
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Kurt A. Sanftleben, LLC 
  Read’Em Again Books  

  Catalog 18-3 – Summer 2018 

Item #33 – Folk art pencil drawings related to the Presidential Election of 1860 and the 

Secession of South Carolina.  Unidentified artist. Unidentified location: dated “March 4th 1861” 
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accepted but will incur an additional fee.  
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Institutions, established customers, and ABAA members may be invoiced; all others are asked to prepay. 
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1.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [CRIME & LAW] [MURDER] [PIRACY] [SLAVERY] [TOBACCO] Letter to Philadelphia from 
a Richmond woman discussing local news including a conflagration at a tobacco factory, the execution of pirates, 
and the famous murder of an overseer by the slave, Jordan Hatcher.  From Mary J. Parker.  Richmond, 1852. 

Three-page letter with minor wear, dated April 16th 
1852, reporting some of the most important events 
that occurred in 1850s Richmond: 

“We had a large fire here last week.  Mr Ross’s 
tobacco factory.  It was a new factory just built 
last month or so.  His loss is from 800 to 1000 
dollars.  Supposed to be caused by an incendiary. 
. . .  Next week there will be two pirates executed 
for the murder of the mate and attempt to 
murder the captain, their names are Reed and 
Clements. . . .  On the 20th of this month a negro 
will be hung for killing his overseer which 
happened not long ago in one of tobacco 
factorys.  So you perceive that our city is getting 
almost as bad as the Northern cities. . . .”  

The W. B. Ross Tobacco Factory was totally destroyed 
by the fire.  Although Ross’s insurance only covered 
$6,000 of his $8,000 loss, he rebuilt the factory on 
the same site.  It was used as hospital during the Civil 
War.   

Thomas Reed and Edward Clements were crew 
members on a trading schooner, the I. B. Lindsey.  
The pair murdered the ship’s first mate and a passenger and severely wounded the captain with a pistol shot to his 
neck.  After ransacking the vessel, they unsuccessfully scuttled the ship before escaping to Venezuela.  After weeks 
of negotiation, the Venezuelan government extradited the pirates who were taken to Richmond where they were 
hung at the “gibbeting grounds” in a spectacular public execution replete with a “death pageant” including “heavy 
chains and irons” and specially-made black shrouds the men wore during a parade to the gallows escorted by militia 
units decked out in their finery.  Although the hanging was well attended, many leading citizens including some 
newspaper editors were appalled by the event and began to campaign for an end to these public execution parties. 

Jordan Hatcher was one of several thousand contract slaves who lived among Richmond’s African-American 
freedmen and poor whites. As such, he was not expected to bother his owner, Mrs. P. O. Godsey, in any way.  Rather; 
it was up to him to provide for his own lodging, secure his own meals, and directly receive his wages of which a 
portion was turned over to Godsey.  On January 15, 1852, Hatcher argued with his factory overseer, William P. 
Jackson, who had reprimanded him for shoddy performance in removing stems from leaves. In response, Jackson 
began to whip Hatcher repeatedly with a cowhide thong.  In defense, Hatcher picked up a nearby iron poker and 
used it to bludgeoned Jackson’s head.  All of the witnesses at Hatcher’s murder trial were slaves, and after all but 
one testified against him, he was convicted and sentenced to be hung.  Hatcher’s lawyer appealed to Governor 
Joseph Johnson, arguing that Hatcher had a right to defend himself from the overseer’s blows.  Many white citizens, 
who had long believed the lenient contract system encouraged slave misbehavior and crime, demanded that the 
governor reject the appeal warning “insubordination amongst the negroes . . . has been manifested for several years. 
. . .  This evil has become so great that the managers . . . can now rarely correct [them] for the greatest offences, 
without hazarding their lives.”  In the end, Johnson, perhaps also inspired by the growing distaste for public 
executions, commuted Hatcher’s sentence to “transportation,” that is, he was sold into exile outside of Virginia’s 
borders.  Following Johnson’s decision, citizens surrounded the Governor’s mansion, threatening to hang him 
instead of Hatcher, until they were dispersed by the state militia.  An important result of the Hatcher case was the 
precedent it set that, in some cases, slaves had a legal right to self-defense in resisting oppressive treatment.  

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9100 

 



 

2. [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [CRIME & LAW] [PHILATELY] Lengthy letter sent by a minister requesting 
reimbursement from a wealthy rice planter for care provided to a very sick, abandoned slave child.  From Thomas 
E. Leadbetter to Colonel Lews O’Bryan.  Charleston, South Carolina to Waltherborough, South Carolina: 1854. 

This four-page stampless folded letter measures 
15.5” x 9.5”.  It is dated 25 May 1854 and 
postmarked with a blue circular “5 cts” postmark 
from Charleston.  The letter is in nice shape, 
however one blank panel has been excised with 
no harm to either the text or postal markings.  
Transcript will be provided. 

In this letter Leadbetter recounts how the 
owners, the Roweles, abandoned a very sick 
slave child to his care after the death of the 
infant’s mother, Sere.  He beseeches O’Bryan, at 
the time a very active public figure in Colleton 
County, to reimburse his expenses although he 
had rejected a previous request “on the grounds 
that it was brought to [Leadbetter’s] place 
without the consent of the owners.”  Leadbetter 
declares that he “was astonished to hear” this 
claim by the Roweles and explains that the 
Roweles 

“were repeatedly notified to take it away and 
failing to do so they are bound to pay for the 
trouble and expense of maintaining it during 
the time they left it on my hands.  I ask only 
a reasonable amount for this.  I could not 
permit the child to suffer for want of care and 
food which the owners neglected to supply.  
After due notice from me, through their 
neglect, the burden was cast upon me and they are now bound to pay for it.” 

Leadbetter relates that he realizes that he is unlikely to recoup his expenses except through “litigation,” and informs 
O’Bryan that: 

“I am fully aware of the position you occupy in this case. . . .  You stated your surprise that the child had not yet 
been removed.  [However] Mr Charly Rowele came down to my house and said he could not take the child [and] 
was not willing to keep it [and that] I should be paid.  What was I to do with the child, it remained while you had 
to send Mr. Thos Rowele for it, who [told me] that the child would be paid for by you as you . . . had paid the Dr’s 
bill for Sere. . . . [Also I] have been conversing with just Christian friends who knew the matter . . . and I am aware 
[of] your talk to Mr. Ch Rowle that I ought not to have been burdened as I was.” 

It is unclear whether Leadbetter expected O’Bryan to personally compensate him or facilitate his reimbursement 
with public funds, however in a post script, Leadbetter requests that further correspondence be directed to “A. 
Roulain Esq.” of Charleston. 

Little about Leadbetter is found in public records except that he was a minister.  O’Bryan was a wealthy rice planter 
and a long-serving member of the South Carolina militia.  At the time of this letter he was the Commissioner of 
several Colleton District offices and its representative in the South Carolina legislature. 

Fascinating insight into antebellum Southern thought regarding the ethics and responsibilities of slave owners, not 
so much to their slaves who were simply regarded as property but to the community at large. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9075  

 



 

3.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [GOLD RUSH] [PHILATELY]  A Langton’s Pioneer Express mail cover sent to Negro Hill, an African-
American mining settlement during the California Gold Rush.  Mailed to Charles Champion from an unidentified sender.  
Nevada [City, California] to Negro Hill, California, 1856. 

This 3-cent red on buff Nesbitt 
envelope (Scott #U10) bears an 
additional printed Langton’s 
Pioneer Express mail “Paid” 
frank printed in black.  It was 
cancelled by a blue “Wells, 
Fargo & Co. Express, Nevada” 
oval postmark in blue and sent 
to “Negro Hill (Near Mormon 
Island).”  A pencil annotation, 
“Nov. 26, 1856” is at the left 
edge.  No letter.  Edge wear. 

African-American participation 
in the California Gold Rush has 
been often overlooked, 
although black miners sought 
their fortunes almost from its 
very beginning.  The first black 
prospector, a cook named 
Hector who deserted from the 
USS Southampton which was serving as a supply ship for U.S. forces occupying California following the Mexican-American War, 
found $4,000 in nuggets not far from Monterey in 1848.  his discovery was followed shortly thereafter by one of the richest strikes 
of anyone by an African-American miner known only as Dick, who mined $100,000 worth of gold in Tuolumne County only to lose 
it all in San Francisco’s gambling dens. 

Two African-Americans from Massachusetts, one a man named Kelsey, first began mining at Negro Hill in 1849, not far from 
where gold was originally discovered at Sutter’s Mill on the south fork of the American River.  Their diggings were successful and 
in early 1850, San Francisco’s Daily Alta California reported, “About four miles below Mormon Island on the American River, there 
have been new diggings discovered which prove to yield exceedingly well.  They are called ‘Nigger Diggings’ from the fact that 
some colored gentlemen first discovered them.” 

Their success drew other black prospectors to the area, and two years later, after another significant strike was found nearby, 
two enterprising African-Americans opened a general store and boarding house around which a concentration of black residents 
formed a community known as Little Negro Hill.  By 1855, Negro Hill’s population had grown to over 400 predominately black 
residents interspersed with a few Chinese, Portuguese, and white American miners. For the most part, the community lived in 
harmony, however racial tensions developed during the presidential elections of 1856 as most of the white miners supported the 
pro-slavery Democratic candidate James Buchanan over the free-state Republican, John C. Fremont.  At one point a group of 
white and black miners clashed, and an African-American man was killed.  The white miners, who were alleged to have instigated 
the fight after a night of drinking, were arrested and brought to trial at Coloma but found to be not guilty in part, at least one 
historian has claimed, because at that time in California, blacks were prohibited from testifying against whites.  As with most 
placer mining camps in the Sierra foothills, the gold around Negro Hill was exhausted by the 1860s, and the last resident 
abandoned the community in 1874. 

Samuel W. Langton founded Langton Express in February 1850 with a route from Marysville up the Yuba River to Downieville 
(where its headquarters were based) via Grass Valley and Nevada City. In February 1855, he sold out to Adams and Company, but 
that company soon failed and by March, he reformed Langton's Pioneer Express, which continued in operation for almost another 
ten years. The company served many mining camps by both mule and pony and included connections with Wells Fargo as well as 
steamboat service to San Francisco. 

A very scarce testament to African-American participation in the Gold Rush made all the more valuable by philatelic evidence 
documenting the unusual conjunctive use of Langton’s Express and Wells Fargo mail services to send a letter to the most 
important African-American mining camp in California. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9099  

 



 

4.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [SLAVERY & ABOLITION]  [WOMEN}  Eight issues of the pioneering freedmen’s journal, The 
National Freedman, including Vol. 1, No. 11, announcing the “Abolition of Slavery,” printing the text of the 13th 
Amendment, and reporting the ejection of Sojourner Truth from a Washington D.C. streetcar.  New York: National 
Freedman’s Relief Association, 1865. 

Freedman organizations 
began to spring up in the 
North following President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation.  Their goal 
was to help provide 
assistance to slaves that 
had been freed when 
Union forces occupied 
Confederate territory.  
With the South’s defeat, 
the number of these 
associations increased. 
The National Freedman 
was the monthly journal 
of one the most 
important.    

This grouping of eight 
includes Volume 1, issues 
number 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
and 11.  Most have some 
minor soiling and edge 
wear.  There is some 

minor marginal insect predation to several issues. 

Issue No. 11 contains the first printing of the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution which 
officially abolished slavery throughout the country.   It was published three days before Congress adopted the 
amendment on December 18, 1865 and includes the text used by the Secretary of State, William Seward, certifying 
its ratification. 

Perhaps more importantly, the issue also contains an account by a 
leader of the abolitionist movement and Underground Railroad, 
Laura Smith Haviland, describing Sojourner Truth’s forcible ejection 
from a Washington DC streetcar.  Truth’s victory in her subsequent 
legal suit forced desegregation of the city’s transportation system. 

Also of import is issue Number 4 of 1 May 1865 which is distinguished 
by black mourning borders on the front and rear cover.  The first 
seven pages are devoted to the funeral of Abraham Lincoln including 
“Colored Men in the Procession.”  

A very scarce publication.  As of 2018 no issues of the National 
Freedman are for sale in the trade. ABPC and the Rare Book Hub show 
only two similar runs of this journal have been sold at auction over the past 100 years.  OCLC reports no similar runs 
held by institutions although Yale has two issues (Volume 1, Number 2 and Volume 2, Number 9) and the British 
Library has three (Volume 1, Numbers 2 & 3 and Volume 2, Number 1).   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9060 

 

 

 

 



 

5.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [RECONSTRUCTION] [WOMEN} Freedwoman’s labor contract between John Colmen 
Chapman and Let Chapman.  Jackson, Clarke County, Alabama: 1866. 

This manuscript freedwoman’s 
labor contract measuring 8” x 10” 
was executed on 1 January 1866 
for the period of one year and 
signed by John C. Chapman and 
by a former slave, Let, whose “x” 
mark was witnessed by E. W. 
Duche and A. M Calir.  The 
contract is in nice shape, and a 
transcript will be provided. 

Following the end of the Civil 
War, plantation owners and 
slaves alike found their previous 
economic structure in complete 
collapse.  As a solution, the 
Freedman’s Bureau, a quasi-
military federal organization that 
had been established to protect 
emancipated slaves and expedite 
their transition into free society, 
oversaw a system of contractual 
employment between slaves and 
their former masters.  Generally, 
throughout the cash-strapped 
South, these were agricultural 
share-cropping agreements in 
which freedmen received 
quarters, fuel, and rations in 
exchange for working on their 
“landlords’” plantations, often 
with a cash payment to be 
provided at the end of the year. 

