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What do we sell, and why do we sell it? 

“So,” we are frequently asked by traditional bibliophiles at antiquarian book fairs, “the items in your booth 
are fascinating, but does anyone actually collect these things?”  Of course, our answer is a resounding, 
“Yes! . . . if people didn’t buy these things, we wouldn’t be selling them.”  Often, after a moment or two, 
we are then asked, “But why do they collect these things?” . . . a fair question to ask of people who bill 
themselves as booksellers but actually specialize in selling personal narratives whether they be diaries, 
journals, correspondence, photograph albums, scrapbooks, or the like.   

We have thought a lot about this over the years and have come to realize that most of those who buy from 
us don’t consider themselves to be book collectors even though they may often buy collectible books.  
Rather, whether institutional or individual, they are thematic collectors—perhaps they collect topics 
related to their employment, a hobby, an institution, an interest, a region, a historical period, or even their 
family—and the things we sell, stories about some facet of their original owners’ lives, provide personal 
insights into interesting or important aspects of American life, history, or culture.  That is exactly what we 
are offering in this catalog. 

Terms of Sale  

Prices quoted are in U.S dollars. When applicable, we must charge sales tax.  Standard domestic shipping is 
at no charge.  International shipping charges vary.  All shipments are insured.  Reciprocal trade discounts 
are extended.  Established customers and institutions may be invoiced; all others are asked to prepay.  

If you are viewing this catalog on-line, the easiest way for you to complete a purchase is to click on the Item 
# or image associated with a listing.  This will open a link where you can complete your purchase.  We also 
accept credit cards, checks, and money orders. Bank transfers are accepted but will incur an additional fee.  

Any item may be returned for full refund for any reason if the return is initiated within ten days of a 
purchaser’s receipt and the item arrives back to us in the same condition as when originally shipped.  Prior 
notice of any return is appreciated.  Return shipping costs will be paid by the buyer. All items are guaranteed 
as described.  If a recognized authority finds an item or signature not to be genuine, the original purchaser 
may return the item at any time for a full refund including all shipping costs.  

Regards, Kurt and Gail 

______________________ 

Kurt and Gail Sanftleben 
Montclair, VA 22025 
Email: info@read-em-again.com 
Phone: 703-580-6946 
Website: read-em-again.com 
 

      

    Member ABAA, ILAB, APS, and NSDA 
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1.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MUSIC] The Crow Quadrilles (Zip Coon, Jim Brown, Sittin on a Rail, Jim Crow, Clare de Kitchen, 
and Sich a Getin Up Stairs).  [Thomas D. Rice].  Baltimore: G. Willig, Jun’r, [1834-1850] 

Sheet music with 8-pages including the 
cover.  Complete.  Six songs: Zip Coon 
(Turkey in the Straw), Jim Brown, Sittin 
on a Rail, Jim Crow, Clare de Kitchen, 
and Sich a Getting Up Stairs.  The front 
cover features a series of blackface 
character illustrations.  The music is in 
very nice shape; light toning.  Once 
bound so a little rough along the left 
edge. 

Thomas “Daddy” Rice, the “father of 
American minstrelsy,” was a white 
performer who first donned his black-
faced, Jim Crow persona in 1828 during 
a New York song-and-dance routine.   

Rice claimed his routine was inspired by 
a stable hand named Jim Crow whom he 
saw performing a song and jig, after 
which he purchased the man’s ragged 
clothing and adapted his dance routine 
for the stage.   

Rice’s performance took first New York 
and then the entire country by storm. 
Others imitated Rice’s act in increasingly 
elaborate shows, and minstrel shows 
became the most important and 
popular form of American 
entertainment during the 19th century.  

Several versions of The Crow Quadrilles 
were published between 1834 and 
1850, and their precedence is 
undetermined.   

This example is one of two that included six 
Rice songs.  Its front cover shows Rice 
performing as Jim Crow in the center, a 
blackface marching band, and several other 
characters including Zip Coon and Long Tail 
Blue.  A black crow with the human face 
(possibly a portrait of Rice without burnt 
cork) surmounts the other illustrations 

While all versions of The Crow Quadrilles are 
scarce, this edition is much less common than 
the others.  As of 2017, none are for sale in 
the trade, OCLC shows only one institutional 
holding, and one sold for $1,100 at a recent 
Swann auction. 

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #8942 
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2.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [THEATER] Broadsheet advertising a theatrical production of On the Suwanee River.  Circa 1905.   

This four-page broadsheet measures 19” x 12.5” unfolded.  
Although the broadsheet notes that the performance would 
be held in the “Grand Opera House, 3 Nights Commencing 
Thursday, Feb. 23” it doesn’t mention a city.  In nice shape 
with some wear.  Two folds with some short marginal splits.   

The front cover touts the performance as an “Uproarious 
Comedy commingled with a delightful story of the 
Southland” and features illustrations of a Southern belle 
about to fall (jump?) from a bridge, a riverside mansion, a 
young black child eating watermelon, and an smiling alligator 
balancing upright on its tail.  Music and lyrics to Stephen 
Foster’s famous song take up the entire rear cover.   

The inside two-page advertising poster promotes the play 
(“strong dramatic situations, delicate love passages . . . 
HUMOR. . . .  New and Original Mechanical Effects. . . . . A 
Drama for the Family. . . . The South as Southern People 
Know it. . . .  devotion, loyalty, and courage . . . old time 
healthy morality, etc.”)  Seven illustrations include a mixed-
race crowd of people watching a stricken man and fainting 
woman, Aunt Lindy (a stereotypical ‘mammy’ character) 
attending to “Dora, the blind girl,” two African-American 
sharecroppers singing happily, a gigantic anthropomorphic 
frog and alligator singing with a black woman all in evening 
dress, and three young black children riding on the back of 
an alligator. 

The show, perhaps based upon On the Suwanee River, A Romance by Opie Percival Read, was performed throughout the 
country between 1899 and 1909 and received glowing newspaper reviews.   

As of 2018, none for sale in the trade; no institutional holdings per OCLC, and no auction records at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8990 
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3.  [AFRICAN-AMERICANA] [MEDICAL & NURSING] Photograph album compiled by an African American railroad steward 
including one image of the aftermath of the Tulsa Race Riot. Compiled by Herbert Hardy.   Kansas City, Tulsa, Buffalo: 1921-
1929. 

This 11.5” x 7” album contains about 65 
b/w photographs, most approximately 5” 
x 3.5” or 4.5” x 2”.  Some of the photos 
have been trimmed to shape.  There are 
also seven or eight pieces of ephemera 
(greeting cards, business cards, medical 
treatment receipt, news clippings, etc.) 
Three sepia portrait photos, including one 
of Hardy, are laid-in.  Overall, in very nice 
shape.  Some photos are cut to shape; 
several have missing or creased corners, 
and a person has been excised from one 
group image. Minor wear to the album 
cover. 

Very nice grouping of photos showing 
young, well-to-do African-American men 
and women.  One shows a Hardy carrying 
a large traveling bag; one shows 
destruction from the Tulsa Race Riot; two 
show men and women in graduation 

robes, and many are posed shots of family or friends with several taken at the “Scout” 
statue in Kansas City, Missouri. 

The ephemera includes several business cards from professionals of color (physician, dentist, chemistry professor), a treatment 
receipt from the University of Michigan Health Service, several greeting cards (one with a photo of Hardy’s wife, Marie), and a 
later mid-1930s news clipping reporting that Miss Eva Bateman (Noles) had been accepted as the first African-American student 
to attend the E. J. Meyer Memorial Hospital School of Nursing,  

1940 census records show that the Hardys, both college graduates, lived in Buffalo, New York, and that Herbert was a railroad 
steward.  Bateman-Noles went on to a distinguished nursing career and retired as the Director of Nursing at Buffalo’s famed 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8944 
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4.  [ANTI-SEMITISM] [JUDAICA] [MILITARY & WAR] The Black Album (Ha-albom ha-shahor].  Tel Aviv: The Anti-Nazi League, 
1940.  

Booklet of postcards.  6.5” x 4.25”.  
Complete with all ten postcards.  Text in 
Hebrew, English, and French; postcard 
captions in English.  Minor soiling to the 
cover.  Text and cards are lightly toned.  
Three of the postcards are separated 
along their perforations and are laid-in 
the booklet. 

This book of postcards published by the 
Anti-Nazi League of Tel Aviv was a very 
early—said by some to be the earliest—
depiction of Nazi atrocities against the 
Jews.  As noted in the album’s 
introduction, the postcards were 
intended to publicize Nazi barbarism,  

"The most tragic thing is that people 
aren't paying attention to this 
horrifying information from 
Poland...that's why the Anti-Nazi 
League in Palestine took upon itself 
the task of breaking the apathy of the world community to 
these events . . . by the representatives of Satan, in an 
appropriate manner."  

Each postcard includes the text:  

"Send this card to everyone you know in the world and 
participate in the disclosure of the Nazi crimes,”  

and each reproduces a captioned photograph such as  

"Death in the wake of Hitler,” "The work of Nazi hangmen,” 
"The Nazi murderers enjoy themselves," etc.   

As of 2018 no others are for sale in the trade.  Rare Book Hub shows only three auction records.  OCLC shows four examples 
held by institutions; two in the United States and two in Europe, however the two in the United States are identified as later 
printings. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8955 
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5.  [AVIATION] [MIMEOGRAPHY] [MOTORCYCLES] [PHLATELY] Collection of New York Motorcycle Club announcements: 
seven postal cards from the club’s secretary and two postcards from its most famous member, Glenn Curtis.  Glenn Curtis 
and Mitch Toepel to Dwight Patterson.  New York City and Hammondsport: 1907. 

The seven multi-color illustrated 1-cent McKinley 
postal cards (Scott #UX18) are announcements of 
New York Motorcycle Club lectures, runs, rides, 
and hillclimbs; these were sent by the club 
secretary and were postmarked in New York City.  
Two postcards featuring Glenn Curtis (one on a 
motorcycle and one flying an airship); were 
franked with 1-cent green Franklin stamps (Scott 
#300) and postmarked from Curtis’s hometown, 
Hammondsport, New York.  

The New York Motorcycle Club, one of if not the 
first motorcycle clubs in the United States, was 
organized sometime prior to 1903 when it merged 
with the Alpha Motorcycle Club of Brooklyn to 
form the Federation of American Motorcyclists, 
the first predecessor of today’s American 
Motorcycle Association.  At the time these cards 
were sent, Dwight Patterson was the club Vice-
President.   

Glenn Curtis was an early member of the club and 
won the first American hillclimb, which the club 
sponsored.  Both of the cards featuring were sent 
from Curtis’s hometown of Hammondsport.  One is 
a real photo postcard (RPPC) showing Curtis flying 
a dirigible; it is captioned “Curtis Descending, 6/18-
07 Hammondsport, N.Y.” and postmarked two 
weeks later.  The other is of Curtis sitting upon his 
famous V-8 motorcycle with which he set a world 
speed record for any vehicle in 1907; it is also 
postmarked from Hammondsport in 1907 and 
contains a short manuscript note, likely written by 
Curtis, that reads, “8 cylinder club meets at 
Hammondsport come and bring your 8 cyl.” 

The seven multi-color event postal cards were likely printed using a 
Cyclostyle copier, an early mimeograph-like machine that could print 
in different colors.  The events promoted include: a lecture on 
blowouts by a Goodyear Tire representative, the “Second Club Run,” a 
“Blind Run,” the “Decoration Day Hillclimb,” five “Short Ride Abouts 
for June,” a hillclimb planning meeting, and dinner ride to Brewster. 

A terrific grouping of early ephemera from one of the first motorcycle 
clubs in the United States and its most famous member.  As of 2018, 
nothing similar for sale in the trade; no similar institutional holdings 
listed at OCLC, and no auction records of similar albums identified by 
ABPC nor the Rare Book Hub. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8986  
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6.  [AVIATION] [EDUCATION] Photograph album showing aircraft, students, and facilities at the Curtis-Wright Technical 
Institute at the Grand Central Air Terminal in Glendale, California.  [Unknown compiler].  Glendale, California: 1930s. 

This 12” x 8” album contains over 
115 original photographs (most 
4.5” x 2.75”) and real photo 
postcards.  All of the images are 
glued to the pages. About 100 of 
the photos show training, racing, 
experimental, military, and 
commercial aircraft; the 
remainder show students and 
school facilities. The contents are 
in nice shape; the album cover has 
some wear. 

The Curtis-Wright Institute, 
established in 1929, was one of 
the first professional aviation 
schools in the United States, and 
Glendale’s Grand Central Air 
Terminal was the first, best, and 
most important airport in the 
American west, and the aircraft 
images are testament to the 
California’s burgeoning aircraft 
industry. 

Almost all of the aircraft 
photographs in this album would 
be considered highlights.  Some 
are: 

Military: A flight-line of Boeing P-23 Pursuit airplanes, Fokker YB-8 Bomber, Douglas 0-38F Observation, what appears to be a Boeing YB-9 
Bomber, Curtis P-3 Hawk, Curtis P-5 Superhawk Pursuit, Douglas 
XA2 Attack, Northrup A-17 attack, Sheldon Crusader Streamline 
Cabin Plane (a P-38 Lightning pre-cursor) etc. 

Racing and Experimental: Folkerts Special Speed King SK-3, 
Miles Atwood Racer Special, Brown B-2 “Miss LA” Racer, Gee 
Bee Sportsers, Rider R-1 Racer, Gilmore Record Breaker Keith-
Rider R-3, Rider R-4 Firecracker, Hansom Baby-Bullet, Wedell 
Williams Red Lion Racer, etc. 

Commercial: Focke-Wulf Stosser Air Transport, Douglas DC 1-3s, 
Vultee V-1 Airliner, Boeing Model 40 Mail Plane, Douglas DF 
Flying Boat, Douglas Dolphin Flying Boats, etc. 

Kellet K-3 Autogyro NC12691: the same autogyro used in the 
movie, It Happened One Night. 

Amelia Earhart’s famous Lockheed Model 10 Electra R16020 
(there is no “N” in the aircraft number so this photograph must 
have been taken before she seriously considered flying it 
outside of the United States.) 

A series of images showing an American Airlines Curtiss T032C 
Condor being destroyed in a runway fire-explosion on 27 
September 1937. 

There several images of students at their drafting tables, one of an 
Asian-American using a slide-rule. There are two 8” x 10” class 
photos of students in front of the institute. 

This is an exceptional early visual record of American aircraft 
industry that was concentrated at Los Angeles in the 1930s.  As of 
2018 nothing similar is for sale in the trade.  There are no auction 
results for similar items at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub, and OCLC 
shows no similar institutional holdings 

$2,500  Read’Em Again Books #8946 

 

 

 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/008946/unknown-compiler/photograph-album-showing-aircraft-students-and-facilities-at-the-curtis-wright-technical
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/008946/unknown-compiler/photograph-album-showing-aircraft-students-and-facilities-at-the-curtis-wright-technical


Click on any inventory # or the first picture in a listing for more information, additional larger images, or to make a purchase. 

 

7.  [BUSINESS & COMMERCE] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] Business Letter discussing hide sales sent by the packet ship Columbia 
from New York to London.  New York and London: 1833. 

Three-page stampless folded letter dated 9 February 1833 sent from De Forest 
& Son of New York to Frederick Huth and Company of London.  The letter 
measures approximately 16” x 9¾” unfolded.  The front cover bears a 
manuscript notation “Columbia” in the upper right corner and an annotation on 
the reverse that reads “Only double / Fredk Huth.”  It has a two-line, rectangular 
“Dartmouth Ship Letter” handstamp on the reverse along with a circular red 
receiving handstamp dated May 7, 1833.  Additionally, there is a circular black 
Dartmouth postmark dated May 8 that would have been applied when the letter 
was forwarded to London.  There is a “3/2” (three shilling, two pence) 
manuscript rate marking on the front indicating the total postage including the 
cost of receipt at and forwarding from Dartmouth.  In nice shape; three-inch 
split along one fold. 

