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unusual ephemera and original personal narratives including 

Diaries, Journals, Correspondence, Photograph Albums, & Scrapbooks.  

We specialize in unique items that provide insight into American history, society, and culture while 
telling stories within themselves. Although we love large archives, usually our offerings are much smaller 
in scope; one of our regular institutional customers calls them “microhistories.”  These original source 
materials enliven collections and provide students, faculty, and other researchers with details to 
invigorate otherwise dry theses, dissertations, and publications.  
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accepted but will incur an additional fee.  
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1. [ABOLITION] [JOHN BROWN] [LAW & CRIME] [SUFFRAGE] [WOMEN] Piece of wood from the gallows used to 
hang John Brown, previously owned by the abolitionist and suffragist, Miss Mary Shannon.  Virginia and 
Massachusetts: 1859.   

This piece of gallows wood from John Brown’s execution at Charles Town, Virginia, on 2 Dec 1859, measures 
approximately 1” x 3” x ½“. It is contained in a later envelope addressed to “Miss Mary Shannon / Newton / Mass.”  
The envelope is annotated:  “Pieces of wood from gallows on which John Brown was hung Va. 186_ given by Mrs. 
Caroline M. Severance to Mary C. Shannon 1865 – Newton.”  A cdv of Miss Mary Shannon Junior is also included; 
the below image from Leslie’s Weekly is not.  The piece of wood and cdv are in nice shape.  The envelope is worn. 

This artifact almost certainly 
was originally acquired by 
Rebecca Buffum Spring, a New 
Jersey abolitionist and “celebrated . . . 
missionary . . . to John Brown after his attack 
on the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, VA 
in 1859. Comforting Brown in his last hours 
[she also ensured] two of his raiders [were 
buried] in free soil. . . . Spring opened her 
home to Brown’s wife [following the 
burial].” (See Burstyn’s Past and Promise: 
Lives of New Jersey Women.]   

Rebecca Spring was an early member of the 
American Women’s Club Movement, and as 
such she was a very well acquainted 
associate of Caroline Severance, one of the 
movement’s founders and a well-known 
New York abolitionist and suffragist, to 
whom she likely provided this memento.  As 
noted on the envelope, Severance, in turn, 
gifted the wood to Mary C. Shannon, also 
known as Mary Shannon Senior and, in time, 
she passed on the memento to her niece, Mary Shannon Junior.  Both of the Shannons were ardent and active 
Massachusetts abolitionists, suffragists, and social reformers. 

An important and possibly now unique piece of abolitionist history.  As of 2018, no other similar artifacts are for sale 
in the trade, and no auction records for similar items are found using ABPC, the Rare Book Hub, Worthpoint, 
Liveauctioneers, or Google, however a lock of John Brown’s hair sold for $3,000 in a 2009 auction. No institutional 
holdings of similar items were identified by OCLC or Google searches. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9113 
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2. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW & CRIME] [SLAVERY]  A writ directing a Tennessee sheriff to bring a defendant to 
court for slander that was secured by a plaintiff by allocating a slave in lieu of a cash bond.  Charges brought by 
Jonathan Bird against Samuel Murfitt.  Troy, Obion County, Tennessee: 1826. 

This partially printed document measures approximately 8” x 10” and is 
in nice shape with two 1” x .25” stains from old tape repairs along the 
horizontal centerfold.  In it, the county clerk directs the Sheriff of Obion 
County to find Samuel Murfitt and hold him at “the Court-House in the 
town of Troy to answer Jonathan Bird in a Plea of Trespass on the case 
for Slanderous Words Spoken to his damage Five hundred dollars.” 

To secure the writ, Bird was required to post “plaintiff’s security in the 
sum of two hundred dollars for prosecuting the . . . writ” to be used to 
cover court fees, costs, and damages sustained by the defendant if the 
court were to find in the defendant’s favor.  Bird apparently did not have 
cash available to do so, and the writ is annotated, 

“The Court affirms Plaintiff’s request to allocate Slave Cecil valued at 
$450 for bond.” 

A telling example that slaves were simply another form of valuable 
property that could be used to serve as collateral to secure loans or serve 
bonds. 

SOLD   Read’Em Again Books #9182 

 

3. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW & CRIME] [SLAVERY]  A writ directing an Alabama sheriff to arrest a man for the 
stealing of a slave valued at $800.  Charges brought by Claborn Sandage against James B. Wallace.  Lawrence 
County, Alabama: 1833. 

This partially printed document measures 8” x 12.5” and is in nice shape.  
In it, the county clerk directs the sheriff of Lawrence County to find James 
B. Wallace and hold him at  

“the Court House in the town of Moulton . . . to answer Claborn Sandage 
of a plea that he render unto him, a Negro Man Slave named George 
the property of plaintive of the Value of eight hundred dollars. . . .” 

Before the heyday of the Underground Railroad in the mid-19th Century, 
slave stealing was an infrequent crime.  However, when it occurred, it was 
treated as a serious offence throughout the South and Section 18 of the 
Alabama penal code made stealing or enticing slaves from a master a 
capital crime.  However, in practice, slave stealers were rarely, if ever, 
executed as the wording of the law provided considerable leeway which 
defendants were able to use to reduce charges against them to simple 
larceny. As this writ dates from the infancy of the Underground Railroad, 
it is more likely that the defendant intended to sell George to slave 
dealers in another state or, at least, some place distant from Lawrence 
County.  (See Cox’s “The Alabama Supreme Court on Slaves” online at the 
Auburn University Archives and Manuscripts Agricultural and Farm 
Collections.)  

An uncommon document related to an infrequent crime demonstrating 
that African-American slaves were considered to be no different than other property. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9216 
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4. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [SLAVERY].  Two-page handwritten unvalued inventory listing 39 slaves belonging to 
the estate of a wealthy Tennessee landowner.  Estate of Robert M. Compton. [Madison County, Tennessee]: 1842.  

This document measures 8” x 13”. It is in nice shape.  The first side 
lists the estate’s 39 slaves by name along with eight horses, four 
mules, 46 head of cattle, 69 head of sheep, and “150 or 175 stock 
hogs.  Other property listed in the document includes stocks of food, 
furnishings, linen, as well as what appear to be debts related to 
payments for lumber, wood planking, a carriage, and saddle. 

Madison County {Tennessee} Will Book Three notes that Compton 
delivered his will verbally stating that “He wanted all his 
‘hands’/workers/ kept together and business ‘kept up’ for benefit of 
his family.  CAROLINE [his daughter] ‘to go to Salem, N.C. and 
complete her education’ ROBERT [a son] to be educated ‘for a 
lawyer’; DAVID [another son] to be educated ‘for a doctor.’"   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW & CRIME] [SLAVERY]  An affidavit claiming misidentification by a man accused of 
stealing a slave in Kentucky and bringing him “in chains” to Tennessee.  Hypolitus L. Ring (allegedly also known as 
Height Ring).  Madison County, Tennessee: 1845. 

This affidavit measures 8” x 12” and is in nice shape with old tape repairs 
along some storage folds.  In it Hypolitus Ring declares that an 
“endictment” brought against him by “the attorney General in behalf of 
the state” is invalid because the indictment is against an individual 
named “Height Ring,” and 

“by the name of Hypolitus Ring [he] hath always since the time of his 
nativity and hitherto been named and called . . . [and never] before had 
been named or called by the name of Height King.” 

Ring’s affidavit was apparently unsuccessful as docketing on the reverse 
indicates “Slave Stealing . . . Defendant unable to prove ownership of 
slave Macky age about 35.  Slave states he was brought here in chains 
from Kentucky.” 

Another uncommon document related to the infrequent crime of slave 
stealing unassociated with the Underground Railroad. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9186 
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6. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [PLANTATION LIFE] [SLAVERY] A three-year record of a plantation’s “Slave expenses.”  
Kept by William P. Bradley and John H. Boyd. [Probably Shelby, Tennessee]: 1845-1847. 

This two-page document measures 7.5” x 12.5” and is in nice shape.  It is 
an itemized listing “Slave expenses [at the] Bradley Plantation” that 
contains over 50 entries documenting the purchase of meal, flour, 
‘brand’, and ‘shorts’ by William P. Bradley from John H. Boyd. 

The plantation’s location was not indicated on the document, however 
the inventory was purchased as part of a group of Tennessee slave 
records.  Tennessee land, will, and probate records as well as an 1860 
census slave schedule show Bradley owned a plantation of at least 900 
acres in Shelby County along the state’s border with Mississippi. 

Slave rations on southern plantations have been described as plentiful in 
quantity though deficient in nutrition.  Weekly rations at most plantations 
would usually include salt pork and cornmeal supplemented with flour, 
sweet potatoes, molasses, field peas, and greens.  The “brand” identified 
in this document is likely ‘bran’ (pieces of flour husk separated during 
milling) which after parching was used as a coffee substitute by both 
masters and slaves.  “Shorts” was a flour mixture combined with flavoring 
ingredients used to dredge meats before cooking. (See “Georgia 
Plantation Slave Food Rations” at The Hairston Story online, Webster’s 
Encyclopedia of Domestic Economy, and Wikipedia.)  An uncommon inventory of the grain products consumed by 
slaves on a 900-acre plantation.   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9183 

 

 

7. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW & CRIME] [RECONSTRUCTION] [SLAVERY]  Court decision regarding a $1,000 debt 
to be paid in “Confederate Treasury notes” for the purchase of a slave subsequently “freed by the Emancipation 
Proclamation effective Jan 1 1863 by President Lincoln.” Claim made by F. B. Ragland.    Jackson, Tennessee: 1866. 

This court decision measures 8”x 12.5”.  The document is in nice shape. 

The presiding judge decided “the 1,000.00 note with interest signed by the 
Defendant (Deceased) due one day from the 29th day of September 1862 
was for a slave Mike age 37.  This note was not paid and said slave was 
freed by the Emancipation Proclamation effective Jan 1, 1864 by President 
Lincoln.  The Court rules note and contract valid and must be paid. . . . ” 

A fascinating ruling by a county judge that a legal obligation (for the 
purchase of a subsequently emancipated slave) to be paid specifically in 
the form of  Confederate Treasury notes or bonds (which had no value 
following the Civil War) was required to be paid in post-war U.S. funds.  
For a wonderfully thorough discussion on this topic, see Andrew Kull’s 
“The Enforceability after Emancipation of Debts Contracted for the 
Purchase of Slaves” in Chicago-Kent Law Review, Volume 70, Issue 2, 
December 1994.) 

Appears to be very scarce, but there must have been more cases like this 
following the war.  As of 2018, no similar documents are for sale in the 
trade or listed in OCLC or the Rare Book Hub. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9198 
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8. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [LAW & CRIME] [RECONSTRUCTION] [SLAVERY]  Legal opinion in a complex lawsuit 
regarding the distribution of the estate of a Tennessee slave owner who died intestate in 1860 and whose estate 
remained unsettled well after the slaves had been freed at the time of the passage of the 13th Amendment 
abolishing slavery.  Law suit between W. H. Graves and C. M. Keaton. Carroll County, Tennessee: [circa 1868]. 

This five-page, unsigned, legal opinion measures 7.5” x 9.75” 
and is in nice shape.  Docketing indicates that the case was 
also related to “J R Hawkins & Hubbard for Debts.”   

The opinion is with regard to a suit filed on behalf of a widow 
and two minor children apparently regarding the distribution 
of an estate.  Although the legal gyrations reported in this 
finding are exceptionally confusing, it appears that Wm 
Seymore died in 1860 without a will delineating the division of 
his lands and slaves among his wife and children including two 
minors Wm H. and Francis M. Seymore.  Two adult children, 
George and Robert Seymore, were appointed as 
administrators of the estate, and at the time it was 
determined that 

“from the number of children & widow, the number of 
negroes & the ages & value of the negroes that it is 
impracticable to make a fair & just division of said negroes 
among the parties and it will be manifestly to the interest of 
said minors to sell said slaves” and distribute the proceeds. 

This was begun, however, the progress of the war and the 
defeat of the Confederacy apparently delayed a decision. 
Further, records of the sale and distribution of any returns 
between heirs were either lost in the confusion of the war or purposely destroyed.  By the time this opinion was 
written, only one document from 1861 was found, attesting to the sale of  

“fourteen negroes, 11¾ acres of land.  The number of heirs including the widow as recorded in the record [was] 
eight. . . .  

Another record from December of 1865 was later located confirming that “the Court rendered a judgement against 
C M Keaton (perhaps, the purchaser) & his securities for the sum of $755” apparently funds, according to witnesses 
for the widow, that she and her children never received.  The opinion continues: 

“The question now is if slavery still existed in Tennessee would so imperfect a record as the one in the case pass 
the title of the slaves to the purchaser?  It is absolutely void as to the minors & the married woman . . . for the 
further reason that it does not appear what was the character of the witnesses [and] whether the witnesses were 
competent . . . or whether their statements were mere matters of opinion or belief as is usually the case in these 
cases.” 

So, it would appear the case was decided in favor of M. Keaton, although not necessarily, because the opinion 
concludes: 

“There really was no confirmation of the sale until the Dec Term 1865 & it is insisted that the legal title of the slaves 
was at the time of the adoption of the [13th] amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery was in the heirs of 
Wm Seymore dec’d.” 

Regardless of—or perhaps because of—the confusing nature of this case resulting from 1) the confusion and 
destruction of war, 2) the transformation of African-Americans from property into freedmen, and 3) passage of the 
13th Amendment abolishing slavery which all happened during the settlement of the estate, this opinion provides 
exceptional insight into the legal problems related to the early Reconstruction era. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9185  
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9. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [EDUCATION] [MEDICINE & NURSING] [WOMEN}  Photograph album documenting one 
woman’s years at the Good Samaritan Hospital’s School of Nursing, one of the first nursing schools for African-
Americans.  Unidentified compiler.  Charlotte, North Carolina: circa 1950. 

This album measures 14” x 10” and contains 
approximately 90 pages holding about 270 corner-
mounted photographs, nine newspaper clippings, and 
two ephemeral items.  Another newspaper clipping 
along with an additional 15 or so photographs are laid 
in. The photos range in size from 2.5” square to 10” x 8”.  
The photos are in nice shape; a few have crimped 
corners.  Most are captioned on the page.  The album 
pages have wear along the edges.  The album hinges 
have been repaired with old black tape, still very slightly 
sticky at the edges. 

The Good Samaritan Hospital opened in 1891 after a 
long, successful fund-raising campaign led by Jane 
Renwick Smedburg Wilkes.  Jane was a well-educated 
New Yorker, who after marrying her first cousin, moved 
with him to the then backwater Charlotte community in 
1854 where they bought and managed a flour mill, iron 
mill, and cotton mill, staffing them primarily with slave 
labor.  During the Civil War, Jane became an active 
volunteer nurse working in the Confederate hospital that 
was established nearby.  Later, in the late 1870s, after 
being inspired by a church sermon at the local Episcopal 
church, she led a successful campaign to establish a 
hospital for poor women, the Charlotte Home and 
Hospital.   

She next turned her attention to Charlotte’s African-
American community and opened the doors of the Good 
Samaritan Hospital in 1891.  The hospital, exclusively for  
Charlottes’ black population, began a nursing school in 
1902.  It was incorporated into the Charlotte Hospital 
Authority in 1961 and renamed the Charlotte 
Community Hospital.  It closed in 1982, and the building 
became the Magnolias Rest Home.  In 1996, the facility 
and surrounding community were torn down to make 
way for Bank of America Stadium, the home of the 
National Football League’s Carolina Panthers. 