In this contract, Chapman, hires 
Let for “labor to commence on 
the 1st day of January 1866 and expire on the 31st day of December 1866 (inclusive).”  Let’s work, probably domestic, 
is not specified other than “render[ing] such service as said John C. Chapman may reasonably require of her.” In 
compensation, Chapman agreed to “furnish her with comfortable Quarters and a sufficiency of good and substantial 
food.”  Additionally, upon completion of the contract, Chapman agreed to “pay said Let Sixty ($60) Dollars in the 
currency of the Country on the 1st day of January 1867.” 

Surviving freemen’s labor agreements are scarce, but formal freedwomen’s contracts are even less common. Far 
fewer freedwomen’s contracts were created for a number of reasons including the Bureau’s usual insistence that 
wives be included within their husbands’ contracts and landowners’ reluctance to contract with women who had 
children or were of child-bearing age.  (See Farmer-Kaiser’s Freedwomen and the Freedmen’s Bureau).  

As of 2018, no other freedmen or freedwoman labor contracts are for sale in the trade.  Although ABPC and the Rare 
Book Hub show four freedmen’s labor contracts have been sold at auction in the past 35 years, only one 
freedwoman’s contract has been sold during the same period.  Similarly OCLC shows four institutions hold 
freedmen’s labor contracts, but none have freedwomen’s contracts in their collection.   

SOLD     Read’Em Again Books #9061   

 



 

6.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [EDUCATION] [MILITARY & WAR] A Medal of Honor awardee’s West Point property 
log and scrapbook that includes considerable information about the U. S. Military Academy’s first African-
American cadet.  Compiled and recorded by Frank West.  West Point, New York: 1868-1872. 

Two volumes.  One is West’s West Point 
property log.  The other is a class notebook 
from a senior cadet, Edmund S. Holden, 
which West repurposed into a scrapbook.  
The property log measures 5.75” x 8.5”.  The 
scrapbook measures 8” x 10”.  The 
scrapbook has some glue stains.  There is 
some edge wear to the property log, 
heaviest at the spine ends.   

West served as a cavalry officer and was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions 
in combat against the White Mountain 
Apaches.  Holden, who graduated in 1870, 
became a mathematics professor at the 
Naval Observatory, the President of the 
University of California, and, eventually, the 
director of the Lick Observatory. 

Although West’s property log is a fascinating 
and comprehensive record of every item of 
clothing, equipment, or supply issued to 
(actually, purchased by) West while at West 
Point, the scrapbook is even more 
interesting and important.  Several pages 
contain lecture notes and drawings, 
presumably made by Holden.  The clippings 
and ephemera saved by West are even more 
enlightening and include news about the 
academy, army, military ordnance, leaders, 
and things of importance to a cadet such as the quality of Meerschaum pipes and “Devilling Plebes.”  

Most fascinating of all are four long, detailed news accounts 
about West’s classmate, James W. Smith, a former child-slave 
from South Carolina, who became the first African-American 
cadet to attend West Point following an aggressive campaign by 
the carpetbagger politician, Solomon L. Hoge.  

The articles recount Smith’s isolation and hazing, his claims of 
harassment and assault, findings by investigators that most of his 
claims were false or exaggerated, the court-martial of Smith and 
a white cadet for fighting with “water dippers” at a spigot, 
Smith’s second court-martial for “conduct prejudicial to good 
order and discipline,” his portrayal in the Republican press as 
“martyr to race and color,” the other cadets’ “indignation” about 
political pressure exerted on Smith’s behalf that resulted in what 
they saw as exceptionally lenient treatment, and General O. O. 
Howard’s and the Secretary of War’s silencing of West Point 
officers who “although they dare not publically say so, shared the 
same feelings” of indignation.   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9062  

 



 

7.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [AVIATION] [CIRCUS] [FAMILY LIFE] [FARMING]  Photograph album documenting an 
Ohio farm family’s life including images of African-American roustabouts erecting tents for a Barnum & Bailey 
Circus as well as of Harry Atwood’s hydroplane rides over Lake Erie.  “Property of Fred J Hildebrandt.” [Vicinity of 
Toledo, Ohio]: circa 1910-1913. 

This faux leather album measures approximately 
7.5” x 6” and contains 50 photographs (two of 
which are cyanotypes).  The photos vary slightly 
in size, but most are about 5.5” x 3.5” inches.  
The album is identified as the “Property of Fred 
J Hildebrandt” inside the front cover, and six of 
the photos have captions.  The photographs are 
all glued to album pages which has caused some 
to become a little ‘wavy.’  Although they are 
generally clean, a few show some light soiling 
and edge wear.  It appears that some may have 
been relocated within the album.  The album has 
some light wear; its pages are all attached, but 
some appear to have been tipped in. 

Public records show Hildebrandt as living in northwest Ohio in the 
vicinity of Toledo, and his photographs provide a vivid view of early 
20th century Midwestern farm life.  Images include farmhouses, 
barns, horse-drawn wagons and buggies, automobiles, steam 
tractors, cattle, ducks, horses, chicken feeding, cutting wood with 
a large crosscut saw, cornfields, gardens, a woodpile, family 
members, etc. 

Of special interest are three photos of a Barnum and Bailey circus visit: one of an elephant and two of African-
American roustabout gangs driving home tent stakes.  More importantly, three other photographs document a 
barnstorming visit of famed early aviator Harry Atwood offering hydroplane rides in his aero-yacht over Lake Erie. 

A wonderful record of early 20th century Midwestern farm-life made more desirable by the inclusion of important 
early aviation and African-American circus images. 

$300  Read’Em Again Books #9076  
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8.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [AGRICULTURE] [TOBACCO] Collection of photographs showing an African-American 
family who apparently owned a tobacco farm near Petersburg, Virginia.  [Petersburg}: 1940-1950s-1960s]. 

A collection of 22 photographs ranging in size from 1.5” x 1.25” to 
5.75” x 3.5”.  18 are b/w, 4 are in color.  The black and white group 
looks to be from the 1940s or 1950s; the color photos from the 
1960s.  All are in nice shape. The b/w photos are slightly unfocused. 

This group of photographs was purchased at an antique mall near 
Petersburg, Virginia in the heart of Virginia’s tobacco country.  
Additionally, Petersburg has an extraordinarily rich African-
American heritage.  At the time of the Civil War, the city and 
surrounding area had one of the largest free African-American 
populations in both the state and the union. 

The family pictured in these photographs appear to be relatively 
wealthy and most likely the owners of their own tobacco farm.  The 
b/w images show family members working in their fields, at their 
tobacco barn, and posing with their automobiles. The color images 

show family members holding tobacco leaves and three male members riding on a tractor and trailer. 

A very nice collection of images showing a relatively prosperous family of African-American tobacco farmers in Jim 
Crow Virginia. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9077  

 

  



 

9.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR] World War II panoramic photograph of Company G, 9th Colored 

Quartermaster Training Regiment.  Camp Lee, Virginia: September, 1942. 

This panoramic photograph measures 32.5” x 10.5”.  It had been stored “rolled” but easily lays flat.  There are two 

3” creases that are beginning to split and a 4” section along the top margin that shows some insect predation.  Some 

toning to the reverse where the rolled photo had been exposed during storage. 

The photograph shows the entire company of African-American enlisted soldiers and their white officers seated on 

bleachers.  It is titled, “Company ‘G’, 9th QM Training Regiment / Camp Lee, VA., September, 1942.”  The men are 

divided into platoons on the bleachers, and under each platoon is list of the soldiers assigned. 

Camp Lee was first established as a World War One training post near Petersburg, Virginia, for the 80th (Blue Ridge) 

Division, a draftee division composed mostly of men from Virginia, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  Following the 

war, the Camp Lee property was transferred to Virginia and designated as a game preserve.  After the Second World 

War broke out in Europe, the site was reactivated in October of 1940.  Initially used as a medical training site, by 

February of 1941 the camp had become the home of the Quartermaster Replacement Training Center for enlisted 

personnel and was soon joined by the Quartermaster School for officers and non-commissioned officers. 

During World War Two, African-American soldiers were predominantly assigned to Quartermaster and Engineer 

units.  As noted by Rielakowski in African American Troops in World War II, “while it might be imagined that such 

troops would require a fair amount of specialized training, they generally needed nothing more than physical 

strength and the ability to operate a motor vehicle. . . .  The first units . . . were generally less well trained than those 

that followed. . .”   

This photograph is of one of the first African-American training cohorts.  The 9th Colored Quartermaster Training 

Regiment was the first African-American training unit to form at Camp Lee in late 1941, just before Japan attacked 

Pearl Harbor.  The men in this photograph probably entered the army in the first part of 1942 and were near the end 

of their training when it was taken.  Soon, they would be reassigned to units that would be deployed overseas and 

play a major role in storing, transporting, and distributing the food, fuel, clothing, and ammunition need to supply 

the army’s combat divisions. 

Quite scarce.  As of 2018, no similar panoramic photographs of African-American training regiments are for sale in 

the trade, and neither ABPC nor does the Rare Book Hub show any records of completed sales.  OCLC identifies only 

one similar photograph (which happens to be in similar condition) of a different company in the regiment from May, 

1942 that is held at Emory University. 

This photograph can be shipped “rolled” (which could aggravate existing wear) free of charge.  It can also be shipped 

flat for an additional fee.  Buyer’s choice. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9078 

 



 

10.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [FAMILY LIFE]  African-American Family Photograph Album.  Probably compiled by 

Matthew Alexander Person.  Franklinton, North Carolina: 1940s-1950s. 

This 6.5” x 4.5” album contains 
about 50 b/w photographs 
ranging in size from 1.5” x 3” to 
5” x 3.5”.  Most are vernacular 
snapshots; about a dozen look 
to be photo-booth or 
professional portraits.  Three 
are hand-tinted.  About half are 
mounted using photo corners 
and half are glued in place.  
Some leaves are separated by 
tissue guards.  The majority of 
images are identified or 
captioned.  Most are in nice 
shape; a few have creasing.  The 
album is soiled and worn; the 
closure strap has perished. 

The likely compiler and location were identified from public records.  Ten of the images show Person and army 
buddies after he enlisted at Fort Bragg in 1942.  Other images are of his mother, siblings, aunt, cousins, and friends.  
One photo is of a proud, young, pregnant woman with her blouse hiked-up and slacks slipped below her waist to 
show off her belly. 
 

A nice visual record of a mid-20th Century African-American family from North Carolina.  

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9079  

  

 



 

11.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR] [WOMEN]  Collection of photographs and ephemera compiled by 
an African-American member of the World War II WAAC (Woman’s Army Auxiliary Corps).  Probably compiled by 
either Miriam Wheeler or Herlyne Leonard.  Fort Des Moines, Iowa: circa 1943 

This grouping consists of 13 b/w photographs ranging in size from 2.5” x 3.5” to 4.5” x 3.25”.  Two different 
newspaper photo clippings show Miriam Wheeler and Herlyne Leonard in gas mask training. There is also a 38-page 
4” x 5.25” booklet, WAACs, that was published by the Des Moines Chamber of Commerce. Overall, the collection is 
in nice shape; some photos are slightly unfocused, and the larger newspaper clipping is rough around the edges. 

 

Following the U.S. entry into World War II, Congress approved 
the creation of the WAAC in May of 1942 "for the purpose of 
making available to the national defense the knowledge, skill, 
and special training of women of the nation."  A WAAC Training 
Center was established at Fort Des Moines, Iowa and in July, 
the first 565 women arrived to begin both enlisted and officer 
training.  After training, the auxiliaries were assigned to 150-
woman companies where they worked initially worked in one 
of four fields: baking, clerical, driving and medical. Within a 
year, over 400 jobs were opened to women including 
mechanics, armorers, and postal clerks.  By the end of the war, 
6,520 African-American women had served in the WAAC or its 
successor organization, the Woman’s Army Corps (WAC).  Only 
one WAC postal unit of about 850 African-American women 
served overseas; all of the rest were stationed within the 
United States. 

It’s unclear when the women in this African-American cohort 
went through WAAC training, although Colonel J. A. Hoag, who is referenced in the booklet, assumed command of 
the center in late 1942, and the gas mask images can be found in African-American newspapers of early 1943.  The 
images show the auxiliaries posing singly and in groups in front of post buildings, in a field possibly on police call, 
and marching in formation in front of a passenger train. 

A nice grouping of images from an early cohort of African-American WAAC trainees. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9080  

 



 

12.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [FAMILY LIFE] [INSURANCE]  Photograph album documenting the early family life of 
a soon-to-be very-prominent life insurance agent and his wife featuring the couple’s delayed honeymoon and 
their son’s first three years of childhood.  Compiled by Elizabeth (Betty) Tillman.  Philadelphia, Oklahoma City, and 
Los Angeles: 1950-1953. 

This 13” x 11” album contains about 100 b/w photographs (one in color), mostly 5” x 3.5” snapshots attached with 
corner mounts.  Most are captioned.  The photographs are in nice shape.  Many of the album pages have repaired 
binding holes and badly-worn margins.  The album has some minor wear and soiling. 

The first page of the album is titled, “Volume I / The Tillman’s – Their Life and Times / 1950-1951.”  It begins with a 
nine page section of 22 photographs documenting their “delayed honeymoon” to Los Angeles where Theodore 
Tillman attended a conference for life insurance salesmen.  In route, the Tillmans visited Theodore’s parents in 
Oklahoma City who joined them on the trip west.  Elizabeth was impressed by the Painted Desert but found 
Hollywood and it stars lacking, “no wonder Max Factor and Perc Westmore (the most famous make-up artist of his 
day) are so much in demand.”  She did however include two photos of Eddie “Rochester” Anderson’s mansion; 
Anderson was Jack Benny’s long-time African-American side kick on both radio and television.   

The remainder of the album focuses on Theodore Tillman, Jr. and photographically documents his first three years 
of life in typical baby-book fashion including naked baby photos, being held by grandparents, first steps, playing with 
toys, a Santa visit, an Easter egg hunt, etc. 