De Forest begins his letter with a transcription of a letter previously received 
from Huth describing the state of the hide business in Europe including prices 
of various types, e.g., California, Salted, Calcutta, Africa, and Chile.  De Forest 
then responds with a similar description of the state of the business in New York 
as well as short summary of cotton, flaxseed, clover seed, sugar, and coffee 
prices.  He also queries Huth about serving as an intermediary for a hide 
wholesaler in Bilbao. 

A very nice example of transcontinental packet mail that provides insight into international commerce in the early 19th century. 

$150  Read’Em Again Books #8982 

  

8.  [BUSINESS & COMMERCE] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] Two-page folded letter with printed circular sent via the Steamer 
Columbia from Liverpool to New York via Boston.  Liverpool: George Holt & Co., 1841. 

This two-page folded letter and circular measures 15.5”” x 9.5” unfolded.  It is 
addressed to A. Richards, Esq., New York and dated 4 June 1841.  The cover has 
a manuscript annotation that reads, “Via Boston / Steamer Columbia.”  There is 
a “Paid at / Liverpool / 1841 Ju 3” handstamp with a faded “1” indicating that the 
single packet rate of 1 shilling postage to the United States had been prepaid.  A 
manuscript “20” was added after arrival indicating the total postage cost for a 
letter sent inland from Boston for a distance of between 150 and 400 miles (18.5 
cents) plus a private ship receipt fee (1 cent) and a pamphlet/circular charge (.5 
cent).  A red, circular Boston postmark with indistinct date is was applied to the 
cover before it was dispatched to New York.  The letter and markings in nice 
shape. 

A George Holt circular, used as the base document for the letter, provides prices 
for various types of cotton (Upland, Orleans, Alabama, Sea Island, etc.) as well as 
the number of recently arrived vessels and size of their cargo.  The letter 
bemoans the poor state of the market, which is clearly “in favor of the buyers.” 
More significantly, the letter expresses concern for “the Steamer Britannia . . . 
past due for 3 or 4 days,”  

“All hope for the safety of the Steamer President must now be abandoned – the leaving dates from Antiqua to the 8 May – 
When the Steamer had been at Sea 58 days . . . . The London underwriters proposed to pay the loss . . .” 

The S.S. President was the largest passenger ship of her time and one of the most luxurious as well.  She was last seen laboring 
under heavy seas near Georges Bank.  All 136 passengers and crew were lost. The Columbia (one of the first four ships of Cunard’s 
initial fleet of wooden paddlers) would set the transatlantic crossing record two weeks after this letter was written and become 
famous as the fastest ship in the world.  Two years later it became the Cunard Line’s first shipwreck when it crashed into a rock 
known as “Devils Limb” near Halifax, Nova Scotia during a heavy fog.  All passengers and crew were rescued. 

A nice example of a transatlantic letter with an unusual rate combination, carried by one of the first Cunard Line steamships. 

$300  Read’Em Again Books #8983 
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9.  [BUSINESS & COMMERCE] [MARITIME] [PHILATELY] Business letter regarding shipping decisions sent to a master mariner 
and ship owner in New England from one of his ship captains in New Orleans.  Written by John Shannon.  New Orleans: 1857.   

This three-page folded 
letter measures 14” x 
8.5”.  It is addressed to 
Capt. Charles Thompson 
of Kennebunk, Maine, 
and franked with a 3-
cent rose Washington 
stamp (Scott #25, Type I) 
which has been canceled 
with a circular New 
Orleans postmark.  The 
letter, stamp, and 
postmark are in nice 
shape. 

In this letter, dated 
September 24, 1857, a 
ship captain who had 
arrived in New Orleans 
reported on the status of 
his ship and the lack of 
then current shipping 
opportunities.  It reads 
in part: 

“It may be well for 
me to inform you 
that freights are dull 
at ½ to Liverpool & 
1c for Havre.  We 
can get those rates 
for N. Thompson, 
but no better, she is 
the size most called 
for . . . but there is 
not the first thing 
offering coastwise, 
even at any rate. . . . 
Some Tobacco for 
Spain. . . .  The rate is 
high at $13 ½ [per 
hogshead] at some ports. . . . I offer to go to Cadiz direct for $14.  They however got a ship at their own rates. 

I don’t think there will be any improvement for some two months.  Cotton comes down the river slowly and what Ships are 
coming in are generally right in the market at once.  I shan’t do any thing before I get discharged and perhaps then if the rates 
are no better. . . .  our cargo comes out remarkably well so far.”  

Captain Thompson was a master mariner and ship owner from Kennebunk.  His home, which is now a bed and breakfast, has 
been beautifully restored and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

An informative first-hand example of the types of on-the-spot shipping decisions made by mid-19th-century ships’ captains. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8979 
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10.  [BUSINESS & COMMERCE] [ETIQUETTE] Salesman’s sample book of calling cards.  Northford, Connecticut: Stevens Bro’s, 
circa 1890. 

This “Agent’s Sample Book” measures approximately 4.5” x 7” and contains over thirty pages holding almost 100 different 
calling cards.  All of the cards are in nice shape and have been pasted to the album’s disbound pages.  The cover and pages 
show some light wear; the gilt lettering on the cover is clear and legible. 

The cards vary in style and 
decoration: some simple, 
some ornate, some die-cut, 
etc.  Many show flowers; 
some feature hands, birds, 
shells, butterflies, and 
agricultural implements of 
scenes.  One is illustrated with 
a giant Uncle Sam waving a 
flag while dancing on the 
roofs of Railroad passenger 
cars.   

Apparently scarce.  As of 2017 
none are available for trade.  
ABPC and Rare Book Hub have 
no auction records.  OCLC 
shows one similar salesman’s 
sample book is held by an 
institution. 

$300     
Read’Em Again Books #8709 
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11.  [CARTOMANCY] [FORTUNE-TELLING] [PLAYING CARDS]  Complete deck of Lenomand-Piquet fortune-telling cards. 
Bruges: Édouard Alexis Daveluy, circa 1850. 

Complete with all 36 cards, each measuring approximately 2.25” x 3.5”.  Lithographed with stencil coloring.  The cards feature 
Lenomand images and basic meanings (in French) with illustrations of playing cards in the upper left corners.  The cards are in 
nice shape with light wear; at one time the ace of spades stuck to the reverse of the ace of diamonds resulting in matching  ¼” x 
1” scuffs on each.  Tiny scuffs to the reverse of two other cards. 

Marie Lenormand, became the most famous cartomancer in Europe during the late 1700s and early 1800s.  She arrived in Paris 
as a destitute teenager in the 1780s, perhaps with a deck or three of fortune-telling cards that had belonged to her mother. Soon, 
she became quite popular and is said to have been consulted by Napoleon, Robespierre, Jospehine, Marat, Czar Alexander, and 
others. Two years after her death in 1843, a 54-card deck, "Grand jeu de Mlle Lenormand,” was published anonymously in Paris 
along with “her” instructions for reading cards.  Around 1850, playing card makers in Belgium, Germany, Austria, and Switzerland 
began producing "Petit Lenormand" cards based on a 36-card piquet deck with symbols from a fortune-telling pack first published 
around 1800; Édouard Develuy was among—if not the—first to do so.  See Chatto (1848), Van Resseler (1912), and Caitlín 
Matthews’s Soundings, 28 April 2012) 

As of 2017, no others are for sale in the trade, and there are no auction listings at ABPC, Rare Book Hub, or Worthpoint.  OCLC 
shows two (by different publishers) held by institutions. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8936 
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12.  [CHILDREN’S]  [EDUCATION] Das Kleine A B C Buch, oder erste Angangs-Buchlein Mit schonen Bilder Und Deren Namen . . 
. .  (The Little ABC Book or first Beginning Booklet with Pretty Pictures and their Names . . . .)  By Ambrosius (Ambrose) 
Henkel.  New Market, Virginia: Salomon Henkel's Druckerey, 1819. 

Second edition.  36 pages.  3.5” x 5.5”.  Woodcut title page vignette and other woodcut illustrations throughout.  Original cloth-
backed, paper-covered boards decorated with woodcuts including a large example of the famous Henkel rooster on the rear 
cover.  An exceptionally nice example. 

This scarce and sought-after primer was published in German by the Henkel press, the first Lutheran printing shop in America. 
Ambrose Henkel started the press in 1806 and sold it to his brother Salomon in 1817.  The Henkels published Christian catechisms, 
hymnbooks, and other works including children’s books designed to teach youngsters to read and spell German, thereby 
perpetuating German culture and language in the United States. 

As of 2018, no other examples are for sale in the trade.  ABPC and Rare Book Hub list only one auction result in the last ninety 
years.  OCLC shows 38 first and second editions held by institutions, however some are identified as imperfect or mutilated.  This 
primer is seldom found in condition this nice. 

$1,500  Read’Em Again Books #9006 
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13.  [CHILDREN’S] [HOLIDAYS]  A Visit from Saint Nicholas.  By Clement Moore.  Illustrated from drawings by F. O. C. Darley.  
New York: James G. Gregory, Publisher. N. Orr & Co. Engravers. C. A. Alvord, Printer, 1862. 

Approximately 8” x 10.25”.  Complete with 12 
unnumbered pages including the cover.  Eight pastel-
colored wood engravings.  The front cover features a 
vignette of St. Nicholas along with the title in red and 
green, outlined in black.  The rear cover features a 
vignette of a steaming wassail bowl with bottles and 
glasses along with the greeting, “Merry Christmas to 
all.”  The binding has been lovingly resewn.  The pages 
have some minor finger smudges.  There is a short (.5”) 
closed, marginal tear on the front cover, but no 
significant chips or tears. 

Darley’s illustrations, along with those later drawn by 
Thomas Nast, were instrumental in transforming the 
visual ideal of St. Nicholas into the jolly, rotund Santa 
Claus of today. (See Weinstein, Once Upon a Time, and 
Restad, Christmas in America.) Marshall’s bibliography 
(12 and 54) notes that Darley’s drawings were later used 
to illustrate printings by Hurd & Houghton, Riverside 
Press, and Estes and Lauriat and that  

“This may be the first [book to] change of the last 
line of the poem from ‘Happy Christmas To All,’” 
although an 1832 newspaper printing of the poem 
may have used the phrase. 

A sound, very presentable example of a title usually 
found in poor condition.  Although examples are held by 
a number of institutions, this edition is otherwise scarce 
in nice condition.  As of 2017, one slightly more worn 
example is for sale in the trade, and only three examples 
have appeared at auction in the last 30 years, one quite damaged. 
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14.  [CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA] [NUMISMATICS] [WOMEN] Nearly unused Confederate States of America $100 
Bill, Richmond, 17 February 1864 (T65).  Signed in Richmond, but printed by Keatinge & Ball of Columbia, South Carolina, 1864. 

This note has a pink overprint and features a portrait of Lucy H. Pickens. A portrait of George W. Randolph is in the lower right 
corner, and there is an image of two Confederate soldiers along the left side.  There blue web printing on the back.  Text on the 
front notes that “Two years after the ratification of a treaty of peace between / the Confederate States and the United States 
of America, / The Confederate States of America will pay to the bearer on demand / One Hundred Dollars.” It is dated 
“Richmond, Feb.y 17th 1864.” 

The bill has no vertical or horizontal circulation folds.  All four black borders are visible and have surrounding margins.  It has 
sharp corners with some evidence of minor handling.  There is some light toning in upper left corner.  All in all, an exceptionally 
attractive example. 

Lucy Petway Holcombe Pickens, known as the “Queen of the Confederacy,” was a beautiful and captivating socialite, who 
helped create the ante-bellum image of the ‘Southern Belle’.  In 1832, she was born into the family of a wealthy plantation 
owner in Tennessee, and after her parents moved to Texas, she married a man old enough to be her father,  Colonel Francis 
Perkins, originally of South Carolina.  Colonel Perkins was appointed as the U.S. Ambassador to Russia, and while stationed in 
St. Petersburg, Lucy became a favorite of the Russian court.  When Lucy gave birth to a daughter, Czar Alexander II and Czarina 
Marina served as godparents.  As secession fever rose in the South, the Perkins family returned to the colonel’s plantation at 
Edgewood, South Carolina and shortly thereafter, Perkins was elected governor.  Lucy was a strong advocate for succession, 
and when war came, she used jewels given to her by the Czar to finance one regiment named the Holcombe Legion in her 
honor.  Following the war, the family’s fortune was severely depleted, and they lost all of their plantations except Edgewood 
which they continued to operate via sharecropper agreements.  Following the colonel’s death in 1869, Lucy managed Edgewood 
until her death in 1899. 

George W. Randolph, a Secretary of War for the Confederacy who resigned his position for health reasons in 1862, was Thomas 
Jefferson’s youngest grandson.  He died in 1867 and was buried in the family graveyard at Monticello.   

$150  Read’Em Again Books #8930 
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15.  [CYANOTYPES] Small album with nine cyanotypes (and two photographs) of Brooklyn and outstate New York.  Brooklyn, 
Ten Mile River, Peekskill, and Warrensburg: circa 1900. 

All but one of the images measure approximately 4.5” x 3.5”.  The cyanotype on the front cover is approximately 3.75” x 2.75”.  
The images are glued to the album pages.  The two pages with photos have been removed, trimmed, and laid in. 

The nine cyanotypes show:  two different ship images at the Brooklyn Navy Yard: U. S. S. Miantonomoh II and the Barge Pioneer, 
the Manhattan Beach Train at the South Brooklyn Terminal, a view of Warrensburg from the Erie Railroad, military guard duty 
at New York State Military Camp at Peekskill, Stohlman’s Lane, the ferry at Ten Mile River, a group of young men fishing from 
the Ten Mile River Bridge, and a covered bridge near Warrensburg. 

The two photographs show a group of people on the bank of Ten Mile River and an ox-cart full of people on Ten Mile River 
Road. 

$450  Read’Em Again Books #8960 

 

16.  [CYANOTYPES] [EDUCATION] [LAW & CRIME] [SOCIAL WORK] Small album with 39 cyanotypes and photographs 
including at least nine of the Connecticut State Reform School for boys.  Meridian, Connecticut, circa 1900. 

All but one of the images measure approximately 3.5” x 2.25”.  
19 of the images are cyanotypes; 20 are photographs. 

The Connecticut Reform School for boys opened in 1854 with 
154 boys.  All were under the age of 16 when convicted, and 
they could be held at the school for a defined term, until they 
were ‘reformed’ or until they turned 21.  While at the School, 
the boys worked six hour a day; spent four hours in the 
classroom; prayed, played or performed incidental duties for 
five hours, and had nine hours to sleep.  In 1893, the school’s 
name was changed to the Connecticut School for Boys.  It 
closed in 1972. 

Highlights include cyanotypes of:  The school’s driveway and 
the large central building, Residential cottages for the boys, 
Three boys on work detail carrying large milk pails, A group of 
about 50 boys in what appear to be work or athletic uniforms, 
Three small groups of boys in their dress uniforms, A young 
boy wearing a smock and apron and holding a cat, and The 
school chapel. 

Other photographs are of the Meriden area including 
Hubbard Park, Castle Craig, bucolic scenes with cows and 
sheep, a couple tending a large garden, family groups, and 
what appears to be the New London Lighthouse. 

$900  Read’Em Again Books #8959 
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17.  [DEAF CULTURE] [EDUCATION] [WOMEN & GIRLS] Large broadside titled, Single and Double Hand Alphabet.  New York: 
C. Alvord Printer, circa 1856. 

The broadside measures approximately 22” x 17”; the image is about “20 x 16”.  The print features wood-engraved portraits of 
the Abbe de L`Epee and Laura Bridgeman along with images of hands forming letters in both single-hand and double-hand 
alphabet systems, as well as illustration of the “new Institution for the Deaf and the Dumb.”  The accompanying text advocates 
for the use of the Single Hand Alphabet.  The broadside is in nice shape with some edge wear, storage folds, minor dampstains, 
and a few short splits and pinholes along those folds. 

The “new” Institution for the Deaf and the Dumb was located at Washington Heights on “the east side of the Hudson River, about 
nine miles from the City Hall, N.Y.”  First established in 1818, it was the second school for the deaf to open in the United States, 
preceded only by Thomas Gallaudet’s and Laurent Clerc’s American School for the Deaf at Hartford. 