Most of the images are of nursing students posing in 
uniforms and a number show the young women relaxing.  
There are a few photos of African-American physicians.  Several photographs show the nursing students engaged in 
patient care and others show the facility and its associated buildings.   

Interestingly, three of the photographs show Jackie Robinson in a Dodgers uniform being interviewed along the first 
base line at an unnamed stadium. 

A unique visual collection of mid-20th Century African-American nursing education.  Very scarce.  As of 2018, no 
similar items are for sale in the trade.  Rare Book Hub shows only one similar item has been sold at auction.  OCLC 
identifies no institutional holdings of similar items. 

ON HOLD Read’Em Again Books #9214   
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10. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [AFROFUTURISM] [CHILD MOLESTATION] [LAW & CRIME] [RELIGION]  An archive of 
ephemera and publications collected by a devotee of Nuwaubianism and its founder, Dr. Malachi Z. York, one of 
the most prolific child molesters in American history.  Apparently collected by Jacqueline Karen Middleton.  
Georgia: various Nuwaupian publishers, 1996-2001. 

This collection consists of nine books and booklets, one 
VHS tape, two children’s coloring books, two Tama-Re 
passport applications (one signed by Ms. Middleton), 
one Church of Karast newspaper, six pieces of ephemera, 
three downloads from the now defunct 
“egiptianmysteries” website, and two photocopies of 
related newspaper articles.  Condition varies from poor 
to very good. 

Dwight D. York (aka Dr. Malachi Z. York, Issa Al Haadi Al 
Mahdi, Rabboni Y'shua Bar El Haady, etc.) was raised in 
Massachusetts and New Jersey and claims to have spent 
his formative years in Sudan where his ‘grandfather,’ As 
Sayyid Abdur Rahman Al Mahdi, the Imaam of the 
Ansaars, foretold that he would “possess the light.” 
Although York’s birth certificate shows he was born in 
Boston, he claimed that he was brought to earth on the 
spaceship Nibiru from a planet, Rizq, in Illyuwn, the 19th 
galaxy,   

He created a Black Nationalist religious community, Ansaaru Allah, in the 1960s—based upon components of the 
Moorish Science Temple, the Nation of Islam, and the Nation of Gods and Earths—which became an Islamic offshoot 

of the Black Hebrew movement.  By the 
1980s, the FBI had compiled a dossier 
documenting the community’s criminal 
activities which included welfare fraud, 
extortion, and arson.  Following short spells 
in Brooklyn and upstate New York, York 
renamed his organization the United 
Nuwaubian Nation of Moors, and three 
hundred disciples followed him to Atlanta 
where he used his ill-gotten-gains to build a 
massive and magnificent faux Egyptian-
themed religious complex, Tama-Re, which 
eventually included 40-ft. pyramids, 
obelisks, statues of gods and goddesses and 
a giant sphinx.  York opened Holy Tabernacle 
stores in a dozen cities that sold a variety of 
gifts, charms, and his religious tracts to an 
ever expanding number of adherents.  York’s 
world came crashing down in 2002 when 
several disgruntled followers informed law 

enforcement of his serial molestation of community children.  By the time the investigation finished, prosecutors 
found hard evidence that York had molested well over a thousand children, some as young as four-years old.  Fearing 
that no jury would believe the magnitude of his evil, he was only tried for the hundred most egregious cases.  In 
2004, York was found guilty in a jury trial of child molestation, racketeering, and tax-related crimes.  He was 
sentenced to 135 years in prison and remains incarcerated today as his many appeals have been rejected. 

This collection amply documents many of the unique beliefs and rituals of Nuwaupianism such as “Alignment Time.” 
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Non-believers might also find 
some of his teachings rather 
bizarre such as “the fact that there 
are subterranean worlds, and 
people living in the interior of the 
earth,” or that 

“7 out of ten Caucasoid are 
born with a tail . . . which is 
removed and leaves a small 
knot at the base of the spine. . 
. .  Many have canine teeth or 
fangs like a jackal dog.  Many of 
their noses are really a muzzle 
like that of a dog . . . almost not 
having that space between the 
lip and the nose like a pig’s 
snout and most have very big 
and even pointy ears an [sic] extended ear lobes with fur all over 
their bodies.” 

As proof, York provides images of Barry Manilow and Mickey 
Mantle.  

York also produced a series of coloring books about the Anunnaki 
children (Sumerian space deities) to help the community’s youth to 
learn the ‘facts’ about Nuwaubianism, because, after all, “The 
Children Are Our Future, So We Should Always Give Them THE 
TRUTH.” The coloring books are especially creepy in light of York’s 
sexual preferences, and it certainly raises the question of just what 
‘truth’ York was prepared to impart to the youngsters. 

Overall, a very worthwhile collection of materials about York and 
his quasi-Islamic, Afrofuturistic religion that make one wonder just 
what was it in these doctrines and teachings that made them so 
popular with thousands of its believers.   

Rather scarce; although over 60 of York’s books and pamphlets are 
for sale in the trade, many are of the same rather basic titles, and 
there are no coloring books or ephemera material for sale.  The Rare 
Book Hub show no auction results for Malachi York or Nuwaubian 
titles, and OCLC shows that five institutions hold a total of 99 books 
and booklets between them.  Neither Rare Book Hub nor OCLC 
records revealed any listings of Nuwaubian ephemera. 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9210 
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11. [ALBUM CARDS] [CHROMOLITHOGRAPHY] [PRINTING]  Chromolithograph Album Card Set, "Street Scenes in 
New York." Louis Prang.  Boston: L. Prang and Company, [1868]. 

This is a complete set of 12 album cards.  Each measures 2.5” x 
4”.  All are in nice shape with light soiling at the corners. In the 
company’s product list published in the April, 1869 issue of 
Prang’s Chromo, the set is titled, “Street Scenes in New York.”  
The cards depict a variety of people that could be seen on the 
city’s streets.  They are individually titled:  

1) “The Drum Major” – A finely uniformed drum major with faint 
images of other musicians in the background 

2) “The Convoy Over Broadway” - A uniformed man helping two 
women and a young girl cross the street 

3) “Emigrants Just Arrived” – A mother with babe in arms and 
two young children carrying small bundles  

4) "Muddy Street" – A beautifully dressed young woman lifting 
her skirt while walking her beribboned dog 

5) "The Fruit Pedlar" – An African-American woman carrying 
two baskets, one filled with apples  

6) “French Nurse” – A prim and proper nanny with two well-
dressed children, standing in front of a lion statue (looks a little 
like one of the famous New York Public Library lions, but that 
can’t be as ‘Patience’ and ‘Fortitude’ weren’t carved until 1911.) 

7) "Newspaper Boy 'Tribune Sir?'" – A street urchin waits with 
outstretched palm while a top-hatted businessman pulls a coin 
from his waistcoat 

8) "The Old Coin Merchant" – A seated man sits by his kiosk 
while a soldier and two other men examine his inventory as a 
basket-carrying girl walks between them 

9) "On Broadway" A well-dressed swell and a fashionable young 
women walk down the sidewalk past window-shoppers  

10) "The Street Singers" – An accordion-playing woman and her two children, one with a tambourine, perform in 
front of display of broadsides 

11) "Street Musician" – A grizzled organ-grinder and his monkey perform as a family looks on 

12) "Walking Advertisement Balloon Seller” – A ragged young street seller with a bunch of red balloons attempts 
to speak with a tired, worn-out man advertising an all-weather coat and hat by wearing one festooned with large 
slogans testifying to its quality 

Prang was an American pioneer in color printing who first gained fame selling Civil War maps.  In 1864, he traveled 
to Germany to learn about cutting-edge German chromolithography.  Upon his return, Prang began producing a 
variety of color prints and card sets, specifically sold to be mounted in company-produced albums or scrapbooks.  

A very attractive and exceptionally scarce set of early cards.  Burdick’s American Card Catalog identifies this set 
(W70), as one of the seven most desirable album card sets of album cards, much less common than Prang’s “Views 
of Central Park,” landscape series, or animal sets.  As of 2018, there is one other set for sale in the trade as part of a 
larger Prang collection.  The Rare Book Hub shows has no records reflecting any auction sales.  OCLC shows that only 
one incomplete set is held at an institution, the American Antiquarian Society.   

$2,000  Read’Em Again Books #9191 

 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009191/louis-prang/chromolithograph-album-card-set-street-scenes-in-new-york
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009191/louis-prang/chromolithograph-album-card-set-street-scenes-in-new-york


(To place an order or to see enlarged or additional images, please click on the inventory number or first image in each listing.) 

 

12. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [LINCOLNIANA] [MARITIIME] [PHILATELY] [WINE & VITICULTURE]  Letter from a French 
ship captain in San Francisco to a wine wholesaler in Southern France franked with the first Lincoln stamp issued 
by the United States.  From G. Caussy to the Gautier Brothers.  San Francisco to Cette (today Sète), France: 1869. 

This three-page folded letter, in 
French, measures 16.5” x 10.5” 
unfolded.  It is dated “Sn Francisco le 
7 Yuillet 1869” and franked with a 
15-cent black Lincoln stamp (Scott 
#77) canceled with a ‘fancy’ black 
circle-of-wedges.  Three postmarks 
are on the front: a clear San 
Francisco postmark (Jul 8) in black, a 
large circular New York Paid 
postmark (Jul 17) in red, and a Calais 
foreign mail receiving mark (Jul 29) in 
blue.  A Paris postmark (Jul 29) and a 
scuffed Cette receiving stamp (Jul 
30), both in black are on the reverse.  
Docketing notes the letter was 
mailed from San Francisco by G. 
Caussy on July 7th and received in 
Cette on the 30th.  The letter is in nice 
shape with postal and opening wear.  
The #77 Lincoln stamp is sound and 
sharp with deep color; its 
perforations touch the design at the 
right and bottom.  A translation of 
the letter will be provided. 

The 15-cent Lincoln stamp is 
considered by some to be the first 
U.S. commemorative stamp.  It was 
first issued on 14 April 1866, the one-
year anniversary of Lincoln’s 
assassination and was printed in 
mourning black.  At the time, 15 
cents was the postage rate to Belgium, France, and Germany, and examples on postally used envelopes are scarce; 
letters with content even more so.   (See Haimann’s “15-cent Lincoln” at Arago: People, Postage, and the Post, 
Gasbarro’s “Early Postage Stamps Honoring Abraham Lincoln” at the Civil War Blog, and Scott’s Specialized Catalog 
of U.S. Stamps. 

Although letters with 15-cent franking from the United States to Europe are uncommon but not rare, most extant 
examples are from major east coast cities to major European cities like Paris, Berlin, and Brussels.  Covers from San 
Francisco to the French Mediterranean town of Cette are decidedly uncommon.  Only one other known example 
exists. (See Frajola’s PhilaMercury.)   This letter traveled for ten days from San Francisco to New York where it was 
loaded on a ship bound for Calais, France.  It was then dispatched to Paris, where it was redirected south to the 
Mediterranean city of Cette.      

In this letter from San Francisco, Caussy explains to the wine merchants who had contracted his service that he has 
had a difficult voyage; three-quarters of his crew deserted, and his ship was damaged in a collision with an American 
vessel.  He further notes that he had been unable to sell the merchants’ Bordeaux because it had darkened badly 
during the voyage.  He suggests that in the future, the merchants export fortified wines like sherry or port to San 
Francisco as he had discovered both sold much better than ordinary wine.  Additionally, he encourages the brothers 
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to join in partnership with Victor Dumont, a French importer living in the city.  In closing, Caussy reports that the 
repairs to his ship have been completed and he will soon sail for Montevideo, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro.  

At the time this letter was written, California’s viticulture industry was still in its infancy, and millions of liters of wine 
were being imported from French Mediterranean ports.  By itself, Cette exported 57,000 pipes of wine in 1870 alone. 

The imported red and white wines were almost always of poor quality 
and shipped in wooden casks.  Once the casks arrived in San 
Francisco, their contents were blended together by importers into 
various colors and strengths, and given a variety of impressive 
sounding names; “under the guise of fictitious labels, [customers 
were led] to suppose [they] were drinking fine Bordeaux wines, 
whereas, in fact, [they] were drinking trash, . . . and [were] the 
laughing stock of the French wine exporters. . . .”  This, however, 
started to change in the last two years of the 1860s when excellent 
California wines began to be made in marketable quantities, and 
imports of ordinary wines from France plummeted, although a 
market for foreign ports and sherries remained. (See Statements and 
Arguments . . . against the Proposed Franco-American Commercial 
Treaty, San Francisco: 1879.) 

This letter wins a desirability trifecta.  Covers bearing this stamp are 
scarce; the letter’s route from San Francisco to Cette is highly unusual 

if not unique, and the content reveals the dying market for imported French wines just as California viticulture was 
taking hold.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for sale in the trade; Rare Book Hub and ABPC show no auction records 
for similar items, and no similar letters are held by institutions per OCLC. 

$1,750  Read’Em Again Books #9181 
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13. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [ENGINEERING] [OIL & PETROLEUM]  Significant archive pertaining to the inventors of 
fracking, the Roberts Petroleum Torpedo Company, including documents, letters, and a large photograph of its 
nitroglycerin factory.  Edward A. L. and Walter B. Roberts.  Titusville, Pennsylvania: Mostly 1882-1889. 

This archive contains 150 documents and letters, and 
two photographs related to the Roberts Petroleum 
Torpedo Company.  Most of the documents and 
letters concern the sale of and lawsuits related to the 
petroleum torpedoes.  One of the photographs is a 
cabinet card portrait of a man who appears to be 
E.A.L. Roberts and the other is a large (14” x 10”) 
mounted albumin image of Roberts’ Nitroglycerin 
Factory.  The letters and documents are in nice shape 
with storage folds.  Both photos have some light 
wear; the factory photo has a 3” crack and a slight 
wave.  A listing of the archives contents is included. 

The Roberts Petroleum Torpedo Company was 
founded by Colonel E.A.L. Roberts and his brother in 
1865.  E.A.L., the father of the ‘fracking’ process, 
invented a torpedo to ‘shoot’ slow pumping oil wells 
and increase their output.  The torpedo was an 
explosive charge (at first powder but later 
nitroglycerin) enclosed within a metal casing.  It was 
sent down the shaft of a well followed closely by a 
heavy weight.  At the bottom, when the 
weight struck the torpedo’s primer cap, 
the resulting explosion fractured the 
tightly packed sand surrounding the 
shaft and allowed oil to flow more easily.  
The system revolutionized the 
developing oil and gas industry.  Roberts 
patented his device, establishing a 
virtual monopoly on the process.  The 
company charged $100-$200 per 
torpedo plus one-fifteenth of the 
increased flow, and the Roberts family 
became rich.  Many attempted to evade 
the fees by using copy-cat torpedoes, 
but the Roberts were relentless in tracking them down using Pinkerton detectives and crippling them with successful 
civil suits.  They are said to be responsible for initiating more patent defense litigation than anyone else in the history 
of the United States.  (See Madrigal’s “Shooting the Wells” in The Atlantic and “Shooters – A ‘Fracking’ History” on-
line at the American Oil & Gas Historical Society.) 

Highlights of this archive include: 

An undated blank Roberts Petroleum Torpedo Company stock certificate with illustrations of an oil well and an 
exploding torpedo., 

A large 14” x 10” mounted albumin print of the Roberts’ Nitroglycerin Factory at the Bradford Oil Field taken in 
1882, 
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Three documents related to the purchase 
and shipment of nitroglycerin 

Two partially printed receipts for sales of 
torpedoes, 

Several invoices for and summaries of 
torpedo sales using partially-printed 
company billheads, 

Eight documents regarding company-owned 
property in Titusville including Seeley’s 
Stores, the European Hotel and Bank, the 
Shea Store, the Farm and Livery Stable, the 
Brunswick Hotel, the Strauss Store and more. 