In the early 1950s, Theodor Tillman, Sr. was a journeyman insurance agent, just about to hit the big-time.  From a 
postcard in this album, it appears that at the time he was working for Metropolitan Life, but he was soon to transfer 
to New York Life, where by the mid-1960s he had become one of its top ten insurance agents.  Tillman was one of 
the first African-Americans to become a member of the prestigious Million Dollar Round Table, and his success was 
repeatedly featured in Ebony magazine throughout the 1960s. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9081  

 



 

13.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [DESEGREGATION] [RAILROADS] [WOMEN]  Small archive of travel ephemera related 
to an African-American woman’s cross-country trip to attend a National Association of Colored Women (NACW) 
convention in California and attesting to the desegregation of the Norfolk and Western Railway in the early 1950s.  
Saved by Mary Hairston.  Virginia to California: 1952. 

This group of ephemera pertaining to a cross-country 
railroad trip by Mary Hairston, an African-American 
woman, consists of one colorful Norfolk and Western 
ticket reservation (with other ticket stubs attached), 
three Norfolk and Western Coach Reservation 
Coupons, one Norfolk and Western “Tour Party” 
Identification Certificate, one Union Pacific receipt, 
and a three page itinerary for the “Virginia 
Delegation to the National Association of Colored 
Women [Conference], Los Angeles, Calif., August 1-
9, 1952”  Overall, the items are in nice shape with 
expected travel and storage wear. 

Mary Hairston was an African-American school 
teacher from Williamston in Mingo County, West 
Virginia who was active in both the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and the NACW.  In 1952 she traveled to 
Roanoke, Virginia, the headquarters of the Norfolk 
and Western Railway, to join a cross-country railroad 
tour to attend that year’s NACW convention in Los 
Angeles.  Her ticket shows that she paid $182.49 for 
coach seating, and the tour itinerary included 
sightseeing visits to Chicago, Denver, Salt Lake City, 
San Diego, Tijuana, San Francisco, and the Grand 
Canyon. 

The NACW was founded in 1896 by Harriet Tubman and other prominent African-American women.  Although the 
critical impetus that led to its founding was a racist editorial about African-American women written by an obscure 
rural journalist, its formation was in a large part due to the women’s exclusion from mainstream (that is, white) 
suffragist organizations which, at best, ignored and, at worst, were hostile to blacks. 

Interestingly, although in the 1950s Jim Crow laws ruled throughout the South and de facto segregation was the 
order of the day in the North, nothing in Hairston’s travel documents mentions “colored” seating or separate, but 
equal, train cars.  The reason for this is that the Norfolk and Western Railway desegregated its passenger operations 
the year before Hairston’s trip.  In 1951, a female African-American physician, Elizabeth Durham, had purchased a 
first class ticket from Cincinnati, Ohio to Petersburg, Virginia, however, after boarding she was required to move to 
a segregated coach.  Upon completion of her journey, Durham contacted Martin A. Martin of the Richmond NAACP.  
Martin, in turn, contacted the railroad and suggested that if it compensated Durham with a payment of $1,500, not 
only would she be pleased but an unpleasant law suit could be avoided.  Surprisingly, not only did the railroad comply 
with Martin’s suggestion, but it went further.  It abolished all segregation rules on all of its passenger trains, 
informing him that 

“No passenger shall be compelled to move nor refused transportation nor ejected from the train because he 
refuses to occupy space in the coach assigned for passengers of his race or insists upon occupying space in 
another coach.” 

A nice collection of an African-American women’s ephemeral travel documents that attest to the nascent Civil Rights 
movement and the burgeoning power of the NAACP. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9082  

 



 

14.  [ANTI-IMPERIALISM] [CHINESE CIVIL WAR] [WOMEN] [YWCA} Small archive of photographs and ephemera 
kept by an adventuresome YWCA missionary in China relating to her efforts to improve the lives of girls and 
women and combat British imperialism.  “Jo” [Josephine Brown].  Hei Chi Sen (Hsi Chi Men?), China: 1925-1926.  

The archive consists of 
11 captioned photos, a 
14-page letter, a 
bilingual brochure for a 
Camp for Chinese Girls 
and Women, and a 
17.5” x 22” anti-
imperialist broadsheet.   

Some soiling, ink bleed, 
beginning splits, and 
minor insect predation.  
A transcript of the letter 
is included. 

These items were sent 
by Brown, who at the 
time was newly arrived 
in China, to a former 
YWCA co-worker.   

The photographs show 
Chinese woman and 
girls, YWCA facilities, 
scenic views, and two 
white women, most 
likely Brown and her 
YMCA colleague, Lelia 
Hinckley.   

The pamphlet promotes 
the YWCA camp as “an 
opportunity for rest and recreation” for Chinese women, girls, students, teachers, doctors, and nurses.   

The broadsheet, “Many Important Statements Bearing on the Shanghai Case Issued” contains numerous accounts 
of the May 30th Massacre (which led to the anti-Imperialist May Thirtieth Movement) when the city police opened 
fire on anti-Japanese protestors who, inspired by both Communists and Nationalists, were preparing to storm the 
police headquarters in the International Settlement.   

In addition to describing her work with Chinese women and girls, Brown’s heady political naiveté is apparent in her 
letter which contains a denial of “Soviet influence,” considerable anti-imperialist sentiment--especially against Great 
Britain, enthusiastic support of the street protests (“how the students thrill me.  I was right out with them during a 
demonstration in Peking”), and her idolization of a Christian Chinese warlord, Feng Yuxiang, and his “marvelous 
scheme [for the] colonization of Mongolia.” 

An exceptional first-hand account by an activist American woman of the birth of the political and military turmoil 
that would begin in earnest two years later with the White Terror and consume China for the next twenty-five years. 

$3,750  Read’Em Again Books #9063 

  

 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009063/jo-josephine-brown/small-archive-of-photographs-and-ephemera-kept-by-an-adventuresome-ywca-missionary-in-china
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009063/jo-josephine-brown/small-archive-of-photographs-and-ephemera-kept-by-an-adventuresome-ywca-missionary-in-china


 

15.  [ANTI-SEMITISM] [HOLOCAUST] [IMMIGRATION] [JUDAICA] Photograph album documenting the family life 
of a Jewish man including his immigration into the United States as anti-Semitism reached a crescendo in Nazi 
Germany.  Compiled by Lotte Frank as a 50th birthday gift for her brother, Rudof (Rudi).  Germany, Trieste, Cuba, 
and the United States: 1904-1954. 

This 11” x 7” leatherette album contains 64 photographs and 
about a dozen pieces of ephemera.  Most items are captioned in 
either English or German.  The photos range in size from 1” x 2.5” 
to 5.5” x 3”.  Everything is glued to the album pages.  The photos, 
ephemera, and pages are in nice shape.  The album is worn. 

Highlights include photos of the Franks’ grandmother and parents 
(neither of whom made it out of Germany and died in 1939 and 
1943), pre-war images of the Frank family, the Franks’ pre-war 
homes and businesses in Bad Kissingen and Leipzig, images of 
Trieste and Cuba during Rudi’s multi-year journey to the United 
States, and Lotte’s and Rudi’s post war life in New York. 

Rudi Frank was born in Bad Kissingen in 1904 where it appears his 
father was part owner of a fabric or scarf store.  With the rise of 
the Nazi party, Rudi left Germany in 1935 and settled in Trieste.  
In 1938—the beginning of the Nazi’s most aggressive attacks upon 
Jews and confiscation of their property—Rudi was able to book 
passage from Trieste to Cuba where a member of the Franks’ 
extended family apparently lived.  Immigration records show Rudi 
then entered the United States at Key West.  There are no photos 
of the war years; however, the album picks up again in 1946 and 
continues until 1954 with photos of Lotte, Rudi, and their American families in New York.   

There is no direct 
mention of the 
holocaust, the 
war, or the fate of 
Rudi’s parents 
other than to note 
his father died in 
1939 and his 
mother in 1943. 

A well-done and 
fascinating album 
that, between the 
lines, documents 
the escape of a 
young Jewish man 
from the Third 
Reich, made all 
the more poignant 
by what is not 
explicitly shown or 
said.   

$750  Read’Em Again Books #9064 
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16.  [AUTOGRAPHS] [COLONIAL AMERICA] [LAND GRANTS] [MILITARY & WAR]   1774 Royal Land Grant from King 
George III to a Virginia family who would soon rise in arms against him during the American Revolution, fight at 
Guilford Courthouse, and support the Siege of Yorktown.   Signed by Lord Dunmore.  Williamsburg, Virginia: 1774. 

This partially-printed parchment land grant measures 
approximately 12.5” x 14.5” and is complete with its 
hanging royal seal pendant.  It attests that King George 
III did “Give, Grant and Confirm . . . a Tract of Land 
containing seven hundred and thirteen acres” in 
Pittsylvania County to Thomas Duncan and his heirs.  It 
is boldly signed “Dunmore” (Lord Dunmore, John 
Murray, the last Royal Governor of Virginia).  The 
document is in nice shape with some minor toning and 
light wear at the margins and along its original folds; 
there is a small (1/4”) hole in the center where the 
storage folds converge.  Archivally mounted in a 17” x 
20” frame. Shipping charges will be required. 

Lord Dunmore was appointed as the New York 
Governor in 1770 but soon transferred to Virginia just 
as discontent with England began to reach a fever 
pitch.  There, one of his first acts was to dissolve the 
House of Burgesses where revolutionary fire brands 
had begun to hold sway.  In 1775, after unsuccessfully 
preventing Virginia delegates from attending the 
Continental Congress and Patrick Henry gave his 
famous “Liberty or Death” speech, Dunmore realized 
he would be unable to control Virginia despite the 
presence of British soldiers.  On 20 April, after seizing 
militia gunpowder at Williamsburg, he fled to the HMS Fowey, lying at anchor in the York River.  Once safely aboard, 
Dunmore, although a slave-owner himself, issued a proclamation offering freedom to slaves who took up arms as 
part of an “Ethiopian Regiment.”  Approximately 800 slaves joined Dunmore’s force and, along with a company of 
Tories he christened the Queen’s Own Loyal Virginia Regiment, augmented the British 14th Regiment of Foot.  
Dunmore’s force was soundly defeated at the Battle of Great Bridge, losing one-quarter of the regulars and untold 
numbers of Ethiopians and Tories. The colonials suffered only one wound, a injured thumb.  Before fleeing Virginia, 
Dunmore used naval cannons and raiding parties to set fire to Norfolk, burning almost the entire city to the ground. 

Although the Duncan family first settled in Dumfries, a Scottish immigrant town near present-day Quantico, a few 
members, including Thomas, moved west to Culpeper County, and in 1774, Thomas secured a land grant from fellow 
Scotsman, Lord Dunmore, for a tract of land along what is now the North Carolina border. In 1781, Thomas’s son, 
Thomas Jr., joined William Dix’s Company of Militia and fought with General Green’s army at Guilford Courthouse 
where he was wounded in the arm.  Shortly after Thomas Jr. returned home, his father was drafted to serve in the 
Pittsylvania militia at the Siege of Yorktown.  Thomas Jr. once more volunteered and took his father’s place. Before 
departing for Yorktown, the company was first ordered to transport prisoners from Halifax Court House north to 
Winchester.  At Winchester, the company’s term of service expired just as Conwallis surrendered.  (See Pension 
Application of Thomas Duncan W1577 in Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters.)  

A very attractive land grant issued during the revolutionary intensity of the mid-1770s by the infamous loyalist 
Governor of Virginia to a family of colonial patriots.  Quite scarce.  As of 2018, nothing similar is in the trade.  Only 
one similar partially-printed George III-Lord Dunmore land grant (condition unknown) is held by an institution, the 
College of William and Mary. Additionally a facsimile of a similar, but damaged, land grant is held by the History 
Museum of West Virginia.  Per ABPC and the Rare Book Hub, one similar, but damaged, land grant without its hanging 
pendant was sold in 1971. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9084 

 



 

17.  [AUTOGRAPHS] [FOUNDING FATHERS]  Official Pennsylvania land patent signed by Thomas Mifflin and A. J. 
Dallas certifying that James Wilson had purchased a tract of land in Berks County. [Philadelphia]: 1795. 

This partially-printed parchment land patent issued to James Wilson measures 21” x 11”.  It is signed by Thomas 
Mifflin as the Governor of Pennsylvania and Alexander James Dallas who was the state’s secretary.  It bears three 
state seals: a 6” star on the front and two smaller rhomboids on the reverse.  The patent certifies Wilson’s purchase 
of approximately 436 acres in Berks County.  The patent is in nice shape; the tips of two of the star’s rays are missing. 

 

Thomas Mifflin, a champion of colonial rights, attended the Continental Congress in 1774.  He was appointed as a 
major in the Continental Army and first served as General Washington’s aide-de-camp and later as the army’s 
Quartermaster General.  Although a friend of Washington, Mifflin joined the “Conway Cabal” which surreptitiously, 
but unsuccessfully, attempted to convince the Continental Congress to relieve Washington and appoint General 
Horatio Gates in his place.  After the war, Mifflin once more served in Congress including a term as the “President of 
the United States in Congress Assembled” during which time he was recognized by Great Britain as the first President 
of the United States.  He later served as the last President and first Governor of Pennsylvania.  Although wealthy for 
most of his life, in later years Mifflin spent lavishly and became an alcoholic.  He died a pauper and was buried at the 
state’s expense in front of Trinity Lutheran Church in Lancaster. 

