses he robbed me of.  Such a bear faced villain there never was. Herewith I enclose for your perusal 
a copy of a letter he wrote to his father wherein he speaks of me in the most disrespectful manner.  If 
I had robbed his father of his fortune and he had been obliged to come here to force me for the 
restitution, he could not have written a more insolent and false and base letter . . .  he could not [be] 
more insolent and false. . ..    He is an ill-natured narrow minded man.  I have dropt his Society entirely.” 

A wonderfully angry letter from a spirited widow clearly sensitive to perceived slights from society sent 
by packet mail to her brother-in-law in Philadelphia.  A pair of Rembrandt Peale portraits of Jacob and 
Jane at the time of their marriage is held by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Koch family 
papers are located at the University of Delaware. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9380  

 



 

76. [PHILATELY] Although not a First Day of Issue, this is the earliest known use on cover of the one-
cent blue Franklin stamp (Scott #63) with APS certificate. Philadelphia: August 20, 1861. 

Scott #63, 1861 series, 1c blue Franklin stamp on cover with Scott #26a, 1851-1857 series 3c dull red 
Washington stamp.  On cover with a “Philadelphia, Aug 20, 1861, PA” postmark.  Addressed to Taylorsville, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

 

APS Certificate No. 199510, dated 3/282012 states “4th day of use for No. 63 . . . genuine.” Identified in a 
2013   

H.R. Harmer Auction, 3003, identified this item as “a wonderful exhibit piece, used just four days after 
date of issue making this cover the earliest use on cover.” 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9331 

  

  



 

77 . [PHILATELY] [STAGECOACH LINES] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] Waybill and receipt from the Oregon 

Stage Company (California and Oregon Stage Line).  Portland, Oregon: 1866. 

Two items from the Oregon Stage 

Company, which had been previously 

known as the California and Oregon 

Stage Line and the California and 

Oregon United States Mail Line. The 

$345.53 receipt measures 8.5” x 3” 

and is headlined, “Oregon Stage 

Company” and was written for “17 

Tons 553 lbs. of Baled Timothy Hay 

delivered at Yreka.”  It is dated 

November 8, 1866.  The large waybill 

(9.5” x 15.5” unfolded) is titled “Way-

Bill. California and Oregon United 

States Mail Line – Marysville and 

Yreka.  Oregon State Company” and is 

dated Sunday, August 26th, 1866.  It 

provides details about passengers 

and trips—including names, fees, 

departure times, and drivers—

transported between Oroville, 

Tehama, Red Bluff, Shasta, Yreka, 

Trinity Center, and Sacramento.  Both 

items are in nice shape. 

The Oregon Stage Coach Company, 

owned by newspaper publisher and 

future senator Henry W. Corbett, ran 

a stagecoach line—initially known as 

the California and Oregon Stage 

Line—between Portland and 

Sacramento. “At 6: A.M. each day one 

or two pair of horses threw their 

weight against their collars to pull a wooden-wheeled Concord stagecoach from the Arrigoni Hotel . . . in 

Portland . . . onto the Stark Street Ferry to cross the Willamette River and then roll south to California.”  

The company’s fiscal security was assured after receiving a U.S. mail contract that paid $90,000 per year 

and continued until the two states were linked by rail in 1887. (see Harlow’s Old Waybills: The Romance 

of the Express Companies and Culp’s Early Oregon Days.) 

Rather scarce.  As of 2019, there is one other waybill for sale in the trade, and three have been sold at 

auction over the past forty years.  Waybills are held by three California institutions.  Receipts have been a 

little more frequently available. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9335 
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We hope you’ll be able to visit us at these upcoming 2019 shows: 

American Philatelic Society StampShow, Omaha – 1-4 August 

Brooklyn Antiquarian Book Fair – 7-8 September 

Rare Books LAX, Los Angeles – 5-6 October 

Boston Book, Print, & Ephemera Fair – 16 November 
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