Fourteen documents related to the 
company’s lease and refurbishment of the 
Titusville Post Office.   

Six collections of paperwork documenting the company’s lawsuits filed against “Schreiber,” “Mountain, 
Vandergrift,” “J. H. Humphrey,” “Taylor Humphreys,” and “T. Mullin.” 

Other items include wage payment receipts, receipts for services and supplies, real estate documents, detailed lists 
of books (mostly legal) owned by the company, information regarding well repairs, listings of family jewelry, receipts 
for donations to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and more. 

A unique collection of material documenting the operation of one of the most important companies in the early 
years of the U.S. oil industry.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, and there are no auction records for 
other similar material at the Rare Book Hub or ABPC.  OCLC shows no holdings of similar materials at any institution. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9176 
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14.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [ENGINEERING] [THE HUNTINGTONS] [MARITIME] [SHIPYARDS]  An exceptional photo-

journal documenting construction at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company.  Godfrey L. Smith.  

Newport News, Virginia, 1906-1907. 

This 5.5” x 8.5” leather-covered journal contains 89 photographs; eight measure approximately 5.5” x 3.25”; the 
remainder measure approximately 3.5” square.  Six negatives are laid in.  Almost all of the photos are dated.  
Fourteen of the pages contain detailed descriptions of the construction.  The photographs are in nice shape; all are 
glued to the pages.  The journal spine has perished, and the signatures have separated, however all the pages are 
present as are the front and rear covers.  One of Godfrey Smith’s reference books is part of this lot. 

In 1886 Colis P. Huntington, a railroad tycoon, began construction of a shipyard at Newport News Point, and five 
years later, its first ship was launched.  By 1897, it had built three ships for the U.S. Navy.  After Colis died in 1900, 
his nephew, Henry, a noted philanthropist and principal benefactor of the Huntington Library, inherited much of his 
uncle’s fortune including the shipyard.  Following the launch of the revolutionary ship, HMS Dreadnought, the U.S. 
joined the worldwide naval construction spree and six battleships were built at Newport News between 1907 and 
1923.  This journal documents the shipyard construction boom that made this possible. (See Wikipedia.) 

Smith, an architectural engineer from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, worked at the shipyard and was 
involved in this project.  He was a member of the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers and published 
“Two Timber Dry-Docks and their Pumping Plant,” in its journal, Transactions (Vol XIV, 1906). 

The photographs show improvements and construction of several shipways and dry-dock sites, pile drivers, trestles, 
chutes, bulkheads, log storage, the supporting railway system, huge steam shovels, cranes, scaffolding, African-
American laborers, shipyard buildings, dry dock construction, etc. 

A unique and thorough visual record of the transition of the Newport News Shipyard from a relatively small facility 
into one of the largest and most important shipbuilding operations in the world.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for 
sale in the trade, and no auction records of similar materials are found at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows 
nothing similar held in any institutional collections. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9177 
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15. [BUSINESS & LABOR] [OIL & PETROLEUM] [MARDI GRAS] [WOMEN]  Two-volume set of albums documenting 
the reign of the richest business woman in America—a smart, tough, and crooked self-made multi-millionaire gas 
and oil mogul—as the Queen of the Krewe of Venus, the first all-female Mardi Gras parade krewe.  Compiled by 
Mary Hudson Vandergrift.  New Orleans, Louisiana; Kansas City, Missouri, and Shawnee Mission, Kansas: 1965. 

These two matching leather albums with custom gold lettering and 
decorations measure 10.5” x 11.5” and contain over 100 plastic-protected 
pages with over 65 b/w and color vernacular and professional photographs 
ranging from 3.5” square to 8” x 10”.  There are over 80 ephemeral pieces 
including celebratory messages (programs, invitations, letters, cards, and 
telegrams) and about 25 newspaper/magazine clippings (some toned).  
Small items are glued down.  Everything is in nice shape but for four 
vernacular photos which were stuck to a page protector when mounted. 

Mary Hudson was 21 years old in 1933 when her first husband was killed in 
a truck accident.  She borrowed $200 from her father and used it to re-open 
a twice-failed gas station in Kansas City which she christened the Hudson Oil 
Company.  With no mechanics, repair bay, or attendants, Hudson offered 
pump-it-yourself service and manned a cash register in a small kiosk herself.  
This allowed her to undercut the competing full-service stations by one or 
two cents per gallon, a significant discount when a gallon of gas was selling 
for only ten cents.  Both aggressive and frugal (it’s said she personally 
painted her stations when their trim began to look dingy), over the next 
several decades Hudson built a chain of stations with rock-bottom prices 
and no-frills self-service.  She purchased an oil refinery in Oklahoma, and by 
the early 1980s operated over 300 gas stations and convenience stores in 
35 states.  In 1982, Forbes named her as one of the 400 wealthiest 
Americans, the first woman to be so recognized.  Unfortunately, for Hudson, 
in 1984 after it was discovered that she had altered her pumps to provide 
less gas to customers than shown on the gauges, she pled no-contest to 
felony theft.  Although her fines were minimal, and she was sentenced to only two-years of probation instead of jail, 
confidence in the Hudson brand plummeted along with sales.  Worse, by this time most competitors had cut costs 
by switching to self-service pumps as well.  The Hudson Oil Company was forced into bankruptcy following numerous 
consumer fraud lawsuits and a $9 million court decision that found Mary had also failed to pay her employees 
minimum wages and overtime pay.  None-the-less, Hudson remained resolute and continued to oversee her other 
assets including cattle ranches, farms, convenience stores, and a Russian petroleum consulting firm well into her 
eighties.  She died at 86 in 1999.  (See various articles in The Kansas City Star between 1965 and 1999) 

The Krewe of Venus became the first all-female Mardi Gras krewe to parade through New Orleans in 1941, and in 
the fifty-one years of its existence, it out-lived almost twenty other follow-on all-female parade krewes.   After its 
50th Anniversary parade mustered only 20 floats and 275 riders, the krewe disbanded in 1992.  

These albums were assembled in the heyday of both Mary Hudson and the Krewe of Venus.  The photos show the 
Queen, her King, her Page, and her court in lavish costumes at their ball and on their parade float.  The krewe’s 
theme for 1965 was “The Giants of Literature,” and among the Royal Court Maids were Catherine from Longfellow’s 
Evangeline, Chryseis from Homer’s The Illiad, Cassiopeia from Tennyson’s The Princess, Badoura from the Arabian 
Nights, and Shakespeare’s Cleopatra. Some of the congratulatory messages in the albums are from companies 
related to the oil industry, and there is an invitation from Hudson to all members of the krewe to attend a follow-on 
June celebration featuring cocktails, a buffet, and movies at the Hudson Oil Company in Shawnee Mission, Kansas. 

A unique record of a tough-as-nails female oil tycoon and the first all-female Mardi Gras marching krewe at the top 
of their game before both would crash and burn 20-25 years later.  Scarce.  Although Mardi Gras scrapbooks 
occasionally appear for sale or at auction, they never feature the one-time-richest woman in the United States as 
Queen of the first all-female marching krewe.  

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9192  
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16. [CHEMISTRY] [CHINESE CULTURE] [COINING] [EDUCATION] [RELIGION] Correspondence from a prominent 
Western Chemist working at the Imperial Chinese Mint to his even more prominent sister in Portland discussing 
his research, Chinese culture, missionary schools, and ‘guardianship’ of a young Chinese girl.  Alfred Tingle to Lilian 
(Lillian) Tingle.  Tientsin, China: 1909 

This lot contains eight handwritten letters 
totaling 20 pages.  The letters are written on 
thin paper, approximately 8.5” x 11.”  They 
were sent between January and April of 1909.  
They are generally in very nice shape with 
some minor wear.  One letter has some 
staining and another is a one-page fragment.  
Transcripts are included. 

Alfred and Lilian Tingle were British ex-patriots 
who earned Bachelor of Science degrees from 
Aberdeen University; Alfred went on to earn a 
doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania.  
Albert taught at several universities including 
Columbia, Wisconsin, and the Imperial College 
at Chinanfu in China. Lilian settled in Oregon 
where at various time she served as the Head 
of the Household Arts Department at the 
University of Oregon, the Market Inspector for 
the City of Portland, the leader of a national 
movement to establish grocery store health 
standards, and Director of Portland’s YMCA 
School of Domestic Science.  At the time of 
these letters, Lilian was writing a cooking 
column for the Oregonian newspaper and 
Alfred was a chemist at the Imperial Chinese 
Mint in Tientsin.  (Considerable contemporary 
information about the Tingles is available 
online; some is included with this lot.) 

In addition to commenting briefly about current events (troubles in Afghanistan, a possible Japanese departure from 
China, the death of the Empress Dowager, etc.), Alfred, an avid collector of Chinese antiquities, provides humorous 
but serious accounts of Chinese culture, missionary education, his fellow “foreign devils,” his research, and a young 
girl (alternately referred to as “the youngster” or “the Responsibility”) for whom he serves as ‘guardian’.  Some of 
the highlights include: 

“One of my idols has come in for great luck.  The translator of the Mint was in here on business. . . .  He admired 
my collection [of antiquities] & then asked me to give or sell him one.  I said “Certainly” & then he explained by 
saying “My old woman & the children always kow tow during the 12th moon & especially at New Years . . . if they 
had one of these they could use it. . . .”  He made his choice and carried it off, subject to [his wife’s] approval.  Next 
day I enquired whether it gave satisfaction.  He said “No . . . [the statue] was a very bad woman who was sent to 
the lowest hell. . . .  My wife says she wasn’t a respectable character & she won’t kowtow to her.”  I offered to 
exchange for another, but he came back empty handed & said that after all his wife had burned incense to the lady 
& had asked her to dinner that day: however I sent along another [statue] guaranteed to be a person of 
irreproachable morals. The matter was to be referred to a nearby priest.  Yesterday the moral lady returned & the 
one of doubtful morals (we will hope reformed completely) has been taken into the family. . . .  [The] priest, 
reported the alternative [was] a goddess of no importance.  Talking of disreputable characters such as this goddess 
reminds me that C Quincey has come up here & reports the settlement, [Chinanfu, was] much built up, a theater 
opened opposite “my” doors & all the city ladies of the same ancient profession as this goddess transferred to the 
Settlement.  I’m glad I don’t have to keep order there now – I think it would cost too much in riding whips.” 
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“Please excuse me.  I’m very tired & have been bedeviled for 12 days past by some opium remedies. . . .  my guts 
were working twistedly.  Result I went to bed & disciplined the unruly members with magnesium sulphate, lead & 
opium & milk.” 

“I have been carrying on research in a somewhat tentative way only, because want of materials & apparatus carries 
a pretty heavy handicap as such.  The particular thing in question has been on my mind for years & . . . it may result 
in the production of compounds which can be identified without analysis. . .  .  The materials are necessarily limited 
to what I have on hand.  Meanwhile I am acquiring Fame.  In recent journals a Scotchman has presented further 
and direct evidence in favor of a constitutional formula assigned by Japp to Tingle . . . & [a] German has with due 
acknowledgment been employing a reaction first investigated by A Tingle. . . .  Meanwhile I have not really enough 
work to keep me from being rather bored.   

“[The] youngster cannot be Chinese.  I recently bought some cheese. . . .  She asked what it was, tasted it & 
promptly asked for more!  [That] never happened with a Chinese before, their version being that cheese is a filthy 
concoction much appreciated by rats, foreign devils & a few enterprising Chinese of strong stomach who have 
gradually & perseveringly learnt the habit. . . .  I took the Responsibility up to Peking & planted her at the school 
there. . . .  The impediment to my mind is the schoolmistress [has] alas the female-missionary lack of appreciation 
of the lines of Chinese thought.  Anyhow fees are paid for a year & it is to be hoped we shall be O.K.  We are going 
to learn English . . . with our Chinese. . . . . There is no doubt I miss the Responsibility extremely—much more than 
I thought I should. . . .    I have a letter from Peking of most optimistic nature dealing with the Responsibility.  It is 
too optimistic to suit me.  Conduct all that could be desired – which I can well believe & she wants nothing – which 
I cannot. . . . However I shall be in Peking soon. . . .  Point of issue is the teaching of English, & on this point I must 
screw [the missionary] up.  The general sense of the meeting is that the R’s best chance is to be turned as 
completely as possible into a foreign devil . . . .  Also she can make more money by teaching English than Chinese.  
I don’t for obvious reasons know how much I can do for her, but . . . I have a pattern here in the shape of Dr. Kim 
– did I tell you about her?  Chinese woman who speaks perfect English . . . a clever & notable woman. . . .” 

“Yesterday arrived the mother of the Responsibility, who had come in the train of some tai-tai, taking the chance 
to see the R. . . .  It was pointed out by a Chinese (who has seen the old lady) that if I [offer to house] her under my 
roof, being unmarried, a scandal could be created.  Now she is 45 . . . & has had a very hard life which shows in her 
face. . . .  Appropriately dressed she might pass if not for my grandmother at least for my grand mother-in-law!  As 
she has come without being sent for, Providence evidently intends me to face the scandal out.” 

“I have another young woman much on my mind of late.  I only discovered about a week ago [that her] feet were 
bound . . .  I remonstrated, gently but firmly. . . .  Next day I saw the child & saw that my words had had an effect.  
I thereupon sent for her mother & jumped down her silly throat, boots & breeches & all.  I have won & the feet 
are now unbound, but I had to risk a good deal as my one standing ground was that I simply would not allow it in 
my house, it being forbidden by the Emperor, which I admitted that of course in the country districts of China no 
Emperor counted for a tuppenny damn.  Of course, the plea is Cannot help it – no small feet, no husband.  I want 
the child to join my Responsibility in Peking next term.”   

A fascinating and scarce non-missionary Westerner’s account of life in China shortly after the Boxer Rebellion.  As of 
2018, nothing similar is in the trade, nor does the Rare Book Hub identify and similar auction sales.  Neither does 
OCLC identify any similar collections held by institutions. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9190  
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17. [CHILDREN’S] [MILITARY & WAR] [THEATER & ENTERTAINMENT] [TOYS]  The Myriopticon, Historical 
Panorama of the Rebellion.  Springfield, Mass.: Milton Bradley & Co., [1866]. 

The outer cardboard box of this toy measures 
approximately 8.5” x 5.25” x 2.25”.  A slightly smaller 
cardboard “panorama” frame is nested in the box 
bottom.  A window has been cut into the frame to reveal 
a long strip of about 22 different polychrome scenes of 
the Civil War that are attached to spools at each end.  
When the spools are rotated the scenes change.  The box,  
frame, and polychrome paper are overlays made to look 
like a theater.  The toy originally came with an offset 
winding crank to turn the spools, a script to be used when 
presenting each scene, a miniature advertising poster, 
and small admission tickets.  The strip of scenes is 
complete and the image colors are bright; it has several 
old tape repairs on the reverse that have slightly wrinkled 
and discolored three of the scenes.  The box and frame are sound, but have some minor soiling and edge-wear.  The 
script, poster, and tickets are long gone, and two old metal can-opener keys have replaced the original metal cranks.   