Alexander James Dallas played a leading role in shaping the country following the Revolution.  An Englishman, he 
came to the United States in 1783 and opened a law office in Philadelphia.  He became active in Jefferson’s 
Democratic-Republican Party and served as the Secretary of Pennsylvania, where he was often called upon to fill-in 
when Governor Mifflin was on an alcoholic bender.  He played an active role in the Whiskey Rebellion and led the 
anti-Federalist campaign against the Jay Treaty.  He later served as the Secretary of the Treasury under President 
James Madison and is credited with saving the nation from bankruptcy following the War of 1812. 

James Wilson, an associate of Thomas Mifflin, was one of the most important, though generally unrecognized, of 
the Founding Fathers and a signer of both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.  He was twice 
elected to the Continental Congress from Pennsylvania and played a major role in drafting the Constitution.  He was 
one of the foremost legal scholars of his day and served as one of the first Supreme Court Justices.  In later years, 
Wilson invested heavily in land purchases—as evidenced by this patent—and was financially ruined in the Panic of 
1796-1797.  Legal battles over his land investments continued into the late 1890s, and ownership of the land 
referenced in this patent was not resolved until 1875. (See Pennsylvania State Reports comprising Cases Resolved in 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Volume 7, pp 250-265.) 

A terrific document tying together the post-Revolution lives of three important American patriots. 

$1,750  Read’Em Again Books #9083  
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18.  [AVIATION] [MAPS] [MILITARY & WAR]  Very early Houston-Galveston-East Texas Aeronautical Map for Cross 
Country.  Drawn by Corporal V. G. Smylie.  Ellington Field, Texas: 252nd Aero Squadron, 1918. 

This blue-line, whiteprint aeronautical chart of east Texas is printed on heavy rag paper and measures 18” x 16.5” 
unfolded.  It covers an area of about 9,500 square miles ranging from Galveston Island in the southeast to Bremen 
in the northwest.   The chart shows Houston, Galveston, and many surrounding towns and cities as well as Eagle 
Lake, the Brazos and other rivers, and regional dirt road, shell road, and railroad networks. It has expected aviation-
use pocket folds and is lightly soiled with some minor edge-wear and two small (.5”) tears.  

The history of Texas fixed-wing aviation mirrors that of the Army Air Corps and Air Force.  In 1913, when the army’s 
2nd Division was ordered to Texas as a result of unrest along the Mexican border, it established its headquarters in 
Texas City at Galveston Bay.  Although its combat units were deployed throughout south Texas, a detachment of 51 
pilots and nine Wright Flyers was organized at Texas City and designated as the 1st Provisional Aero Squadron.  Its 
officers included Lieutenants Eric Ellington and Hugh Kelly.  In addition to flying observation and mapping missions 
for the 2nd Division, the squadron also set a number of cross-country flight records between Texas City, Houston, 
and San Antonio.  After the border situation cooled, the 1st Aero Squadron was relocated to San Diego, California 
where both Ellington and Kelly were killed in the same airplane crash. 

With the U.S. entry into World War One in 1917, Army aviation once more returned to the Houston area, this time 
establishing an airfield, which it named in honor of Lt. Ellington, just south of the city about thirty miles from the 
coastal winds that buffeted aircraft at Texas City. (A second airfield established at San Antonio was named in honor 
of Lt. Kelly.)  Army pilots received advanced training in gunnery and bombing at Ellington using a special range in 
Galveston Bay, just off the coast from San Leon.  The 252nd Aero Squadron was one of the advanced training units 
that operated at Ellington Field during the war. 

A remarkable early Texas aviation map.  Very scarce; as of 2018, nothing similar is available for sale in the trade, and 
OCLC identifies no similar map held by any institution.  Additionally, no auction results are found at ABPC, the Rare 
Book, nor Worthpoint. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9101 

 



 

19.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [HISPANIC-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY]  A letter regarding the earliest 
business operations of Joseph “Jose” San Roman, a Hispanic entrepreneur who launched his career during the 
Mexican War and became one of the wealthiest Texans by the 1870s.   Thorn M. Grath.  New Orleans: 1846. 

This two-page folded letter, sent 
by Thorn M. Grath in New 
Orleans to Joseph San Roman in 
Matamoros Mexico, is dated 
December 28, 1846.  It is 
annotated “Steamer M Kins” and 
has a black circular New Orleans 
postmark dated “DEC 28” in the 
upper right.  A large, bold “20” 
rate handstamp is in the upper 
right corner indicating the cost to 
mail this letter plus an enclosed 
invoice that is no longer present.  
The letter is in nice shape. 

San Roman, a former employee 
of Thorn Grath, left New Orleans 
to follow the U.S. Army, which 
had recently occupied 
northeastern Mexico during the 
early months of the Mexican 
War, to establish a clothing 
business in Matamoros catering 
to military personnel and those 
who accompanied them.  Graph 
noted that he was sending San 
Roman an inventory of clothing 
and footwear and inquires as to 
what other products would sell 
well:   

“We enclose an Invoice of Clothing and other articles . . . a handsome assortment . . . we hope they will sell well. 
. . .  We are glad to hear that Business prospects look favorable. And we feel quite confident that you will make 
Money both for yourself and us, if you manage things right.  This we feel quite sure you will do.  We are glad that 
you have informed us what kinds of Goods will sell and we wish you to let us know more about clothing the 
different styles that are most suitable. . . .”   

San Roman proved his mentor’s prediction correct.  By 1850, his business had expanded to include commercial 
credit, trustee holdings, river transport, real estate, and cotton brokerage.  After relocating to Brownsville, he, along 
with a cartel of associates, soon monopolized credit services and forced the closure of many competitors.  Already 
quite wealthy, San Roman increased his fortune during the Civil War when he became one of the leaders in selling 
contraband cotton to merchants in England, Germany, and even New York.  By the end of the war, San Roman was 
one of the wealthiest men in Texas.  He opened one of the largest mercantile companies in Texas and was 
responsible for building the Rio Grande Railroad that connected Port Isabel with Brownsville.   

An important record documenting the beginning of one of the most prominent Hispanic-American business men of 
the 19th century. Very scarce.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, nor are there any auction results 
listed at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  Neither does OCLC identify any San Roman records or correspondence held by 
institutions.  

SOLD        Read’Em Again Books #9065 

 



 

20.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY]  Mexican War postal cover from a pay inquiry regarding 
Lieutenant U. S. Grant.  Submitted to the Paymaster General in Washington, D.C. by Wyman & Derby.  New York: 
1847. 

This postally used wrapper 
measures 9” x 6.5” unfolded.  
It is addressed to “Gen’l N. 
Towson, Paymaster General, 
U. S. Army, Washington, DC.”  
It bears a manuscript “Paid” 
notation as well as an arched 
“PAID” handstamp and 
integral circular 5-cent New 
York postmark.  Docketing 
indicates that it was sent by 
“Wyman & Derby . . . In 
relation to the pay accounts 
of Lt. U. S. Grant for month of 
July 1845,” which were 
transferred to them.  The 
wrapper is in nice shape; 
there is no enclosure.   

Ulysses S. Grant graduated 
from West Point in 1843 and 
was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in the 4th Infantry Regiment located at Jefferson Barracks, in St. Louis, Missouri.  In July of 1845, 
the regiment was ordered to Texas as tensions over the border between the United States and Mexico increased.  It 
arrived in Arransas Pass and established a camp near Corpus Christi in early August.  Although isolated skirmishes 
occurred, peace was maintained until a small U. S. patrol in the disputed territory was ambushed, and four soldiers 
were killed.  Just as significantly, Mexicans captured a U. S. officer, Colonel Truman Crosse, while he was on a solitary 
horseback ride.  Cross was stripped naked, brutally lanced, and his body left to rot in the sun.   

Although Grant was personally opposed to the war, he served with distinction and fought in every significant battle 
except Buena Vista.  In February of 1847 following the Battle of Monterrey (when this claim was submitted), the 4th 
Infantry established a garrison at Camp Page at the mouth of the Rio Grande not for from current day Port Isabel. 

Wyman & Derby were New York City tailors who had apparently made uniforms or other clothing for Grant either 
after his graduation from West Point or in preparation for his deployment from Jefferson Barracks to Texas.  The fact 
that they submitted an inquiry to the army’s paymaster general would indicate either they had been authorized by 
Grant to secure payment for his purchases or that they were, on their own, attempting to secure payment for a past 
due bill.  Docketing on the envelope indicates their query was answered “unpaid” on 10 February 1847. 

An interesting piece of financial ephemera attesting to problems related to the wartime pay of a young frontier Army 
officer who would eventually lead the Union Army to victory over the Confederacy and became the 18th President 
of the United States. 

A cdv of a young General Grant from C. D. Fredricks & Company of New York accompanies the wrapper. 

SOLD       Read’Em Again Books #9086  

 



 

21.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [COLPORTAGE] [PUBLISHING] [RELIGION] An advertising envelope for the American 
Tract Society’s Tract House.  Boston: American Tract Society: [1860) 

This all-over advertising envelope features an illustration of the Tract House at 28 Cornhill in Boston, Massachusetts.  
Advertising text reads, “Home Evangelization Foreign Distribution / Tracts and Books. / Tract Journals Child At Home 
/ Missionary Colportage.”  It is franked with a dull red, three-cent Washington stamp (Scott #26) that has been 
cancelled with a barred circular PAID handstamp.  It bears a red circular Boston postmark dated May 9, 1860. 

  

Colportage is a publishing system based upon the use of  traveling carriers, known as ‘colporteurs’ or ‘colporters.’ to 
distribute books and religious tracts.  It first became common in Europe as a method of selling unauthorized religious 
materials during the religious controversies of the Reformation. In addition to controversial works, these book 
peddlers also spread cheap editions of popular works to an increasingly literate rural population which had little 
access to city book shops. 

The American Tract Society was a wildly successful evangelical organization, first established in 1814 as the New 
England Tract Society, which distributed Christian literature in the United States. It is still in existence today, and has 
distributed many, many millions of religious publications over the years.  In its 1850-1851 fiscal year alone, the 
society used 569 colporters (about a fifth of whom targeted German, French, Irish, Welsh, Spanish, and Norwegian 
immigrants) to visit over half a million American households.  In about 250,000 of those visits, not only did they offer 
their publications, but they were able to spend time praying or evangelizing with family members.  Additionally, the 
colporters organized about 13,000 local prayer meetings during their travels.  Through their efforts over 450,000 
society publications were sold and another 128,000 were given away to the poor and indigent.  (See Ten Years of 
Colportage by the American Tract Society and “Dating American Tract Society Publications through 1876” by S. J. 
Wolfe.) 

A seldom seen advertising item for the most successful and prolific U.S. book distributer of the 19th Century.   

$250  Read’Em Again Books #9098 
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22.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [PHILANTROPY] [POLITICS] [RACE RIOTS] [TRAVEL & EXPLORATION}  Collection of late 
19th Century travel photos from Mexico processed by “ALOE’S” that appear to be of Louis P. Aloe, his family, and 
friends.  Mexico and St. Louis: ALOE’S, circa 1890. 

24 collodion-gelatin POP (printing out process) photographs.  
The photos are all 3.25” square and uniformly mounted on 
slightly convex 5” square cards with an embossed border 
and the name, “ALOE’S,” centered in the lower margin.  All 
of the photographs are in very nice shape as are twenty of 
the card mounts.  Tiny abrasions and minor fading to several 
photos; four mounts have some marginal discoloration. 

The photos are all of an American travelling party in Mexico.  
Highlights include images of an ornate horse-drawn wagon 
decorated prominently with a U.S. flag, the interior of an 
early souvenir shop stocked with sombreros and leather 
goods, the famed Aztec Sun Stone in the Museo Nacional, 
and the touring party at their lodging and on visits 
throughout the country. 

In 1862, Albert S. Aloe and his father, Jewish emigres from 
Scotland, opened an optical store in St. Louis that sold spectacles, magnifiers, microscopes, opera glasses, and many 
similar goods.  However, the partnership lasted 
only two years, and by 1867 Albert moved on to 
open a similar business, A. S. Aloe, for himself.  
After he died in 1893, his son, Louis Aloe, 
assumed control of the company.  Over the 
years, Aloe’s expanded to include mathematical 
and surveying instruments, laboratory supplies, 
surgical equipment, and photography.  In the 
1930s, during the Depression, Louis restructured 
his firm, keeping only its medical-surgical 
department. 

Louis Aloe, who had become quite wealthy, was 
a prominent member of the St. Louis 
community.  He served as the President of the 
Board of Alderman from 1916 to 1923 and led 
the movement to pass a bond issue that created 
the Market Street Park (now Aloe Plaza) in front 
of Union Station that is home to the famous 
“Meeting of the Waters” fountain which was 
donated by his widow, Edith.  Aloe, a staunch 
life-long Republican, also played a significant 
role in and emerged as a hero to the African-American community during the infamous 1917 East St. Louis race riots 
that destroyed over 300 homes and businesses.  Official records place the death count at 39 blacks and nine whites, 
but the actual number of deaths was more probably around 100.  During the riot, East St. Louis and Illinois police 
and politicians did nothing, and thousands of African-Americans fled across the Mississippi River to St. Louis.  Aloe, 
who was temporarily filling in for Mayor Henry Kiel opened the city’s Municipal Lodging House, a homeless shelter 
across 12th Street (now Tucker Boulevard) from City hall, and approved city spending to house 700 men, women, 
and children and feed over 7,500 East St. Louis refugees. 

Interestingly, it appears these photographs were not only processed by Aloe’s, but that Louis Aloe was the leader of 
the touring party as well.  Several photographs feature a man that looks nearly identical to on-line images of him. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9095  

 

 



 

23.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [MUSIC] [PIANOS] [TRANSPORTATION] [TRAVEL]  Five-year diary kept by a Colorado 
piano dealer including records of his vacation trips throughout Europe in a Locomobile.  Maintained by Clarence 
Campbell.  Various locations: 1907-1911. 