The Abbe de L ‘Epee was one of the founders of deaf education. Although often erroneously credited with inventing sign language, 
in actuality he was taught to sign by the poverty-stricken deaf community of Paris.  He, however, then recorded, categorized, and 
standardized a sign language so that he and others could use it in education programs throughout France.  It was this system that 
Clerc brought to the United States that became the foundation of American Sign Language including the ASL Alphabet. 

Laura Bridgeman, who was left deaf and blind after surviving Scarlet Fever at the age of two, was the first American deaf-blind 
child to gain a significant education.  She was enrolled by her father at the Perkins Institute for the Blind, where, under the 
direction of Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe, she learned to read and communicate using braille and the Abbe de L ‘Epee’s manual 
alphabet.  Although initially treated by Howe as a daughter, he later shunned her after marrying Julia Ward, who, as related by 
her daughters, had a strong "physical distaste for the abnormal and defective" and a "natural shrinking from the blind and other 
defectives.”  Helen Keller’s mother learned about Bridgeman’s success which was described in Charles Dicken’s American Notes.   
This led to her hiring Anne Sullivan, a teacher and former pupil at Perkins.  When Sullivan arrived at the Keller household, the gift 
doll she brought for Helen was wearing clothes made by Laura Bridgeman. 

Rather scarce.  As of 2018, one other is currently for sale in the trade.  ABPC and the Rare Book Hub report only one sold at 
auction, and OCLC shows seven examples held by institutions. 

$650  Read’Em Again Books #9005 
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18.  [EDUCATION] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] Stampless folded letter from a cadet at the United States Military 
Academy.  Louis D. Welch. West Point, [1842]. 

This one-page folded letter addressed to Welch’s father in 
Brooklyn, Connecticut, measures approximately 8” x 10” unfolded.  
It is undated, but pencil docketing indicates it was received in 1842.  
It is postmarked with a circular West Point NY “Nov 11” handstamp 
in red.  The word “Single” is written in the lower left corner 
indicating the letter consisted of only one sheet of paper.  A 
manuscript “18 ¾” is in the upper right corner indicating the postal 
rate to send a single-page folded letter a distance of 151 to 400 
miles.  In very nice shape.  A transcript will be provided. 

In his long, detailed letter Louis explains the injustice and arbitrary 
nature of the Military Academy’s demerit system to his father who 
perhaps had received a report of his son’s “spirit of 
insubordination.”  Welch points out that his “conduct [which] was 
so awfully subversive of military discipline” included a having a 
rusty musket, unbuttoned coat, improper forage cap, inattention 
at parade and drill, and smoking (which “is so common that no 
importance is attached to it”.)   In a further effort to trivialize his infractions, he reports that the father of one of the academy’s 
most honorable cadets, was “nearly made sick” by an unfounded report that his son was “in the habit of visiting dirty grog shops.” 

Welch graduated in 1845 and received a commission in the 3rd Artillery Regiment.  He was initially assigned to Fort Marion, Florida 
(the Castillo de San Marcos in St. Augustine) following the Second Seminole War and later deployed with his unit during the 
Mexican-American War where he fought in the attack of Mexico City’s Garita San Antonio in September 1847.  Whether from 
wounds or sickness, Welch died the following spring at the age of 23. 

A scarce window into life at West Point during the early 1840s.   

$300  Read’Em Again Books #8972 

19.  [EDUCATION] [RELIGION] [WOMEN & GIRLS]  Young women’s school diary kept while attending the Jacksonville Female 
Academy.  Ellen M. Lincoln.  Jacksonville, Illinois: 1854. 

This journal measures 8” x 9.5” and contains 11 pages of text written by Ms. 
Lincoln describing the daily life at the Jacksonville Female Academy.  The marbled 
card binding is sound and all pages are firmly attached.  Light writing. 

Ellen M. Lincoln of Montgomery [probably Illinois] was a student at the 
Jacksonville Female Academy when she kept this journal.  In it she records 
information about: 

Her teachers (including “Professor Sturtevant”) and classes (history, rhetoric, 
chemistry, physiology, and mathematics),  

Learning about Mary Lyon (a pioneer in higher education for women and the 
founder of Mount Holyoke College),  

“Usual” morning attendance at the local Congregational Church’s African 
Sabbath School (religious training for slaves and free blacks) where a letter 
from a former teacher about his “Zulu mission” was read,  

Her favorite pastime (“a beautiful day spent with my books”),  

Addresses about missionary work in Constantinople and India, and 

Receiving “a call . . . to go and work in my father’s vineyard [and promote] Christ’s Kingdom.” 

The Jacksonville Female Academy was the first female institution of higher education in Illinois.  It was founded in 1830 at the 
same time as Illinois College (the state’s first male college) by one of the “Yale Bands” of Congregationalist students from New 
Haven that traveled west to spread both religion and education.  In 1903, it formally merged with Illinois College.  Julian Monson 
Sturtevant, a noted educator and author, was the first teacher at both the Female Academy and Illinois College. 

An excellent first-hand account of student-life at one of the earliest institutions of higher education for women in the Midwest. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8975 
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20.  [EDUCATION] [WOMEN & GIRLS]  Handwritten “Practical Teaching” Notebook.  Compiled by Ida Sylva Wagner.  Bloomsburg 
State Normal School (today Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania): circa 1889. 

This handwritten notebook measures 5.5” x 8.5”.  About 100 pages have 
been used.  It is identified as belonging to Ida Sylva Wagner of Bloomsburg 
State Normal School inside the front cover and is titled “Practical Teaching” 
on the first page.  The notebook is in nice shape.  The binding is sound; pages 
are toned but supple.  Cover shows some wear. 

Ida was apparently a junior at the normal school (teaching college) when she 
compiled this notebook as one section is titled “Examinations for admission 
into the Senior Class, year of 1889.”  Additional sections include: 
Introductory Consideration, Foundation and principals of teaching, The 
length of recitation, Object lessons, Plan of lesson, Primary reading, Primary 
Numbers, Topical Analysis – Attention, Arithmetic problems, and Rules for 
grammar.  An untitled section covers vocabulary, articulation, and 
pronunciation.  This is probably a combination of lecture and reading notes 
along with a little of Ida’s own synthesis of what she’d learned.  In addition 
to rote facts, platitudes abound, e.g., “The teacher, like the mechanic, must 
understand the nature of his work,“ and “The will is guarded by the intellect 
and urged by the feeling.”  

After graduation, Miss Wagner married and taught school in Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania until 1915 when, after her husband died, she went on 
to run his general store and serve as the county postmaster until 1940.  

An interesting window into late 19th-century teacher education. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8999 

21.  [EDUCATION] [FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS] [PHILATELY] Pledge instructions for a Phi Delta Theta fraternity rush night 
at Amherst College. Φikeia.  Amherst, Massachusetts: 1902. 

This seven-page letter contains pledge instructions sent to 
Edson Alexander McRae from Φikeia of Phi Delta Theta 
fraternity.  It is enclosed in an envelope franked with a 2-
cent red Washington stamp (Scott #252) that is tied to the 
cover by an Amherst duplex postmark.  All in nice shape; the 
envelope was roughly opened. 

The letter begins with a skull and crossbones drawing and 
the admonition to “Beware. . . .  Great destruction lies in 
wait for thy most miserable carcass should thou disobey in 
the very slightest degree.”  It continues with seven 
“mandates” which read in part: 

“First / Whenever it is thy great good fortune to meet 
one of the most noble followers of King Phi . . . remove 
thy dirty camp from off thy dirty head. . . .  Second / . . . 
be sure thou sayest the word of respect: Mister. . . .  
Third / Whenever an affirmative answer is due . . .doff thy hat or bow thy head and say ‘Yes Sir.’ . . .  Fourth / See to it fresh 
Freshman that thou art in thy hovel every night at 8 P.M. . . .  Fifth / . . . throw thyself upon thy deathlike couch at the hour 
of 10-5 ¼ P.M. each night. . . .  Sixth / Thou shalt purify thy putrid mind by committing to memory . . . song books of the 
mighty King Phi. . . .  Seventh / Thou shalt place . . . one basket of the fruit of the vine . . . at the backdoor of Barrett 
Gymnasium. . . .  Do and enact all the commands herein stated.  The minions of King Phhi never sleep.  They watch thee 
ever. . . .  Disobey once and thy bones shall become the food of the carrion crow and the ravaging wolves. . . . OBEY! ! ! ! ! 
! !   Done in the secret star chamber of King Theta in the dead of dark – silent night.” 

McRae became a star pitcher on the Amherst baseball team and graduated in 1906.  After graduation, he worked at his father’s 
business.  When McRae died at age 29 of tubercular septicemia in 1912, he was survived by his wife and two year old son.  

Today, membership in any fraternal-type organization at Amherst is banned. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8953 
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22.  [EDUCATION] [FAIRS & EXPOSITIONS] [FRATERNAL] Photo album documenting a University of Michigan student “County 
Fair.”  Ann Arbor, Michigan: 1908. 

The album measures approximately 10.5” x 13” 
and contains 16 photographs; 15 are affixed to 
its pages, and one is laid in.  Five of the photos 
measure 7.5” x 9”; the remainder 5” x 8”.  
Everything is in very nice shape. 

This is an excellent collection of large images 
that document a student-run parade and 
“County Fair” carnival in Ann Arbor that was 
held on May 1-2, 1908, which the Detroit Free 
Press called a “Mad Riot of Fun.”   

These fairs were held every three years by the 
Michigan Union, which was a male-only 
organization although 50 different student 
organizations participated including sororities.  
All of the participating clubs competed to win a 
silver cup.   

A parade was held during the day, and at night the gym was turned into a carnival, which the newspaper reported was replete 
with “the cries of barkers . . . scores of oddly 
dressed people . . . and the presence of real 
girls who act as newsboys and confectioner.”   

This album includes images of a band with 
members dressed as hobos and prisoners as 
well as a group of men dressed as suffragists 
with signs mocking the movement. Other 
photos include a shot showing fraternity men 
dressed in drag and view of the “Dip-Dip” ride 
and “Bosco’s Jungle.”  

Several photos are signed in the negative by 
Alfred S. Lyndon, a prolific Ann Arbor 
photographer whose shop was located at the 
corner of North University and State Street.  

Funds raised at the carnival were intended to 
fund a modest “Union Club House” for men 
only as the college’s women already had a 
social center within the Barbour Gymnasium.  
Plans for the Union Club House eventually 
morphed into the construction of the huge 
Union Building on State Street that is heavily 
used today by all students.  

$1,500 Read’Em Again Books #9004  
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23.  [EDUCATION] [ENGINEERING] [MINING]  Three handwritten mine engineering handbooks prepared by a student at the 

Michigan College of Mining Technology (now Michigan Technological University).  Prepared by R. J. Ruby.  Michigan and 

Minnesota: 1950-1951. 

Each of these three hardcover 

“Engineers’ Field Books” 

measures approximately 5” x 7” 

and together contain about 200 

pages of handwritten notes, 

drawings, and maps as well as a 

few typed, mimeographed, or 

printed fact sheets.  Ruby has 

written his name on the cover of 

each book.  Everything is in nice 

shape; some minor wear to the 

covers. 

One volume, titled “Mining 

Methods,” contains illustrated 

sections that address Stopping 

Methods, Sub-Level Storing, Room & Pillar, Block Caving, Top-Slicing, and Sub-Level Caving.  It also contains illustrated field notes 

for about 25 different Michigan mines, plants, mineral ranges, etc. 

A second volume, titled “Field Notes,” contains illustrated sections with detailed information covering 25 Minnesota mines, docks, 

ranges, etc. 

The third untitled volume primarily contains data tables and computations.  It is indexed and contains 24 sections, section titles 

include: Hand Leveling, Angle Construction, Building Layout, Hurontown Traverse, Stadia Travers, Polaris, Triangulation 

Quadrilateral, etc.  

Ruby’s drawings and illustrations are superb and his text is detailed, but concise. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #9000 
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24.  [ENGINEERING] [JUDIACA] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR]  Small archive (including photographs of Admiral Hyman 
Rickover) pertaining to a technician, E. F. King, who at the U.S. Navy Underwater Sound Laboratory. [Fort Trumbell], New 
London, Connecticut: 1945-1964. 

This grouping consists of material belonging to E. F. King who worked at the U.S. 
Navy Underwater Sound Laboratory from World War II until the 1960s.  It includes 
the last newspaper-magazine published by the BuShips Field Engineering Group in 
1945, a tongue-in-cheek award certificate from 1945, an 8” x 10” photograph of a 
technician (possibly King) building a model submarine, twelve photographs of 
model submarines intended to be presented as awards or mementos, and seven 
photographs (four 8’ x 10” and three 5” x 3.5”) of Admiral Hyman Rickover at the 
Undersea Sound Laboratory.  All of the items are in nice shape.  The certificate has 
some light edge wear and storage folds.  One of the small vernacular photos has 
a small marginal chip in the upper left corner that does not affect the image. 

The Underwater Sound Laboratory (now the Naval Undersea Warfare Center) 
grew from sonar research offices established in conjunction with Harvard and 
Columbia University early in World War II which were merged in 1946.  The 8.5” x 
11” saddle-stapled 1945 newsletter-magazine, In Between, was the last issue 
published by the Columbia office before the merger.  It contains photographs of 
the key team members and a listing of others including E. F. King.   

The 17” x 16” “blueprint” certificate was awarded to King in January, 1945 to 
recognize his “unparalleled contribution” of “Mechanistic Malfunctionisms.”  Its center motif features to large bulls supporting a 
coat of arms showing a ballpeen hammer, cold chisel, and file.  In the upper corners are satirical officer branch insignia showing 
farm pitchforks that could be used for tossing manure labeled “Pitchfork Cluster.”  The certificate was ostensibly presented by 
the “A.S.B.E.” which probably stands for American Society of Bullshit Engineers.   

The photographs of wood and metal model 
submarines include the USS Kingfish, USS 
Quillback, USS Remora, USS Sarda, and other 
unnamed boats. Most are undated and 
uncaptioned; one is number dated NP24 – 

12249.28  28-6-54.  All of the Rickover photographs show the admiral in mufti.  One shows him with laboratory staff in front of 
equipment.  The remainder show him participating in various award ceremonies.  Most are undated and uncaptioned; two are 
dated 1964. 

Admiral Rickover immigrated into the United States as a child in 1906 along with his Polish-Jewish family from Przasnysz to avoid 
anti-Semitic Russian pogroms.  He grew up in New York City and Chicago and secured a congressional appointment to the Naval 
Academy.  After initially excelling as an engineering officer, Rickover transferred to the early submarine service although he 
continued to perform in a variety of command and engineering positions.  He became an early proponent of nuclear marine 
propulsion, especially for submarines, and was instrumental in convincing the Navy to create a Nuclear Power Division in the 
early 1950s which he led, and for the next three decades was the director of the U.S. nuclear Navy.  

A nice grouping of photographs and documents from the earliest days of what has today become the Navy’s important research, 

development, test and evaluation, engineering and fleet support center for submarines, autonomous underwater systems, and 

offensive and defensive weapons systems associated with undersea warfare.  

$150  Read’Em Again Books #9003  
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25.  [EXPLORATIONS] [MYTHS & LEGENDS] [NATIVE-AMERICANA]  Hand-colored copperplate engraving of the “Habits of The 
Patagonians in 1764.”  Circa 1767. 

The image of this hand-
colored engraving measures 
7” x 8.5”; the leaf measures 
9” x 13”.  In addition to the 
title, the leaf is also identified 
as “Patagons  215.”  It is in 
very nice shape with light 
toning and some variation in 
margins where it appears the 
print was once matted.  
There is a small chip at the 
upper left corner, and an 
indistinct pencil note at 
upper left corner of the 
reverse. 

This handsome print shows a 
European officer meeting 
with a giant Patagonian chief.  
Accounts of the giant race of 
people who lived in what is 
now Argentina and Chile first 
appeared in a handwritten 
account of Magellan’s 
around the world voyage of 
1522 by Antonio Pigafetta:  

“One day we suddenly 
saw a naked man of giant 
stature on the shore of 
the port, dancing, 
singing, and throwing 
dust on his head. The 
captain-general [i.e., 
Magellan] sent one of 
our men to the giant so 
that he might perform 
the same actions as a 
sign of peace.”  