“Panoramas had been popular in the United States since 
the late eighteenth-century, when artists and promoters 
began offering travelogues to the Holy Land or down the 
Mississippi through a series of paintings on a canvas 
hundreds of feet long and several yards high that slowly 
scrolled from one reel to another. The Civil War inspired 
northern and southern entrepreneurs to create 
panoramas with patriotic, technical-sounding names for 
exhibition to audiences throughout the Union and 
Confederacy. Northerners could see the “Grand 
Panorama of the War,” the “Polyrama of the War,” . . . 
and “A Cosmorama of Battles of the Civil War.” 
Southerners could view Burton’s “Southern Moving 

Dioramic Panorama,” . . . and Lee Mallory’s “Pantechnoptemon.” . . .  Most panoramas included a spoken narration. 
. . . [The Myriopticon’s] mini-panorama’s crude but colorful drawings . . . were intended to be back-lit by a lantern 
or candle and shown in a darkened room.,” while the child-proprietor narrated the show. (See Marten’s “History in 
a Box: Milton Bradley’s Myriopticon” in The Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth, Vol. 2, No.1, 2009.) 

Among the scenes featured in The Myriopticon are the: 

Shelling of Fort Sumter,  

Murder of Colonel Ellsworth,  

Battle between the Monitor and Merrimack,  

Fugitive slaves,  

Burning of Atlanta, and an  

African-American infantry regiment on parade.   

A desirable and scarce toy that is seldom found with any of its accessories.  As of 2018, no others are for sale in the 
trade.  OCLC shows 13 institutions have the toy in their collections, however only three are complete, and some are 
badly damaged as well.  Five auction records appear at the Rare Book Hub; of those, only two are for complete toys. 
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18. [CIRCUS] Photograph album picturing the wagons, animals, tents, and crew primarily of the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus.  Unidentified compiler.  Various locations: circa 1930 to 1950.   

This 9” x 11” two-ring binder contains 23 
cardboard pages filled with about 120 b/w 
photographs.  Most of the photos measure 4.5” 
x 2.75” with about a dozen smaller or larger.  
Many of the photos are captioned in pencil on 
the reverse and occasionally include locations 
and names.  Most of the photos were taken in 
the 1940s; a couple photos are reprints, one of 
which is dated 1950.  All of the photos are in nice 
shape; several are a little unfocused or 
overexposed.  Some of the pages are soiled and 
the album has some minor wear.   

It would appear that the photographs were 
assembled by a Ringling Brothers, Barnum & 
Bailey employee as the overwhelming majority 
are images from that circus.  There are, 
however, a smattering from Sparks Circus 
(which Ringling operated until the 1930s before 
leasing its name to another company), 
Hagenbeck-Wallace, and Clyde Beatty’s Wild 
Animals. 

This album is exceptionally comprehensive with 
regard to circus wagons and equipment.  The 
images include  

• Music wagons (calliope, bells, band) 

• Pony show wagons,  

• Gargantua’s wagon,  

• Support wagons (sound, water, tents, 
wagons protected by canvas covers) 

• Ticket wagons,  

• Floats (Mexican, Russian, Pantos)  

• Animal wagons and cages (lions, 
giraffes, bears, tigers, hippopotamus, 
gnus, vultures, llamas, leopards) 

• Circus trains (loading, loaded, 
elephant cars, passenger cars),  

• Tents (Big Top, menagerie, side show, 
setup)   

Without a doubt the best circus photograph 
album we’ve handled. 

Scarce.  As of 2018, no similar albums are for 
sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub shows 
only two similar albums have been sold at auction in the past 40 years.  There is only one similar institutional holding 
per OCLC. 
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19. [CONSCRIPTION] [DRAFT RIOTS]  Two New York City checks reimbursing property owners for damages to their 
buildings.  Written to Sarah Bradshaw and Michael Devoy.  Signed by Mayor George Opdyke and others. New York 
City: 1863. 

These checks measure approximately 8” x 3.75”.  Both are printed in blue and have official red overprints reading, 
“Riot Damages.”  Both were drawn on the County Treasury account at the Broadway Bank, one for $25 and one for 
$914.  Both were signed by Opdyke with additional signatures by Matthew Brennan, the Comptroller, and Joseph B. 
Young, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisor, on October 3rd, 1863, and one on November 5th, 1863.  The checks are 
in nice shape and both have the distinctive cross and circle hole punch cancellations used by the bank to indicate 
that it had been cashed and was invalid for future use.   

Between 13 and 16 July 1863, Lower Manhattan was beset with violent draft riots by mostly Irish working-class men 
venting their opposition to laws passed by Congress authorizing men to be conscripted into the Union Army to fight 
in the Civil War.  President Lincoln directed that several regiments be deployed from Gettysburg to regain control of 
the city, however they didn’t arrive until the second day of the riot.  In the interim, mobs destroyed public buildings, 
private homes (especially homes of wealthy abolitionists and African-Americans), and the Colored Orphan Asylum.  
Casualty estimates range from 2,000 to 8,000 injured and place the number of dead between 120 and 2,000.  Total 
damage has been estimated as high as $5 million (about $100 million in today’s dollars). To this day, these riots 
remain the most violent and costly civil disturbance ever to have occurred in the United States.  A number of 
historians maintain that the riots were more about race than the draft and were the culmination of years of Irish 
resentment over black competition for working class jobs, especially at the docks and wharves.  (See New York Draft 
Riots at History.com, Asbury’s The Gangs of New York, and Vodrey’s Blood in the Streets.) 

An interesting documentation of the worst civil disturbance ever to occur in the United States.  Surprisingly scarce.  
As of 2018, no other “Riot Damage” checks are for sale in the trade, and OCLC shows none held by institutions.  
Although draft riot checks occasional appear on eBay, the Rare Book Hub shows only one formal auction record; a 
pair of similar checks sold at a Swann auction (Sale 2344) in April of 2014 for $1,875 
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20. [DANCE] [SCANDAL] [THEATER & ENTERTAINMENT] [WOMEN] Five different playbills for performances by the 
notorious Lola  at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia.  Philadelphia: 1852. 

Each of the playbills measures approximately 9.5” x 19.5”.  All are 
printed on thin, fragile paper.  All have different text advertising 
performances on 19, 21, 24, 26, and 29 January, 1852.  All are 
complete and clean, and all have minor edge-wear and partial 
splitting along storage folds.  One has minor damp-staining. 

Marie Gilbert (better known by her stage name, Lola Montez) was 
a mid-19th Century “danseuse,” equally notorious for her 
scandalous personal life as for her suggestive stage performances. 
Born in Ireland, Lola began dancing in India while in her early 
twenties after separating from her army officer husband, 
Lieutenant James, whom she had married at age 16.  She returned 
to England, but attendance at her performances plummeted after 
she was recognized as “Mrs. James.”  Lola then toured Europe 
where she performed successfully in Paris and Warsaw, living well 
off the generosity of wealthy gentlemen.  While performing in 
Munich, she caught the eye of King Ludwig I of Bavaria, who, 
following a performance, asked if her bosom was real.  In 
response, Lola stripped off enough of her costume to prove that, 
indeed, it was. Soon they were inseparable, and Lola was granted 
a title as Countess along with a large annual annuity.  Her 
influence over the king was extraordinary, and she soon wielded 
exceptional political power that alienated most of the population.  
After Ludwig abdicated his throne, Lola fled to Switzerland, France, and eventually England where she married a very 
young and very wealthy cavalry officer.  When charges of bigamy were brought against her, the couple escaped to 
Spain where her husband mysteriously drowned.  In 1851, Lola decided to revitalize her performing career, and F. 
A. Marshall, the proprietor of the Broadway Theatre in New York and the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia, 
arranged to bring her the United States.  The anticipated arrival of this scandalously infamous performer generated 
considerable excitement, and her debut at the Broadway on 29 December was attended by an almost all-male 
audience of about 3,000 “men about town.” However, by Lola’s performance on 3 January, many women began to 
attend as well. (See Wikipedia and Gotcher’s dissertation, The Career of Lola Montez in American Theatre.) 

Immediately following her New York performances, Lola took the stage at the Walnut Theatre in Philadelphia, 
opening on 19 January (a playbill for this performance is in this lot) and her final performance for the run was on 29 
January as a benefit for the Association for the Relief of Disabled Firemen (a playbill for this performance is also in 
this lot).  Highlights of her two-week stay in Philadelphia were her performances of Betley, the Tyrolean and Un Jour 
de Carnival da Seville, two pieces specially choreographed to highlight her dancing skills.  An audience favorite was 
her signature piece was the Tarantella, a dance based on the premise that she had been bitten by a spider and 
decried by many as obscene.  In her performance, she writhed suggestively and tore at her clothing in an effort to 
get the spider out. (See Davis’s America’s Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre.) 

During her eastern tour, Lola married a newspaper man, and they traveled to San Francisco where her performances 
were especially successful, however notoriety again followed when during an ugly divorce, her co-respondent was 
mysteriously murdered.  Lola soon left for an Australia tour, where, after scandalizing  the public by lifting her skirts 
so high during the tarantella that it was clear she wore no underclothes, she was forced to return to the United 
States where she died at age 39 of tertiary syphilis.  (See Wikipedia.) 

An exceptionally scarce group of important Lola Montez playbills from early U.S. performances.  As of 2018, no 
similar playbills are for sale in the trade.   The Rare Book Hub shows one 1915 auction record where two similar 
playbills were sold.  OCLC shows only two later playbills in institutional collections, however Hollis for Archival 
Discovery shows that seven unnamed playbills (some in foreign languages) are in Harvard’s collection. 
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21. [DISABILITIES] [EDUCATION] [MEDICINE & NURSING] [MILITARY & WAR]  Seven-year Civil War era diary kept 
by a handicapped Yale student who became an Electrical-Galvanic Physician in New Haven.  Kept by Edward 
Lyman Washburn.  New Haven, Connecticut and Natick, Massachusetts.  1860-1866. 

This daily journal measures 8” x 10” inches and contains 
172 pages of densely written entries that begin on 
September 4, 1860 and end on January 8, 1866.  Included 
are 12 pieces of related ephemera including an index of 
patients he treated and a five-page autobiography 
focusing on Washburn’s childhood medical problems that 
generated his interest in becoming a physician.  Everything 
is in nice shape; the top 2” of the journal’s spine has 
perished.  Partial transcripts of Washburn’s early medical 
history and his journal entries are included. 

Washburn’s autobiography provides detailed first-hand 
observations about the horrendous treatments inflicted 
upon seriously afflicted patients in the first half of the 19th 
Century, and his journal provides an exceptional window 
into college life at Yale, the Civil War home-front, and 
electro-galvanic medical treatment in the 1860s.  About 80 
pages of the journal focus on daily college-life and the 
remainder on Washburn’s medical practice. Entries 
regarding the home-front during the Civil War are found 
throughout the journal 

In addition to information about classes and professors, 
the journal discusses student violence, competition and 
altercations between the Brothers of Unity and Linonia (debating clubs), traditions and secret societies, and the 
importance of religious instruction.  A few of the highlights include: 

During a Brothers-Livonia debate, “Eakins of ’63 received a cut in his hand with a knife. . . .  E. L. Keyes of ’63 was 
badly cut in the upper part of his arm. . . .” 

After a fight in town, “Beldin is charged with the fatal stabbing of G.L.Stafford in Temple Saloon about 2 or 3 o 
clock last Saturday morning and the others with being accessories to the crime.  The two first are Law Students 
and Baldwin is a Medical Student  Stafford died last Sunday Night. . . .” 

Wooden Spoon Exhibitions were held to honor poor students: “R. K. Weeks received the Wooden Spoon” in 
1860, and “the 7th Reg. Band from New York” played at the 1862 event.  The Burial of Euclid in 1860 celebrated 
a class’s completion of the required geometry course: “No horns were blown and . . . they had no coffin this year 
but an urn instead bore the ashes of Euclid.  Six horses I believe drew the hearse. . . .” 

“At 12 ½ o clock the whole class with not more than a dozen exceptions took the cars for Savin Rock House . . . 
and on the way serenaded the Young Ladies of ‘Oak Hill Seminary.’  The Band played and the ‘Glee Club’ sang.  
In return the Young Ladies sang two of the National Airs and we of course cheered them although the singing on 
their part was not remarkably well executed. . . . After waiting more than about an hour we sat down to dinner. 
. . .  We were not long in relieving the tables of a considerable portion of their burden after which we adjourned  
to a small hill back of the house where we smoked our pipes, sang our songs, . . . and had a jolly time. . . .” 

There are a number of entries regarding the Civil War including the assassination of President Lincoln.  A few of the 
highlights include: 

“Wendal Phillips lectured . . . Subject ‘’The Present Crisis.’ . . . He was in favour of allowing all the Slave States to 
secede and then of cleaning the Constitution so that an honest man can swear to abide by it intending to do so.  
He said the Gulf States would ever come back into the union until they come back as a Black Empire. . . . “ 
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“The 2nd regiment of Conn Volunteers marched from 
Brewsters Park to the Green with flags as the first and 
about 7 P.M. marched on board the Steamer Cahawba.  
In this regiment were the “New Haven Grays” and most 
of the New Haven volunteers.  Most if not all of the 
regiment carried pistols and had the sabre bayonets in 
their guns. . . .   The crowd on the Green this afternoon 
was tremendous. . . .” 

“F. W. Matteson of my class having received a 
commission as Major from the Gov. of Illinois received 
this afternoon a beautiful sword from his class. . . .” 

“The remains of Col. Russell lay in state at the State 
House. . . .  They were escorted by a large military 
procession through the streets. . . . Col Russell fell in the 
battle at Roanoke Is. . . . .” 

“At table this morning J. H. Bishop of Md. Remarked 
that we had tried to incite insurrections in the South & 
that they [had] the right to do the same among us  J. S. 
Millard of Iowa said “you lie you know it – it is not so” 
when Bishop seized his goblet & hurled it at Millard 
who warded it off from his head by raising his elbow. . . 
.  The conversation was respecting the arrest of 
Valandigham.” 

“The drafting for the first ward of this city took place in the State House this afternoon but of the 212 names 
drawn over 80 were students & 32 were members of my class   mine was the Sixth name which came out.  Most 
of the students being enrolled at their homes will be exempted here.  Prof. Dwight & tutor De Forest were among 
the drafted. . . .  Two guns are planted on the Hospital Grounds & the soldiers were all provided last night with 
40 rounds of ammunition & the public which would be most liable to attack was well guarded.” 

Washburn’s medical entries are just as fascinating.  He began treating patients after two years of college, but didn’t 
take up the profession in earnest until he completed his semester of medical training and graduated with a medical 
degree in January of 1865.  Almost all treatments featured “applications” of electricity and records for 108 patients 
are included in the journal; some have full-page, detailed entries.  A few abbreviated examples include: 

“In the latter part of June 1862 I had about 1000 circulars scattered on the outskirts of New Haven and began 
the treatment of patients with the Electro-Galvanic Battery.  Mr. E. M. Wolcott came to me with the Rheumatism. 
. . . He had tried most everything but without avail. . . .  Both his wrists and left shoulder were lame also his right 
ankle which was swollen so that he was unable to wear his boots. . . .  Gave him the second application and the 
last . . . after which the lameness in his wrists was gone, the next day he . . . took a walk in his boots. . . .” 

“I began the treatment of Mrs. M. C. Osborn (colored) . . . the mother of 12 children.  She had much pain through 
the liver . .  . & soreness in the bowels, a bad leucorrhea. . . .   I gave her 20 applications seeing her about every 
other day – after the first three (which were given daily) the vaginal discharge had nearly ceased the lameness 
in her back had entirely gone  her side much better & her bowels regular. . . .” 

“I began the treatment of Miss Sarah Short aged about 15½ years.  She was born with the right arm deformed. . 
. .   The bones of her right-hand & fingers seemed to be without hardness. . . .  I made application of the Battery 
to the arm from one to four times a week. . . .”  Her arm soon commenced to grow in size. . . ..” 