Campbell was the son of the wealthy owner of the Knight-Campbell Music Company of Denver. His 4” x 7” leather 
diary contains approximately 385 pages.  Each diary page accommodates entries for multiple years   Entries begin in 
January, 1907 and continue to October, 1911.  Most pages contain several entries.  A letter from the music 
company’s vice-president is laid in.  Contents are in nice shape; the cover is worn. 

 

Campbell’s diary includes information about:  

His social life: opera, theater, vaudeville, card parties, dances, teas, picnics, country clubs, horseback riding, etc.  

The business: working at the music store, business deals (Steinway, Aeolian, Wurlitzer), a piano order for the 
Summer White House in Denver (which was never built), etc. 

“The Big Loco,” his Locomobile (the “Best Built Car in America,” one of the world’s most elegant and expensive 
automobiles):  purchasing the vehicle at the Locomobile factory in Bridgeport, Connecticut, cleaning spark plugs 
and valves, unclogging its carburetor, replacing brakes, greasing wheels, installing a windshield, fixing inner 
tubes, repairing cracked cylinders, etc. 

Auto-tours of Europe in his Locomobile: transporting the Locomobile by train to New York, visiting New York, 
meeting up with the Steinways for the ocean cruise, prepping the Locomobile for transport by ship to Europe, 
driving through England, Scotland, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Switzerland, etc. 

A very nice first-hand account of a wealthy young man’s fascination with one of the most important early 
automobiles manufactured in the United States. 

$500  Read’Em Again Books #9087 
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24.  [BUSINESS & LABOR] [CARTOONING] [THE DEPRESSION] [FOLK ART] [WELDING]  Collection of 42 original 
drawings on twenty leaves by an industrial welder and aspiring cartoonist plus six of his daily diaries kept during 
the boom years of the late 1920s and beginning of the Great Depression.   By Kern Udo “Whip” Whipple.  [Evansville, 
Indiana]: 1928-1933. 

The pen and ink drawings range in size from 
approximately 1” x 2” to about 8” x 10”.  Five of 
the pocket diaries measure 2.75” x 5.5”; one 
measures 2.75” x 4”.  Each contains short ink 
entries for every day of the week.   

Whipple was a resident of Evansville, Indiana who 
worked at the Bucyrus-Erie plant which made 
industrial steam shovels, bulldozer blades, and 
mining draglines.  He began working there as a 
laborer in his teens and eventually rose to 
become an arc welder after spending several 
years as a riveter.   

Some of Whipple’s drawings are political 
cartoons addressing topics of the day (the Sino-
Japanese War and Prohibition).  One is a National 
Recovery Act (NRA) sign.  Five are self-portrait 
cartoons.  Other themes include Christmas, the 
West, and Jesus.  The remainder are portrait and 
figure studies. 

Whipple’s diary entries are concise and provide 
details about his daily life.  Each also addresses his 
work, and they change drastically as the 
Depression takes hold.  In 1928 and 1929 when 
business was booming, Whipple worked five or 
six days each week.  In 1930, he notes that 
although he “Got a good raise [business] was not 
so good.” By 1931, he remarks that work had 
diminished and he had begun to juggle bills.  
Things worsened further in 1932 when he was “off” more days than he worked, and one month “the shop” paid his 
rent. He was finally laid off during the summer of 1933 and spent the next five months doing odd jobs and hunting 
for work until he was hired by the Sterling Brewery in December.  

 

A fascinating combination of a welder’s artwork reflecting his dream of becoming a cartoonist and his first-hand blue 
collar diary observations as life in the United States went from boom to bust in the span of five years. 

$600  Read’Em Again Books #9066 
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25.  [CHAUTAUQUA] [EDUCATION] [ENTERTAINMENT & THEATER] [WOMEN]  Scrapbook documenting the 1910 
Redpath Chautauqua tour kept by a rural Illinois woman.  Compiled by Fannie Boswell.  Mt. Vernon, Illinois: 1910. 

This scrapbook measures 8” x 10.5” and contains 
22 pages filled with programs, newspaper 
reviews, and ephemera (a season ticket, paper 
flag, schedules, an issue of the Chautauqua 
Quarterly, and one photograph) documenting a 
summer of Chautauqua events held on the 
Redpath circuit at Mt. Vernon, Illinois.  The 
album cover has separated and all of the leaves 
are loose. 

Chautauqua was a very popular adult 
entertainment-education system that brought 
lectures and performance by a wide variety of 
speakers, teachers, musicians, entertainers, 
preachers, and specialized performers to rural 
areas throughout the United States in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.  The movement 
began in 1874 at a campsite on the shore of Lake 
Chautauqua in New York and proved so popular 
that soon independent “daughter” Chautauquas 
were established throughout the United States.  
In the early 1900s, a Redpath Lyceum Bureau 
manager named Keith Vawter developed 
traveling Circuit Chautauquas that were set up in 
fields outside rural towns where week-long 
programs would be presented under tents.  
Following each engagement, these Chautauquas 
would fold their tents and move to the next city. 

This scrapbook documents a week-long Redpath Chautauqua that was held over a ten-day period at Mt. Vernon, 
Illinois in 1910.  Performers included: 

 The Dunbar Brothers (a talented quartet that sang, rang bells, and performed instrumental concerts),  

 Dr. Charles L. Seasholes (an academic speaker who presented a lecture titled “Brains and the Bible”),  

 Edward Amherst Ott (an orator who presented a lecture titled “Sour Grapes”),  

 Willis Duff Piercy (a professor who lectured on the “Products and Problems of American Civilization”),  

 John B. Ratto (a popular impersonator and quick-change, make-up artist),  

 E.W. Hoch (a former governor of Kansas who delivered a humorous speech illustrating “philosophical truths”),  

 Ralph Bingham (“the world’s leading monologue entertainer . . . Humorist: Violinist: Vocalist: Raconteur”),  

 The Kellogg-Haines Singing Party (a quintet that performed a fantasy about Charles Dicken’s Dolly Vardon),  

 Jonathan Dolliver (a retiring Republican Senator from Iowa who delivered an inspirational Sunday lecture),  

 Phidelah Rice (a public reader who presented the play “Peaceful Valley” by Edward Kidder),  

 The Whitney Brothers (a singing quartet that “abounded in mirth . . . refinement, dignity, and beauty.”),  

 Robert Seeds (a humorist known for leaving “audiences in spasms of laughter”),  

 Lulu Tyler Gates (a “leader in the speech arts” who performed a series of plays and monologues), and  

 Foss Lamprell Whiney (another reader who presented the final performance of the week, “The Lost Word”).  

A complete record of a weeklong Circuit Chautauqua.  Very scarce.  As of 2018 no similar records are for sale in the 
trade, and no auction records for similar items are on file at Worthpoint, ABPC, or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows  
two somewhat similar institutional holdings: photo albums compiled by individual performers during seasonal tours.  

$850  Read’Em Again Books #9102  
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26.  [COLONIAL AMERICA] The History of Virginia, in Four Parts. . . .  By a Native and Inhabitant of the Place 
[Robert, Beverley]. London: Printed for B. and S. Tooke in Fleet Street; F. Fayram and J. Clarke at the Royal-Exchange, 
and T. Bickerton in Pater-Noster Row, 1722. 

“The Second Edition revis’d and enlarg’d by the Author.”  Approximately 
4.75” x 7.75”.  Collated and complete: 8 preliminary pages, 284 pages of 
text, 24-page Table [of Contents], and 4 pages of advertisements plus 15 
engraved plates including the frontispiece.  Contemporary polished 
leather binding with five raised bands.  Gilt decorations; burgundy spine 
label with gilt lettering.  Sound binding with cracked hinges.  Clean pages 
with scattered minor foxing.  Owner’s signature (John Weyland) on title 
page and Thomas Fleming, Jr.’s bookplate inside the front cover.  
Relatively light wear to cover; most at extremities, joints, and spine ends.  
Bright gilding. 

This edition expands upon the first printing to include Beverley’s 
promotion of Native American-white intermarriage.  (See Howes B410, 
Sabin 5113, and Streeter 1099.)  Howes also notes that Beverley’s history 
is ‘the first account of this colony, [and after John Smith’s,] the first one 
penned by a native and the best contemporary record of its aboriginal 
tribes and of the life of its early settlers" It is generally accepted as one 
of the best and most accurate accounts of early 
Virginia life covering “the History of the First 
Settlement . . . the Government there of, to the 
Year 1706, . . . The natural Productions and 
Conveniences . . .  suited to Trade, . . . The Native 
Indians, . . . [and] The Present State of the 
Country . . . [until] the 10th of June 1720.”  The 
well-done engravings of Native Americans are 
based upon the original drawings of John White 
from Theodore De Bry’s Grand Voyages.   

Beverley, who inherited considerable land in 
Virginia, began his adult life as a clerk in 
Jamestown and despite being removed from that 
office by a political adversary, Lieutenant 
Governor Francis Nicholson, became a member 
of the House of Burgesses and the chief clerk of 
the Governor's Council.  He traveled to England 
in 1703 to defend an acquisition of land in the 
General Court.  While there, he wrote this history 
(which he also used to settle his political score against Nicholson) as a self-described Virginian. 

“‘I am an Indian, and don't pretend to be exact in my language,’ Beverley wrote in the preface. ‘But I hope the 
Plainness of my Dress, will give [the reader] the kinder Impressions of my Honesty, which is what I pretend to.’. 
. .   The History was also sharply critical of Nicholson, including the governor's transfer of the capital from 
Jamestown, where Beverley owned property, to the "imaginary City" of Williamsburg.  Before leaving London, 
Beverley participated in the campaign against the governor that led to Nicholson's recall at about the same time 
that the History was printed.”  (See The Encyclopedia Virginia.) 

Much nicer than usually found.  As of 2018, three other examples are for sale in the trade: one in a later binding, 
one with amateurish repairs, and one with a detached front board.  ABPC and Rare Book Hub show only eight auction 
sales in the last 100 years.  OCLC shows numerous microform and digital copies but only two physical examples of 
the Tooke edition held by institutions. 
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27.  [CRIME & LAW] [MARITIME] [MUTINY]  Letter from a Scottish lawyer requesting information from a ship 
captain in Baltimore about an ill-fated Indian Ocean voyage aboard the Semaramis that included accusations of 
drunkenness, incompetence, theft, and mutiny.  Jonathan Macdougall.  Greencock, [Scotland]: 1849. 

Four-page letter.  In nice shape with mailing folds and 
minor soiling.  Transcript included. 

In this letter, a ship captain’s attorney, Jonathon 
Macdougall, requests information from his client, 
Captain James Welsh, in order to pursue a legal action 
in Scotland against a ship owner named Cairnie.  It 
appears that the ship, Semaramis was “lost” during the 
voyage, and Welsh’s suit may have been related to a 
reduction in or forfeiture of his pay.  Cairnie challenged 
some of Welsh’s initial claims, and Macdougall needed 
additional input so that could refute those challenges in 
court.  Specifically, 

“1st Cairnie alleges that no Spirits were [to be] 
allowed . . . for the crew . . . while at Madras and on 
the homeward voyage. . . . You will there for explain 
why they were allowed [and] who consumed the 
Rum in question. 

2nd Cairnie repeats . . . that no voucher was 
produced for the 50 Rpees of coach hire. . . . You will 
therefor explain whether there was another Bill or 
account. 

3rd You will remember the statement you made that 
[four seamen] had mutineed, and that having been tried and convicted you were obliged by the regulations of 
Madras . . . to pay their Wages to Captain Byden [and] you got receipts which were lost with the Semaramis . . . 
further [Cairnie claims] two Seamen who were punished for mutiny were not the men for those wages you make 
charge. . . .  This is the most important of all the items objected to, and you will therefor be particular in explaining 
everything about it. 

4th Cairnie [claims] that Rice and Cotton were damaged by the stowage of Sugar in the Cabin, and alleges that 
Sugar ought not to be placed above Rice and Cotton – explain this. (Perhaps this occurred before the Semaramis 
was lost.) 

5th Cairnie [states] you got £6/6 for tobacco for the Crew and you have not accounted for it. . . .  

Nothing of importance can be done till I get your explanations.” 

A fascinating letter about what must have been, to say the least, a very interesting voyage.  Certainly worthy of 
additional research, especially regarding the mutiny. 
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28.  [CUBAN REVOLUTION] [HISPANIC-AMERICANA] [MILITARY & WAR]  Letter sent by the Commander of the 
Mambi Army, former Confederate General Thomas Jordan, to Miguel Aldama, the President-in–Exile of the Junta 
Central Republicana de Cuba y Puerto Rico, discussing the actions of an artillery officer.  Nueva York: 1870. 

This four-page letter, written in English on the stationery 
of the Junta Central Republicana de Cuba Y Puerto Rico is 
dated 30 September 1870.  It is addressed to Miguel 
Aldama, the President (in exile) of the Junta and signed by 
General Thomas Jordan, who had recently resigned as the 
commander of the Junta’s Cuban Liberation (Mambi) 
Army.  Legible with some minor wear. Transcript provided. 

This letter details the service of a U.S. artillery officer, 
Major John F. Magile, who was one of the first Anglo-
Americans to fight for Cuban freedom.  An old wound had 
forced Magile’s return to the United States, but following 
his recovery, he wished to return to the Cuban army after 
first concluding some business in Canada.  Jordan points 
out that Magile had never received any payment for his 
Cuban service and requests that the Junta provide a small 
stipend to cover his travelling expenses. 