Over the years their 
existence was ‘confirmed’ by 
Sir Francis Drake, Anthony 
Knivet, and William Adams.  
In 1766, it was initially reported that Commodore John Byron and the crew of HMS Dolphin had seen a tribe of 9-foot-tall natives 
in Patagonia, however when the report of the voyage was revised in 1773, their average height was reported to be only 6’ 6”, 
quite tall but not giants.  Byron’s encounter was likely with the Aónikenk or Tehuelche people. 

This image was reportedly inspired by Byron’s initial report of his encounter with the ‘giants’ of Patagoina in his  Account of a 
Voyage Round the World recording his meeting the ‘giants’ of Patagonia.  It also appears (with the title simplified to “The 
Patagonians”) in the 1771 English edition of Pernety’s The history of a voyage to the Malouine (or Falkland) Islands, made in 1763 
and 1764, under the command of M. de Bougainville. . . . 

$100  Read’Em Again Books #8996  
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26.  [FAIRS & EXPOSITIONS] [FRATERNAL] [TRAVEL] Scrapbook documenting a “pilgrimage” of the Allegheny Commandery of 
the Masonic Knights Templar to Ireland, Scotland, England, Holland, Belgium, the Rhine, Switzerland, Italy, and the Paris 
Exposition.  Assembled by James C. Rafferty.  Allegheny (today Pittsburgh’s North Side), Pennsylvania: 1878. 

This 78-page hardcover scrapbook 
measures 8.5” x 11” and is neatly 
stuffed with approximately 320 
brochures, certificates, itineraries, 
trade cards, news articles, hotel 
advertisements, business cards, 
calling cards, masonic cards, 
attraction receipts, event tickets, 
Curnard Line Passenger Lists, 
postage stamps, municipal seals, 
travel maps, banquet menus, postal 
cards, scenic prints and cards, hotel 
pamphlets and prints, railroad 
advertisements, steamship prints, 
exposition souvenirs, and more.  
Everything is in very nice shape.  
The contents have been glued to 
the album pages.  Several pages are 
starting to separate. Minor cover 
wear, heaviest at spine ends.   

In 1878, 40 “crusaders” (some accompanied by family members) of the Allegheny Commandery, No. 35, Knights Templar began 
a grand tour “pilgrimage” to Europe.  The basic tour, which cost $500 in gold, was to last 75 days, although individuals could 
extend their tour to 106 days by adding a visit to “the principal Italian cities” for an additional $140.  The tours included all lodging 

and first-class passage on 
Cunard Line steamships.  
James Rafferty chose the 
106 day tour which is 
detailed in a Thomas Cook 
itinerary affixed to the first 
page of the album.  The 
$640 he spent in 1878 is 
the equivalent of over 
$15,000 in 2017 dollars.   

The exceptionally wide 
variety of ephemera 
collected by Rafferty is for 
the most part mounted in 
chronological sequence.  In 
addition to many visually 
stunning ephemeral items, 
Rafferty also mounted long 
and detailed accounts of 
the tour that were 
regularly published in a 
local newspaper.  The last 
few leaves in the album 
contain related materials 

collected after the trip including a cabinet card photo of Rafferty and two obituaries from 1891 (he died at age 37) identifying 
him as a Pennsylvania “Capitalist” who had been residing in San Diego, California.  Be sure to visit the on-line listing of this album 
and view images of many of the album pages. 

A fascinating testament to the wealth associated with Allegheny, Pennsylvania in the last quarter of the 19th-century.  At the time 
it was one of the richest cities in the United State and the home to more millionaires than any other city in the world. 

$2,000  Read’Em Again Books #8995  
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27.  [FASHION & CLOTHING] [WOMEN & GIRLS] Scrapbook: Dresses–etc. I’ve Made Since May 9th, 1948: A lot of years missing 

between 1952 to 1979.  Compiled by Dorothy M. Renfer.  Deshler, Ohio: 1948-1994.  

This scrapbook, titled internally as 
Dresses—etc. I’ve Made. . . ., measures 
approximately 12” x 14”.  Its 78 tape-
mounted fabric samples and short 
manuscript descriptions fill 28 pages, 
each with two or three entries. Some 
of the entries also include small 
drawings or clippings that show what 
was made.   

Although Ms. Renfer’s name does not 
appear in the album, it was purchased 
from her estate.  She made the 
clothing for herself, family, and 
friends.  The majority of the entries (52 
of the 78) are from 1948 to 1952; the 
balance are from 1980-1994. 

A wonderful scrapbook record of late 
20th century rural women’s clothing. 

SOLD                    
Read’Em Again Books #8961 

 

 

 

28.  [FOLK ART] [PHILATELY]  Hand-drawings of a finely dressed donkey and court jester on a postally used envelope with a 

fancy cancel.  Sent by B. Bice.  New York: 1895. 

This postally used envelope features two nicely drawn 

pencil sketches.  One is of a braying donkey in evening 

dress with a caption that reads, “1 A.M. – Just in from the 

Box Social.  Very tired and sleepy.”  The other is of a court 

jester holding a sign above his head that reads, “Wedding 

Cake from B. Bice.”   

The envelope is addressed to Charles Truesdell, Cascade 

Valley, Broome Co., New York.  It is franked on the 

reverse with a 2 cent carmine Washington stamp (Scott 

#250) tied to the cover with circular Cascade Valley 

postmark and canceled with a star handstamp.  There are 

two additional New York postmarks on the reverse; one 

from Cooperstown and one from Fry Creek.  Light postal 

soiling and wear. 

$75  Read’Em Again Books #8985 
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29.  [FOOD & DRINK]  The Art of Cookery Made Plain and Easy; Excelling any thing of the kind ever yet published. . . .  By Mrs. 
Glasse.  Alexandria, Virginia: Cottom and Stewart, 1812.   

Second American edition.  288 text pages with a xii page 
index in rear. Approximately 4.25” x 6.5”.  Quarter 
leather with marbled boards.  Sound binding.  Clean 
pages with some foxing and dampstains.  Scuffs and 
wear to cover.  Spine title rubbed away.  An owner’s 
name, Sarah Brownson, is written inside the front cover 
and on the first page of text. 

This title was first published in England in 1747 and 
remained popular for the next century undergoing at 
least 40 printings.  It was first published in the United 
States in 1805 by Cottom and Stewart.  The American 
editions are listed in most cooking bibliographies 
including Lowenstein, 35 and 61. 

Glasse emphasized that she used plain language so that 
servants would be able to understand the directions.  
The 1758 edition included the first mention of 
"Hamburg sausages" and piccalilli, while the 1774 
edition of the book included one of the first recipes in 
English for an Indian-style curry.  

Glasse criticized the French influence in cooking, but 
that didn’t stop her from including French dishes in the 
book. Some of her recipes also use imported ingredients 
such as cocoa, cinnamon, nutmeg, pistachios and musk.  
The book was popular in the American colonies, and its 
appeal survived the American Revolutions, copies being 
owned by Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and 
George Washington.  

Sound original examples 
of the American printings 
of 1805 and 1812 are 
rather scarce.  As of 2018, 
there is only one other 
example (scorched and 
mutilated) for sale in the 
trade.  ABPC and the Rare 
Book Hub show only 
three auction records 
(one rebacked) in the last 
100 years.  OCLC lists 
many digital and 
microform holdings but 
only 45 physical copies, 
but further research 
shows that probably half 
of those 45 examples 
have gone astray, are 
digital-microform copies, 
or are incomplete. 

SOLD 

Read’Em Again Books 
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30.  [FOOD & DRINK] [MEDICAL & NURSING] [PHILATELY] [TEMPERANCE] Two quack medicine illustrated letterheads and 

advertising envelopes for Dr. Hardman’s Good Samaritan Stomach Bitters. Salem, Ohio: 1870-1871. 

Two receipts sent by Dr. S. D. 

Hardman to Miss Nancy Carnahan of 

Indiana County, Pennsylvania 

thanking her for her purchase and 

reminding her that she could place 

additional orders by mail.  The 

envelopes and letterhead sheets are 

slightly different.  One notes that 

Hardman’s laboratory is located in 

Salem, Ohio, and the other touts that 

he is “an importer of London Cordial 

Gin.”  One envelope is franked with a 

blue 3-cent locomotive stamp (Scott 

#114 and the other with a green 3-

cent Washington stamp (Scott #158). 

The letterhead sheets are in nice 

shape; both trimmed at the bottom 

and with mailing folds.  The 

envelopes have some wear and 

soiling. 

As the temperance movement and 

liquor taxation began to take hold in 

the late 19th-century, the sale of 

bitters—which were simply alcohol 

disguised as medicine—became 

quite lucrative, reaching its zenith 

between 1860 and 1880.   

The regular use of medicinal 

bitters—usually concocted from gin 

and a small dose of herbs—was tax 

free and, more importantly, not held 

in contempt by most institutions nor 

polite society.   

“Stomach Bitters”—said to be a remedy for diarrhea, dyspepsia, liver complaints, ague, and constipation—were especially 

popular, and Dr. Hardman’s was one of the hundreds of available brands. 

An attractive grouping of 19th-century quack medicine ephemera. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8977 
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31.  [HOLIDAYS] [IMPRESSMENT] [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [PATRIOTISM] [PRISON] Manuscript record of a rousing, 
patriotic 4th of July Oration delivered by an impressed U. S. seaman to his imprisoned colleagues on board the British prison 
hulk Nassau that was moored on the River Medway.  Chatham, United Kingdom: 1814. 

Contemporary eight-page manuscript transcription 
(perhaps the speaker’s original copy) of the speech on 
four leaves measuring 7.25” x 8.75”.  Toned with some 
edge wear and storage folds.  Archival repair and 
reinforcement along some folds; missing a section of 
the last page that contains the final two sentences of 
the speech.  A transcript will be included. 

During the War of 1812, thousands of impressed 
American sailors refused to fight on British warships 
and were imprisoned in floating prison hulks, where 
they were subjected to “hard fare,” “scoundrelism,” 
and “shockingly cruel punishments.” In 1813, the 
prisoners aboard one ship celebrated Independence 
Day by raising two American flags, and two men were 
shot by British guards.  On July 4th of the following year, 
mindful of the prior year’s near riot, the British allowed 
Americans aboard the prison ships Crown Prince and 
Nassau to celebrate by flying an American flag as high 
as the ‘railings’, playing Yankee Doodle with drums and 
pipes on the fo’c’sle, cheering, and toasting with porter.  
There was also “much speechifying, especially on the 
Nassau.”  (See Journal of a Young Man . . . Late a 
Surgeon . . . Confined . . . at Chatham, in England. . . . by 
Amos G. Babcock (Benjamin Waterhouse) and Prisoners 
of War in Britain, 1756-1815. . . . by Francis Abell.   

This manuscript text of one of the Nassau speeches is 
both patriotic and impassioned.  It begins with a 
celebration of the American Revolution and diatribe 
against British atrocities: 

“Towns and Villages were burnt and nothing but Desolation and Destruction appeared from one end of our Country to the 
other. . . . But to complete the horrid scene an Infernal Horde of Savage Murderers were promoted by our Enemies to butcher 
our helpless Women and Children. . . .  Oh Britian, Britian had thy Counsellors been sound and just, had they listened with 
attention and followed the advice of the Immortal Pitt, Britian and America might have been one at the present Hour.”  

And it concludes with stirring exhortation to continue to resist offers of freedom in exchange for service in the British Navy: 

“Many of you Present my beloved Countrymen have voluntarily embraced this loathsome Prison rather than betray your 
Country for . . . to aid abet or give any kind of assistance to an Enemy is Treason, is Death. . . .  Let us be ready to embrace 
the Icy Arms of Death rather than shew the least symptoms of an Inclination to betray our Country.  Some have done it who 
pretended to be Americans so far as to shield themselves under the Name.  Whether they were real Americans or not, its 
hard to say but . . . I have not the least doubt but they will meet their reward, that is they will be spurned by the very persons 
who laid the bait for them.  There Characters will forever be condemned held in detestation. . . .  Therefore all you who feel 
the Tide of true born American blood flow through your veins I hope will never attempt to flee from the Allegiance of your 
Country.  Its Cowardice. Its Felony. And for those who have done it we may pray that the departed spirits of their Fathers 
who so nobly fought bled and fell in the Conflict to gain them their Liberty will haunt them in their midnight slumbers that 
they may feel the Horror of their Conscience and the dread of a Gallows for what they have done.”   

This manuscript text of the speech probably predates a printed copy published in 1815 (see Bibliotheca Americana 3799) as the 
printed copy was slightly revised with corrected grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.  This manuscript was probably 
transcribed at the time by one of the prisoners on the Nassau or perhaps by the original speaker. 

A unique manuscript; OCLC locates no other contemporary manuscript transcriptions of speeches given by American prisoners 
during the War of 1812.  However, OCLC shows that printed copies prepared by the unknown Boston publisher in 1815 are held 
by 11 institutions although this number appears to include modern Kirtas Technology digital scans.   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8973  
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32.  [HUNTING & FISHING] [RURAL LIFE] 47 card-mounted photographs of an extended family’s outdoor life in Upstate New 
York.  From an Albany estate, 1888. 

43 of the photographs measure 6.5” x 4.5” (mounts 7” x 5”) and four measure 4” x 3” (mounts 5.25” x 4.5”).  All are annotated 
“1888” on their reverse; two also have unrelated notes and numbers.  All of the photographs are in nice shape. 

The photographs show a group of family and friends (six men, five women, and one boy) posing (sometimes with rifles), relaxing 
in a hammock, fishing and boating, cooking, etc.   

About ten show outside views of their log cabin, two show its 
interior, and another shows the group loaded into two wagons.   

In one, the apparent patriarch sits on a barrel outside the cabin 
ready to take a drink with bottle in one hand and a tin dipper in the 
other.  In another, the same man poses with foot on a log, 
tomahawk in his belt, right hand holding a rifle, and left hand 
brandishing a hunting knife.  

Several of the posed photos are rather whimsical: one shows a man 
dressed as a burglar holding a revolver in one hand and carbide 
lantern in the other as he peers through a cabin window, another 
shows five men wearing matching plaid Adirondack jackets lined up 
in prison lockstep with a hand on the shoulder of the man in front.   
A third shows seven members of the group posing in totem pole 
fashion with folded hands and chins resting on the head of the 
person to their immediate front, and a fourth features three 
women with Japanese fans in a pose reminiscent of the Three Little 
Maids from The Mikado. 

Although the new Kodak box camera was taking the nation by storm 
in 1888, these photographs were all made with a large tripod 
mounted camera (one is shown in one of the photographs).  Quite 
a nice grouping. 

$900  Read’Em Again Books #8964 

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/008964/47-card-mounted-photographs-of-an-extended-familys-outdoor-life-in-upstate-new-york
https://www.read-em-again.com/pages/books/008964/47-card-mounted-photographs-of-an-extended-familys-outdoor-life-in-upstate-new-york


Click on any inventory # or the first picture in a listing for more information, additional larger images, or to make a purchase. 

 

33.  [IMMIGRATION] Large scrapbook assembled by a German immigrant.  Compiled by Chris Krempel.  Los Angeles: 1880-

1900. 

This is a large (12” x 17.5” x 2”) album filled with hundreds of clippings.  Most are glued in, some are laid-in between pages 
where the owner apparently intended to mount them.  The album pages and clippings are in nice shape.  Some have edge-

wear.  The album shows some wear; mostly along its 
leather spine. 

This scrapbook came from the Chris Krempel estate 
sale held in Los Angeles by Succor Estate Sales on 
January 28-29, 2016. Krempel came from a 
prominent family and emigrated from Kreuznach 
Germany in the 1800s after serving in the German 
army.  He initially worked for the Maier and Zoberlein 
Brewing Company in Los Angeles and eventually 
became the president of the Wieland, Preston 
Company which brewed an Eastern European beer.  
He married Anna Bauer, a famous expert 
sharpshooter.  The couple were active in the Los 
Angeles social scene and involved in politics as well. 