“I returned home yesterday & found Mother had been unable to speak above a whisper for the last 7 weeks.  Dr. 
Lincoln [had] prescribed for her “Blanchords Iron Pills” . . . with no perceptible effect.  This evening I passed a 
moderately strong current from the cervical & upper dorsal region of the back to her throat and chest for about 
15 minutes. . . .  At night I again repeated it & in a few moments after he voice returned. . . .” 
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“Miss Antoinette Turner came to me feeling a great sense 
of disability & much bearing down pain across the 
abdominal region. . . .  At times she has had quite bad 
Leukorrheal discharge.  There was considerable bloat 
across the bowels.  I gave her the first application in the 
sitting position passing the current from . . . the back to 
her liver & bowels &c  . . . which was followed by a sense 
of relief. . . .  [For her second treatment] I placed her on 
the bed with the flat sponge attached . . . at the small of 
the back and . . . attached the other pole [to] the uterus 
& passed the current through the vagina for about 20 
minutes.  The improvement in her feelings  . . . was very 
marked. . . .”  

Washburn’s autobiographical medical history explains why 
and how he developed an interest in medicine, especially 
electrical medicine: 

“Born May 12 1837. . . . January 1, 1840 I enjoyed perfect 
health to all appearance at the time a small pimple was 
served near the end of my spine about the size of the 
head of a pin . . . it again made its appearance in Jun and 
grew somewhat larger of a very purple color and the Physician entertained fears of a thistelae. . . . It again made 
its appearance about the size of a Walnut when it was lanced. . . .  The Physician applied a plaster . . . and gave 
me Iodine to take. . . .  I was attacked with a violent Diarrhea which continued for several weeks.  [Within three 
weeks] I had but little use of my hands my feet being entirely motionless. . . . The physician then visited me 27 
times  remedies used Willow bark boiled strong in water and mixed in Brandy and applied to my back and lower 
limbs   White oak bark . . . in the same way   then my feet was soaked in Mustard water every Night for some 
time.  Blisters and Leaches were applied to my back  Vinigar and flies Alcohall and flies red pepper and Brandy 
steeped were applied to my back and between limbs.  Several sores came out on my back where the blister and 
leaches were applied discharging matter daily for several weeks   during this time I took internal Medicine. . . .   

I could now move my hands a little better . . . and when laid upon the floor I could move a little on my Stomac 
[but]  the cord in my ankle began to contract.  In this situation I was carried to Boston . . . to Dr Hewit . . .  
pronounced my case to be a paralytic affection. . . . my Parents took me to Miss Hunt [and] she directed me to 
bath in cold saltwater daily and rub ambrocation upon my back and lower limbs.  She gave me Medicine to physic 
my blood . . . and directed me to drink Dandelion tea.  After [5 months] . . . I could creep on my hand and knees 
climb up in a chair. . . .  I went to Boston . . . had narrow strips of iron placed [on] each side of my legs running 
under my feet and reaching to the knee which I wore a year. . . .  Miss Hayward . . . thought if I was mesmerized 
and put to sleep I might be cured but this never was tried. . . .  I was cupped at the end of my spine daily . . . and 
she said my kidneys were affected. . . .  I saw Dr Kelly of New York and [received] a Machine made to go under 
my arms to walk in. . . . .  Dr. Cutter . . . thought an electric Machine might prove beneficial . . . if it was used 
under skillful hands. . . . I began to walk on Crutches. . . .  Dr. Ingalls . . . gave me a Brace for my back and some 
Liniment  . . . and for the last year I have used my Crutches all the time.” 

Washburn, a native of Natick, Massachusetts, continued to practice medicine in Cambridge, however he soon 
turned his attention to the sale of medicines and medical equipment, presumably electrical-galvanic devices.   
Some of the other ephemera in this lot relates to his high school and the purchase and sale of homes and offices.  
One manuscript agreement documents the sale of his first practice, Barker Washington & Company, in 1869.  
Online public records and newspaper advertisements indicate that his follow-on medical equipment and 
pharmaceutical business, E. L. Washburn & Company, was well-known throughout the state. 

A unique, detailed look at both 19th Century college life and medical practice. 
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22. [DISPLACED PERSONS & REFUGEES] [IMMIGRATION] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR]  Original comic 
watercolor documenting life aboard a post-World War II U.S. Army ship transporting displaced persons from 
Europe to a new life in the Americas.  By Sulima W.  U.S. Army Transport ship USAT General W. M. Black.  [1948].  

This original line and wash watercolor measures 14.25” x 12.25”.  It is titled “Voyage No 5 Bremerhaven, Germany – 
Valparaiso, Chile” and the name of the ship, General W. M. Black, is prominently shown in the colorful drawing along 
with refugees killing time on their voyage to a new home in South America.  The artist has included an image of 
himself painting a portrait of one of the ship’s crew.  The artwork is in very nice shape.   

By the end of World War II, 20 million people had been driven from their homes.  Some had survived concentration 
camps, some had fled Communist regimes, some were Germans from destroyed cities, but most were slave laborers 
brought to Germany and France to work in factories and build coastal defenses. Despite Allied efforts at repatriation, 
more than 800,000 men, women, and children   remained in camps run by the International Relief Organization until 
1948 when some nations agreed to allow their immigration.  40 troopships of the U.S. Army Transportation Service 
made 150 trips to transport the refugees to new homes in England, Australia, Canada, the United States and South 
America; Chile accepted over 5,100 from a mix of Baltic, Central, and Eastern European countries. 

There are a number of personal accounts of these voyages, bittersweet in that they express a sorrow over leaving 
their homelands forever, but anxiously joyful with the expectation to begin a new life in freedom. All, however, 
express amazement at their time spent aboard the troopships where many ate citrus fruit for the first time and food 
was plentiful and relatively tasty.  Commissaries and exchanges provided soft drinks, sweets, and cigarettes. Often 
dozens of languages were spoken.  And those in charge, the ships crews, IRO staff, and military police provided 
benevolent oversight. They universally describe rough Atlantic seas, the passengers’ constant seasickness, and the 
inescapable resultant malodorous stench as the most unpleasant part of the voyages.  

This drawing shows it all; sunbathing, romance, citrus fruits, kindly crewmembers, an IRO worker, MPs, card-playing, 
seasickness, and smoking under a blue sky and smiling sun. It would appear that the artist, Sulima, was one of the 
refugees as he portrays himself in a painter’s smock and beret rather than a uniform.   

An absolutely unique visual record of the Army’s humanitarian effort to resettle displaced persons following the war.  
As of 2018, nothing remotely similar is for sale in the trade or held by institutions per OCLC.  As well, there are no 
similar auction records in the Rare Book Hub database. 
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23. [FOLK ART] [MILITARY & WAR] [NOSE ART]  Photograph album documenting the wartime life of an Oregon 
family including its fighter-bomber pilot son who was killed in action over Germany; the album includes his original 
artwork of a naked woman intended to be used as “nose art” for his P47D 28 Thunderbolt.  Probably compiled by 
the pilot’s mother, Millie Holm. Oregon and Germany: 1922-1945. 

This scrapbook measures 14” x 10” and contains 
over 400 b/w and faded color photographs and a 
newspaper clipping reporting Lieutenant Wayne 
L. Holm had been shot down in Germany.  There 
are 15 variously-sized hand drawings; thirteen 
are pencil sketches and one appears to be done 
in oil-pastel or wax crayon.  Everything is in nice 
shape.  The photos are mounted with corners; 
the drawings are glued down. 

Most of the photos show Holms, his mother, two 
sisters, extended family, and friends.  However, 
about 65 show him as a pilot in the military.  One 
is a portrait image of Holmes wearing an 
undecorated flight jacket; fix or six show him during pilot training, about 30 show him at home in uniform, about ten 
show him on board a transport or in France, several show his squadron’s base camp among destroyed buildings, and 
one shows him in the cockpit of his bubble-top P47D 28 Thunderbolt.   

However, the importance of this album lies in 
Holm’s preliminary “nose art” designs for his 
aircraft.  The 15 images are drawn on five separate 
sheets.  All but one (a caricature of an American 
Indian brave) show nude women in provocative 
poses.  Four are rather explicit and two of those, 
captioned “Open Wide,” show the woman with 
somewhat phallic shaped bombs.  One sheet 
contains several names Holmes considered for his 
plane: Lucy Lou, Lucy Loo, Lucy Loose, and Lu-Lu 
Lucille, and one, Lucky Luce, with a drawing that 
likely was Holm’s final choice for his aircraft.  
Unfortunately, no photographs of the entire 
Thunderbird are in the album, so there is no record 
of the artwork or name Holm ultimately chose. 

Although the painting of nose art was never 
officially approved during World War Two, many 
commanders turned a blind-eye as it was 
considered a significant morale booster for pilots 
and crews who faced incredibly high odds of being 
shot out of the air on one of their repeated 
missions.  Most nose art was of pin-up type 
women, and planes were given double-entendre 
names related to their paintings.  Often, one 
talented mechanic in a squadron became the 
unit’s unofficial nose artist, however artistic pilots 
or crew members were able to design their own 

images.  It’s unclear whether Holmes drew these sketches himself or whether a member of his squadron provided 
them for his final decision. 
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Holmes immediately entered the Army Air Force after 
graduating from high-school after three years in 1945, a 
practice followed in some school districts during the war.  He 
was assigned to the 371st Fighter Group 405th Fighter 
Squadron, and flew a P47D 28 in missions over Germany.  He 
was shot down by a Messerschmitt 109 on January 2, 1947 near 
Kaiserslautern, Germany when, after his squadron completed a 
bombing mission, he was strafing a railroad train.  For his 
combat service, Holmes was awarded an Air Medal with two 
oak leaf clusters.  He is buried in the American War Cemetery 
at Lorraine, France.  (See Holmes’s record at the online Fields 
of Honor Database and the federal American Battlefields 
Monument Commission.) 

A rare, unique visual record of World War II aviation.  As of 
2018, there is no original nose art (either preliminary drawings 
or painted metal panels for sale) in the trade.  Rare Book Hub 
shows that no original nose art has been sold at auction 
although replica painted nose art metal panels occasionally 
make an appearance.  OCLC shows no institutional holdings of 
original nose art, only photographs, digital images, and recent 
replica paintings. However, one framed piece of preliminary 
nose art was sold by Heritage Auctions in 2010.   
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24. [FOLK ART] [MUSIC] [SCOUTING & OUTDOORS]  Hand-written and hand-illustrated folksong book with music 
and lyrics in both German and English.  Unidentified compiler and artist.  Germany or Pennsylvania Dutch Country: 
probably 1930s. 

This 4.5” x 6” 
hardcover notebook 
contains 140 pages of 
both traditional and 
folk songs—music and 
lyrics--many related 
to camping or hiking.  
55 of the songs are 
German, nine are 
American, and three 
are French.   There is 
an index in the rear.  
Exceptionally well 
done and in very nice 
shape; one page has 
four water spots. 

The American songs 
include Clementine, 
Home on the Range, 
Blow the Man Down, 
Kookaburra, and 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot.  The German songs include De Hamborger Veermaster, Blankenstein Husar, Buben im 

Feuerkreise, Kameraden wir marschieren, Flamme empor, and Die Regenfrau.  The French songs include Alouette. 

Quite a well done, unique song book that must have taken many, many hours to create. 

$750  Read’Em Again Books #9208  
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25. [FREEDOM OF SPEECH] [LAW & CRIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [POLITICS].  Satirical “Salt River” type handbill 
advertising a probably fictional “Freedom of Speech,” anti-Lincoln, pro-McClellan campaign rally featuring a 
balloon ascension and speech by the exiled Ohio politician Clement Vallandigham.  Unidentified place, publisher, 
and year, but probably somewhere in Ohio shortly after the Presidential election of 1864.   

The small broadside measures 6.5” x 9” and 
features a large image of a balloon ascension.  The 
thin, fragile paper has been expertly backed with 
silk tissue.  It is lightly soiled with a chip at the 
bottom margin affecting a few words of the text. 

The text reads in part: 

“You are respectfully invited to accompany the 
Peace Makers in their Ariel Flight to the Land of 
Rest. / Where there well be Freedom of Speech 
[and] Freedom of the Press, to print what we 
Please, — Lawful, Immoral, Treasonable or any 
other species of Information. / Our nightly dreams 
will not be haunted by the Spectre Ghost of Old 
Abe nor our day dreams, by the Fear of Tyranny. . 
. . / The Mourners will provide Crape and Grey 
Butternut Clothing, at their own expense. . . . /  
The McClellan Campaign Song, will be Sung 
immediately after starting. / Vallandigham will 
address the Audience, supported by Pendleton, 
and letters from prominent men, such as Jeff 
Davis, Breckenridge and others will be read.” 

Clement Vallandigham was a member of the House 
of Representatives from Ohio who led the anti-war 
Copperhead faction of the Democratic Party during 
the Civil War.  A major thorn in the President’s side, 
he was arrested in May, 1863 for giving a speech at 
Mount Vernon, Ohio in which he referred to “King 
Lincoln” while expressing “sympathy for those in arms against the Government of the United States, and declaring 
disloyal sentiments and opinions, with the object and purpose of weakening the power of the Government in its 
efforts to suppress an unlawful rebellion.”  When he was sentenced by a military tribunal to imprisonment for the 
duration of the war, his numerous supporters became enraged.  Not wishing to create a martyr in Northern territory, 
President Lincoln, released Vallandigham from prison and exiled him to the Confederacy.  Vallandigham soon 
escaped by a blockade runner and set up a headquarters in Windsor, Ontario, where he campaigned for the 
governorship of Ohio.  Although he won the Democratic nomination in a landslide, he lost the general election.  In 
June of 1864, Vallandigham returned incognito to Ohio and gave a speech at a campaign rally (perhaps the event 
noted in this handbill).  When President Lincoln took no action, he then openly attended the Democratic Convention 
in Chicago as a delegate from Ohio. Although initially enamored by General McClellan’s candidacy, after McClellan 
rejected Vallandigham’s “peace plank” in the party platform, Vallandigham withdrew his support and stopped 
campaigning on McClellan’s behalf. The style of this handbill is similar to the “Salt River tickets” that were issued to 
ridicule political opponents after they had been vanquished in an election.  Perhaps, this was issued by Ohio 
Republicans after Lincoln defeated McClellan in 1864, and Vallandiham became a political non-entity. 

Quite scarce.  As of 2018, there are no other examples for sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub shows no auction 
results for this handbill, and OCLC locates only two institutional holdings, one at the Lincoln Presidential Library and 
one at the Library Company of Philadelphia. 

$1,000  Read’Em Again Books #9212    
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26. [LAW & CRIME] [WOMEN]  A two-part hand-written accusation of bastardy made by a woman against the 
putative father of her young child.  Made by Sally White of Taunton against Charles Baylies of Dighton.  
Massachusetts: 1803. 

The first page of this document is Sally White’s formal charge against Baylies as being her child’s father.  The second 
is a transcript of her “examination” by a justice of the peace.  Both measure about 6.25” x 8”, and are in nice shape. 