Thomas Jordan was a West Point graduate from Luray, 
Virginia.  He fought in the Seminole Wars, the Mexican-
American War, and with the Confederacy during the Civil 
War where he was entrusted with the defense of 
Charleston at the end of the war.  At Charleston, Jordan 
became acquainted with the Cuban revolutionary general 
Ambrosio Gonzales, then a Colonel in the Confederate 
Army, who had previously fought the Spanish Army in his home country.  Apparently Gonzales impressed Jordan 
with his revolutionary zeal, and following the Civil War used his connections to secure Jordan an appointment as the 
Chief of Staff of the Cuban Liberation Army.  Shortly thereafter, Jordan was promoted to be the army’s General-in-
Chief and launched a successful campaign that culminated with a major victory over a superior Spanish force at 
Guáimaro.  Recognizing that he did not have the requisite knowledge and experience to lead what was essentially a 
guerilla war, Jordan resigned from command and returned to New York City in March of 1870 where he promoted 
the revolution and raised funds for its support. 

Miguel del Aldema, one of the wealthiest sugar planters in Cuba, had long attempted to convince Spanish authorities 
to reform their oppressive government in Cuba. In mid-October of 1868, he, along with about forty prominent 
businessmen met with the Spanish governor but were unable to persuade him to meet with the leadership of the 
Mambisi rebel army which had begun to form earlier that month.  The governor refused, and soon after Aldema 
found much of his land and fortune had been seized by the government.  Forced into exile, Aldema moved to New 
York where he had many friends and business contacts.  While there, the wealthy exile community formed the Junta 
Central Republicana, and elected Aldema to be its President and serve as the Cuban rebels official representative to 
the United States.  Although almost all of Aldema’s property and fortune in Cuba had been seized, he managed to 
transfer about one million dollars to the U.S. and was able to live exceptionally well in New York society.  He 
developed a love for Brooklyn and built a huge sugar refinery on its waterfront which eventually became a fiscal 
disaster that sapped away most of his remaining fortune.  He returned to Cuba in the late 1880s in an unsuccessful 
attempt to convince the Spanish government to return at least some of his land and fortune. He died nearly destitute 
in Havana and his body was returned to New York, where he was buried in Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery 
alongside his father and wife in a large mausoleum he had built in better times. 

Exceptionally scarce.  As of 2018, no similar correspondence is for sale in the trade, nor is held by any institution 
per OCLC.  No auction records are found at ABPC, the Rare Book Hub, or Worthpoint. 
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29.  [DEAF CULTURE] [INSANITY] [MEDICINE] [RELIGION] Letter to Thomas H. Gallaudet requesting that he arrange 
for the residential treatment of a prominent Massachusetts woman at the Hartford Retreat for the Insane.  Horatio 
Brinsmade.  Pittsfield, Massachusetts: 1840. 

This four-page folded letter, dated 8 January 
1840, measures 16” x 10” unfolded.  It was 
sent to Gallaudet in Hartford, Connecticut by 
Reverend Brinsmade and bears a 10-cent 
blue manuscript rate mark along with a faint 
red circular Pittsfield postmark and red 
“PAID” handstamp.  The letter is good shape 
with splits staring at its mailing folds.  A 
transcript will be provided. 

In this letter Brinsmade beseeches Gallaudet, 
who he knew for “the deep interest you take 
in those on whom the hand of affliction is in 
anyway laid,” to obtain admission for one of 
his church members at the Harford Retreat 
for the Insane where Gallaudet then served 
as the chaplain.  Brinsmade writes in part: 

“there is a member of my church, a most 
estimable woman from one of our first 
families, who has been, for some three 
months past, deranged.  Her derangement 
. . . daily increases:   I have advised them to 
put her in a “Retreat,” [and they now] ask 
me to enquire if there [are]  
accommodations as would suit a person of 
her condition in life:  can she have kind and 
good attendance, with such care of the 
physician as is needed and would Dr. F. 
think a case of this [worthy] of his 
attention? . . .  Please state what are the terms, and the probable expenses per week. . . . 

Gallaudet has docketed the letter: 

“12 doll[ars]s centre / 4 doll[ars]s wing / 13 weeks in advance / Bond Surety / Wrote him Jan.y 15 1840 that I would 
write again in a few days, and let him know whether there would be room and telling him if the case was very 
pressing they had better look to Worcester or Charlestown / Wrote again . . . that there is no room in the Retreat.” 

Gallaudet is, of course, the famed minister who revolutionized deaf education in 1817 when, along with Lauren Clerc 
and Mason Cogswell, opened the first school for the deaf in America, the Connecticut Asylum for the Education and 
Instruction of Deaf and Dumb Persons.  He also ministered to the insane throughout his life and continued to do so 
after health forced him to give up teaching the deaf.  (See Sayers, The Life and Times of T. H. Gallaudet.) 

Brinsdale, a Yale classmate and long-time associate of Gallaudet, was also a deaf educator, having taught at the 
Hartford Asylum for over eight years between 1823 and 1831.   

This fascinating letter illuminates a side of Gallaudet’s life that has been overshadowed by his fame as a deaf 
educator.   It is made all the more desirable by the docketing in Gallaudet’s hand.  Although uncommon, items related 
to Gallaudet’s career in deaf education occasionally appear on the market, however material related to his work 
with the insane is very scarce.  As of 2018 there are no similar items for sale in the trade, nor are there any auctions 
records listed at ABPC nor the Rare Book Hub, and OCLC shows no similar items held by institutions. 
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30.  [EDUCTION] The Announcement [catalog] of Kentucky University [Transylvania University] for the Year 1865-
’66, Lexington, KY., 1865.  Cincinnati: Caleb Clark Book & Job Printer, 1865. 

Complete 24-page pamphlet.  Sound binding.  
Removed from a sammelband so a little rough along 
the left edge.  Minor soiling to the cover, otherwise in 
nice shape. 

In 1780, before Kentucky was a state, the Virginia 
Assembly (perhaps prodded by Governor Thomas 
Jefferson) chartered Transylvania Seminary, then 
affiliated with the Episcopal Church, as the first college 
west of the Allegheny Mountains.  It began in a log 
cabin in Boyle County and moved to Lexington in 1789. 
Ten years later, it changed its name to Transylvania 
University.  By 1818, it included a medical school, a law 
school, a divinity school, and a college of arts and 
sciences.  About the same time, Bacon College of 
Georgetown was established and it soon changed its 
name to Kentucky University.  At the end of the Civil 
War, both Kentucky University and Transylvania 
University were in dire financial straits, and the state 
legislature approved a merger in hopes of solving their 
fiscal crises.  The new combined institution used 
Transylvania’s campus while perpetuating the 
Kentucky University name. 

The merged university was organized with subordinate 
colleges including the Agricultural and Mechanical 
(A&M) College of Kentucky, publicly chartered as a 
department within Kentucky University as a land grant institution under the Morrill Act.  However, due to problems 
related to having a federally funded college controlled by a religious body, the A&M college was spun off in 1878 as 
an independent, state-run institution.  The Agricultural & Mechanical College of Kentucky soon developed into the 
state’s flagship public institution becoming the University of Kentucky.  In 1908, due to confusion between the names 
of Kentucky University and its daughter school, the University of Kentucky, Kentucky University reverted back to its 
old name, Transylvania University. 

This catalog is from the 1865-1866 school year, the year of the merger, and it reflects some of the related 
organizational issues.  It identifies a “College of Science, Literature, and the Arts” with Schools of the Bible, 
Philosophy, Mathematics, Natural Science, English Language and Literature, Ancient Languages, Modern Languages, 
and the Arts as its principal academic body. It further notes that it also had a “College of the Bible” and that “The 
College of Law” and “The Agricultural and Mechanical College” (the future University of Kentucky) would soon open.  
It additionally mentions plans to establish Medical, Normal (that is, Teaching), and Commercial Colleges. 

The catalog identifies the school’s Board of Curators, Faculty, and Alumni.  It also lists the requirements for 
admission, a guide to the admissions process, course of instruction summaries, and degree requirements.  It 
concludes with short paragraphs about the merger and its libraries, museum, and laboratories followed by an 
“Annual Report of the General Assembly of Kentucky” about the institution. 

A terrific ephemeral piece of early Kentucky educational history.  Quite scarce.  As of 2018, no other examples are 
for sale in the trade, and no auction records are listed at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows that only two 
institutional libraries, the University of Kentucky and the American Antiquarian Society, have examples in their 
collections. 
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31.  [EDUCATION] [ENGINEERING] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [PEDERASTY] [SEXUAL PREDATION]  Small 
collection of letters pertaining to a Civil War naval officer who became a faculty member at the U. S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis.  Theodor Cooper.  Various locations: 1863-1867. 

Five letters and one stereoview. The first two letters 
are from Cooper to his family; one cautions against 
allowing a younger brother to become prey to full-
grown seamen by joining the navy. The third is a 
secretarial copy of an official letter sent by the 
academy’s superintendent, Vice-Admiral David Porter, 
to Secretary of the Navy Gideon Wells.  The fourth is 
Cooper’s copy of a letter he sent to Secretary Wells.  In 
addition to the four letters, a stereoview of the 
academy is included.  Everything is in nice shape. 

Theodore Cooper entered the Navy as an Assistant 
Engineer in the fall of 1861 and was assigned to the 
gunboat Chocura.  In 1862, his ship joined the fleet at 
Hampton Roads and subsequently took part in the 
Siege of Yorktown and the Battles of West Point and 
York River as well as the blockade of Fort Caswell, Fort 
Fisher, and the Texas coast.  Cooper was detached 
from shipboard service in June of 1865 and transferred 
to the Naval Academy to serve as a faculty member in 
its newly formed Department of Steam Engineering. 

Letter of October 30th, 1863 – In this two-page 
letter, Cooper reports: “We arrived all safe 
yesterday morning.  I made my report. . . .  I expect I will go out on the ‘Chocura.’ [as it] is fast coming to 
completion.  We will go aboard next week and will sail soon after.  It is hinted that her destination will be New 
Orleans.” 

Letter of November 7th, 1865.  In this four page-letter, Cooper reports that although he is still in the Navy, he is 
teaching Steam Engineering at the Naval Academy and discusses a younger brother’s future: “I did not like the 
idea of Benny’s going into service as an apprentice, I wrote to Charles on the subject, I think it would be better 
to put him in any other business than that of the Navy.  But by far the most preferable one of the two methods 
would be to send him to this school where at least he would have a chance to get an education and would not 
be totally depraved as the chances would be if he should be placed on an apprentice ship with some of the worst 
coming from the cities without counting the full grown associates that boys must have aboard this these ships. 
[WOW!] After an apprenticeship . . . he will be fit for nothing. . . . The requirements to enter the academy are 
nothing to a boy who has ever been to any school.  ‘The candidate must be between 14 & 18 years of age . . . 
writing, reading, spelling, simple arithmetic, geography & elementary grammar,’ None of the subjects are very 
deeply examined. . . .  In arithmetic, addition, subtraction, multiplications, division, rule of three & fractions.  In 
geography, continents, oceans, seas, chief mountains, rivers & capitals.  In English grammar, parts of speech & 
elementary construction of a sentence.  I know Benny will go through these alright. . . .” 

Letter of November 9, 1867.  In this one-page, secretarial letter from Vice-Admiral David Porter to Secretary of 
the Navy Gideon Wells, Porter recommends that Cooper be allowed to take a promotion examination. 

Letter of November 9th, 1867.  In this copy of a personal one-page letter to Secretary Wells, Cooper requests 
permission to take a promotion examination.  

A wonderful group of letters with not only a description of Naval Academy entrance requirements but exceptionally 
candid content regarding the sexual predation and abuse suffered by “boy” apprentices at the hands of “full grown” 
sailors. 
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32.  [EDUCATION] [MILITARY & WAR]  34 large 19th Century photographs of the United States Military Academy.  
West Point, New York: 1868. 

These 34 albumin photographs are mounted on 
both sides of 17 heavy card leaves.  Most measure 
7.75” x 5.5”.  All are captioned in the margin.  They 
also are annotated “W.P.M.A. 1868.”  Likely these 
were removed from an academy yearbook or view 
book.  The photographs are all in nice shape, as are 
most of the mounting cards; several of the cards 
have some marginal soiling. 

Views include:  

A sentry standing guard during summer camp, 

The inside of a cadet room, 

A great view of the barracks, 

The “Old Academic Hall”, 

The outside of the mess hall,  

Dining tables inside the mess hall, 

Trophy Point,  

Flirtation Walk, 

Officers Row, 

General Winfield Scott’s Grave, 

A view of the Hudson from the Siege Battery, 

and many more. 
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33.  [FOLK ART] [LINCOLNIANA] [MILITARY & WAR] [POLITICS] [PRESIDENTS] Primitive pencil drawings related to 
the Presidential Election of 1860 and the Secession of South Carolina.  Unidentified artist. Unidentified location: 
dated “March 4th 1861.” 

Eight primitive pencil-drawings on a four-page 
lettersheet measuring 11.5” x 7.25” unfolded.  
Light wear and soiling.   

The largest and most impressive drawing is titled 
“S. Carolina Traitor / Lincoln Commander.”  It 
features a South Carolina militia officer marching 
with a drawn sword as a young African-American 
slave looks up at him and questions, “Oh! Massa 
what de Matter.”  A cannon, named “Preserver” 
points at the South Carolinian from under a U.S. 
flag emblazoned with the word, “UNION.”   The 
illustration clearly refers to South Carolina’s 
secession from the Union, which occurred in 
December of 1860 before Lincoln took office.  

 A second drawing dated March 4th 1861 (the date 
of President Abraham Lincoln’s first inauguration) 
features two men, one chasing the other with an 
axe.  The fleeing man is titled, “Buck,” and the man 
with the axe is identified as “A. L.”  It is captioned 
“You can’t support a wife and you won’t the 
UNION.”  This illustration refers to Lincoln’s 
inauguration on 4 March 1861 and shows a 
beardless Abraham Lincoln chasing former 
President James “Buck” Buchanan out of 
Washington.  The quotation alludes to the fact that 
Buchanan’s life-long bachelorhood was suspect in 
many peoples’ eyes and relates it to his inaction 
after a number of Southern 
states had seceded from the 
Union.   