There are no personal mementos or photographs, 
just lots and lots of articles and large graphics that 
Krempel found interesting or pertinent to his life.  The 
material comes from German and English 
publications across the United States; some look to 
be from Germany as well.  Lots of stuff on royalty, 
politics, music (mostly opera), etc.  A few colorful 
patriotic U.S. things are in it too.   

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8965 
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34.  [IMMIGRATION] [MILITARY & WAR]  Archive of World War One letters and documents relating to a Polish immigrant’s 
service in the 26th Infantry Division’s 104th Infantry Regiment and his death at Belleau Woods on the first day of the Aisne-
Marne Offensive. Private John Kocienski.  Massachusetts and France: 1917-1928. 

This grouping consists of 58 items:  

Seven letters written by Kocienski while in France (two of 
the letters are written in Polish; one letter is damaged and 
incomplete),  

One packet of 30 documents, letters, and notes related to 
his death and the payment of federal next-of-kin benefits 
(including Kocienski’s official naturalization certificate, 
death notification, and letters written by his commander), 

One packet of 15 documents, letters, and notes related to 
payment of Massachusetts next-of-kin benefits, 

Four letters related to payment of War Risk Insurance 
benefits, and 

Two miscellaneous letters, one regarding the publication of 
a Gold Star memorial book and the other regarding a 
reunion of the 104th Infantry Regiment. 

Kocienski, born in what is today Poland in 1896, immigrated to 
the United States in 1912 and settled in Haydensville, 
Massachusetts where he lived with first cousin, Mary Antowska. 
The cousins had been exceptionally close since early childhood 
and had always referred to each other as brother and sister.  
When Kocienski enlisted in Army in early 1917, he named Mary as his beneficiary for all family and insurance allotments.   

Kocienski’s letters to Mary include descriptions of Army life in a combat unit and trench warfare  

“We lost a few men but we slain about two hundred Germans and we taken number of prisoners and us taken a number of 
prisoners. . . .  We have just came out of the trenches.  I suppose you have heard about the good work our regiment is doing 
in the front line trenches.  We have had some pretty hart times. . .  When we are off duty we stay in dugouts . . . we have to 
be very careful of shells because they are very dangerous if they strik anywhere near you, you are out of luck.  When we hear 
the report of the gun over in the German lines we can almost tell by the sound where the shell is going so we have quite a lot 
of time to jump for cover . . . if we happen to be out in the middle of a field . . . we just drop flat on our stomachs. . . .  The 
hardest part [is] to stand on guard all night watching and listening. . . .  Sometimes you hear a noise that sounds like a big 
German and pull you rifle up to shoot and the first thing you hear is the squek of a rat it makes your hair stand on end. . . . I 
thought I saw a lot of big rats in the U.S. but the rats up around the trenches are the biggest I have ever seen or heard of.  
They live in the dugouts too, and when you go to bed at night they have a fine time running up and down your legs and face.” 

The 104th Infantry first saw combat in April of 1918, and the entire unit was awarded the French Croix de Guerre for exceptional 
bravery and courage.  In July of 1918, the 26th Division relieved the 2nd Division at Belleau Wood, where the 104th was almost 
immediately shelled with heavy high explosives and drenched in mustard gas.  On the 18th, the regiment helped lead the attack 
during the Second Battle of the Marne in the Aisne-Marne Offensive.  Kocienski was severely wounded in the initial assault and 
evacuated for medical attention, however he could not later be found and was listed for months as missing in action.   

Eventually, Mary was notified that he was killed and buried in an American cemetery in France after which she began receiving 
allotments as his next-of-kin, until during an administrative review, the Veteran’s Bureau (precursor of today’s Veteran’s 
Administration) discovered that she was Kocienski’s cousin and not his sister.  Using his naturalization certificate, the Bureau 
determined Mary was ineligible for any benefits and instead began paying them to Kocienski’s father in Russia.  Worse, the Bureau 
demanded that Mary return the thousands of dollars she had already received back to the U.S. Treasury.  The packets of 
documents included in this archive provide fascinating insight into the grinding disdain and insensitivity of the federal bureaucracy 
as well as the dogged perseverance of her lawyers and her “brother’s” former commanding officer to prevent this travesty.  It is 
unknown if they were successful. 

A unique and compelling collection that documents an immigrant’s ultimate sacrifice for his adopted country in World War One 
and the callous indifference of big government that followed. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8993  
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35.  [LAW & CRIME] [MEDICAL & NURSING] [PHILATELY] [TRAVEL] [WOMEN & GIRLS]  Folded Letter from the wife of a 
Supreme Court Justice to her husband regarding her travel to the medical springs of Virginia.  Written by Rebecca Edwards 
McLean.  Staunton, Virginia: 18th May 1833. 

This two-page stampless folded letter, dated 18th 
May 1833, was sent by Mrs. McLean at Staunton, 
Virginia, to her husband John McLean at Cincinnati, 
Ohio and forwarded on to him at Frankfort, Kentucky.  
It bears a circular Staunton postmark dated May 18 
and a circular Cincinnati forwarding postmark dated 
May 29.  Manuscript postal rate markings in the 
upper right corner read “25 / frwd 12½ / 37½” 
indicating the postage cost from Staunton to 
Cincinnati, the forwarding charge from Cincinnati to 
Frankfort, and the total cost paid by Mr. McLean 
when he received the letter.  The letter and postal 
markings are in nice shape. 

In her letter, Ms. McLean relates that she and her 
traveling party had arrived in Staunton  

“a pretty place and I have no doubt it is a very 
healthy place,” and notes that “there has been so 
much rain that it is thought we should not be able 
to cross the waters between this and the springs 
sooner than Monday.”  She then explains, 

“We think from all we have yet learned of the 
virtue of the different springs that we shal go 
immediately to the sweet springs and we may 
probably try the red sulpher afterwards.  I hope 
you will be there almost as soon. . . .” 

Perhaps, she was making the trip in part for the 
benefit of one of her companions, as she reports “Our 
dear Bell has borne the journey very well but she still 
suffers a good deal with pain in her bowels.” 

In conclusion, Mrs. McLain gives thanks that “our 
dear son has got so well over the scarlet feevor” because she has heard of another youth who had the “feefor about four months 
ago and . . . been afflicted with awful ulcers . . . and the entire loss of the use of his limbs.” 

Old Sweet Springs, one of the first Virginia health resorts was located in what is now Monroe County, West Virginia, was reported 
to provide “youth and vigor and elasticity” as well as for uterine conditions, dyspepsia, and nephritic problems.  It was one of the 
most popular springs and visited by a number of U.S. Presidents including George Washington, James Madison, and Martin Van 
Buren.  Red Sulphur Springs, also located in Monroe County, was thought to have especially powerful curative affects for 
pulmonary conditions and a wide variety of stomach, liver, spleen, intestine, kidney, and bladder conditions.  (See Burke, The 
Mineral Springs of Western Virginia) 

John McLean was a prominent jurist and politician who served in the House of Representatives, as Postmaster General, and as 
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court from 1829 until his death in 1861.  He was considered as a potential candidate for 
President on several occasions by both the Whig and Republican Party.  He is probably best remembered for casting one of the 
two dissenting votes in the infamous Dred Scott case of 1857. 

A fine account reflecting upon the importance of Virginia’s medicinal springs, their clientele, and a testament as to the distance 
people of the time would travel under less than ideal conditions for relief of their ailments. 
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36.  [LAW & CRIME] [PHILATELY]  Folded letter from by an important New York jurist—who had tried and sentenced many 

men during the infamous Anti-Rent War—shortly after he relocated to a small rural town not far from Binghamton; franked 

with a very nice example of first U. S. Postage Stamp (Scott #1).  Written by Nelson Knox Wheeler.  Deposit, New York: 1849. 

This two-page letter measures 

15.5” x 10” unfolded.  It was 

sent by Judge Nelson Knox 

Wheeler from Deposit, New 

York to an associate, H. 

Ballard, at Cortlandville.  It is 

franked with a well-margined 

(one just a little narrow), red-

brown 5-cent Franklin postage 

stamp (Scott #1) . The stamp 

has been pen cancelled and a 

circular Deposit, N.Y. postmark 

is in the upper left corner.  A 

Philatelic Foundation 

certifying that this is a genuine 

usage of Scott #1 on cover will 

be included along with a 

transcript of the letter.  

Judge Wheeler returned to his 

birthplace, Deposit, shortly 

after the end of New York’s 

infamous Anti-Rent War 

during which he served as a 

judge and presided over a 

number of trials of long-term 

sharecroppers who, having 

become dissatisfied with their 

legal but draconian leases, 

attacked and killed 

landowners while disguised as 

hooded ‘Calico Indians.’   

Although Wheeler does not 

mention the Anti-Rent times in 

his letter, he does note that he 

had only recently arrived in 

town and not been able to find 

an office available to rent so he 

could relocate his law library.  

Perhaps his relocation was due in part to local animosity that resulted from the trials. 

On its own, Wheeler’s letter is interesting, and his involvement in the Anti-Rent War is fascinating, however the desirability of 

this correspondence  is greatly increased by the genuine use of the first U. S. postage stamp, the red-brown Franklin 5-cent stamp 

(Scott #1), to prepay postage from a very small New York town.  This is, perhaps, the only extant example of use of Scott #1 from 

Deposit; a real trophy for a New York collector. 

$700  Read’Em Again Books #8980 
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37.  [LAW & CRIME] [MORMON COLONIES] Small archive relating to the murder of an American citizen at a Mormon Colony 
in Chihuahua, Mexico.  Ciudad Juarez, Mexico and Roswell, New Mexico: 1933. 

This collection of four letters and 
documents detailing the murder of 
Thomas Frank Nations includes the 
official American Foreign Service 
“Report of the Death of an 
American Citizen” (2 pages), an 
American Consular Service letter 
with envelope sent to Nations’s 
sister (1 page), a letter from the 
Law Offices of Hurd & Crile to 
Nations’s sister (1 page), and an 
American Consular Service letter to 
Hurd & Crile (3 pages).  All are in 
nice shape; the envelope has been 
roughly opened along the right 
edge. 

Nations was an American 
expatriate who owned a ranch near 
Colonia Pacheco, Chihuahua, 
Mexico.  In 1885, John Taylor, the 
third President of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
purchased over 100,000 acres in 
Mexico where fifteen Mormon 
colonies were established as safe 
havens for polygamous families 
fleeing persecution in the United 
States.  With time most flourished, 
however they were almost entirely 
abandoned during the Mexican 
Revolution of 1912.  Later, far 
fewer than half of the families and 
almost none of the prosperity 
returned.   

Nations was found dead in his bed 
on the morning of 18 April 1933 by 
his ranching partner, Mr. Esaias 
Haynie:  

“Mr. Nations was shot through 
the right side and was clubbed on the head. . . he was shot with a .44 Calibre revolver and apparently murdered while he was 
asleep by the assassin who shot from a removed board on the house.”   

Another American citizen, Mr. John Fowler, from Colonia Dublan, a different Mormon settlement, eported that he, Haynie and 
Nations “caught some Mexicans rustling cattle and that he believes that these men were probably responsible. . . .” 

The archive also addresses efforts the Mexican authorities were making “to apprehend the murderer” as well as information 
regarding internment, disposition of property, inheritance tax, etc. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8989 
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38.  [MAPS] [NATIVE AMERICANS]  die Stadt Pomejok (Pomejok city), a framed print of a Powhatan village.  From Alain 

Manesson Mallet’s Description de l' Univers.  Frankfurt: circa 1685. 

The image on this leaf 

measures about 4.5” x 6”.  

The leaf dimensions are 

unknown as it has not been 

examined out of the frame.  

Pencil annotations below 

the image read, “Pomejok in 

Virginia – Print of 1685.”  

The frame and the visible 

portion of the leaf are in 

very nice shape with some 

light foxing.  The frame’s 

paper backing is partially 

torn and mended with tape. 

The print shows a detailed 

view of Pomejok village and 

the interior of a Powhatan 

lodge which is based on an 

image that first appeared on 

Captain John Smith’s map of 

Virginia.   

Mallet’s Description de 

l’Univers was first published 

in Paris in 1683.   

Pomejok was located in 

what today is North Carolina 

along Pamlico River not far 

from the Atlantic coast. 

Apologies for the somewhat 

blurry photographic image; I 

couldn’t scan through the 

glass frame. 

SOLD 
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39.  [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] Four-page U.S. Navy Midshipman’s letter about shipboard life, promotion 
opportunities, and facial hair.  Written by Washington Totten.  USS Congress, off Montevideo (Uruguay), Brazil Station: 1853. 

This four-page letter from 
Midshipman Washington Totten, 
dated April 25 1853, was sent while 
he was assigned to the USS Congress 
off the coast of Montevideo, 
Uruguay.  It is enclosed in an 
envelope addressed to [William] 
Gaston Pearson in care of a naval 
officer, Lieutenant Joseph C. Walch, 
stationed in Washington, DC.  The 
envelope received two handstamps 
(“Ship” and “7”) upon receipt, 
probably in Washington.  They, in 
turn, were struck-through in pen by 
Walch, who also wrote “Paid” in the 
upper right corner indicating he had 
paid the 7 cents due.  Walch also 
partially obliterated the name of the 
ship by which Totten had sent the 
letter and readdressed it to Pearson 
(who was attending Harvard College) 
at Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He 
affixed a 3-cent Washington stamp 
(Scott Type A21 with indistinct frame 
lines) which was canceled with a 
circular Washington DC postmark.  
The envelope also bears an indistinct 
circular Massachusetts receiving 
stamp in red.  Transcript included. 

Totten and Pearson, who apparently 
were old childhood friends, had not 
corresponded in several years.  In 
this heartfelt letter, Totten 
humorously admonishes Pearson for 
not staying in contact, reflects briefly 
on old times, and commiserates 
about family deaths.  However, he 
spends far more time providing a 
marvelously detailed and enchanting 
explanation of “navy life” to include 
discussing his Commodore’s authority (“If the department had called him to an account . . . he would have said that the exigencies 
of the service required that . . . & then the question would have been settled at once”), his promotion (“Promotion is slow . . . 
those who wish to enlist should do so at thirteen . . . midshipmen stay two years at the school before going to sea.  Then make a 
cruise of three years & then return to the academy for a few years more . . . a probationary term of seven years before they can 
pass their final examination”), and his facial hair (“an enormous beard . . . As big a beard as any man’s . . . it is a beautiful beard, 
even though tis I that say it – I wear it all around & [until] a few months ago sported a heavy mustache besides.  The new navy 
uniform rule however, obliges every one with mustaches to cut them off. . . .I will not enter into a description of this famous 
beard of mine, but you should think me vain.  Suffice it to say however that it is of a dark brown and is the admiration of all the 
other midshipmen.”) 

Washington was a member of the prominent Totten military family (e.g., Fort Totten, Totten Inland, Totten Key, etc.), and Gaston 
belonged to a wealthy political family that owned the Brentwood Estate in Washington, DC.  Unfortunately, the two young men 
were never able to reconnect; Totten died off the coast of Rio de Janeiro and was buried at sea a year after he wrote this letter. 

An insightful and detailed letter about antebellum shipboard life and professional concerns of a young navy officer. 

$250  Read’Em Again Books #8984 
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40.  [MARITIME] [MILITARY & WAR]  [PHILATELY] Civil War letter from one U.S. Navy Assistant Engineer to another 

discussing boilers and engines on gunboats and sloops.  Written by P. H. White.  Philadelphia: [probably the Navy Yard], 1862. 

This four-page letter measures 

approximately 5” x 8”; its 

envelope, 2” x 5”.  It is 

addressed to “Augustine 

Sackett Esq. / Assistant Engineer 

/ U.S. Gunboat Chippewa / 

Washington Navy Yard.”  The 

envelope is franked with two 

stamps: a blue 1-cent Franklin 

(Scott #63) and a rose 3-cent 

Washington (Scott #65).  Both 

the envelope and letter are in 

nice shape.  A transcript will be 

included. 

In this letter, White provides 

considerable detail about the 

fouling of boilers on a ship that 

both men had recently left, 

noting in part that: 

“The Starb’d boiler was a 

perfect mass of salt of 

different colors.  Even the 

leggs being full, such a sight 

as has rarely been seen in 

the boilers of any vessel. . . .  