White’s charge reads: “To The Justices of The Court of 
The General Sessions of the Peace Now Holden at 
Taunton in and For The County of Bristol on the Monday 
next Preceding The 2nd Tuesday of September 1803. 
Complaints of Sally White of Taunton aforesaid 
Singlewoman that about the last of May or The first of 
June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
& two, She was begotten with child By Charles Baylies of 
Dighton is a County Labourer & the same child has since 
been born alive& is a Bastard, wherefore she prays This 
Hon. Court to examine this complaint & to adjudge the 
Said Charles to be the reputed father of said Child, 
agreeable to the Statute in that case made & provided. 
by N. Tillinghast . her atty” 

The transcript of White’s examination reads: “The 
Voluntary Examination of Sarah White taken on Oath 

Q 1st. Are you with Child of a Bastard? Ans: Yes 

2. Who is the Father of the Child? Ans. Charles Baylies of 
Dighton 

3 Where did he beget you with Child? Ans. At my Fathers 
House, 

4th About what time did he beget you with Child? Ans. 
About the last day of May, or some time in the beginning of Jun. 

5  Upon the Oath you are about to take, have you any Doubt about Charles Baylies being the Father of the Child?  
Ans. No 

Sally White 

Taken Signed & sworn to Febry 5th 1803. 
Before me Foster ]Lovish?] Jus. Pax” 

The accusation statement and examination questions conform to Massachusetts law in 1803.  The next step in the 
process was for the court of “sessions [to adjudge Baylies]the reputed father of such child, not withstanding his 
denial, and stand charged with the maintenance thereof, with the assistance of the mother, as the justices . . . shall 
order . . . to save the town or place, which might be otherwise chargeable with the maintenance of such child, free 
from charge for its maintenance; and may be committed to prison until he finds sureties for the same. . . .  (See A 
Compendium and Digest of the Laws of Massachusetts, 1809.) 

By the turn of the 18th Century, Massachusetts was no longer focused on punishing either male of female “sinners” 
(although they were still seen as such) for the crime of “fornication.”  Rather, its Bastardy Law simply ensured that 
supporting an illegitimate child and its mother would not be a burden placed upon the state’s citizens, but rather 
that it would be the responsibility of the father that brought the child into the world. 

Scarce.  As of 2018, there are no similar American documents for sale in the trade, although there is an 1826 record 
of the trial of two women for the murder of one’s bastard child.  There are no auction records of similar document 
found at the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC identifies four institutions holding similar document. 
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27. [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] An exceptionally detailed Spanish-American War two-volume diary kept by 
an officer aboard the U.S. Navy’s first-ever repair ship which saw action in the decisive Battle of Santiago de Cuba 
and was instrumental in repair and salvage operations that followed.  Kept by Charles E. Littlefield. Cuba, 1898. 

Both volumes of this diary measure 5” x 8” and contain 
a total of 38 text pages.  Volume one was never bound; 
volume two has a string binding.  Both are in nice 
shape with light soiling to the covers.  There is some 
minor insect predation at the lower left cover corner 
and first page of volume one.  A transcript is included. 

The U.S.S. Vulcan was the U.S. Navy’s first-ever repair 
ship.  Originally built in 1884 as an iron-hulled civilian 
steamship known as the Chatham, it was purchased by 
the navy in 1898, christened the Vulcan and rebuilt to 
include a full machine shop with forges and foundries. 
She fought with distinction during the Battle of 
Santiago Bay.  In addition to repair U.S. vessels 
damaged in combat, the Vulcan performed salvage 
and repair work on several captured Spanish ships 
following the battle. During the four months she 
served in Cuba, the Vulcan repaired over 65  hulls, pipes, pistons, gun mounts, and countless smaller fittings for over 
60 ships.  The ship proved so valuable that the U.S. Navy commissioned a second repair ship to serve its Pacific Fleet 
and “led the Navy to build specialized repair ships, as well as destroyer and submarine tenders, to provide mobile 
repair facilities [that] were used to great effect during World War II.”  (See Wikipedia.) 

In addition to its regular crew, over 100 skilled mechanics and craftsmen served aboard the vessel.  Littlefield was 
one of them.  Although Callahan’s List of Officers of the Navy of the United States and the Marine Corps from 1775 
to 1900, shows that Littlefield was commissioned as a Lieutenant on the day after the Vulcan’s commissioning when 
it set sail from Boston to Cuba, his diary makes it clear that he and the other repair staff neither considered 
themselves or were considered as fully part of the Regular Navy.  A few of the diary’s highlights include: 

“July 1 . . .  At 10.15 witnessed a bombardment of a fort and 2 batteries by the New York and several smaller 
vessels.  Went nearer than [a] mile from Moro Castle . . .  Had to be ordered away by the Massachusetts. Went 
back and had to be ordered a second time out of danger by the New York. . . .  July 3. Cevera’s fleet made a run to 
get out of Santiago and were destroyed with great loss.  One man being killed on the American side.  Tug Hornet 
came along side to be repaired.  It had been in fight at Mansanilla against great odds without loss of life.  Main 
steam pipe cut in two by shell of which I have a piece where shell went through. . . .  July 12 – Oregon and Mass. 
Sailed for Santiago today to bombard it.  Worked hard all day. . . .  July 17 – Worked from 7 to 12 then went with 
a party of 12 in one of our boats around the bay.  Went aboard the Mass and went all over it. . . . Heard story of 
Hornets fight at Mansanillo July 18.  One man sunk 3 gunboats in nearly as many minutes.  No one killed and 7 
spanish gunboats destroyed. . . .  July 22 . . . Saw a New York paper with an account of the Vulcan sinking the 
Vizcaya. . . .  July 26 – Work rushing in order to get the battleships ready to sail. . . .  July 28. – Started to work in 
ship fired blower eng.  Made bushing for New Yorks motors.  Started to bush reg. pulley for Indiana dyn. eng. . . .   
Sept 3 – Men working on Sandoval.  Doctor gives them whiskey and quinine when they come back on board.  She 
is tied up alongside and it will be a wonder if we do not all get Yellow fever. While on our portside acting as a chief 
machinist was a man named Kelly (still another Medal of Honor awardee). . .” and many more details about repair 
and salvage work as well as fascinating accounts of daily life, crew misconduct, deaths from drinking wood alcohol, 
bartering with a “hard looking lot” of Cubans found making cigars in a cave, and meeting the heroic sailors who 
would later receive Medals of Honor for attempting to block the Santiago harbor by scuttling the USS Merrimac. 

Unique.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub shows nothing similar has ever been 
sold at auction, and OCLC show nothing similar held in any institutional collection.  A truly rare and historically 
valuable first-hand account of the U.S. Navy’s first-ever repair ship in its first combat action. 
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28. [MEDICINE & NURSING] [MILITARY & WAR] [WOMEN]  Photograph album documenting the service of Base 
Hospital 49 (the Nebraska University Hospital) during World War One.  Compiled by “A. R.” (probably Nurse 
Anna L. Roggensees).  Allerey, France: 1918-1919. 

This album measures 8.25” x 5.75” and 
contains 64 6.75” x 4.75” b/w photographs 
mounted one per page.  All of the 
photographs are captioned.  The photographs 
and pages are in nice shape.  The album’s front 
cover is monogramed, “A. R.” and shows some 
wear. A review of the unit roster shows only 
two ‘A.R.s’, Roggensees and a private. 

This is the most impressive World War One 
hospital album we have ever seen.  While A. R. 
included photos of a number of officers and 
nurses, its historic value lies in the dozens of 
photographs showing every aspect of the 
facility’s operation to include its medical, 
ancillary, logistics, and administrative 
services.  Most of the photos include patients, 
soldiers, nurses, and local civilians in positions highlighting the operation or use of equipment and facilities.  
Apparently, A. R. made rounds taking pictures and she was not shy about asking people in the wards, surgeries, 
clinics, kitchens, warehouses, etc. to hold a pose while she snapped their image. Images include: 

Outside views of the buildings, tents, streets, and railroad tracks that made up the complex, 

Operating rooms, the EENT operatory, the laboratory, X-Ray department, the dental clinic, and the pharmacy,  

General, pneumonia, orthopedic, and “nut” (neuropsychiatric) wards,  

Medical supply and quartermaster offices and storage, the incinerator, sterilizers, and the “cookie killer,” 

Kitchens (dietetic, general, and officers”) and mess halls (patient, officer and enlisted), 

Senior officer, junior officer, and non-commissioned officer rooms and enlisted barracks, 

The officers’ lounge, the Red Cross Hut, and the chaplain’s staff, and much more. 

During World War One, most American base hospitals were grouped together into hospital centers along the lines 
of communication.  Base Hospital 49—a thousand-bed facility which was staffed primarily by faculty and students 
of the University of Nebraska’s medical school—was located at the Allery Medical Center along with six other 
hospitals (five base hospitals and one evacuation hospital).  Together they had a normal operating capacity of 10,000 
beds.  All of the hospitals were able to double their capacity if the need arose; the most patents served by Base 
Hospital 49 on a single day was 1,950 on November 10, 1918.  Hospitals assigned to a medical center were each 
assigned to perform specific types of care.  Number 49 was tasked with providing care for “grave surgical cases,” 
neuropsychiatric patients, “otolaryngological” problems, and soldiers with influenza and pneumonia.  (See online 
records at the Amy Medical Department’s Office of History and at the Nebraska State Historical Society. 

A truly wonderful visual tour of a World War One American hospital, showing what was then—although primitive by 
today’s standards—cutting-edge, first-class military medical care.  Exceptionally scarce.  As of 2018, nothing similar 
is for sale in the trade. No similar American hospital albums have been sold at auction per the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC 
shows no similar non-digital albums or collections although two institutions hold Army nurse scrapbooks with some 
photographs relating to their service.  The Library of Congress and the Army Medical Department hold a number of 
individual photographs of base hospitals, and the Nebraska State Historical Society holds some records and 
photographs related to Base Hospital Number 49. 
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29. [MILITARY & WAR] [OREGON TRAIL] [PHILATELY]  One-page Mexican-American War letter from a newly 

appointed ensign in the Missouri Volunteers as his unit prepared to depart Camp Lucas in Missouri on the Great 

Platte River Road in route to establishing Fort Kearny for protection of the Oregon Trail.  John V. Masters to the 

Honorable C. Masters.  Camp Lucas (St. Louis), Missouri to Warren Court House, Pennsylvania: 1847. 

This one-page stampless folded letter measures 15.5” x 

10” unfolded.  It is dated “Camp Lucas May 30th 1847.”  

The cover must have been delivered by hand, outside of 

the postal system, as it is unfranked and bears no 

postmarks.  It is in nice shape.  A transcript is included as 

is a copy of Masters’s service summary showing he was 

assigned to Lt. Col. Powell’s Missouri Volunteers. 

In the letter John Masters informs his father that he has 

been appointed an ensign in “1st Battalion of St. Louis 

Volunteers, Comp (E)” and will be departing for Santa Fe 

the next morning.  He asks his father to pay a $15 debt he 

incurred with a St. Louisan and informs him to address 

future letters to him in care of the battalion at Santa Fe, 

noting that mail for Santa Fe departs St. Louis on a monthly 

basis.   

Masters’s official military records show that he had 

enlisted as a private in Lt. Col I. E. Powell’s Battalion of 

Missouri Mounted Volunteers (also known as Mounted 

Battalion Missouri Mexican War Volunteers and later as 

Powell’s Battalion Oregon Volunteers)  just two week before.  When the unit was organized, it was originally 

intended to travel to New Mexico via the Santa Fe Trail to fight in the Mexican-American War.  However, Congress 

had recently determined that a Regular Army force was needed to protect pioneers from attacks by Native 

Americans while traveling to the Northwest along the “Oregon Route.”   So, the battalion was diverted from its Santa 

Fe assignment and instead charged with protecting the Oregon Trail until a Regular Army unit could be deployed.   

By May 30th, the battalion had assembled at Camp Lucas on James H. Lucas’s pasture just west of the St. Louis city 

limits at what is now 12th Street (Tucker Boulevard) and Olive Street.  Public records (United States Congressional 

serial set, Issue 2711) reflect that by December, the battalion had marched through Fort Leavenworth to a point on 

the Missouri River known as Table Creek (now Nebraska City) where it established winter quarters.  It broke camp 

in April of 1848 and marched west along the Great Platte River Road where in June it established a fortification—

which it christened Fort Childs—on the south bank of the Nebraska (Great Platte) River just below the head of Grand 

Island.  While there, Lt. Col. Powell concluded a peace treaty with the four confederated bands of Pawnee Indians: 

the Grand Pawnee, Loups Pawnee, Republican Pawnee, and Tappage Pawnee.  The battalion remained at Fort Childs, 

which had been renamed Fort Kearny, until October of 1848 when its term of service expired, and it was relieved by 

a Regular Army unit after which it was mustered out of the service.  Although the battalion never made it to New 

Mexico, Congress eventually approved Mexican-American War pensions for its surviving members in 1889. 

While Mexican-American War mail from units deployed via the Santa Fe Trail to fight in and defend New Mexico are 

scarce, correspondence from the first military unit sent to protect the Oregon Trail and establish an Army post that 

eventually became Fort Kearny appears to be non-existent other than this letter.  As of 2018, no correspondence 

from this unit is for sale in the trade, and no other correspondence from the unit has appeared at auction per ABPC 

and the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows no institutional holdings of correspondence from this unit. 
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30. [MILITARY & WAR] [WOMEN]  Thank-you letter from Fanny Ricketts, one of the “most famous women of the 
Civil War” to an unidentified regimental commander who provided assistance while she helped her husband, 
General James B. Ricketts, recover from life-threatening wounds received at the First Battle of Bull Run 
(Manassas) and his subsequent incarceration in a Confederate prison.  Fanny Lawrence Ricketts.  Head Quarters 
Ricketts Brigade (located near Fredericksburg, Virginia): 1862. 

In this two-page letter to an unnamed regimental commander, 
probably serving in Ricketts Brigade, Fanny sends her thanks for 
his securing a sidesaddle and providing it for her use in the final 
days of her husband’s recovery from life-threatening wounds and 
his captivity as a prisoner-of-war and also requests he provide 
transportation to the railroad, probably for her return to 
Washington, DC.   

“I return the side-saddle you so kindly obtained with many 
thanks for the pleasure it has offered me and my sincere regrets 
at an unexpected departure preventing me bidding our farewell. 
. . .   The General begs me to ask you to send your regimental 
ambulance here at 12 and to take me to the Cars.” 

At the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas) on 21 July 1861, Captain 
James Ricketts served as the commander of an artillery company, 
who was shot four times and captured when his guns held their 
ground until overrun by Confederate infantry.  Shortly after the 
battle, Fanny was first informed of his wounding and soon 
thereafter was told he had died by an officer who presented her 
with his sword and dying words, “Give this to my wife; tell her I 
have done my duty to my country, and my last words are of her 
and our child.”  However, she was also informed that James’s body 
had not been found on the battlefield.  Immediately she traveled 
from Washington to the battlefield and secured a pass 
from J.E.B Stuart, a pre-war friend, to travel to search 
for him, or his remains, behind Confederate lines.  
Amazingly she found him in at a small Confederate 
hospital, among piles of amputated limbs, cadavers, 
and patients at death’s door.  She began nursing him 
back to health and when he was transferred to a 
Richmond prison, she received permission to be 
incarcerated with him and continued nursing him 
there, until he was exchanged in December 1861 for a 
Confederate colonel and placed on convalescent leave.  During his incarceration and recovery, Rickets was promoted 
to Brigadier General for his battlefield heroism.  In April 1862, although not yet fully recovered, he was assigned as 
a brigade commander in the Department of the Rappahannock. Fanny again accompanied him to his new post and 
continued his care until late May when she returned to Washington.  (See Fanny Ricketts Diary or any one of a 
number of her biographies for more information). 