Other drawings include a 
Union Shield, a Federal 
Eagle, a snake wrapped 
around what appears to be 
a Palmetto (likely a 
reference to the South 
Carolina flag), a Native-
American and white 
hunters, and a mother and 
son holding books. 

An artistically unique 
commentary upon the State 
of the Union in the days 
immediately prior to the 
outbreak of the Civil War. 
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34.  [GEOLOGY] [HUNTING] [SAFARI] [TRAVEL & EXPLORATION] Group of 79 photographs documenting an Angolan 
safari by two American geologists who were traveling across Africa to Cairo from an academic conference that 
was held in Pretoria.  Likely assembled by Ernest C. Roschen or Joseph T. Singewald.  Quicama, Angola: [1929]. 

The 79 silver gelatin snapshots 
(61 different, 18 duplicate) vary 
in size; most are approximately 
5.25” x 3.25” Twelve have 
typed or manuscript captions 
on their reverse.  All are slightly 
convex. 

These images came from a 
group of photographs that 
belonged to Dr. Ernest C. 
Roschen, an oil company 
geologist and long-time 
collaborator of Dr. Joseph 
Singewald, whose career and 
association with Roschen—
including their hunting trips—is 
described with considerable 
detail in the May, 1964 issue of 
The Bulletin of American 
Association of Petroleum 
Geologists.   

These photos show the two 
white hunters (Roschen and 
Stringwald posing with their 
trophies (leopard, antelope, 
impala, hippopotamus, water 
buffalo, n’golungo, bushbuck, 
etc.), a Baobab tree, the Safari 
trucks (stuck in the mud, 
fording a river, at the campsite, 
etc.),  and African men, women, 
and children carrying supplies, 
butchering game, posing, etc.  
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35.  [HUMOR] [MIMEOGRAPHY] [MILITARY & WAR] [POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)] Humorous, 
mimeographed Vietnam short-timer’s form letter.  Signed by Jackie Ford.  South Vietnam: circa 1969-1972. 

This one-page mimeographed 
form letter was signed by Jackie 
Ford and sent from Vietnam to 
family and friends back home 
shortly before he reached his 
Date of Estimated Return from 
Overseas (DEROS).  The letter 
has mailing folds and some 
spots of light toning. 

This form letter was used by 
soldiers in Vietnam to 
humorously announce their 
expected return to the United 
States.  Copies have been found 
sent by men assigned to several 
different units.  Its use (by a 
soldier named Eugene Eger) was 
first reported in a short article in 
the Altoona Mirror on July 21, 
1967.  Most of the existing 
copies seem to have been sent 
between 1968 and 1969, 
however one was used as late as 
1972.  This example is undated. 

Although it is filled with army 
slang and humor, a number of 
the probable homecoming 
behaviors it identifies are today 
considered to be symptoms of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). 

A humorous, yet poignant, 
record of army service in 
Vietnam.   

Although transcriptions of this 
letter appear in several contemporary newspapers and a few books and blogs, physical copies are apparently very 
scarce.  As of 2018, there are no records of any examples for sale in the trade, having been sold at auction, or held 
by any institution. 
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36.  [JEFFERSONIANA] [LOUISIANA PURCHASE] [POLITICS] [PRESIDENNTS] Early newspaper articles discussing the 
Louisiana Territory following President Jefferson’s Second Annual Report to Congress in which he warned of the 
threat to the United States posed by Spain’s cession of the territory to France.  Hartford, Connecticut: The 
Connecticut Courant, January 26, 1803. 

Two pages of this four-page newspaper are devoted to the Louisiana and the debate in the House of Representatives 
following Jefferson’s Second Annual Report to Congress.  Two names have been written in the upper margin of the 
first page: Elihu Thomas and James Thomas.  The newspaper is complete and in nice shape with some minor edge-
wear and short splits beginning along a horizontal storage fold. 

 

At the end of the French and Indian War, France withdrew from North America, ceding its territories east of the 
Mississippi River to the British and New Orleans and Louisiana to Spain.  In a subsequent treaty, Spain granted the 
United States the right to use the Mississippi and New Orleans for commerce, and both the river and the port became 
essential to the American economy.  Napoleon, who seized power in 1799, had designs for restoring French power 
in North America, and in October of 1802, he coerced Spanish King Charles IV, to return Louisiana to France.  Panic 
gripped the United States when, after the transfer, American access to New Orleans’ warehouses was revoked, 
effectively preventing any shipment of U.S. goods through the port.  While many called for a declaration of war, 
Jefferson dispatched his Secretary of State, James Madison, to Paris to assist the U.S. Minister, Robert Livingston, in 
negotiating a peaceful resolution.  However, in his address of December 15, Jefferson also warned Congress that 
“the cession of the Spanish province of Louisiana to France . . . will, if carried into effect, make a change in the aspect 
of our foreign relations, which will doubtless have just weight in any deliberations of the legislature connected with 
that subject.” 

Debate began immediately, and both Congress and the public clamored for more information.  This newspaper’s 
lead article is in direct response to Jefferson’s “message.”  It begins, “The subject of Louisiana continues every day 
to become more and more interesting to all classes of American citizens,” and over the next 48 column inches 
provides a comprehensive history of the territory and its related international politics from 1512 through 1795.  An 
additional 90 column inches are devoted to the Congressional debate that was touched off by Jefferson’s speech 
including remarks made by Congressmen Bacon, Dana, Davis, Dawson, Eustis, Huger, Gregg, Griswold, Randolph, 
Rutledge, and Smilie. 

A scarce early Louisiana Purchase item.  While reports of the debate appeared in a number of newspapers, as of 
2018, OCLC shows no institutional holdings of any contemporary writing about the history of and international 
politics surrounding Louisiana although internet queries located two digital copies of this article in other newspapers.  
Auction searches using ABPC and the Rare Book Hub returned no records.  No similar items are for sale in the trade. 
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37. [GOLD RUSH] [TRAVEL] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] Letter from a prospector recounting the arduous journey 
over Chilkoot Pass to reach the Yukon gold fields.  Sheep Camp on Chilkoot Trail near Dyea, Alaska: 1898. 

This four-page, unsigned letter was sent to “Friend 
Alice” by a prospector while in route to the gold fields 
from the Alaskan port of Dyan.  Two stereoviews of the 
climb are included.   

In the late summer of 1896, after news reached San 
Francisco and Seattle that gold was discovered in 
Northwest Canada, it began a stampede of over 
100,000 prospectors.  Of the two ways to reach the 
gold fields, the Chilkoot trail was shorter but far 
steeper and much more dangerous.  It soon became 
apparent that many who chose the Chilkoot were 
unprepared to survive the arduous terrain and harsh 
weather, so the North-West Mounted Police refused 
to allow prospectors to proceed until they had 
assembled a year’s worth (about a ton) of food, 
supplies, and equipment on the Canadian side of the 
3,800 foot pass.   

This letter recounts the strenuous 33-mile climbs made 
by this prospector, carrying packs of 50-75 pounds on 
each trip up the mountain.  He describes the weather, “a 
regular blizzard at times,” noting that “accidents are 
happening all the time and hardly a day passes without 

one or more victim coming out over the trail on his last journey.”  He also, provides a detailed description of his 
effort to help recover bodies after the “great snow slide” of April 2nd which killed at least 68 men; the avalanche 
covered “2½ acres . . . 10 to 25 feet deep.” 

A terrific first-hand account of the Klondike Gold Rush at the height of the stampede. 
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38.  [LOVE] [MAPS] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] Newsy Mexican-American War love letter from 

a naval officer describing the medical aftermath of Second Battle of Tabasco and the upcoming Battle for Mexico 

City.  A map of the Second Battle of Tabasco is also included.  George Ransom.  USS Fredonia off Anton Lizardo (a 

small fishing village near Vera Cruz), Mexico: 1847. 

This two-page letter and envelope were mailed by 
Midshipman George Ransom aboard the USS Fredonia to his 
wife Jane (“Jenny”) at Richfield Springs, New York on August 
9, 1847.  It was carried free-of-charge by the USS Mississippi 
to Pensacola, Florida where it was placed in the U.S. mail.  It 
bears a very nice strike of the scarce black, circular “Pensacola 
Flor.” postmark dated August 17 and a manuscript “10” 
indicating the cost to deliver the letter from Pensacola to 
Richfield Springs.  The letter is in nice shape.  The envelope 
has some postal wear and a hole in the front panel that has 
been mended with a translucent stamp hinge.  

A Sketch of the River Tabasco from Devil's Bend to St. Juan 
Battista Shewing the Landing and March of Commre Perry's 
Forces, June 16th 1847 measuring approximately 10” x 7” by 
an unknown officer from Perry’s squadron and removed from 
an unknown publication, most likely a U.S. Navy report, is 
included. 

In this excessively saccharine love letter to his “his own sweet 
little wife . . . my dear darling little Angel Jenny!” Ransom less 
than truthfully discusses the sickness within the fleet that 
began following Commodore Perry’s amphibious victory over the 
Mexican forces at Acachapan and Fort Iturbide. 

“The Steamer “Mississippi” . . . is to leave . . . for Pensacola . . . in 
consequence of sickness amongst her crew, occasioned by too much 
exposure, in the hot sun, upon the late expeditions to Tobasco and 
elsewhere.  There has been a great deal of sickness amongst all those 
vessels that were engaged upon the Tobasco expedition.  Many 
cases of malignant yellow fever. . . .  My dearest Jenny, you must not 
allow yourself to be anxious about me.  I am still very healthy, and in 
no danger . . .  this fever is not at all contagious.” 

He additionally reports that 

“it is probable that unless the Mexicans will come to some 
immediate terms for peace, the greatest battle that has yet been 
fought will be fought some time between this and the 20th inst 
before the City of Mexico.  We have great hopes – very great hopes, 
therefore, that the war will be terminated in some way, ere the 
middle of next month.”   

An interesting and important commentary on the health of the U.S. naval forces at the end of the Mexican War.  
Mexican war letters from naval officers are scarce; those that discuss naval operations even more so.  As of 2018, 
no similar naval letters are for sale in the trade nor are there any records of similar letters having be sold at auction 
per ABPC and the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows no institutions holding similar correspondence, however journals 
kept by Ransom before the Mexican-American War and during the Civil War are held at the University of Michigan. 
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39.  [MAPS] [MILITARY & WAR] [WESTWARD EXPANSION] Ornamental Map of the United States & Mexico: Map 

of the United States and Mexico.  New York: Ensign, Thayer & Co. Sold by Sowle & Ward of Boston, 1848 but a later 

printing, probably circa 1851 based on the portraits and state-territory boundaries.   

Broadside with a central map, three 

portraits, four vignettes, and two 

tables   Framed in thin black wood 

and under glass.  The frame 

measures 24” x 32”; the broadside at 

least 22.5” x 30.5”.  Probably a wood 

engraving , but possibly a lithograph 

or cerograph; hand colored. Not 

examined out of the frame, but it 

appears to be in very good shape 

with nice coloring.  Pressed-out 

wrinkles and creases.  A few tape 

stains and remnants with some 

minor paper losses, primarily at 

corners and marginal edges.  

Shipping charges will be required. 

Clearly a tribute in honor the the 

United States’ victory in the Mexican-

American War and an unabashed 

celebration of westward expansion.  

President Washington’s portrait is at 

top center flanked by those of 

Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield 

Scott.  A long, horizontal vignette 

immediately below the portraits 

shows a “Panoramic View from New 

York to the Pacific Ocean by the 

Contemplated Oregon Railroad.”  

The large central map does not yet 

show the Kansas or Washington 

Territories.  Two travelers’ routes (“Route of the Oregon Emigrants” and “Route of the Santa Fe Traders”) are shown.  

There are no Mexican distance tables, and Rufus Blanchard’s name does not appear.  The map is flanked by two long 

vertical tables that provide information about the states and territories.  The bottom center vignette, titled “An 

American Exhibits to the Sovereigns of Europe the Progress of his Country,” features a modestly dressed gentleman 

proudly addressing Queen Victoria and a gathering of uniformed royalty while pointing to an American scene 

featuring a steamship, warship, other vessels, a train, a factory, rich farmland, and a hot air balloon rising above 

majestic mountains.  It is flanked by captioned illustrations of two ancient Mexican landmarks that had gained 

renown during the war, the “Great Temple Dedicated to the Sun” and “The Halls of the Montezumas.”   

Ensign-style Ornamental Maps were issued several times between 1847 and 1855 in the same basic format but with 

variations in the portraits, boundaries, tables, etc.  This map is similar to Streeter, 3892, but with earlier portraits 

and different boundaries. 

Quite scarce in any edition.  As of 2018, only one is for sale in the trade (an 1848 printing for $15,000). ABPC and the 

Rare Book Hub show only one auction result in the last 45 years.  Seven are held by institutions (one from 1847, one 

from 1848, and five from 1854-5). 
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40.  [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] Letter from a U. S. mariner held captive in Naples after his ship 
was captured and condemned during the Napoleonic Wars.  Sent by Olphert Tittle.  Naples: 1810. 

This two-page stampless folded letter measures 
approximately 14.5” x 10” unfolded.  It was sent by 
Olphert Tittle in Naples to Olphert Tittle (his father) in 
Beverly, Massachusetts.  The letter is dated “March 11th 
1810,” and its salutation begins “Honor’d Mother.”  It 
bears a weak red strike of the circular Boston postmark 
with stars at the bottom (ASSC #203), a red “SHIP” 
handstamp, and a faint “16” cent manuscript rate mark 
(6 cents for receipt of a private ship letter + a 2-cent ship 
letter conveyance fee + an 8-cent delivery fee from 
Boston to Beverly).  The letter is in nice shape with 
expected postal wear and soiling.  Transcript is included. 