All its tubes . . . were taken 

out so that the repairs 

necessary consumed much 

time & the vessel went to 

see only a few days ago.” 

Additionally White discusses 

‘improvements’ made to the 

engine rooms and firerooms of 

newly commissioned ships:  

“the only difference being 

there are more [engines,] & 

the arrangement of pipes 

are more confusing.  I think these engines were contrived so as to destroy the peace of mind of Assistant Engineers, & I think 

this laudable intention is even better carried out on the Sloops than . . . gunboats. . . .  I shall enjoy this trip [on the USS 

Juniata] for many reasons.  The vessel is so much larger 96 Assts & a Chief Engineer) & the steam is merely auxiliary to be 

used when the wind is not favorable.” 

A fascinating firsthand look into the engine rooms of Union Navy during the Civil War. 
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41.  [MEDICAL & NURSING]  [PHILATELY] Quack medicine advertising packet for Dr. Clark, Professor of Anatomical Pathology, 
and his Chronic Disease medicines.  Scenery Hill, Pennsylvania: Dr. B. Clark, 1869. 

This advertising packet for Dr. B. 
Clark’s Chronic Disease medicine 
includes a four-page advertising 
brochure (9” x 12”), a one-page 
manuscript instruction (8” x 10”) for 
preparing the “medicine,” a small 
printed prescription guide (3” x 3.5”), 
an apparently autographed 
advertisement for Dr. Clark featuring 
his portrait (6” x 5.5”), and a used 
envelope with Dr. Clark’s printed 
corner card from Scenery Hill, 
Washington County, Pennsylvania in 
the upper left corner.  The envelope is 
addressed to Miss Nancy Carnahan, 
Chambersville, Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, and is franked with one 
rose 3-cent and one lilac 24-cent 
stamps (Scott #65 and #70) that were 
canceled by pen.  All but one of the 
enclosures are in nice shape; the 
signed advertisement has been 
trimmed at the bottom.  The envelope 
shows some minor wear, mostly 
where opened along the left edge.   

The 27 cents of postage on this 
envelope would have paid for a letter 
weighing up to 4.5 ounces, so it is 
likely that in addition to the enclosures 
it also included powdered medicine 
that Miss Carnahan had purchased, 
especially in light of Dr. Clark’s 
manuscript annotation to the 
preparation guidance, “write when 
you need more medicine inclosing 
$5.00. . . .” 

Dr. Clark, who refrained from 
“questioning patients or allowing 
them to make any statement 
concerning their disease or 
symptoms,” claimed his medicines, which relied on considerable quantities of gin and sugar added by the patient,  cured a wide 
range of problems including those related “Old and Married Men” with diseased “Lungs, Kidneys, Liver, Stomach, Bowels, Skin, 
Brain, Nerves, Muscles, Bones and all other organs.”  They also could cure “Young Men who suffer from Follies of the Age . . . who 
suffer from Nature’s violated laws [and as a result] avoided society . . . and pined away, dejected and despairing.”  Perhaps, Miss 
Carnahan purchased his medicine for its “peculiar benefit to young ladies budding into womanhood . . . [especially those suffering 
from] Bladder Affections . . ., Cramps, Deranged Menstruation, . . . Female Weakness and Female Irregularities [including] Uterine 
diseases of all grades.”  

As of 2018, nothing similar from Dr. Clark is in the philatelic or ephemera trade.  No institutional holdings per OCLC, and neither 
ABPC nor the Rare Book Hub list any auction records.  There is only one brief mention of Dr. Clark on-line in an 1874 business 
directory for Crawford County, Pennsylvania.  Quite a nice packet of ephemera produced by a phony physician to promote and 
distribute his quack medicines made all the more valuable by the use of the 24-cent stamp (Scott #70) on its forwarding envelope. 
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42.  [MEDICAL & NURSING] [PHILATELY] Advertising postal card for the “Alpha” Male & Female Nurses’, Dressers’ and 
Masseurs’ Agency.  San Francisco: 1893. 

This 1-cent Grant postal card (Scott #UX10) is one of the earliest to incorporate half-tone photographic images.  It features two; 
one a portrait of F. R. Goodman, the owner, and another of the agency’s main office at Van Ness near Post in San Francisco. 

The text of the 
advertisement notes that: 

“The object of this 
Agency has been to 
obtain reputable and 
competent nurses of 
the intelligent standard 
requisite for family 
practice, segregating 
the good from the 
indifferent. . . .  The 
proprietor, who himself 
has had nearly 9 yrs. 
Private experience . . . 
now furnishes 
employment to over 
two hundred picked 
people. . . .” 

The card provides contact 
information for the main 
office as well as other San 
Francisco, Oakland, San 
Mateo, Sacramento, 
Stockton, San Jose, Santa 
Cruz, San Rafael, Alameda, 
and Berkeley branches. 

In addition to these 
services, the firm also 
provided temporary 
lodging for patients 
recovering from surgical 
procedures or non-
infections disorders. 

A rather scarce bit of 
nursing ephemera.  As of 
2017, no others are for sale 
in the trade, and there are 
no auction records found at 
ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  
One is example is held by 
the U.S. National Library of 
Medicine. 
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43.  [MEDICAL & NURSING] [MILITARY & WAR] World War One photograph album kept by a member of the 502nd U. S. Army 
Ambulance Service (U.S.A.A.S).  Compiled by Private Joseph R. Schubert.  France: 1917-1918 

This 11” x 7” leather album contains 
approximately 125 b/w photographs 
ranging in size from 2.5” x 1.75” to 
5.74” x 8”.  Almost all photos are 
attached with corner mounts.  About 
30 show drivers posing alongside their 
“cars” (ambulances); all but four or five 
have been autographed.  The other 
images are of scenes and equipment; 
almost all of these have been 
captioned on the reverse.  Three 
pieces of ephemera are included: a 
leave slip, and two troop ship berthing 
assignments. 

The 502nd was the second of three 
ambulance sections raised from 
members of Philadelpia’s Stoneman’s 
Fellowship, a philanthropic, fraternal 
organization that provided first aid and 
ambulance service.  Its commander 
was 1st Lt. Donald Hathaway).  The 502nd arrived in France and served in the defense of the Aisne River, at Chateau-Thierry, the 
Aisne-Marne offensive, the Meuse-Argonne offensive, and the Woevre Sector offensive, supporting the 2nd, 26th, 28th, 42nd, and 

79th Divisions at various times.  Three members of the section were killed during the war and 16 were wounded.  Following the 
Armistice, the 502nd served in occupied Germany and Strasbourg until it returned home in May, 1919. 

Highlights include: 

The 30 or so ambulance and driver photos along with a group photo of the entire section 

Section members working on and cleaning their vehicles 

German prisoners, captured German artillery, and a downed German airplane 

Several drivers posing with an ambulance that had been damaged by shrapnel 

Evacuating gas attack casualties 

This is a unique visual record of an important but seldom documented U.S. Army support service during World War One.  As of 
2017, no similar albums or photo collections are for sale in the trade, nor are there any auction records per ABPC or the Rare 
Book Hub.  OCLC identifies only two similar albums held by institutions. 
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44.  [MEDICAL & NURSING] [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] [WOMEN & GIRLS] Letter describing Italian civilians from a World 
War II Army nurse stationed in Italy.  Written by Lieutenant Virginia A. Guard.  APO 427 (Grosseto, Italy): 1944. 

Two-two page letter dated August 12, 1944 from APO (Army Post Office) 427, which at the time was located at Grosseto.  The 
cover is franked with a 6-cent carmine airmail stamp (Scott #C25) that was cancelled with rubber duplex postmark. Guard’s 
signature in the lower left corner indicates that as an officer she self-censored her mail, however it was re-censored at a Base 
Censor officer after which it was sealed with censor tape and received a circular examined tape.  A newspaper photo-article 
showing Guard at the Anzio beachhead is included.  The letter, envelope, and clipping are in nice shape.  A 2” x 2.5” rectangle 
has been clipped from the upper left corner of the first page; probably done by the Base Censor to remove some type of unit-
identifying logo or image. 

In her letter, Guard discusses the Italian civilians she has encountered: 

“We have Italian civilian helpers in the hospital to do the cleaning and they are the worst gang of derelicts you ever saw.  
Their clothes are falling off and they are next to barefooted.  One of them brought her baby with her this morning.  It must 
be 2 yrs old but I don’t think it weighs 15 lbs and is full of all sorts of bites etc.  It’s a sweet baby but a mess.  I’ve decided 
the Italian people are artists and dreamers and the most impractical of all people.  They are having an awful time with the 
race problem just like in the last war.  Some Italians and colored boys have been killed as a result.  I saw a colored Italian 
girl working in our laundry about 20 years old I suppose an offspring from the last war.  The girls here are all old women 
when they reach 20.  Their legs and feet swell and they have very seriously infected breasts from filth.” 

Guard served with the 24th General Hospital during World War 2.  The 24th was commonly known as the “Tulane Unit” because 
40 of its 42 medical doctors were either Tulane graduates or faculty members.  Guard joined the 24th in the summer of 1943 
and served with it in Tunisia and Italy until it returned to the United States in after the war in 1945. 
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45.  [MILITARY & WAR] [MUSIC] Magnus Song Sheet Booklet: Six Military and Patriotic Illustrated Songs.  Elaborately 

Colored.  In a novel form. Series No. 1.  New York: Charles Magnus (Branch Office, Washington D.C.), circa 1863. 

Accordion-fold leporello consisting of six joined hand-colored Magnus song cards that are smaller than the company’s paper song 

sheets: Our Grandfather’s Days, The Captain with his Whiskers, Want-A Substitute, Dixie’s Land, Young America and Ould Ireland, 

and Kingdom Coming.  Measures approximately 5.25” x 8” when folded, 31.5” x 8” unfolded.  The booklet’s front cover is printed 

on the reverse of the first song sheet and its rear cover (a price-list of other Magnus publications) is on the reverse of the last.  

The song sheets have bright colors.  There is some minor wear and light soiling to the covers with archival reinforcement and 

repairs along the accordion folds of the cards.  Housed in a custom-made chemise folder.   

Unpriced, so perhaps issued as an advertisement.   

As of 2018, no others are currently for sale in the trade.  OCLC shows ten examples (some with differing song sheets, but all 

known as Series No.1”) held by institutions.  ABPC and the Rare Book Hub identify four auction sales. 
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46.  [MILITARY & WAR] [TOYS & GAMES]  Three ten-soldier sets of McLoughlin Paper Soldiers.  New York: McLoughlin Bros, 

circa 1875.   

Three different sets of multicolor McLoughlin Paper Soldier cards.  Each ten-soldier set of accordion-fold cards (two-soldiers per 

card) measures approximately 14.5” x 4.5” unfolded.  Each of the sets are similarly folded so that their titles (Paper Soldiers) 

appear on the top card; publishing information (“McLoughlin Bros., Manfrs. N.Y.”) appears on the second cards, and Directions 

(“Cut out above the line close to the figure.  Leave uncut all below the line, for fastening to little blocks or stands.”) are printed 

on the third cards.  Bright colors, no splits or tears, just some minor wear.  A little foxing to the reverse of two sets. 

One set of cards features a set of Civil War era drummers and fifers.  The other two sets feature Civil War era Zouaves. While 

the Zouaves outlines are the same, the uniform coloring is different for each set. 

Mentioned in Whitton’s Paper Toys of the World, pp. 84-85.  Apparently about a dozen different groupings with at least two 

different style title cards were sold.  As of 2018, none are currently for sale in the trade.  OCLC identifies only one institutional 

holding (Yale).  About a dozen single sets have come up for auction over the last ten years, and pricing is all over the place for 

complete single five-card strips from a high of $650 a piece in a Freeman’s auction to one as low as $35 on ebay. 

$350  Read’Em Again Books #8987  
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47.  [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY]  Small archive regarding a heroic young 3rd Infantry Division soldier including a gruesome 
description of hand-to-hand fighting in the two most important turning-point battles of World War One.  Corporal Herbert T. 
Wild.  Marne River and the Argonne Forest, France: 1918. 

This grouping consists of two 
combat letters, a French Croix de 
Guerre, and one newspaper 
clipping.  The earliest letter, dated 
July 25, consists of four pages and 
is enclosed in an envelope 
postmarked with an indistinct flag 
cancelation from APO 2 (Paris).  
The second letter, written from a 
Base Hospital and dated 31 
October 1918, has seven pages and 
is enclosed in an envelope, dated 
November 5, from APO 798 
(Meaves-sur-Loire). The Croix de 
Guerre has a bronze star affixed to 
its ribbon.  The newspaper clipping 
recounts Wild’s action at the 2nd 
Battle of the Marne.  Everything is 
in very nice shape except the 
envelopes which are worn and 
have scrapbook paper remnants 
affixed to the reverse. 

Wild enlisted in the Army in 
February 1918 and was assigned to 
the 3rd Division’s 38th Infantry 
Regiment.  On July 15, 1918, the 
German army launched a massive 
assault along the Marne River not 
far from Chateau-Thierry in an all-
out effort to drive through Allied 
lines and capture Paris.  The key 
crossing point was at the village of 
Mezy and the only thing that stood 
in the way was the 3rd Division’s 
38th Infantry. 

“On July 15, 1918, the 38th 
Infantry . . . successfully 
defended its position on the 
Paris-Metz railroad, 200 yards 
from the River Marne, against 
six German attacks. It was the last great offensive of the German Army and the first fight of the 38th Infantry in World War I. 
Initially, the Germans succeeded in driving a wedge 4,000 yards deep into the 38th Infantry’s front while the U.S. 30th Infantry 
on its left and the French 125th Division on its right withdrew under heavy pressure. With the situation desperate, the 
regiment stood and fought. The two flanks of the 38th Infantry moved toward the river, squeezing the German spearhead 
between them and exposing it to heavy shelling by the 3d Division artillery. The German Army’s offensive failed. With this 
brave stand the 38th Infantry earned its nom de guerre Rock of the Marne. General John J. Pershing declared its stand ‘one 
of the most brilliant pages in our military annals.’” (Stewarts’s American Military History, Vol. 2, 2005) 

On that day, during eight hours of intensive German bombardment, casualties in the 38th mounted, so with shells bursting around 
him, Wild volunteered to brave the shrapnel on foot and retrieve additional desperately needed stretchers and first aid supplies 
from caches in the rear.  For this he was personally recognized by General Pershing.  He modestly recounts the action in his letter 
of 25 July: 

“I never thought I would get over here and be right in the midst of this terrible war. . . .  The night of the fifteenth of July the 
Germans sent over the heaviest barrage fire ever known on the Western front.  We were digging trenches . . . when Fritz 
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opened fire and we crawled down in our trenches on the double.  A continual bombardment was kept up for eight hours . . . 
but we pulled ourselves together and stood the test. . . .  The Germans crossed the river Marne on pontoon bridges but were 
quickly driven back. . . . We were moved on to another sector [where] we drove the Germans back about three kilometers 
where we held the front line until we were relieved. . . .  It was the greatest experience of my life. . . .  Our regiment is going 
to have the Croix de Guerre attached to its colors for the bravery of the troops.  We were highly praised by French officials of 
high ranks, but I am sorry to say that we lost good men in the battle.” 

Within days of saving Paris, the 38th was again thrust into battle along with other regiments of the 3rd, 28th, and 32nd Divisions.  
The Americans force-marched to Chateau Thierry in driving rain, many without food or sleep for two days.  There at about 0430 
on the morning of the 18th, the Americans led the Allied advance behind a rolling artillery barrage.  The attack took the Germans 
by surprise; instead of typical trench warfare, the aggressive attack relied on direct charges, eventually driving the Germans from 
their positions. By the 22nd, the battle was over, and the will of the German army had been shattered.  Although the war would 
continue for another four months, Chateau Thierry was its turning point.  As German Chancellor Georg Hertling later noted, “We 
expected victory in Paris by the end of July.  That was on the 15th.  By the 18th we knew all was lost.  The history of the world 
played out in three days.” 