Not only a unique record from one of the most famous women of the Civil War, but one directly related to the care 
she provided to her wounded and imprisoned husband.  As on 2018, no first-hand Fanny Rickets material is for sale 
in the trade.  No auction records of first-hand Fanny Ricketts material are found at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC 
shows no institutions holding any first-hand Fanny Ricketts material. 
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31. [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] Confederate officer’s letter sent while a prisoner-of-war at Johnson’s Island 
to his sister in Montgomery, Alabama.  Lieutenant A. T. (Albert Taylor) Goodwyn.  Johnson’s Island, Ohio: 1864. 

This one-page Civil War Confederate officer’s prisoner-
or-war letter was sent by Lieutenant A. T. Goodwyn to 
his sister, Mrs. S. D. Oliver, in Montgomery, Alabama.  
It is dated “Johnson’s Island, O. / Oct. 24, 1864.”  The 
envelope shows Goodwyn’s return address as a camp 
prisoner, and an oval Johnson’s Island censor stamp is  
on the reverse..  A handwritten annotation “Via Fort 
Monroe” is in the lower left front corner.  The 
envelope was postmarked on October 25 at Sandusky, 
Ohio and franked with a three-cent Washington stamp 
(Scott# 65) to pay postage from Sandusky to Fort 
Monroe.  The front also shows a straight-line “Due 10” 
handstamp indicating that Goodwyn’s sister would be 
required to pay the 10-cent Confederate postage fee 
when it arrived.  The stamp has been cancelled by a 
pair of circular Richmond, Virginia postmarks.  

Goodwyn’s letter is upbeat and newsy and references 
his captivity.  It reads in part: 

[I am] much gratified to know that Bro. Sam was 
not wounded, as reported, but well and with the 
Army.  I often long to be with him and share the 
dangers and privations. . . .  I do not anticipate such 
good luck but expect to continue my residence on 
Johnson’s Isle for a year or two to come, unless I am blessed with 
bad health and get off on the sick list or succeed in a special 
exchange. . . .  Tell “Dud” to study hard for he will be called from 
school to a different sphere before long.   

Johnson’s Island was located in Lake Erie, just off the coast from 
Sandusky.  It initially served as a prisoner-of-war camp only for 
Confederate officers but later also held enlisted personnel, political 
prisoners, spies, guerrillas, and bushwhackers.  During its three years 
of operation from 1862 to 1865, the camp held more than 15,000 men.   

In January 1861, Goodwyn enlisted as a private in the South Carolina College Cadets, a militia group and it is likely 
that he participated in or at least observed the bombardment of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor.  He later returned 
to Alabama and joined Company E of the Battalion of Sharpshooters of the Forty-fifth Alabama Infantry, which 
evolved into Company K of the Fifty-eighth Alabama Infantry. He was promoted within the ranks and by May, 1863 
was a second lieutenant.  He saw action during the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Campaigns later that year and 
was captured at the Battle of Missionary Ridge.  Goodwyn was sent to Johnson's Island and, while there, promoted 
to captain. He remained in prison until June 1865, when he took the Oath of Allegiance to the Union and was 
released. Goodwyn finished college at the University of Virginia, graduating in 1867, and returned to Alabama where 
he married the granddaughter of former President John Tyler and held a variety of political positions, culminating 
with a term in the U. S. House of Representatives.  In 1928, Goodwyn was elected to be the commander in chief of 
the United Confederate Veterans.   

While all prisoner-of-war envelopes sent from Johnson’s Island are uncommon, those with their original letters are 
very scarce.  This is an excellent example of a prominent Southerner’s prisoner-of-war letter and its original envelope 
with Union postage paid by an adhesive stamp and a Confederate postage paid with "Due 10" marking.  
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32. [MILITARY & WAR] [NATIVE-AMERICANA] [WOMEN] An amazing archive relating to the childhood of Marie 
TLINGIT 

 Baker, a concert performer and daughter of a career Army officer, who grew up in 19th century military posts in 
the American West.  Compiled by Marie Sweet Baker with much material about General Owen Jay Sweet and 
Sweet family and friends as well as a tintype photograph presented to Marie by Elizabeth “Libby” Custer.  Primarily 
the Dakotas, Minnesota, and Montana with some material related to Texas, Oklahoma, and the Philippine Islands.  
1870s-1920s 

This exceptional Indian Wars-era collection of over 100 photographs, manuscript 
memoirs and letters, postal covers, newspaper clippings, and other items related 
to the childhood of Marie Sweet Baker, her father General Owen Jay Sweet, and 
their family.  Transcripts are included for most of the manuscripts. 

In the very early 1880s, shortly after Mary Sweet was born in Elmira, New York, 
she, her mother, and sister traveled via the Missouri River to join her father, 
Lieutenant Sweet, at Fort Hale in the Dakota Territory.  The family lived at Fort 
Hale, where Sweet’s Regiment, the 25th Infantry, provided oversight for the Red 
Cloud Sioux Agency, the Brule Sioux Agency, and the Crow Creek Indian Agency.  
In late 1882, the family was reassigned to For Snelling, Minnesota where they lived 
for about four years until they moved to Fort Meade, South Dakota in 1886 where 
they remained for three years until being reassigned to Fort Custer Montana.  

Marie went on to become a 
dramatic opera soprano and 
performed before large crowds 
including free concerts to 
servicemen during World War I.   

Owen Jay Sweet joined the Army in 
1862 and fought at Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg; 
He was the first officer to enter the Confederate fortifications at 
Savannah after the fall of that city.  Following the War, he became one 
of the first officers assigned to the newly formed African-American 
25th Infantry Regiment, which gained fame and the sobriquet Buffalo 
Soldiers during the Indian Wars.  He served with the 25th for 30 years 
in Oklahoma, Texas, the Dakota, Minnesota, and Montana.  Following 
the Spanish-American War he served on the Headquarters Staff of the 
Army of Cuban Pacification and subsequently as the Military Governor 
of the Sulu Archipelago in the Philippine Island.  He was promoted to 
Colonel and appointed as the commander of the 28th Infantry 
Regiment in 1903 and retired in 1909.  Colonel Sweet died in 1928 and 
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  

While the preponderance of material in this archive relates to those years, items relating to Owen Sweets service in 
the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and the Occupation of the Philippines are also included.  Some of the 
highlights include: 

A 47-page manuscript memoir written by Marie Sweet Baker on Hotel Endicott (New York City) stationery, 
probably around 1921 that details her life on western Army posts during the Indian War era.  This includes daily 
life at Forts Hale, Snelling, Meade, Yates, and Custer and notes about 

Native American chiefs, important soldiers and politicians, and famous westerners  (Geronimo, Spotted Tail, 
Old Iron Nations, Grant, Arthur, Sheridan, Logan, Buffalo Bill, Wild Bill Hickok, Texas Jack, etc.) 

Participating in a Sun Dance, the Golden Spike celebration in St. Paul, and the Pullman Railroad Strike of 1894, 

Vacationing (Minnehaha Falls, White Bear Lake, Lake Minnetonka, Yellowstone),  
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A 4th of July celebration attended by “the whole Crow Nation in their gorgeous finery, beaded leathers, war 
bonnets, war paint of every hue,” and  

Marie’s debut as a singer at a post chapel.     

She also recounts receiving a letter from the Sultan of Sula along with two fabulous pearls during the time her 
father served as the Military Governor of Sulu Archipelago.  

A six-page letter with mailing envelope from Owen to Marie written at Letterman General Hospital circa 1921 in 
which he helps her to remember childhood events for use in her memoir. (She incorporated much of this 
content.)  It includes considerable detail discrediting the claim by Curly, Custer’s Crow Scout, who swore he 
survived the Little Big Horn battle.  Sweet was not alone in this opinion as he notes that when “talking with other 
old Crows about [him] each shook his head, scrugged his shoulders & grunted out either an ough or exclaimed  
“Curly high dam liar.” 

A tintype of an Army post 
with several African-
American soldiers that 
was presented to Marie 
by Elizabeth “Libby” 
Custer.  The photograph 
is enclosed in a postal 
envelope addressed in 
Custer’s hand with her 
manuscript “E. B. Custer/ 
71 Park Ave” return 
address along with a note 
in Custer’s hand that 
reads “Dear Mrs Baker / I 
hope this will get to you 
safely  EB” It is likely that 
Libby Custer became 
acquainted with the 
Sweets when Owen’s unit 
installed the gravestones 
(which still stand today) over the remains of 7th Cavalry troopers who had been buried where they fell at the 
Battle of the Little Big Horn.  Although a modern note included with the photograph suggests it is of Fort Abraham 
Lincoln (the 7th Cavalry’s home at the time of the battle), it is far more likely to be of one of the places (Forts 
Hale, Snelling, Meade, etc.) where the 25th Infantry had been stationed. 

A one-page fragment in Owen’s hand relating his experience transporting supplies through the Cherokee Nation 
in 1873 and his acquaintance with “Chief Cherokee Johns [and] his 2 young women daughters.  Owen notes that 
“He was a courteous man & dressed minus Indian garb.  His house was nicely furnished . . . close to American 
style. . . .  He had a piano in the house [and] I was told the 2 young women . . . could play.  

A one-page letter from Owen to Marie, dated 12 Febry 1904 on Headquarters, Army of Cuban Pacification 
stationery in which he announces, “How does the above heading strike you.  It looks pretty good, don’t it . . .  
Well it is so: tis true.  I am here and today in Command of an Army . . . temporarily until Genl Barry arrives.” 

Several excerpts from handwritten letters to Marie, one asking for “all the Custer news” and others with rather 
primitive sketches of military life including a tennis match, Marie singing on a stage, the Chapel at Fort Custer, a 
map of a military post (presumably Fort Custer), etc.  

Other items include: 

A notebook written in two different hands containing Owen’s “Sulu Language Translations” for numbers, months, 
days, foods, weapons and simple phrases.  It is accompanied by other papers with more translations. 
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23 other photographs of family, friends, and acquaintances taken between the 1870s and 1917 including  

An early 1870s cdv taken at Chihuahua, Mexico showing Owen and two fellow lieutenants in dress uniform,  

An early 1870s cdv from Elmira, New York of Mary’s two 
grandmothers,  

An 1880 cdv of Owen and five fellow officers taken at 
Fort Hale,  

An 1886 cabinet card portrait of Marie Sweet,  

A commercial cabinet card of ‘Steps,’ a Nez Perces 
warrior who fought with Sitting Bull,  

A cabinet card of Major Force, a friend from Fort 
Snelling who was killed at the Battle of Santiago,  

An RPPC of the Sweet’s Los Angeles home in 1909, and  

A 1920s snapshot of Chief White Feather (Teyet Ramer), 
a grandson of Sitting Bull. 

A group of 23 newspaper clippings including seven 
articles about Owen Sweet’s military career and personal 
life, four articles about the Sultan of Sulu and his gift of 
pearls, four heavily annotated (probably by Owen) 
articles about Curly and the Battle of Little Big Horn, and 
an annotated (probably by Owen) map of the Gettysburg 
battlefield. 

A manuscript poem, “To Mother,” written by Marie’s 
sister Mabel circa 1890 while at Fort Custer on stationery 
featuring an embossed Indian warrior in the upper left 
corner.  The poem is annotated, “My darling died Sunday 
morning at 1-48 o’clock just -9- nine years ago since she 
wrote, and dedicated this little poem to me.” 

Other ephemera including eleven blue circa 1900 
cyanotype-like prints showing Jolo and the Sulu 
Archipelago including military facilities and a 23rd Infantry 
Regiment guard mount., postcards related to Buffalo Bill, 
a postal cover from Germany, an 1886 menu card from a 
Loyal Legion dinner, a magazine article about the Sultan 
and culture of Sulu, a collection of clover leaves from the 
Sweet house at Fort Custer, and more. 

The memoir and other manuscript material are in nice shape.  
Some of the photos are worn and two have been mended; 
almost all have been annotated on the reverse.  All of the 
clippings are toned; many are brittle at the edges.  The 
Buffalo Soldier tintype presented to Mary by Libby Custer 
tintype has sharp, clear images with some minor abrasions, 
denting, and general wear.   

An amazing and absolutely unique collection of items saved 
and compiled by a woman that vividly portrays her coming of age at military posts in the American West near the 
end of the Indian Wars.  Nothing remotely similar is for sale in the trade.  No auction results for other similar 
collections showing at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  No similar collections are held by any institutions per OCLC. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9147  
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33. [MILITARY & WAR] [ZIMMERMAN TELEGRAM] Two albums documenting an 11th Cavalry Regiment trooper’s 
service on the U.S.-Mexican border following Pancho Villa’s attack on Columbus, New Mexico, primarily at 
Calexico, California where the unit prevented potential German incursions following the decoding of the 
Zimmerman Telegram. Compiled by Daniel J. Collins.  Mexico, California, Kansas, and Georgia: [mostly 1916-1920]. 

Both albums measure 10”x 7”, and together they 
contain 74 pages filled with approximately 400 
variously sized photos, real photo postcards, and 
newspaper clippings.  Although some photos are 
from Collins pre-military life in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, the preponderance of images are from his 
service with the K Troop, 11th Cavalry Regiment, 
along the Mexican border, at Camp Funston, 
Kansas, and at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia.  Most of 
the photographs are captioned in the image.  The 
contents are mostly in very good shape; the 
albums show wear and the cover of one appears 
to have been mended. 

The 11th Cavalry was sent to Columbus, New 
Mexico in 1916 following Pancho Villa’s raid, and 
it joined General Pershing’s Punitive Expedition into Mexico where it fought in several engagements including the 
last combat cavalry charge made by the U.S. Army.  Although the albums contain no photographs of the fighting in 
Mexico, they are loaded with later images from the Calexico, California and Mexicali, Mexico where Collins’ troop 
was stationed upon its return from the incursion in February, 1917 after a telegraphic memorandum by the German 
Foreign Secretary Alfred Zimmerman was decoded by British intelligence.  

Some of the highlights include: 

The 11th Cavalry in camp and on mounted marches through the desert, 

Troopers breaking “bad actors,” and caring for, riding on, and performing tricks with their horses, 

A full-gear show-down inspection, 

Troopers practicing with .45 caliber pistols, Model 1913 Sabers, and what appear to be M1917 Enfield Rifles, 

The regiment marching in a Liberty Bond Parade at El Centro, California, and 

The infamous Owl Cantina in Mexicali which at the time was the world’s largest gambling house, bar, and bordello.  
It could hold three thousand patrons, and it boasted 35 poker tables (plus a number of other tables for keno, 21, 
and monte), six faro and roulette wheels, and dozens of cribs where 220 “whores . . . Anglos, Mexicans, Blacks, 
Orientals, Indian peoples, [and] mixed bloods” plied their trade.  

In Zimmerman’s memo, he proposed a German-Mexican alliance in case the U.S. entered World War One on the 
side of the Allies, promising that “Mexico [would be able to] recover [its] lost territory in New Mexico, Texas and 
Arizona. . . .”  At the time, the British Navy had bottled-up much of the German merchant fleet at the Gulf of California 
port of Santa Rosalia, and the United States was concerned about possible espionage, sabotage, or arms deliveries.  
So, a detachment of the 11th Cavalry including K Troop, was stationed on the border at Camp John Beacom in 
Calexico, California (the nearest border crossing to the German fleet) where they continued border duty until 1920.  
(See ktroop.com, “11th Armored Cavalry Regiment History” online at The Blackhorse Association, and Vanderwood’s 
Satan’s Playground.) 