In this letter Tittle, who was a sailor on or perhaps the 
master of the ship Adventure, describes his captivity in 
Naples to his mother at home in Massachusetts which 
reads in part: 

“We arrived here the 20th of December after a 
passage of 71 days.  We have been lying here three 
months & nothing done for us.  They have taken our 
Cargo & sold it.  Yesterday it was reported that the 
vessels were to be condemned and a cartel fitted out 
to take the Americans home but how soon God only 
knows they have taken our Adventure and all from 
us, and now we must come home by way of Bussums 
Corner.  I cannot describe the treatment we have 
suffered since we have arrived.  Vessels bound direct 
. . . they go out and fetch her in as a prize.  If they don’t catch them outside, as soon as they enter the harbor 
they make a prize of them.  There is about thirty sail of us all to be condemned. . . .  Capt Larcom has been 
condemned . . . and had all taken from him.  And I expect [we] will be servic’d the same, but there is no [word] 
yet.  Captain Fairfact was taken 6 month ago.  He has compromis’d and got his vessel again, he expects to sail in 
the course of a fortnight or three weeks and then I shall state the particulars.” 

While the impressment of American sailors during the Napoleonic Wars by the British is well recorded in history 
books, far less has been written about the seizure and/or destruction of American ships, theft of their cargo, and 
detention of their crews by the French and their allies.  In this letter, Tittle recounts that over 30 U.S. merchant 
vessels had been captured by the French and their Neapolitan allies and held at Naples in 1810.  Although the ships 
and cargo were never recovered, the American consul in Naples was able to secure the seamen’s release and 
purchase one of the condemned vessels, the ship Francis, from the Neapolitans to transport the 214 captured sailors 
back to the United States.  The loss of ships and cargo was enormous; from Salem alone, it approached $775,000. 
(See Hurd: History of Essex County, Massachusetts, volume 1 and Williams: The French Assault on American Shipping, 
1793–1813.) 

Exceptionally scarce, perhaps the only extant example of a letter from a U. S. seaman captured by the French during 
the Napoleonic Wars.  As of 2018, nothing similar is for sale in the trade, and no auction records are found at either 
APBC or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC also shows no similar personal correspondence or writings at any institutions, 
however the Peabody Essex Museum holds a ship’s log from a vessel that ends when it was condemned in Lisbon in 
1811. While mail from mariners during the earlier Quasi-War with France (1798-1800) appears in philatelic auctions 
from time-to-time, none of it has been from prisoners describing their captivity.  No French, much less Neapolitan, 
captivity letters from the Napoleonic Wars have appeared at philatelic auctions, although there was one auction lot 
consisting of a Ship’s Master letter expressing anxiety that his vessel might be taken by French privateers. 

$1,250  Read’Em Again Books #9071 

 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009071/olphert-tittle/letter-from-a-u-s-mariner-held-captive-in-naples-after-his-ship-was-captured-and-condemned-during-the
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/009071/olphert-tittle/letter-from-a-u-s-mariner-held-captive-in-naples-after-his-ship-was-captured-and-condemned-during-the


 

41.  [MILITARY & WAR] [RAILROADS] [TELEGRAPHY]   Extensive photographic record of one of the first U.S. 
telegraph battalions to deploy to France as part of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) during World War One.  
Compiled by Herbert Guest.  France: 1918. 

This 7” x 9” journal contains about 
300 captioned silver gelatin photos 
of varying sizes plus about 25 
handwritten pages documenting the 
413th Telegraph Battalion’s wartime 
service. About 15 images are of 
family at home.  A post-war letter 
and calling card are laid-in. There are 
three sketches: two of railroad signs 
(one advertising tobacco and one 
announcing a “coiffe,” probably a cap 
or plate joining pieces of rail) as well 
as a soldier using a pissoir behind a 
screen advertising an aperitif.  
Photos are in nice shape with some 
minor fading and mirroring.  The 
album cover is worn, and the spine 
has perished. Some pages are 
beginning to detach. 

The 413th was one of the earliest U.S. 
telegraph units to form and claimed 
to have been the first to arrive in 
France. Its mission was to help 
establish the backbone of 
communications within the AEF.   It 
was mostly composed of telegraph 
professionals (linemen, electricians, 
telegraphers, train dispatchers, 
signal operators, etc.) from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad.  

The photos show life at the unit’s various camp sites (tents, shots of soldiers, 
etc.), erecting poles, linemen on poles stringing wire, a mule train, trucks and 
locomotives, operating equipment, views of towns and villages (some with 
war damage), etc..  An interesting group shows supplies being transported 
over the River Charente at Rochefort via the transbordeur (aerial bridge). 

The handwritten text consists primarily of popular soldier song lyrics.  Most 
interesting are 13 unit-specific verses to Hinky-Dinky Parlez Vous that 
humorously chronicles the 413th’s ongoing wartime service.  Ten pages are 
used to record the names and addresses of 60 soldiers assigned to or 
working in conjunction with the unit. 

A nice visual history of a critical and early arriving, but often overlooked and 
undocumented, component of the AEF during World War One. 
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42.  [MILITARY & WAR] [YMCA]  An exceptional two-volume scrapbook set documenting a YMCA worker’s 

experience supporting the 26th (Yankee) Division during World War I.  Compiled by Manley Fifield Allbright.  France 

and Boston: 1918-1919. 

These matching bound volumes measure 9.5” x 12” and 
contain approximately 225 letters, passports, visas, 
identification cards and papers, steamship tickets and 
brochures, movement orders, train tickets, ration stamps, 
currency, letterheads, programs, newspaper clippings, pay 
vouchers, uniform receipts, menus, maps, ticket stubs, 
luggage stickers, and more. Only two photos, both 
identification portraits.  All of the items, except the passport, 
are neatly glued to the pages; the passport is attached by 
corner mounts.  Most are organized in chronological 
sequence.   

Allbright was a native of Auburn, New York.  After graduating 
from the Boston Latin School, he attended Hamilton College 
where he earned a Master’s degree followed by additional 
studies at Auburn Theological Seminary, the University of 
Chicago, and Harvard.  Before World War I, Albright served as 
the pastor of Presbyterian churches in Lewiston New York, 
Chicago, and La Grange 
Illinois. He joined the YMCA 
during World War I and served 
in France, not in a religious 
capacity but as a regimental 
secretary to two 26th Division 
units, first to the 101st 
Ammunition Train and later 
the 103rd Heavy Artillery.  One 
page in this album includes 
five newspaper articles (three 
with half-tone portrait 
photos) recounting details of 
his service. 

This is without doubt the best 
organized and most orderly 
World War One service 
worker scrapbook we have 
handled, and it contains 
examples of many uncommon 
YMCA documents. 
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43.  [MILITARY & WAR]  Photograph album documenting the American participation in the Allied Intervention in 
Russia following World War I and the Russian Revolution.  Unidentified compiler.  Siberia: circa 1919. 

This album contains 127 photographs and 28 mostly real photo postcards.  
Various photographic and photomechanical processes including silver gelatin, 
collotype, carbon, half-tone, etc.  All but two of the photos and eight of the 
postcards relate to the U.S. Army’s participation in the occupation of Siberia as 
part of the Allied Intervention in the Russian Revolution.  Nice shape overall. 

Seven photographs are soldier 
portraits: two show soldiers in 
heavy winter gear, one shows a 
soldier with a K Company, 31st 
Infantry Regiment collar device, 
and one shows a soldier with an 
unusual “S” over “AEF” Siberian 
shoulder patch unlike the 
standard “Polar Bear” sleeve 
insignia.  Other photographs are of 
American soldiers repairing 
destroyed railroad tracks, 
debarking from a river barge, at 
rifle practice, corralling horses, 
chopping wood, hip-deep in snow 
and in what must be the heaviest 
coat and furriest mittens ever 
made. Additional images show a 
tent city, box cars, supplies and 
equipment, a camel caravan, a 
ship being unloaded, coolies using 
shoulder yokes to carry heavy 
loads, a number of soldiers from 
various White Russian units and 
probably the Czech Legion, 
Cossacks, two men (probably 
Bolsheviks) with bound hands, an 
execution (probably of a 
Bolshevik), White Russian cavalry fording a stream, Russian peasants from various ethnic groups, and much more. 

The post cards are captioned in English or Russian.  Some of the images show Americans entering Vladivostok, their 
initial tent camp at Vladivostok, Vladivostok street and harbor scenes, the Flag Ship “Brooklyn,” and the Vladivostok 
Army-Navy YMCA. 

All 31st Infantry and other regimental photograph albums from Siberia during the Allied Intervention are very scarce; 
this one is no exception.   
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44. [MILITARY & WAR]  World War II photograph album documenting one Marine’s combat experience on Iwo 
Jima.  Compiled by Private First Class, John M. “Lucky” Rhude.  Iwo Jima and Hawaii: 1944-1945. 

This 11” x 8” leather album contains approximately 
120 corner-mounted, captioned photographs of 
varying size.  The photos are in nice shape, and 
pages are edge-worn.  Binding is sound, but cover is 
soiled and worn. 

Rhude was assigned to the 4th Marine Division’s 4th 
Medical Battalion.  After intensive training, the 
division shipped out early in 1944 and made four 
major amphibious assaults in the battles of 
Kwajalein, Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima.  It suffered 
over 14,000 casualties by the end of the war. 

About 15 of Rhude’s photos are from pre-
deployment training in Hawaii and several of these 
show sailors, presumably corpsmen, together with 
Marines.  About 75, some of which are labeled “Iwo,” 
were taken in a combat environment.  It’s unclear if 
all were from Iwo Jima or if some may have been 
taken in other battles.  These images show destroyed 
Japanese tanks, artillery, and aircraft, Marines in 
combat gear and firing weapons, “good [that is, dead] 
japs,” “battle sight” [that is, a view of the immediate 
front], a view from a half-track, “moving up” (two 
photos: one of Marines advancing, and one with two 
Marines taking a break), a “jap cave,” a destroyed 
enemy bunker labeled “out of order,” and more.  One 
photo, captioned “A Good Buddy (Dead)” shows a 
Marine sitting next to a dead 
friend; two other photos taken 
after the battle show the “Iwo 
Grave Yard.”  The album closes 
with a number of photos taken 
after Rhude returned to Hawaii; 
some of which are of a Marine 
baseball team. 

An exceptional first-hand visual 
record of combat on Iwo Jima 
using vernacular snapshots 
taken by a Marine who fought 
there. 
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45.  [NURSING] [WOMEN] Autograph album and work journal documenting the life of a young nurse in the 
Northwestern United States.  Written and compiled by Irma E. Bierce.  Portland, Oregon and Marysville, 
Washington: 1900-1926. 

The diary measures 3.75” x 6”; 
the autograph album, 7.76” x 
5”.  The album contains about 
50 entries written between 
1900 and 1926, eight include 
small photographs.  38 of the 
diary pages are filled with 
entries made between 1907 
and 1911.  Both covers are worn 
with perished spines. 

The autograph album 
sentiments were mostly written 
by school friends from 
Maryville, Washington in the 
very early 1900s when Bierce 
would have been about 
fourteen years old.  The journal entries, which are dated between 1907 and 1913, record details of Bierce’s work 
days while was during training and while employed as a nurse at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Portland, Oregon: 

1907 – 1908 “Entered training November the twenty eight, thanksgiving day.  Was put on duty . . . in the wards 
29 and 21 and three private rooms. . . .  Sister Christiana in charge. . . .  Was sick and lost one day during probation. 
. . .  Was put on duty on fourth floor in wards 104, 107 and 109. . . .  Stayed only two days when I was changed 
to the wards 116 and 118. . . . [until I] was given the fever ward. . . .  Went out on special duty, my patient being 
a little boy aged six with Cholera Morbis. . . .  I sponged for two operations, one for the removal of a fractured 
rib and one an appendectomy, this being my first experience in the surgery.” Bierce discusses additional 
operations (gall stones, strangulated hernia, appendectomy, etc.) including one on a young mother who did not 
survive the surgery. . . .  It is one year today since I entered the training school.” 

1908 – 1909  – Given the office of the sterilizing room, instruments and sponges. . . . Went to pharmacy . . . Went 
to surgery; gave two anesthetics. . . .  Heart disease patient died Sunday morning.   . .   Went to work in Hogan’s 
Alley . . . . putting up aprons and gauze and sheets. . . .  Plastic work on face.  Went on special duty . . . the patient 
being a man who was injured in Invan and Poukam Mill having the right arm amputated at shoulder joint, the 
left broken and dislocated, a broken jaw, broken collarbone, broken rib and many small wounds.” 

1909-1910  Feb 20th went to Sanatorium, sick for 2 days. . . . April 20 taken sick with diphtheria.  Graduation June 
1, 1910.  June 2 began night duty on 5th floor. . . . June 11 taken sick [and] went to 500 on 5th floor . . . had 
operations. . . . Dr Brook gave the anesthetic.  Stitches removed . . . Up in wheel chair for about ½ hour. . . .” 

Bierce continues to discuss her hospital work for the several pages, but her entries end abruptly on February 8, 1913. 

There are also ten pages in the rear of the book containing handwritten poems. 
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Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs of  

diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books. 

---------- 

We hope you’ll be able to visit us at one of these remaining 2018 shows: 

Tennessee Antiquarian Book Fair at Franklin, Tennessee – 28-29 July 

Georgia Antiquarian Book Fair at Decatur, Georgia – 1-2 September 

Brooklyn Antiquarian Book Fair at Brooklyn, New York – 8-9 September 

Washington Antiquarian Book Fair at Rosslyn, Virginia – 28-29 September  

Boston International Antiquarian Book Fair, Massachusetts – 16-18 November 
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