In his second letter, Wild recounted his part 
in the battle: 

“I have had some terrible experiences since 
I came over here.  No one knows what the 
boys are going through. . . .  We try to do 
our duty cheerfully even though it is 
gruesome at times. . . .  My duty has been 
the cause of me killing three Germans that 
I know of.  One I killed with my bayonet and 
two with a hand grenade.  Of course you 
are shooting at them almost incessantly but 
we never know if we kill them unless you 
get near enough to use our bayonets and 
hand grenades.  It is terrible to see the 
enemy so near that you see the blood lust 
in each other’s eyes.  I killed my Germans at 
Chateau Thierry.  We were ordered to take 
a nest of machine guns that were situated 
in a shell torn house.  I was put in charge of 
a squad of men and the Lieutenant 
attacked from one direction and I from 
another.  We advanced . . . with bayonets 
fixed and in thrusting position. . . .  We crept 
cautiously along the sides of the house and 
just as we reached the door a German 
walked right out . . . onto the point of my 
bayonet before he realized we were there. 
. . .  [I pushed] my rifle forward giving him 
full benefit of the cold steel at the end of it.  
His blood poured out and down the stock of 
my rifle and onto my hand.  It seemed to 
send me mad and just at that moment the 
Lieutenant gave the order to charge.  We 
went into the house and threw hand 
grenades into every room, shutting the 
door before the grenades exploded and 

opening them after. . . . They did their work well.  Too well for the Germans who had their machine guns trained . . . on 
Americans. . . .  Not a German came out of that house alive.” 

An amazing first-hand account by one soldier of heroism and bloody hand-to-hand fighting in the two battles that turned the 
course of World War One.  As of 2018, nothing anywhere close to this is for sale in the trade, nor listed in OCLC; neither are there 
any remotely similar auction records listed at ABPC nor the Rare Book Hub. 

$4,500  Read’Em Again Books #8994  
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48.  [MILITARY & WAR] [MUSIC] [PHILATELY] 31st Infantry Regiment musician’s letter from Siberia during the Allied 
intervention in the Russian Revolution. Irving A Dexter.  Vladivostok: 1919. 

This two-page letter, dated 26 
July 1919, on YMCA stationery 
was written by Irving A. Dexter, 
a musician in the 31st Infantry 
Regiment’s band, to his 
mother in Rhode Island. The 
unfranked letter bears a small 
Siberia “1” duplex postmark 
dated 28 July 1919 and a type 
C-1 censor handstamp.  Both 
the letter and envelope are in 
nice shape. 

In Dexter’s newsy letter, he 
recounts that  

“the big orchestra has had 
a lot of playing this week 
and tonight a dance at the 
A.R.C. for No.2 and I am in 
No. 1 so don’t have to go. 
We play concerts now at 
the hospital a five mile trip 
one way.” (Dexter’s 
comment suggests that 
perhaps bands of the two 
infantry regiments serving 
in Siberia were combined 
into one large orchestra.)   

And he addresses problems 
with the economy: 

“One of the boys just asked 
me for a good 5 ruble bill . 
. . small change is very 
short.  I went yesterday to 
a place for 15 rubles where 
they couldn’t make change 
last week.  25 and 50 bills a 
plenty, but this ruble 
business is an awful mess.” 

He also reports on the weather 
(“very hot at 4.30 in the shade . . . 100 F. a thunder shower afterwards”), training (“the boys in the company are on the range 
every day”), meeting a family friend, an  (“A.R.C. nurse”), the mail (“we are still looking . . . maybe in a few days”, and his return 
(“I am thinking I might hear from Theodore being on his way home soon . . . think in a few days I will have in two years”). 

Two U.S. infantry regiments and supporting troops were deployed to Siberia in 1918 following the Bolshevik revolution and 
Russia’s subsequent peace treaty with Germany to protect stocks of Allied war materials that had previously been sent to Russia 
via the Pacific Ocean.  For more information see Wolfhounds and Polar Bears in Siberia by John M. House. 

$300  Read’Em Again Books #8952 
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49.  [MILITARY & WAR] Photograph Album from a member of the 31st Regiment documenting his service protecting the 
International Settlement during the Shanghai War of 1932 between China and Japan.  Unknown compiler.  Shanghai and 
various Philippine locations: early 1930s. 

The album measures 11.5” x 
7.5” and contains over 260 
photographs, most 3.5” x 2.5” 
or 4.5” or 2.75”.  The 
photographs are a mix of 
vernacular and more 
professional photos, some 
perhaps taken by a unit 
photographer.  About 100 
were taken during the Sino-
Japanese conflict following the 
“January 28 Incident” in early 
132, and the others were taken 
in the Philippines at Manila, 
Vigan, Bagulo, and Corregidor.  
Most have fading white 
captions on the album pages 
and more detailed descriptions 
on the reverse.  There is also a 
9.5” x 9.5” map of Shanghai 
with annotations identifying the war zone and regimental positions.  The photos are in nice shape but have become attached 
to their mounting corners.  Some of the mounting corners are detaching from the pages which makes it possible to read the 
descriptions on their reverse.  The album and pages show some minor wear. 

On 4 February 1932, the U.S. 
31st Infantry departed from the 
Philippines on board the USS 
Chaumont and landed in 
Shanghai the following day to 
bolster the defenses of the 
city’s International Settlement 
as Japanese and Chinese forces 
began to fight on the outskirts 
of the city.  The 31st quickly 
assumed defensive positions 
with the 4th Marines along 
Soochow Creek directly across 
from the Chapei district that 
became the focal point of Sino-
Japanese fighting.  The battle 
lasted through early March and 
intermittent fighting continued 
until a ceasefire agreement was 
finalized in May.  The 31st 
returned to its garrison in the 
Philippines later that summer.  
(See Cornebise, The United 
States Army in China, 1900-
1938.)   
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Image highlights include: 

Regimental soldiers and locations (New World 
Building, Studio de Arts, motorcycle in front of 
1st Battalion Headquarters, etc.), 

British military units marching through the 
streets and at the city’s Race Track, 

Soldiers laying communications wire through 
the streets, 

Regimental officers posing with a “Chink” 
policeman (the unit’s distinctive polar bear 
insignia is visible on several campaign hats), 

Block houses along the settlements protective 
walls, 

The location of “Charlie Chan,” a Chinese 
machine gunner who thwarted a number of 
Japanese advances, 

Japanese soldiers, marines, tanks, artillery, etc. 

Chinese soldiers, many dead, 

Destruction and ruins throughout Chapei 
including the Northern Railroad station, and 

Coastal artillery and anti-aircraft batteries at 
Corregidor (three, six, and twelve inch guns 
and Ft. Drum, the “concrete battleship”). 

A unique and important visual record of U.S. 
neutrality in the face of Japanese aggression in the 
years preceding World War II.  As of 2018, no 
auction results for 1932 Shanghai albums are 
found at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub although a 
books of half-tone prints occasionally appear as 
does Ah Fong’s superb photograph book 
documenting the later Siege of Shanghai in 1937.  
No similar items are for sale in the trade.  OCLC 
locates a similar album kept by a British soldier, but 
none from Americans. 

$4,750  Read’Em Again Books #8948 
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50.  [MILITARY & WAR]  [PHILATELY] World War II mail to a civilian being repatriated from Japan via the M.S. (Mercy Ship) 
Gripsholm.  Sent from Berkeley, California to New York City to await the ship’s arrival: 29 Nov 1943. 

Envelope only; no letter.  The airmail envelope was 
franked with a carmine 6c airmail stamp (Scott #C25) 
and postmarked in San Francisco.  It was opened by U. 
S. Censors and re-sealed with official “Examined By” 
tape.  The cover is in nice shape. 

Long-term negotiations between the United States and 
Japan culminated with an agreement to exchange 
approximately 1,240 civilian nationals who had been 
stranded in each other’s’ country since the beginning 
of the war.  The exchange was conducted at the port of 
Mormugao, Goa, on 22 October 1943, and the U.S. 
returnees boarded the M.S. (Mercy Ship) Gripsholm 
bound for New York with a scheduled arrival date of 2 
December.  Swiss representatives compiled a list of 
those to be repatriated and informed the United States 
State Department.  The American Red Cross notified 
families and requested that they not come to the port.  
Instead, they were directed to remain at their hotels or 
homes and inform their returnees of their location by 
mail at the address shown on this envelope.  Upon 
arrival, the mail was delivered to the repatriates, and 
the Red Cross assisted them in coordinating transportation.  One of only three extant pieces of repatriation ship mail reported in 
philatelic literature, and the only one for a U.S. repatriate sent via the American Red Cross at New York. 

$250  Read’Em Again Books #8971 

  

51.  [MILITARY & WAR] [PHILATELY] [PRISONS] World War II U.S. Prisoner of War Mail from Germany.  Private Albert P. 
Jodice.  Stalag IIB (Hammerstein, Germany): 17 June 1944. 

This German Kriegsfangenenpost Postkarte (prisoner of war mail 
postcard) is addressed to Jodice’s girlfriend in Watertown, 
Massachusetts.  It bears an indistinct German town postmark and 
purple handstamp from Stalag IIB.  A U.S. censor’s handstamp that 
was applied before delivery is in the lower left corner. The card is 
in very nice shape. 

In his short message, Jodice inquired about his friends health, sent 
his love, and reported, “ feeling fine & in the best of health . . . .  
I’m doing O.K., working on a farm as horseman.” 

Stalag IIB was located near Hammerstein about 10 miles 
northwest of Koblenz.  Jodice’s message could well be untrue as 
the War Department identified Stalag IIB as the worst of the POW 
camps for Americans, noting in its final report that “Treatment 
was worse at Stalag IIB than any other camp in Germany. . . . 
Harshness at the base Stalag degenerated into brutality and 
outright murder. . . .  Beatings of Americans . . . by their German 
overseers were too numerous to list, but records [show] that 10 
Americans in work detachments were shot to death by their 
captors.” 

$150  Read’Em Again Books #8969 
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52.  [MILITARY & WAR] [NUMISMATICS] Bikini Atoll Atomic Bomb Test Short Snorter from the 58th Very Heavy Bombardment 
Wing of the U.S. Army Air Force’s 509th Composite Group which was part of operation CROSSROADS Joint Task Force 1.  Bikini 
Atoll: 1946. 

This short snorter from the 1946 Bikini Atoll Atomic Bomb Test (CROSSROADS) was made to resemble a U.S. one-dollar bill. The 
center design features a mushroom cloud rising above the island, Army Air Force wings, and the Task Force 15 (the AAF 
component of Task Force 1) unit insignia.  Text on the short snorter references Joint Task Force 1, Task Force One.Five, Bikini 
Kwajalein, CROSSOVER, 58th Wing, and the 509th Composite Group.  It contains autographs of about 45 members of Task Force 
15.  The bill has some wallet wear and transparent tape at both ends. 

Short snorters were popular World War II souvenirs, usually made from one-dollar bills or local currency that were signed by 
members of a unit. Owners of multiple short snorters often taped them together end-to-end to form chains that could be pinned 
to walls or bulletin boards. 

This short snorter was specially prepared by the 509th Composite Group, the Army Air Force organization that dropped the test 
bomb on the island (as well as the earlier bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki that ended World War II). I haven’t checked out all 
of the signatures on the bill so I don’t know if any bombing crew has signed the bill, however two of the names are females and 
one is the name of a sergeant, so autographs are likely a mix of admin and operational members of the task force. 

While several CROSSROADS ships issued short snorters, those from Task Force 15 are rather scarce and those that have survived 
are unsigned examples or perhaps single-signed souvenirs sent to family at home.  Extant examples signed by multiple members 
of the Wing that dropped the bomb are seldom encountered. 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8988  
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53.  [MUSIC] [PLAYING CARDS]  Musicalische Zauberkarte – Cartes Magiques Musicales (Musical Magic Cards).  Darmstadt, 
Germany: Frommann, [1869]. 

30/32 cards with two duplicates 
provided in facsimile.  Instruction 
folder (in English, French, 
German, and Italian) and partial 
box present. Lithographed with 
stenciled color. Music staves on 
each card; twelve face cards 
show amateur musicians singing 
and playing a variety of 
instruments.  Cards are in nice 
shape; the box front and back are 
present, no sides or bottom. 

The cards can be arranged to 
compose over “100,000 Tänze 
für das Piano” – “100,000 
morceau de danse” (100,00 
Dances for the Piano). 

“Select indiscriminately and 
place on the musicdesk, in 
the middle a I, on the left-
hand extremity a picture-
card, and on the right a 
seven.  Fill each of the two 
intervening spaces by any 
three cards taken also 
indiscriminately . . . .  It will 
then be found that the nine 
cards placed together form 
two pieces of dance-music 
which can be played without 
difficulty.” 

The cards were first announced 
in Polybiblion: Universal 
Bibliographic Review, IV, 1869, p. 
158.  They are mentioned, 
though not by title, in Van 
Rensselaer (1912), p. 301 

Exceptionally scarce.  As of 2017, 
nothing similar for sale in the 
trade nor listed at OCLC, Rare 
Book Hub, ABPC, nor 
Worthpoint, however one deck 
without box was sold in 2011 at a 
Millon auction in Paris for €1,500 
(before premium). 

$800                                              
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54.  [MUSIC] [RADIO & TELEVISION] Three notebooks containing detailed handwritten records of radio broadcasts by Bob 
Wills and the Texas Playboys, Johnnie Lee Wills, and Luther K. (Luke) Wills and his Rhythm Busters.  Broadcasts from Tulsa 
radio station KVOO, 1938, 1939 and 1947 

Two spiral notebooks, each measuring 8” x 10.5” 
provide detailed information about the bands.  The 
1939 notebook has 64 pages, and the 1947 notebook 
contains 44 pages.  The 1939 notebook focuses radio 
shows by Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys from August 
1 to October 19, 1939.  The 1947 notebook focuses on 
radios shows by Johnnie Lee Wills and Luther K. Wills 
between January 1, 1947 and May 27, 1947.  Both spiral 
notebooks are completely filled with handwritten 
program notes.  There are five toned newspaper 
clippings advertising live shows in the 1947 notebook.  
The third notebook, from 1938, is a repurposed Farm 
Account Book with sixteen pages of diary-type entries, 
a number of which are related to Bob Wills and the 
Texas Playboys.  All of the notebooks are in nice shape; 
the 1939 notebook has some marginal dampstains.  
There is very faint writing on the front of the 1939 
notebook that reads, “My Play Boys Book.” 

Entries in the spiral notebooks follow the same format:  
The name of the performer/band and date of the show 
is on the first line.  The word, “Theme,” almost 
inevitably is on the second line.  This is followed by a 
numbered playlist including the time the songs were 
performed (all between 12:30 and 1:00 pm).  The final 
entries highlighted upcoming band appearances.  Notes 
with abbreviated show banter appear in the left margin.  
Other miscellaneous notes (e.g. “Last broadcast for 5 
weeks,” “Bob & The Boys are on the way to Lawton 
Okla.,” “Ate first today – had Zefs favorite recipe 
Breaded Chops for dinner,” etc.) occasionally appear in the top margin.  
One interesting entry on September 1, 1939, titled “Special War News,” 
provides information about the German invasion of Poland earlier that day 
which began World War Two. 

Bob Wills was the “King of Western Swing” music.  In the mid-1930s, he 
and the Play Boys began broadcasting a daily radio show from Cain’s 
Ballroom over Tulsa’s fifty thousand watt KVOO radio station that 
blanketed the western plains.  At the time they also maintained a vigorous 
live performance schedule throughout the region.  The Playboys became 
so successful that Bob formed a splinter band led by his younger brother, 
Johnnie Lee, in order to maximize touring performances.  In time, his even 
youngest brother, Luther K., began a separate band, the Rhythm Busters. 

The playtimes in these notebooks correspond with the Wills brothers 
shows on WVOO.  The compiler of these incredibly consistent and detailed 
program notes was apparently a young woman living on a farm near Pratt, 
Kansas whose passion in life was the Wills brothers’ bands, and her 
meticulous records suggest she never missed recording the details of their 
shows, leaving posterity with a unique and comprehensive contemporary 
record of early, live radio performances by one of the most important and 
influential country and western families of all time. 