A vivid pictorial history of the U. S. Army’s service along the Mexican border to protect California from German 
incursions during World War One.  Possibly unique.  No similar albums are for sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub 
shows no similar album having been sold at auction, and OCLC shows no similar albums held by any institution. 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9195  
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34. [MILITARY & WAR] [TRAVEL]  Photograph album documenting an American family’s pre-World War II visit to 
Germany that inadvertently documented the Wehrmacht’s remilitarization of the Rhineland in violation of the 
Versailles Treaty and Locarno Pact.  Compiled by the Young family.  Germany, 1935-1936. 

This small (5” x 3.5”) album contains 50 2.5” square b/w 
photographs.  Most of the photos have been inserted in the 
pages’ mounting pockets, although a few appear to have been 
fixed in place with a dab of glue or paste.  Most are captioned 
on the page.  The album and the images are all in nice shape. 

This album was compiled by the Young family during the 
second half of their trip to Germany to visit relatives. (I didn’t 
win the auction for the other album, but it provided the 
family’s surname.)  41 of the photos show the Youngs with 
family members and touring (Strasburg, the Rhine, Alsace-
Lorraine, the Black Forest, etc).  Two of the touring images are 
of the impressive World War One war memorial at Julich, 
Germany (which the Nazis surmounted with a giant swastika 
when they came to power) that was leveled along with 97% of 
the city by Allied bombing in 1944. 

Nine of the images show the German army arriving and assembling at the domplatz in front of the Cologne Cathedral 
on 7 March 1936. (The captions misstate the date as 6 March, but that was a day before the reoccupation began.)  
One powerful image shows a German civilian displaying a gigantic Nazi flag from a building’s upper floor above the 
soldiers below. 

Following Germany’s defeat in World War One, it 
was forced to demilitarize and withdraw from its 
western territories per the peace agreements of 
Versailles and Locarno.  This, along with political 
maneuvering by France and the Soviet Union to 
further isolate Germany, antagonized the 
defeated Germans. With the rise of the Nazis in 
Germany and the Fascists in Italy, Hitler and the 
leadership of the Reichswehr (the small Allied-
permitted forerunner of the Wehrmacht) began 
to evaluate the possible reoccupation of the 
region.  Gambling that the French, who had 
recently withdrawn their army from the 
Rhineland would not attempt to prevent him, 
Hitler ordered his small force of nineteen 
battalions to cross the Rhine and secure the 
territory.  In response, the Rhineland’s civilian 
population went wild with delight.  As the soldiers 
arrived in Cologne, a huge crowd spontaneously 
formed on the square to congratulate the 
soldiers, showering the men with flowers.  Priests from the Cathedral ran to the troops to provide blessings.  Caught 
by surprise, France failed to confront the Germans, and it became clear to Hitler that the Allies would be unlikely to 
use force to thwart his future moves.  (See Wikipedia.) 

A unique visual record of Cologne’s remilitarization composed by American tourists who happened to be in the right 
place at the right time.   Exceptionally scarce.  As of 2018, no similar vernacular images of the Rhineland’s 
remilitarization are for sale in the trade.  There are no auction records of similar items per the Rare Book Hub, and 
OCLC shows no institutional holdings of similar photographs. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9211 
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35.  [NATIVE-AMERICANA] [PHILATELY] [RELIGION}[WOMEN] Small archive of letters from members of the Tlingit 
tribe to the husband-and-wife missionaries who were principally responsible for the founding and initial operation 
of the Sitka Mission School and Cottages.  Mrs. Eaton Hunter and Mrs. Urllie Wells to Mr. & Mrs. Alonzo E. Austin.  
Sitka, Alaska to New York: 1907-1913. 

This lot consists of four different letters to the Austins, two 
from Mrs. Hunter and two from Mrs. Wells.  Two of the 
letters, one from 1912 and one from 1913, are enclosed in 
their mailing envelopes which are franked with red 2-cent 
Washington stamps (Scott #s 332 and 406) that have been 
cancelled by a circular Sitka postmark with killer bars.  The 
four letters are in nice shape; the rear of both envelopes 
were damaged during opening. 

Alonzo E. Austin arrived in Sitka in 1879 and began teaching 
a day school for white and Russian children.  The following 
year, he and his family reopened a defunct Presbyterian 
mission school for Native Americans.  Initially the school 
was located on the top floor of the military guard house but 
it eventually relocated to the old Russian hospital building.  
In 1881, another missionary-turned-business man secured 
about 160 acres, probably by cashing in Civil War veteran 
land script, which he donated to the school, and by the end 
of 1882, Austin and his students had constructed 
classrooms and a boys’ dormitory.  A girls’ dormitory was 
built in 1884, and by 1888 two hospitals, and three houses 
of the Cottages settlement for families had been erected.  
A flume for electricity, a carpentry shop, and agricultural fields were also established.  In time the school became 
the Sheldon Jackson College, the oldest institution of higher education in Alaska.  The Cottages settlement was 
designed as a “model” community to house former students and their families in an “American” setting separate 
from their native villages while allowing Tlingit traditions and language to continue. 

These four letters,written to the Austins after they had returned to New York, are from women who had attended 
the mission school, married fellow alumni, and settled in The Cottages.  Their letters, although containing some 
spelling and grammar errors, are well written and reflect a more than rudimentary master of English.  They also 
repeatedly express their religious devotion and their gratitude to the Austins: 

“How ofton we think of you and Mr. Austin in Sunday every and I will tell you in every pray meeting most of the 
people would pary for Mr Austin   it seem the people will never forget him till our Lord comes, and I also will tell 
you about the Children  we been lost all of them   we had a little girl about six years old and a baby boy one year 
old  the Lord has been good to us   all this years in our sorrys hes been comfort us and I shall work for the Master. 
. . 

I never forget you and Mr Austin   I got your pitcure both of you.  I was very glad to get it. . . .  We and Mr Hunter 
are very well and just the same as will you were here.  I remember Mr Austin use to preach to us yet the Hymns 
We sing it in indains words. . . .  .  I belive We will see each other in heaven in our fathers house. . . . 

I know you never forget us. . . .  I tell the words that you use to preach to us to other people. . . .  I know that 
there will be a time We will see each other in heaven.” 

Quite scarce.  As of 2018, no other correspondence between Tlinglit tribe members and any former Sitka 
missionaries (much less the founders of the Sitka mission school) are for sale in the trade; neither has any appeared 
at auction per ABPC and Rare Book Hub Records; nor is any held by institutions per OCLC.  However, a microform 
collection of the early Sitka missionary, Sheldon Jackson, is available at the University of Alaska, the Alaska Historical 
Society, and two other institutions. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9146 

 



(To place an order or to see enlarged or additional images, please click on the inventory number or first image in each listing.) 

 

36. [NATURAL DISASTERS] [SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE] [WOMEN] An exceptional lot of correspondence sent 
by two sisters to their mother with a detailed first-hand account of the San Francisco Earthquake and follow-on 
relief efforts.  Ora “Ett” Higgins Hudspeth and Jessie Higgins to Mrs. C. A. Higgins.  Oakland to Adin, California: 
1906. 

This lot consists of two letters and one relief-
work picture postcard.  A six-page letter 
(without an accompanying envelope) from 
“E.H.,” Ett Hudspeth, is dated “April 30 ’06.”  A 
two-page letter dated May 26, 1906 from 
“Oakland Relief Camp No. 2.) is enclosed in an 
“Oakland Relief Committee” envelope 
postmarked in Oakland on the same day.  A 
picture postcard with a photogravure of 
women and children in a food line is franked 
with a blue-green 1-cent Franklin stamp (Scott 
#300) and postmarked in Oakland on June 10, 
1906.  The postcard illustration bears the 
printed caption, “The Great San Francisco Fire. 
April, 18, 1906 / No. 1 Relief Station Distributing 
Fresh Meat.”  All are in nice shape; a stamp has been torn 
from the envelope and the postcard has a light, pressed-
out crease.  Transcripts included. 

The letters provide details of the earthquake, fire, 
subsequent looting, and relief camps.  They read in part: 

“The first big shock came about five oclock when I 
woke the house was just going every which way, and 
the most awful rumbling noise I ever heard it was just 
simply awful.  Ernest got out of bed some way but 
could only hold on to the bed as tight as he could and 
then could hardly stand up.  I could not get Baby out of 
her bed so I was in bed and so was baby until it was all 
over.  The top of the chimney all fell down, and it 
seemed that every thing in the house was breaking.  
We went in the pantry after it was over and took a 
shovel and got up nearly two dish pans full of broken 
dishes and jars.  The medicine chest door came open 
and about half the bottles fell out and broke.  We were 
nearly scared to death.  I thought we would be killed 
every second and my only thought was to get Baby in 
my arms.  Oh it was a terrible thing.  Some people cried 
some prayed and some screamed just simply paralyzed with fright. . . .  It broke our cupid and moved the piano 
away out from the wall.  And just think we have had about forty shocks since some of the pretty hard ones too. 
. . . 

And just think they are going to work right now building the city up again.  I wouldn’t want to live there because 
I would be afraid of a tidal wave. . . .  Oakland would have burned just the same as S.F. if the earthquake had 
have shaken the water pipes out of order as it did in that city, but as it happened the water pipes were all right 
here   we had a great many fires here as it was.  It was awful to see the city burning, and to know thousands of 
people were left homeless and hungry and for about two days they could not get a drop of water some places.  
And places like that, and there on top of it all the rain just poured down after the worst of the fire was over.  So 
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many people went insane.  Women went insane and 
carried the little dead bodies of their babies around in 
their arms for two days and then would fight and 
refuse to give them up to be buried.  And the worst of 
all were the people who looted the dead bodies stole 
their rings cut off their fingers to get them.  The 
soldiers just shot them like dogs.  They shot 20 in one 
hour.  The also shot a great many innocent people also. 
. . . 

Santa Rosa was all destroyed, shook down and burned 
a great many people were killed there.  Palo Alto was 
all destroyed but the Berkley University was not hurt.  
San Jose was all shook down, but not many were killed 
there.   

I don’t know where that St Agnews asylum is but I 
believe a great many were killed there and the rest 
escaped. . . .  It was awful sad to go uptown here and 
see thousands of people hurrying along carrying a little 
bundle all they had left some came over here with no 
clothes on at all only a blanket around them. . . . 

There are about 400 people in this Camp, another 
camp joins this, containing a thousand or more.  This 
is the old Hearst Camp but he turned it over to the military.  So now we are now under military control.  The 
soldiers here are regulars and know their business.  I guess the national guard have all gone home where they 
belong. 

The other morning the whole camp had to line up and be vaccinated.  I was vaccinated again and presume I’ll 
have another such time as I had before.  There is small pox, mumps and scarlet fever in the Camps. But every 
precaution is used so I don’t think it will scatter. . . .One of the Drs. and a nurse (both from this Camp) married 
and a big wedding supper was given in their honor.  It was grand.  It was served in courses, but we ate it from 
tinware.  We have a negro waiter here.” 

The Santa Clara Valley’s St. Agnews Asylum referenced in the letter, known at the time as "The Great Asylum for the 
Insane,” was completely destroyed by the earthquake.  117 staff members and patients were killed there, and the 
Daily Palo Alto reported: "The position of the people in Agnews is critical; a number of insane persons having escaped 
from the demolished asylum, are running at random about the country." 

Ora “Ett” Higgins Huldspeth and her husband Charles “Ernest” Hudspeth, both schoolteachers in Oakland, survived 
the earthquake and fire along with their daughter Baby Ernestine.  Jessie Higgins, Ett’s younger sister, worked as a 
volunteer in one of the twenty relief camps sponsored by the Oakland Chamber of Commerce (Relief Camp No. 2 at 
Adam’s Point) that housed over 60,000 refugees. 

Both of the women were daughters of Curtis A. Higgins one of the founders of Adin, California.  He settled in Modoc 
County in 1874 and immediately established a passenger and mail stagecoach service between Susanville and Big 
Valley.  Newspapers in later years described Higgins as a wealthy “stockman and orchardist.” 

Very scarce first-hand accounts of the earthquake and relief effort from a decidedly female perspective.  As of 2018, 
there is one boy’s diary for sale in the trade that includes a short first-hand account of the disaster, but not to the 
same level of detail as in these letters and without any mention of the relief effort.  There are no auction records 
listed at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub for any similar materials, and there is no record of a similar “Relief Station” 
postcard having ever been sold on eBay.  OCLC shows six institutions that have first-hand letter accounts of the 
earthquake in their collections; all but one are written by men, and none reference the relief efforts. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9158 
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37. [THEATER & ENTERTAINMENT]  An Irish playbill advertising a performance of King Lear by “Mr. Roberts the 
Celebrated American Tragedian” at the Theatre Royal in Dublin.  Dublin: L. & E. Mac Donnel Printing, 1857. 

This playbill measures approximately 9.5” x 19.5”.  It is printed in blue on very thin, 
fragile paper.  It is complete but has the edge-wear expected of a mid-19th century 
theatrical broadside.  Lightly soiled. 

James B. Roberts, a contemporary of Edwin Booth, debuted in 1836 in the title role 
of Shakespeare’s Richard III at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia and soon 
became one of the premier tragedians in the United States.  From 1857 to 1858, he 
toured—to mixed reviews--throughout Great Britain, including appearances at 
Drury Lane.  Some critics allowed that while only a satisfactory performer when 
compared to British actors, he was still very competent and probably one of the 
best tragedians the U.S. had to offer.   

This rather scarce playbill advertises an 1857 performance by Roberts in King Lear 
at the Theatre Royal in Dublin.  As of 2018, there is one other playbill from Roberts 
British tour for sale in the trade.  The Rare Book Hub shows no auction results for 
similar playbills, and OCLC shows none held in institutional collections. 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #9188 

 

 

 

38. [THEATER & ENTERTAINMENT] [WOMEN] Playbill for a theatrical production based on Charles Reade’s 
potboiler novel, Foul Play and, more importantly, announcing an upcoming performance of Lotta Crabtree.  
Boston: F. A. Searle, Pinter, [1868]. 

This playbill measures 8.75” x 19.5”.  It is printed on very thin, fragile paper and 
features a stirring illustration of a shipwreck.  It is complete but with the expected 
wear of a 19th century broadside.  Two tape repairs on the reverse. 

Charles Reade was a popular 19th century author who was favorably and 
frequently compared to Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Wilkie Collins, Bulwer-
Lytton, and Swinburne.  In 1868 his publisher paid £2,000 for Foul Play, a “greatly 
daring ‘sensation’” novel about a wrongly convicted clergyman sentenced to be 
transported to an Australian penal colony who became romantically involved with 
an aristocratic woman after they were shipwrecked alone – Oh, the horror – on an 
uninhabited island.  See the Dictionary of National Biography. 

The playbill also announces an upcoming performance of a soon-to-be superstar, 
Lotta Crabtree (“Who will make her first appearance in one of her characters”), a 
beautiful and talented ingénue and protégée of Lola Montez.  With 
encouragement from Montez, who was a Grass Valley California neighbor, Lotta 
became a sensational child performer during the Gold Rush.  In the 1860s, she 
embarked on an Eastern tour which led to international stardom, and she became 
the most popular and highest paid actress of the 1870s and 1880s. 

Rather scarce. As of 2018, one other—but un-illustrated—playbill for Foul Play is 
for sale in the trade,   Rare Book Hub shows no Foul Play playbills having been sold 
at auction.  OCLC identifies two Foul Play playbills held by institutions. No other 
early (1860s) Lotta Crabtree playbills are for sale in the trade or listed in OCLC; 
Rare Book Hub shows that only one has been sold at auction. 
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We hope you’ll be able to visit us at our last show of 2018: 

Boston International Antiquarian Book Fair, Massachusetts – 16-18 November 
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