As of 2018, nothing like these notebooks is currently for sale in the trade; 
nothing similar is listed at OCLC, and there are no records of anything similar ever having been sold at auction 

SOLD  Read’Em Again Books #8992 
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55.  [NATIVE-AMERICANA]  Two illustrated leaves from Thomas Harriot’s A Briefe and True Report of the New Found Land of 
Virginia.  Theodor de Bry.  First published in Frankfurt, Germany between 1588 and 1590; reprinted in various editions until 
about 1633. 

Proceres Roanoack. (High Chief of the Roanokes.) VII.  

This leaf measures 9.5” x 13.5”.  The image measures 8.5” x 
6.5”.  Printed on recto only; verso blank.  The leaf is in nice 
shape with minor wear and small mounting remnants on the 
reverse. It is annotated in ink, “Priman di Roanoack.”  

The Roanoke people were one of many Algonquian-speaking 
tribes who lived along the Virginia-Carolina coast at the time 
of English exploration and colonization. Their last known chief 
was Wanchese, who traveled to England with colonists in 
1584. It is thought that their capital may have been on the 
western shore of Croatan Sound at Dasamonguepeuk, one of 
the significant towns noted by the English colonists in the 
sixteenth century. 

Sacerdos Secotensis. (Priests of the Secotan.) V.  

This leaf measures 9.5” x 13.5”.  The image measures 8.5” x 
6.5”. Printed on recto only; verso blank.  The leaf is in nice 
shape with some edge wear and a short marginal tear at top. 
It is annotated in ink, “Sacerdoti della Secota.”  

Secotan was a large village of Algonquian-speaking Indians 

along both banks of the Pamlico River near where it joins 

Pamlico Sound. It was first noted by English explorers in 

1585.  The village had been abandoned by the time English 

settlers established their first North Carolina community, 

Bath, in 1690.   

SOLD Read’Em Again Books #8997  

  

  

 



Click on any inventory # or the first picture in a listing for more information, additional larger images, or to make a purchase. 

 

56.  [OIL WELLS] [TRAVEL] Photograph album documenting two itinerant roughnecks’ travel through New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio until they found jobs at the Woodville Oil Field.  New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio: 1923 (from a vehicle license 
plate). 

This 8” x 6” album contains 37 
b/w photographs, each 
measuring approximately 4.75” 
x 3”.  The crisp, well-composed 
snapshots are chronologically 
arranged and neatly glued to 
the album pages.  Most have 
been captioned in white, but 
much of the writing has faded.  
The images show the men’s 
Model T Ford, roadside tent 
camping, and a big campsite at 
Cleveland’s Euclid Beach Park, 
as well as the rugged 
equipment, workmen, and the 
environment of a 1920s oil 
field. 

Ohio became home to one of 
the first oil booms in the United 
States in the 1860s after a 
blacksmith, William Jeffrey, 
drilled a successful well in Trumbull County.  The discovery of oil near Woodville in 1892 started a boom that lasted until 1905 
by which time the area was mostly drained although drilling and pumping continued in a few of the area’s fields. 

A historically valuable visual record of life as a traveling roughneck in the eastern oil fields. 

As of 2018, no other Ohio oil field photograph albums are for sale in the trade.  There are no auction records for similar materials 
listed at ABPC or the Rare Book Hub.  OCLC shows no similar albums held in institutional collections. 

$750  Read’Em Again Books #8967 
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57.  [RAILROADS] Notebook of 98 hand-drawn Preliminary Locomotive Designs with accompanying manuscript planning 
calculations for “Rogers Loco. Co.”  [Paterson, New Jersey]: Rogers Locomotive Works, 1903-1905. 

93 hand-drawn preliminary locomotive designs contained in a brad-bound, 
hardcover, loose-leaf, 8.5” x 11” notebook. 98 pages (97 are numbered) 
plus a three-page index of the first 84 designs contained in the book.  
Drawings are all to scale.  Manuscript annotations identify the purchasing 
railroad or business and show the locomotives measurements and 
computations for grates, fireboxes, etc. Some contain information about 
hauling capacities and grades.  All are in pencil, and all are in nice shape. 

The index identifies 84 of the locomotives and provides tabular information 
about their 

Purchasers (Natal Government Railways, Bethlehem Steel Company, 
Mexican Central, Carnegie Steel Company, St. Louis Southwestern 
Railway, American Car and Foundry Company, Kahala Hilo Railway of 
Hawaii, Okuna & Company of Korea, Flowers Lumber Company, 
Cumberland Railway and Coal Company, Nashville Chattanooga and St. 
Louis Railway, Rio Grande and Eagle Pass Railway, New Orleans 
Terminal Company, and many more), 

Wheel Configurations (0-4-0, 0-4-2, 0-6-0, 0-6-2, 2-4-4, 2-6-0, 2-8-0, 2-
8-2, 4-4-0, and 4-6-0), 

Engine sizes, gauges, and special requirements. 

Thomas Rogers, along with two partners, founded a manufacturing company in Paterson, New Jersey that produced cotton and 
textile machinery.  He became fascinated with British locomotives, and in 1835, he began plans to manufacture them in Paterson.  
His first locomotive, the Sandusky, was completed in 1837.  By 1854, the firm, which had become the leading American locomotive 
works, had built over 100.  After 
Thomas died in 1856, his son, 
Jacob, became the company 
president and the firm’s name 
was changed to the Rogers 
Locomotive and Machine Works.  
William A. Hudson, who was 
appointed to be the Chief 
Engineer and Superintendent of 
Works, continued to make   
design improvements.  Customer 
demand followed, and the 
production increased up to and 
during the Civil War. (One of the 
famous “Great Chase” Civil War 
locomotives, the  General, was 
manufactured in Paterson in 
1855.)  By the 1880s, Rogers was 
completing one locomotive every 
other day for domestic and 
overseas railroad and businesses.  
Eventually, management and 
production began to suffer as Jacob and his engineering team aged while other companies began to offer serious competition.  
After Jacob died in 1901, the company reorganized as the Rogers Locomotive Works and was able to continue in operation until 
February of 1905 when after building its last locomotive, it was purchased by the American Locomotive Company (ALCO).  The 
last locomotive design in this notebook is dated January 13, 1905. 

A unique and historically important record from the final days of one the United States’ most important locomotive companies. 

$3,500  Read’Em Again Books #8991 
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58.  [THEATER] [WOMEN & GIRLS]  Teenage girl’s memory-photo album, The Real Diary of a Real Girl.  Compiled by Gertrude 

Josephine Robinson.  Florence, Colorado: 1913-1916. 

This 8.5” x 10” album 

contains over 50 pages 

of journal entries, 

photographs, drawings, 

letters, business cards, 

programs, clippings, and 

other ephemera. The 

pages and contents are 

in nice shape.  All items 

have been glued in place.  

The binding is sound, but 

the album is worn and 

the spine covering has 

been replaced with cloth 

tape.   

Robinson began her 

memory book at age 16 

while a student at 

Florence’s Polytechnic 

High School.  Although 

her last entry is undated, 

the final tipped-in item 

(a letter) is dated April 

16, 1917.  While her 

entries include expected 

references to family, 

friends, weather, school, 

etc., two recurring themes permeate Robinson’s journal.  

Gertrude had a passion for singing and musical theater; 

she also was boy-crazy, actually man-crazy because a 

number of her encounters, which her mother 

continuously tried to prevent, appear to be with much 

older men including “Mr. Gibbons a candy man, he asked 

to take me home,” and one gent in top hat and white kid 

gloves who picked her up while she was standing in line to 

purchase theater tickets. 

She provides considerable detail about her participation 

in the glee club and her effort to secure leading roles in 

school performances; she has  tipped in a number of 

programs from plays in which she performed as well as 

photographs of her and fellow performers in costume. 

Overall, a fine record of a rather precocious teenager’s 

high school experience in the years leading up to World 

War One. 

$250  Read’Em Again #8998 
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59.  [TRAVEL] [WOMEN & GIRLS]  Two impressive travel diaries kept by an adventurous New England schoolteacher along with 
six of her portrait photographs.  Anna S. Lamson of Topsfield, Massachusetts.  United States and Europe: 1886 and 1895. 

The 1886 journal measures 7” x 8.5”, contains 22 
pages, and describes Miss Lamson’s cross-country rail 
journey from Cambridge, Massachusetts to California.  
The note book was previously used by Lamson as a 
copybook and also contains 28 pages of humorous 
essays, household hints (removing peach stains, how 
to make a rose jar), and quotations.  The contents are 
in nice shape. The travel diary is easy to read; 
copybook entries are faint but legible with effort.  The 
binding is tender but holding.   The heavy, marbled 
card cover shows some wear; the leather spine 
covering is in poor shape. 

The 1895 half-leather marbled cover journal measures 
5.25” x 8”, and its 141 pages are completely filled with 
Lamson’s narrative of her travels in Europe.  The 
contents are in nice shape and easy to read.  The 
binding is sound.  The cover shows some wear and the 
spine covering is in poor shape. 

All six photographs (one cabinet card and five cdvs) 
are in nice shape. 

Anna Lamson was an unmarried schoolteacher from 
Topsfield, Massachusetts.  She attended Salem 
Normal School (one of the first teaching colleges in the 
country and today Salem State University) in the mid-
1860s and went on to teach at Cambridgeport for the 
next 35 to 40 years.  She died in 1910 at 69 years of 
age. 

Lamson made both trips in conjunction with people 
she knew.  For the rail trip out west, her travel group 
was rather loosely formed with some members 
making the trip to attend the 20th National 
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic at San 
Francisco.  While Lamson attended some GAR events, 
it appears the ultimate purpose of her trip was to visit family friends in Colton, California.  On her European trip, her travelling 
group was more organized and consisted of twenty people. 

Her western adventure began on 22 July when she boarded a train in Boston and continues until she reached Deming, New 
Mexico on 9 October on her return trip following a 36-day stay in Colton.  Lamson’s entries describing her journal fascinating and 
provide considerable insight into not just travel in the 1880s but life and culture as well.  It reads in part: 

July 22. 1886 – I went to Boston on the 8-30 train had tooth filled and cleansed.  . . .  Mr. and Mrs. Tapley met me at the 
station and Elmon and Lizzie and Mrs. Ferris were there and at 4-30 P.M. we steamed out of the station amidst many cheers 
from the crowd . . . on route for Cal. . . . 

Saturday 24 – Reached Chicago at 12-30 pm. . . . Went to Grand Pacific Hotel.  Rode for the first time on Cable Cars. . . . 

Sunday 25 – The hottest day yet. . . .  steamed across the Mis. River to Omaha. . . .  had a good supper of ham and eggs, fried 
potatoes, berries, coffee &c. . . . 

Monday 25 – Lovely morning.  Steaming across immense prairie stretching in all directions 300 miles from Omaha.  Saw so 
many villages of prairie dogs . . . a prairie chicken and large herds of 5000 cattle tended by cow boys.  Not a tree for hundreds 
of miles. . . .  Reached Denver at 4 P.M. . . . The Rockies extend from one limit of horizon to the other. . . .  Went to G.A.R. 
headquarters saw the Commander, many relics from war, confederate flag captured by colored troops. . . . 

Tuesday 27 – Left Denver for an excursion to Graymont. . . . The scenery was perfectly delightful. . . . Went to the wonderful 
loop where the track crosses itself twice. . . . Went to Grand Opera House one of the grandest of buildings in country.  Got 
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silver specimen. . . . Bought a Resurrection Plant 
here.  Gen Logan (U.S. senator from Illinois and 
former Commander of the G.A.R.) and Gov. Alger 
(Governor of Michigan and future Commander of 
the G.A.R.) arrived to night.  Execution of negro 
here today 15000 present. 

Wednesday 28 and Friday 30 – We passed over the 
vast prairies toward Cheyenne . . . head quarters of 
the cowboys. . . .  Went up Oak Ames’s monument 
(a 60’ tall granite pyramid built at the highest point 
on the Union Pacific in honor of its financiers). . . .  
Sagebrush everywhere. . . .  Played whist all 
afternoon in the Gov. car then went up in the 
observatory of the caboose. . . .  Saw Shoshone 
Indians. . . 4-45 first view of Salt Lake. . . . delightful 
trip and bath in lake for some. . . .  went to the 
Temple which has been 33 years in building . . .  
Tabernacle will seat 10000.  Saw the city, . . . 
Brigham’s house . . . schoolhouse for his 72 
children.  Had 19 wives.  Amelia his favorite we saw 
at her new home. . . .  Heard Gen. Logan’s speech 
on Mormonism. . . . 

Saturday 31 and Sunday August 1 – Passed all day 
on the alkali plains of Utah and Nevada.  They are 
covered with jack rabbits and sagebrush. . . .  The 
hottest day of the trip. . . . Stopped at the Indian 
huts along the route.  Had breakfast at Humbolt a 
perfect little oasis in the desert. . . .   

Monday Aug 2 to Aug 11 – 7-30 arrived in San 
Francisco . . . rode in cable cars over Nob Hill and 
nearly froze. . . .  Grand G.A.R. procession passed our windows and was very fine. . . .  went to see Golden Gate Park and Cliff 
House. . . . saw rocks covered with seal and others with cormorants. . . . Mrs. Ferris had a carriage and took us to drive to Old 
Mission Church oldest in San Francisco. . . Sutro’s Grounds containing 2 ships of statuary and finest library of rare books in 
the country. . . .  Saw red wood 300 ft. tall 40 ft circumference.  Geraniums 18 ft. tall  Eucalyptus grows 500 ft tall. . . .  Went 
to Oakland . . . and dined at the Women’s Relief Rooms. . . .  In the evening we went with a party through Chinatown . . . and 
saw them smoking opium in great style. . . . went with the excursion to San Jose. . . .  In the courthouse we . . . were introduced 
to John Brown’s daughter. . . .  visited a canning fruit establishment and ate all the fruit we could. . . .  Miss Roby went with 
us to see the Mikado at the Tivoli Theatre. 

Friday Aug 13 to Aug 19 – I start for Yosemite . . . on the Oakland boat. . . . Went to Stockton on the train. . . . Then took stage 
reaching Copperopolis at 5 o’clock had supper and went on. . . . arrived a 9 o’clock and spent the night. . . .  Then took open 
stage through the Tuolumne grove of big trees 20 to 40 ft. in diameter, went over the most frightful road.  The first view of 
the valley was truly magnificent.  Reached Leidig’s Hotel about dark.  It was surrounded by El Capitan, Yosemite Falls, Sentinel 
Rock & Sentinel Falls. . . . Everybody was so tired . . . we did but little . . . till afternoon when we drove all around the valley, 
coming very near El Capitan seeing the chief in the rock.  We forded the river to Bridal Veil Falls . . . then had a nice view of 
the “Three Brothers” “Cathedral Rocks” “Face in the rock.”. . .  started for Mirror Lake. . . .  Saw the eagle and elephant in the 
rock. . . .  went with the trail on horseback to Vernal Falls. . . . We had some coffee at Glacier Pt. . . .   

Thursday 19 to Saturday 21 – Left [San Francisco]for Colton in Southern Cal. . . . Met Mrs Harmon on the boat.  Met Miss 
Holmes on the train and we went as far as Los Angeles together.  We were detained two or three hours at Turlock on account 
of an accident to a freight train. . . .  Saw the sunrise over the mountains . . . then rode all day over horrid alkali plains, hot 
enough. . . .  Got to Colton . . . the hottest place I ever saw. . . . the glass was at 103. . . .” 

Lamson’s record of her 1895 trip through Europe where she visited the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, France, 
England, Scotland, and Ireland is just as insightful and entertaining, and it contains far more details about her experience than 
the earlier journal; one of the best recounting of a Grand Tour that I’ve read.  

$2,000  Read’Em Again Books #9002
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Please let us know if you would like to receive our electronic catalogs  

of diaries, letters, ephemera, postal history, photographs, and sometimes even books. 

---------- 

We hope you’ll be able to visit us at one of these upcoming shows: 

2018 

8-11 March New York Antiquarian Book Fair  

(The ABAA Fair)   

10 March New York City Book and Ephemera Fair  

(Marv Getman’s show) 

6-7 April Virginia Antiquarian Book Fair at Richmond 

20-22 April  Florida Antiquarian Book Fair at St. Petersburg 

5-7 May St. Louis Fine Print, Rare Book & Paper Arts Fair 
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